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WHY ARE WE CALLED

To you, O Father, all hearts are open;
fill, we pray, the heart of your servants
whom you have chosen to be bishops in your Church,
with such love of you and of all the people,
that they may feed and tend the flock of Christ,
and exercise without reproach the high priesthood
to which you have called them,
serving before you day and night in the ministry of reconciliation,
declaring pardon in your Name,
offering the holy gifts,
and wisely overseeing the life and work of the Church.
In all things may they present before you
the acceptable offering of a pure, and gentle, and holy life;

through Jesus Christ your Son,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and power and glory in the Church,
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Rt.Rev.Jennifer A. Reddall was ordained and consecrated as the
Episcopal Diocese of Arizona’s 6th bishop on March 9, 2019 in the see city of
Phoenix with the Most Rev. Michael Curry serving as chief consecrator. She
was the 1,113th Episcopal bishop consecrated since Samuel Seabury. More
than 1,400 people attended the historic service making her the first woman
bishop in the diocese’s history. At the time of her consecration she was the
youngest bishop in the Episcopal Church.

DEFINITION OF EPISCOPAL
Adjective
1: of or relating to a bishop
2: of, having, or constituting government by bishops

3: (capitalized) of or relating to the Protestant Episcopal Church in the
U.S.A.
The word is derived from the Old English biscop, bisceop, derived from
the Latin word episcopus, based on Greek episkopos,
meaning ‘overseer or watcher,’ from epi ‘above’ + -skopos ‘-looking.’
It was first used for government officials and later for Church leaders.
in the New Testament the word for bishop was a descriptive title for
elders. In the early Christian era the term was not always clearly
distinguished from presbyteros (literally: ‘elder’ or ‘senior,’ origin of
the modern English word ‘priest’) but is used in the sense of the
order or office of bishop, distinct from that of presbyter, in the
writings attributed to Ignatius of Antioch (died c.10).

DEFINITION OF EPISCOPAL
Since the bishop's ministry is a ministry of
oversight, the term “episcopal” is applied
to matters pertaining to bishops.
An “episcopal” church is a church
governed by bishops, and “episcopal”
services are led by bishops.
“Episcopal” services in the BCP include the
Ordination and Consecration of Bishops,
the Ordination of Priests, the Ordination of
Deacons, the Celebration of a New
Ministry, and the Consecration of a Church
or Chapel. Bishops also preside at services
of
Confirmation,
Reception,
or
Reaffirmation. Bishops bless altars and
fonts, and the blessing of chalices and
patens and church bells are traditionally
reserved for the bishop.
Crest of the Bishop of Arizona

WHAT ARE BISHOPS?
Bishops are in one of the three orders of
ordained ministers in the Church. They are
charged with the apostolic work of leading,
supervising, and uniting the Church. They are
supposed to represent Christ and his Church,
and they are called to provide Christian vision
and leadership for their dioceses.
Bishops serve as chief pastors of the Church,
exercising a ministry of oversight and
supervision.
Bishops stand in the apostolic succession,
maintaining continuity in the present with the
Apostles’ ministry.
The BCP notes that bishops are
to act in Christ's name for the reconciliation of
the world and the building up of the Church; and
to ordain others to continue Christ's ministry.

WHAT ARE A BISHOP’S SYMBOLS?
A crosier (also known as a crozier, pastoral staff,
or bishop's staff) is a stylized staff that is a symbol
of a bishop’s governing office.
In Western Christianity the usual form is a
shepherd’s crook, curved at the top to enable
animals to be hooked. This relates to the
metaphorical references to bishops as the
shepherds of their “flock” and the metaphor of
Christ
as
the
Good
Shepherd.
The
pointed ferrule at the base symbolizes the
obligation to goad the spiritually lazy; the crook at
the top, the obligation to draw back those who
stray from the faith; and the staff itself the
obligation to stand as a firm support for the
faithful.
Bishops usually hold the crosier with their left
hand, leaving their right hand free to bestow
blessings.

WHAT ARE A BISHOP’S SYMBOLS?
The symbols of Tutankhamen's authority:
a flail and a heqa.

In form and symbolic value the
crozier
closely
resembles
the heqa pictured with the god
Osiris and the pharaohs of ancient
Egypt and the Roman governors
who succeeded them.
Along
with
the threshing
flail, it seems
to symbolize
the pharaoh’s
obligation to
feed
his
people.
In the cult of Isis that was
widespread in the first few
centuries of the Christian Era that
goddess was portrayed holding
a heqa as a symbol of her authority.

WHAT ARE A BISHOP’S SYMBOLS?
The mitre or miter (from a Greek word for
‘headband’) is a type of headgear now worn as the
ceremonial headdress of bishops and some abbots in
traditional Christianity, particularly by the 11th
century. The Greek word originally meant a piece of
armor, usually a metal guard worn around the waist
and under a cuirass.

Aaron and other priests wore a distinctive garb which
included a kind of mitre.
As Innocent III put it, “the two horns are the two
testaments and the two fringes are the spirit and the
letter.” The “fringes” are the two bands that hang

from the back of the mitre. They may refer to the
sweatband worn by Greek athletes, who, like St.Paul,
fought the good fight. The “horns” may also recall the
horns or light rays often pictured on Moses' head, a
metaphor for the radiance on his face when he came
down from the mountain in Exodus 34:29.

WHAT ARE A BISHOP’S SYMBOLS?
The mitre fell out of use after the Reformation in the Church of England but

was restored in the late 19th and early 20th centuries as a result of the Oxford
Movement and is now worn by most Anglican bishops on at least some
occasions.
Samuel Seabury, the first Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, wore a
mitre as early as 1786.

Below Bishop Ian T. Douglas and archivist Meg Smith hold Bishop Samuel
Seabury’s restored mitre, the first mitre in the Anglican Communion since the
Reformation.

WHAT ARE A BISHOP’S VESTMENTS?
The mitre is often worn with a
cope.
The traditional Anglican vestments
for an Anglican bishop are a purple
cassock; rochet (resembling a
surplice); chimere (a loose
sleeveless robe); tippet or stole;
and pectoral cross.

WHAT ARE A BISHOP’S OBLIGATIONS?
A bishop must answer affirmatively the following questions:
• Will you be faithful in prayer, and in the study of Holy Scripture, that
you may have the mind of Christ?
• Will you boldly proclaim and interpret the Gospel of Christ,
enlightening the minds and stirring up the conscience of your
people?
• As a chief priest and pastor, will you encourage and support all
baptized people in their gifts and ministries, nourish them from the
riches of God's grace, pray for them without ceasing, and celebrate
with them the sacraments of our redemption?
• Will you guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the Church?
• Will you share with your fellow bishops in the government of the
whole Church; will you sustain your fellow presbyters and take
counsel with them; will you guide and strengthen the deacons and
all others who minister in the Church?
• Will you be merciful to all, show compassion to the poor and
strangers, and defend those who have no helper?

WHAT ARE A BISHOP’S OBLIGATIONS?
A bishop is directed:
Feed the flock of Christ committed to your charge, guard and defend
them in his truth, and be a faithful steward of his holy Word and
Sacraments.

HOW MANY ANGLICAN BISHOPS ARE THERE?
As of 2020 the Anglican Communion consists of 865 dioceses and 18 other
jurisdictions giving a total of 883 bishops. Less than 300 are in the Episcopal
Church.

There are also many suffragan or assistant bishops, as well as bishops of nonAnglican churches that are also in full communion with the Archbishop of
Canterbury.

WHEN DID FEMALE ANGLICAN BISHOPS BECOME COMMON?
Some provinces of the Anglican Communion began ordaining women as
bishops in recent decades–for example, England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, the
United States, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and Cuba.
There has been no canonical prohibition against women in the Episcopal
Church’s episcopate since 1977. The first woman to be consecrated a bishop
within Anglicanism was Barbara Harris, who was elected bishop suffragan in
the Diocese of Massachusetts in 1989.

In 2006, Katharine Jefferts Schori, the Episcopal Bishop of Nevada, became
the Episcopal Church’s first female presiding bishop.

HOW DIVERSE ARE AMERICAN BISHOPS?

HOW DID THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH GET ITS BISHOPS?
During the colonial period there were several efforts to bring the
historic episcopate to America, but none succeeded.

After the American Revolution, Church of England congregations in the
newly independent United States reorganized themselves as a new
church—free from the King of England and from oversight by English
bishops.
The new church took the name “Episcopal,” meaning “having bishops,”
to emphasize the historic ministry of bishops, priests, and deacons.
Samuel Seabury of Connecticut went to England in 1783 to receive the
historic episcopate. It proved impossible for Seabury to be ordained
and consecrated a bishop in England because English law required all
ordinands to swear an oath of loyalty to the English sovereign.
Nonjuring bishops of the Episcopal Church in Scotland ordained and
consecrated Seabury into the historic episcopate on Nov. 14, 1784.

Samuel Seabury
(1729-96)

HOW DID THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH GET ITS BISHOPS?
In 1786 Parliament passed an act granting the Archbishop of
Canterbury the right to consecrate three bishops who would not be
required to take the oath of loyalty to the sovereign.

American clergymen William White and Samuel Provoost were
consecrated Bishops of Pennsylvania and New York, respectively in
1787, and James Madison was consecrated Bishop of Virginia in
1790.
In 1792 Bishop Provoost, assisted by Bishops Seabury, White, and
Madison consecrated Thomas Claggett the first Bishop of Maryland.
This first consecration in America combined the Scottish and English
lines of succession of the historic episcopate in the Episcopal
Church.
All Episcopal Church bishops, including the current bishop of Arizona,
trace their consecrations back to these early days.

Samuel Provoost
(1742-1815)

William White
(1748 N.S.-1836)

Thomas Claggett
(1743-1816)

James Madison
(1749-1812)

HOW DOES A PERSON GET TO BE A BISHOP?
In the Episcopal Church, a diocesan convention elects diocesan and
suffragan bishops. Bishops-elect are ordained and consecrated after
consents have been received from a majority of the diocesan
standing committees and from a majority of the bishops exercising
jurisdiction in the Episcopal Church. If the episcopal election takes
place within three months before General Convention, the consent of
the House of Deputies is required instead of a majority of the
standing committees.
The consecration of a bishop in the Episcopal Church requires the
laying on of hands of at least three bishops. The chief consecrator is
usually the presiding bishop.

HOW MANY DIFFERENT TYPES OF BISHOPS ARE THERE?
Presiding Bishop – the primate of the Episcopal Church, equivalent to the
Archbishop of Canterbury in the Church of England. There are no archbishops
in the American Church.
Diocesan Bishop - the primary bishop of a diocese; sometimes referred to as
“The Diocesan.” They have particular responsibility for the doctrine,
discipline, and worship of the Church, serve as the focus for diocesan unity
and for the unity of their dioceses with the wider Church.
Bishop Coadjutor - A bishop elected to succeed the Diocesan Bishop. An
ordained person consecrated to become the next bishop of a diocese when
the diocesan bishop retires. When the bishop retires or resigns, the Coadjutor becomes the Diocesan and the term Co-adjutor is dropped. Suffragan
bishops do not automatically become diocesan bishops.

A Diocese is the territorial jurisdiction of a diocesan bishop. The term also
refers to the congregations and church members of the diocese. Before the
Church adopted the word, it had been used in the Roman Empire for an
administrative subdivision. When there is no bishop, bishop coadjutor, or
suffragan bishop, the Standing Committee is the ecclesiastical authority of the
diocese.

HOW MANY DIFFERENT TYPES OF BISHOPS ARE THERE?
Bishop Suffragan - A bishop elected to assist the Diocesan Bishop
and to serve under the Diocesan’s direction. A working co-bishop in
a diocese but without inherent right of succession when the
diocesan bishop retires or resigns. Sometimes another diocese calls
a suffragan bishop to become their Diocesan bishop.
Assistant Bishop - A bishop appointed by the Diocesan Bishop with
the consent of the Standing Committee to assist the Diocesan and
to serve under the Diocesan’s direction, after the Diocesan
Convention has approved the creation of the position. A specially
ordained or otherwise specially designated person who has the
spiritual and liturgical rank of a bishop and who usually assists the
Diocesan Bishop. Assistant bishops are usually specially ordained for
their work. Assistant Bishops can perform most functions performed
by other bishops.
Assisting Bishop - A bishop, usually retired, appointed by the
Diocesan Bishop to provide short-term assistance with episcopal
duties in the Diocese.

WHAT IS APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION?

WHAT IS APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION?
Apostolic succession argues that bishops are the successors to the Apostles
and that episcopal authority is derived from the Apostles, chosen by Christ,
by an unbroken succession in the ministry.

This authority is specifically derived through the laying on of
ordination of bishops in linear sequence from the Apostles,
performing the ministry of the Apostles, and through their
episcopal sees traced back to the Apostles through three or
ordaining new bishops by placing their hands the candidate.

hands for the
through their
succession in
more bishops

According to the preface to the ordination rites in the Book of Common
Prayer, Episcopal Church bishops are supposed to continue apostolic
succession by seeking to “carry on the apostolic work of leading, supervising, and
uniting the Church” as they have done since “the time of the New Testament.”

WHAT IS APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION?
The Anglican-Methodist Unity Commission Report 1968 says that the
Anglican Communion
has never officially endorsed any one particular theory of the origin of
the historic episcopate, its exact relation to the apostolate, and the
sense in which it should be thought of as God given, and in fact
tolerates a wide variety of views on these points.

The modern debate divides three ways: between those who see the
historic episcopate to be constitutive of the Church (of the 'esse');
those who hold it is a question of its “well-being” (bene esse); and
those who consider that it is necessary for the Church to be fully
itself (plene esse).

WHAT IS THE ANGLICAN ARGUMENT FOR APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION?
The major Anglican theologian Richard Hooker (1554-1600) writes
extensively on episcopacy in his Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, saying
That so the ancient Fathers did think of episcopal regiment that they
held this order as a thing received from the blessed Apostles
themselves, and authorized even from heaven. . . .

He invokes the giving of the keys to Peter in Matthew 16, the giving
of the Holy Spirit to the Apostles in John 21, the authority that is
granted to Matthias in Acts 1 where the word episcope is applied to
his apostolic office, and the command of Paul to Titus that, as
bishop, he should go to Crete and ordain presbyters (Titus 1:5-9).

WHAT IS THE ANGLICAN ARGUMENT FOR APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION?
According to Hooker, by right of succession, bishops stand within
local churches as representatives of the Apostles and are therefore
called to be pastors not just of the laity but of other pastors. They
are given the exclusive power to ordain and to excommunicate.
While there were many priests in each city in the ancient world, only
one bishop was ordained, and that bishop’s name was the one
included in that city’s lineage that was used to denote that the
church there was a true church.
Moreover, the work of preaching and celebrating the sacraments
done by priests as well as bishops is grounded in episcopacy. As
Hooker puts it,
The Presbyter’s authority to do these things is derived from the Bishop
which doth ordain him thereunto, so that even in those things which are
common unto both, yet the power of the one is as it were a certain light
borrowed from the other’s lamp.

WHAT IS THE ANGLICAN ARGUMENT FOR APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION?
Shortly after Elizabeth I died, the new king of England, James I,
presided over the Hampton Court Conference (1604) attended by
bishops and Puritan leaders.

He accepted the Puritans’ request for a new translation of the Bible,
but when the Puritans requested the elimination of bishops, James
observed that the King is God’s choice and rules by divine right, so
there had to be bishops to crown kings. The bishoprics were retained.

WHAT IS THE ANGLICAN ARGUMENT FOR APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION?
Michael Ramsey, the 100th Archbishop of Canterbury (1961–74),
described three meanings of apostolic succession:
(1)One bishop succeeding another in the same see meant that there
was a continuity of teaching:
while the Church as a whole is the vessel into which the truth is poured,
the Bishops are an important organ in carrying out this task.

(2)The bishops were also successors of
the Apostles in that
the functions they performed of
preaching, governing and ordaining
were the same as the Apostles had
performed.

(3)It is also used to signify that
grace is transmitted from the Apostles
by each generation of bishops
through the imposition of hands.

HOW IS APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION A SIGN?
Apostolic succession may be understood as a continuity in doctrinal teaching
from the time of the Apostles to the present. It is said to be a “sign, though
not a guarantee” of the Church's basic continuity with the Apostles and their
time.
Anglicans usually view apostolic succession not so much as conveyed
mechanically through an unbroken chain of the laying-on of hands, but as
expressing continuity with the unbroken chain of commitment, beliefs and
mission starting with the first Apostles; and as hence emphasizing the
enduring yet evolving nature of the Church.
Although the influential Anglican theologian Richard Hooker rejected the
Catholic position that apostolic succession is divinely commanded or
necessary for true Christian ministry, the 1662 Act of Uniformity formally
excluded from pastoral office in England any who lacked episcopal
ordination.
The Anglican–Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC) report
expressed broad agreement in the nature of apostolic succession as the
‘effective sign’ of the apostolicity of the whole people of God, living in fidelity
to the Apostles’ teaching and mission.

HOW IS APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION A SIGN?
In its famous 1982 statement on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry,
the “Lima Text,” the Faith and Order Commission of the World
Council of Churches stated that
the primary manifestation of apostolic succession is to be found in the
apostolic tradition of the Church as a whole. . . .Under the particular
historical circumstances of the growing Church in the early centuries,
the succession of bishops became one of the ways, together with the
transmission of the Gospel and the life of the community, in which the
apostolic tradition of the Church was expressed.

It spoke of episcopal succession as something that churches that do
not have bishops can see “as a sign, though not a guarantee, of the
continuity and unity of the Church” and that all churches can see “as a
sign of the apostolicity of the life of the whole church.”
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WHAT JUSTIFIES APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION?
Those who hold for the importance, or even the necessity, of
apostolic succession via episcopal laying on of hands, appeal to the
New Testament, which, they say, implies a personal apostolic
succession (from Paul to Timothy and Titus, for example).
They appeal as well to other documents of the early Church,
especially the Epistle of Clement. In this context, Clement explicitly
states that the Apostles appointed bishops as successors and
directed that these bishops should in turn appoint their own
successors; such Church leaders were not to be removed without
cause.
Further, proponents of the necessity of the personal apostolic
succession of bishops within the Church point to the universal
practice of the undivided early Church.
Apostolic succession refers to the overseers—episkopos—the office
supposedly established by the Apostles to be their successors (but
not their equals) thereby ensuring the preservation of ‘the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints’ (Jude 1:3).

HOW IMPORTANT IS APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION TO ANGLICANISM?
The Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral includes as “essential to the visible unity of
the church” a controversial fourth point that states that one of the “inherent
parts” of the sacred deposit of the Christian faith is
The Historic Episcopate, locally adapted in the methods of its administration to
the varying needs of the nations and peoples called of God into the Unity of His
Church.

However, this has not meant a general commitment to the idea that in its
absence there is no Church.

The historic episcopate is the understanding that the Christian ministry has
descended from the Apostles by a continuous transmission through the
episcopates. In other words, apostolic succession.

