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giving thanks

THANKS BE TO GOD

Presented by Charles E.Dickson,Ph.D

COLLECT FOR
THANKSGIVING DAY
Almighty and gracious Father,
we give thee thanks
for the fruits of the earth in their season
and for the labors of those who harvest them.
Make us,
we beseech thee,
faithful stewards of thy great bounty,
for the provision of our necessities
and the relief of all who are in need,
to the glory of thy Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God,
now and for ever.
Amen.

PREVIOUS THANKSGIVING DAY COLLECT
The 1786 Proposed Book and other revisions through 1928 used
this collect:
O most merciful Father,
who hast blessed the labours of the husbandman
in the returns of the fruits of the earth,
We give thee humble and hearty thanks
for this thy bounty;
beseeching thee to continue thy loving-kindness to us,
that our land may still yield her increase,
to thy glory and our comfort;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

EARLY HARVEST FESTIVALS
Celebrating the harvest is an old human practice almost universally
observed by both Jewish and pagan religions. Almost all ancient agrarian
peoples had some sort of ritual to offer thanks for their harvest. In
Hebrew tradition and scripture the basis of practices associated with
seasonal harvest are largely to be found in Deuteronomy chapter 16
(although there are many references in the book of Exodus).
Among the Israelites each of their three chief feasts were associated with
the harvest: Passover with the first-fruits of grain, Pentecost with the
grain harvest, and Tabernacles with the vintage harvest.
This last one is also known as the Festival of Booths and Sukkot
or Succoth, a seven-day harvest holiday, particularly of olives, that starts
four days after Yom Kippur. It is connected to times in ancient Israel when
the people would build huts near the edges of fields during the harvest
season. One of these dwellings was called a “sukkah.” “Sukkot” is the
plural form of this Hebrew word. These dwellings not only provided
shade, but allowed the workers to maximize the amount of time they
spent in the fields, harvesting their food more quickly as a result.

LAMMAS DAY
While the Early Church had no harvest festivals, in medieval
England Lammas Day (1 August) was known as “loaf-mass” from
the loaf made of the newly harvested wheat blessed on that day.
Lammas was at the halfway point between the summer
solstice and autumn equinox and also marked the end of the
hay harvest that had begun after Midsummer.
This holiday is one of the oldest points of contact between the
agricultural world and the Church. It is a festival in the liturgical
calendar to mark the blessing of the First Fruits of harvest, with a
loaf of bread being brought to the church for this purpose.

MODERN ENGLISH THANKSGIVING FESTIVITIES
In 1606, following the failure of the Gunpowder Plot in 1605, the
Observance of 5th November Act enforced an unusual annual public
day of thanksgiving for the plot's failure and developed into Guy
Fawkes Day. This became a focus for anti-Roman Catholic
sentiment. Puritans delivered sermons regarding the perceived
dangers of popery. During increasingly raucous celebrations,
common folk burnt effigies of popular hate-figures, such as the
pope.

Modern English harvest festivals began in the 19th century. All Prayer
Book revisions since then have included special propers for such
occasions.

ORIGINS OF THE AMERICAN THANKSGIVING DAY
In America a national holiday and day of thanks called Thanksgiving Day
is celebrated on the 4th Thursday in November. This custom is based on
the celebration of three days of prayer and feasting by the Pilgrim
colonists of Plymouth, Massachusetts, in 1621. The Pilgrims celebrated
this with Native Americans, who had helped them get through the
previous winter by giving them food in that time of scarcity.

There was also a Thanksgiving celebration with prayer by members of
the Berkeley plantation, near what is now Charles City, Virginia, in 1619.
Some scholars point to the first celebration of Thanksgiving in North
America occurring during Martin Frobisher’s 1578 voyage from England
in search of the Northwest Passage.

THANKSGIVING DAY IN THE UNITED STATES
The Continental Congress began the
custom of civil authority proclaiming a
national day of Thanksgiving.
As President of the United States, George
Washington
proclaimed
the
first
nationwide thanksgiving celebration in
America marking November 26, 1789, “as
a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to
be observed by acknowledging with
grateful hearts the many and signal
favours of Almighty God.”
Under President Abraham Lincoln,
Thanksgiving Day came to be celebrated
annually on the last Thursday of
November.

THANKSGIVING DAY IN THE UNITED STATES
In the years 1939-1941 under President
Franklin D. Roosevelt Thanksgiving Day was
celebrated on the 3rd Thursday of November in
order to extend the pre-Christmas sale season.
However, Congress moved the Thanksgiving
Day commemoration back to the 4th Thursday
in November in 1941.

Freedom From Want,
1943,
by Norman Rockwell

THANKSGIVING DAY IN EARLY AMERICAN PRAYER BOOKS
The Proposed Book of 1786 appointed a special prayer called “A Form
of Prayer and Thanksgiving to Almighty God, for the Fruits of the
Earth, and all the other Blessings of his merciful Providence” for use
on the 1st Thursday of November or as set by civil authority.
The 1789 Prayer Book replaced the four national days of the 1662
English Prayer Book with a special Thanksgiving Day Office.
The Thanksgiving Day Office materials were scattered throughout the
1928 Prayer Book.

THANKSGIVING DAY HYMNS
Hymns for Thanksgiving Day in the Hymnal 1982 include “Praise to
God, immortal praise” (Hymn 288), “Come, ye thankful people,
come” (Hymn 290), and “We plow the fields, and scatter” (Hymn
291). Some emphasize more the harvest festival of the English (and
later American) secular holidays, while others express a timeless
gratitude to our Creator that can be sung in November or any other
month.
We plow the fields and scatter (Hymn 291) is more of a harvest
hymn and less of a thanksgiving hymn than most of the other
hymns:
We plow the fields and scatter
The good seed on the land,
But it is fed and watered
By God’s almighty hand.
God sends the snow in winter,
The warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes and the sunshine,
And soft refreshing rain.

THANKSGIVING DAY HYMNS
A harvest hymn found in most hymnals is Come, ye thankful people,
come (Hymn 290), written in 1844 for the English harvest festival:
Come, ye thankful people, come,
Raise the song of harvest home;
All is safely gathered in,
Ere the winter storms begin.
God our Maker doth provide
For our wants to be supplied;
Come to God’s own temple, come,
Raise the song of harvest home.

Although not classified as a hymn for Thanksgiving Day the six stanzas
of For the beauty of the earth (Hymn 416), recounting the beauty of
God’s creation, each end with a thanksgiving refrain:
Christ our God, to thee we raise
this our hymn of grateful praise.

THANKSGIVING DAY HYMNS
The Thanksgiving Day hymn “Praise to God, immortal praise” (Hymn 288)
has an agricultural theme in its 2nd stanza:
All the plenty summer pours;
autumn's rich o'erflowing stores;
flocks that whiten all the plain;
yellow sheaves of ripened grain:
Lord, for these our souls shall raise
grateful vows and solemn praise.

THANKSGIVING AS A KIND OF PRAYER.
The Catechism identifies thanksgiving as one of the seven principal
kinds of prayer and says that we offer thanksgiving to God “for all
the blessings of this life, for our redemption, and for whatever
draws us closer to God.”

CHRISTIAN THANKSGIVING
Thanksgiving runs through St.Paul’s prayers
like a golden thread. Just a sampling:
First, I thank my God for all of you. . . . (Rom.
1:8);
I give thanks to God always for you because
of the grace of God which was given you in
Christ Jesus. . . . (1 Cor. 1:4);

I do not cease to give thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. . . .(Eph.
1:16).

THE CLASSIC GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we thine unworthy servants
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for thine inestimable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,
give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
and that we show forth thy praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to thy service,
and by walking before thee
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

BACKGROUND OF THE CLASSIC GENERAL THANKSGIVING
The original suggestion for this General
Thanksgiving, one of the most beloved prayers
in the Prayer Book, was probably Queen
Elizabeth I’s private prayer that was printed in
1596. Edward Reynolds (1599-1676), the
bishop of Norwich with Puritan sympathies,
composed it for the 1662 Book of Common
Prayer at the request of fellow Puritans, who
felt the public liturgy lacked enough prayers of
thanks. He relied on theological concepts more
than Biblical allusions.
The 1798 American Book of Common Prayer
moved it from the occasional prayers to
Morning and Evening Prayer and also inserted
it at the end of the Litany. The 1928 American
Book of Common Prayer directed a common
recital, echoing the General Confession said
earlier in the Office.

Bishop Edward Reynolds

GENERAL THANKSGIVING (2007 VERSION)
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We
thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world,
for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love.

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care
which surrounds us on every side.
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for
leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to
acknowledge our dependence on you alone.
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and
the example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame
temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; and for his rising to
life again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom.
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known;
and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all
things. Amen.

A THANKSGIVING DAY LITANY FOR OPTIONAL USE
Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us.
For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea.
We thank you, Lord.
For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ,
We thank you, Lord.
For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends,
We thank you, Lord.
For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve,
We thank you, Lord.
For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play,
We thank you, Lord.
For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity,
We thank you, Lord.
For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice,
We thank you, Lord.
For the communion of saints, in all times and places,
We thank you, Lord.
Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ
Jesus our Lord;
To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.
Amen.

VARIOUS THANKSGIVINGS
The Book of Common Prayer provides a variety of thanksgivings:
Thanksgivings for the Church
For the Mission of the Church
For the Saints and Faithful Departed

Thanksgivings for National Life
For the Nation
For Heroic Service

Thanksgiving for the Social Order
For the Diversity of Races and Cultures

Thanksgivings for the Natural Order
For the Beauty of the Earth
For the Harvest

Thanksgivings for Family and Personal Life
For the Gift of a Child
For the Restoration of Health

Thanksgivings for the Departed
Thanksgiving Prayer for Military Veterans
Thanksgiving Prayer for Deliverance from Peril
Grace before Meals

THE HOLY EUCHARIST AS THANKSGIVING
The Eucharist is a term derived from the Greek word eucharistia,
meaning ‘thanksgiving.’ In the Book of Common Prayer, the whole
service is entitled the Holy Eucharist. The first part of the service is
designated the Word of God. The second portion of the service is
designated the Holy Communion.
The prayers of the Eucharist service acknowledge that Jesus
instituted this table for His people to commune with Him together as
His people.
The Great Thanksgiving is the title used by the Book of Common
Prayer for the Eucharistic prayer, the central cluster of prayers of the
Eucharist from the Sursum corda through the people's Amen. It is
also known as the Prayer of Consecration.
These prayers are based on ancient Christian prayers and the pattern
of prayer from the Church’s earliest days.

THE CLASSIC POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Almighty and everliving God,
we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us,
in these holy mysteries,
with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood
of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us;
and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son,
the blessed company of all faithful people;
and are also heirs,
through hope,
of thy everlasting kingdom.
And we humbly beseech thee,
O heavenly Father,
so to assist us with thy grace,
that we may continue in that holy fellowship,
and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost,
be all honor and glory,
world without end.
Amen.

THE CLASSIC POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING (CONT.)
Since the 4th century a prayer has been said after Communion
before the people are dismissed. For the First Book of Common
Prayer Archbishop Thomas Cranmer compose this one, still in Rite I
of the 1979 Book of Common Prayer, to gather up all the various
meanings of the Holy Communion and move the congregation from
the mysteries at the Altar to Christian service in the world.

