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Gracious Father,
we pray for thy holy Catholic Church.
Fill it
with all truth,
in all truth with all peace.
Where it is corrupt, purify it;
where it is in error, direct it;
where in any thing it is amiss, reform it.
Where it is right, strengthen it;
where it is in want, provide for it;
where it is divided, reunite it;
for the sake of Jesus Christ
thy Son our Savior.
Amen.

EARLY 20TH CENTURY: THE FIRST DECADE
Many major Gothic Revival cathedrals in the U.S. got underway during
the first decade of the 20th century.
St. John the Divine (nicknamed St. John the Unfinished), the cathedral of
the Diocese of New York in the Morningside Heights neighborhood of
Manhattan, was originally designed in the Byzantine Revival and
Romanesque Revival styles when it began construction in 1892, but after
the opening of the crossing in 1909 the overall plan was changed to a
Gothic Revival design.
At 601 feet (183m) long, it is the world's 6th-largest church building by
area and either the largest or 2nd-largest Anglican cathedral.

EARLY 20TH CENTURY: THE FIRST DECADE
The Cathedral Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul in the City and
Diocese of Washington, commonly known as Washington National
Cathedral, is located on Mount St. Alban in northwest Washington, D.C.
Construction began in 1907 and was completed in 1990. Its NeoGothic design is closely modeled on English Gothic style of the late 14th
century.
At 518 feet (157m) long, it is the 3rd-largest church building in the U.S.
and the 4th -tallest structure in Washington.

EARLY 20TH CENTURY: THE FIRST DECADE
The Gothic Grace Cathedral is located on Nob Hill in San Francisco.
Although the cornerstone was laid in 1910, after an earthquake
destroyed the earlier building, construction did not begin until 1927. The
Diocese of California started using it in 1934 and completed final
construction in 1964.
At 329 feet (100m) long, it is the third largest Episcopal cathedral in the
nation.

POST-WORLD WAR I PERIOD

In 1919
the 66th General Convention brought the national Church’s organization into
the 20th Century by established the National Council (since 1964 called the
Executive Council) to administer the program and policies adopted by the
General Convention. It has a specified number of bishops, presbyters, and lay
persons and meets several times a year.
The office of Presiding Bishop became an elective position to oversee
national Church programs rather than simply the role of the most senior
bishop to preside at general conventions.

POST-WORLD WAR I PERIOD
In 1928
the 69th General Convention authorized the most radical U. S. prayer book
revision of the Book of Common Prayer until that of 1979. It included
language updates and a new translation of Psalms. "Love, honor, and obey"
disappeared from the bride's vows in the service of Holy Matrimony. It
dropping liturgies of rather outdated theology, such as the Visitation of
Prisoners. The three baptismal rites were combined into one. Several changes
were made to the Communion service, including further de-emphasis on the
Decalogue and rearrangement of the Lord's Prayer and the Prayer of Humble
Access back to the position they had in the Prayer Book of 1549.
The decade after World War I witnessed a
spate of Prayer Book revision. In addition
to the American 1928 version, there were
the 1918 Canadian Prayer Book, the 1926
Irish Prayer Book, the 1928 Proposed
English Prayer Book, and the 1929 South
African Prayer Book.

WORLD WAR II PERIOD
In 1940
The 53rd General Convention approved a new Hymnal to work alongside
the 1928 Prayer Book.

WORLD WAR II PERIOD
In 1944
the Rt. Rev. Henry St.George Tucker (1874-1959), Bishop of Virginia, became
the 19th Presiding Bishop, and the first to hold this position full-time, rather
than in addition to a continuing diocesan appointment.

POST-WORLD WAR II PERIOD
In 1948
the Episcopal Church joined the World Council of Churches when it was
founded and undertook dialogue with other Christian churches.

POST-WORLD WAR II PERIOD
In 1958
the Lambeth Conference adopted resolutions on Prayer Book revision urging
unanimity in doctrinal and liturgical matters as a result of new knowledge
gained from biblical and liturgical studies and furthering recovery of the
worship of the primitive Church. It would mark a major watershed in 20thcentury Prayer Book revision. Anglicans on both sides of the Atlantic were
now engaged in thinking carefully about the possibility of liturgical revision
and the nature of apostolic Christian worship.

POST-WORLD WAR II PERIOD: THE FIFTIES
In the 1950s
soaring birth rates, economic good times, and the focus on normality and
family created a religious boom. The U.S. population achieved its biggest
growth in history–from 150 million in 1950 to 180 million in 1960.
Nationwide church membership grew at a faster rate than the population,
from 57% of the U.S. population in 1950 to 63.3% in 1960.
By the end of the decade, the shift away from high 1950s religiosity began
amid the double shocks of 1957: the integration of schools in Little Rock
and the success of the Soviet satellite, Sputnik.

MID-20TH CENTURY
The 1960s and 1970s
the United States would see the production of series of experimental liturgies
and trial services for use in the Episcopal Church which would culminate in
the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. It proved divisive for American
Episcopalians. Some would welcome the new liturgies and services; others
clung resolutely to the 1928 Book of Common Prayer.
In 1967
the 62nd General Convention approved for trial use a revised Eucharistic rite.
In 1970
the 63rd General Convention authorized rites for trial use published as
Services for Trial Use and known as the "Green Book" because of its green
cover.
In 1973
The 64th General Convention authorized revised Eucharistic rites, rites of
initiation, the Daily Office, and a complete revision of the Psalter
subsequently published as Authorized Services 1973 and known as the "Zebra
Book" because of its striped cover.

POST-WORLD WAR II PERIOD: THE SIXTIES

In 1961
the Rt.Rev.John E. Hines (1910-1997), Bishop of Texas, a theological
conservative and social liberal, was elected the 22nd Presiding Bishop, at the
age of 54 the youngest person to hold that office. His strong social justice
commitments elicited negative reaction from conservatives. Desmond Tutu,
Archbishop of Cape Town, said Hines' movement to divest Church-held assets
in that nation played an important role in the demise of apartheid.

POST-WORLD WAR II PERIOD
In 1967
during a symposium on homosexuality sponsored by the Dioceses of New
York, Connecticut, Long Island, and Newark, ninety Episcopalian priests agree
that the Church should classify homosexuality as “morally neutral” and “in
some cases. . .a good thing.” The priests claim that whether or not the
individuals are “expressing genuine love” for one another was more
important than their gender.

In 1970
at the 63rd General Convention the first authorized women members joined
the House of Deputies. Women had regularly begun sitting on vestries in the
1960s, though a few dioceses allowed them to do so before then. (The
Lambeth Conference in 1968 had found no theological argument against
ordaining women.)

LATE 20TH CENTURY PERIOD: THE SEVENTIES
In 1973
the Rt.Rev. John M. Allin (1921-98), Bishop of Mississippi, was elected the
23rd Presiding Bishop for a 12-year term. He was the last Presiding Bishop of
the Episcopal Church to oppose women's ordination and abortion.

LATE 20TH CENTURY PERIOD: THE SEVENTIES
In 1974
Integrity, an Episcopal LGBT group, was started. It became
the leading grassroots voice for the full inclusion of LGBT
persons in the Episcopal Church and for equal access to
its rites. The group secured most of its goals by 2015.
In 1974
eleven women deacons (the Philadelphia Eleven) were ordained to the
priesthood by three retired bishops in a widely criticized “irregular” service in
Philadelphia. A few more were ordained the next year.
In 1976
the 65th General Convention approved the ordination of women, and
regularized the 1974-75 ordinations. It passed two resolutions supporting
same-sex relationships as well as gay legal rights. The first reading on a new
Prayer Book took place.
In 1977
Ellen Barrett became the second open homosexual to be ordained as a priest.
Pauli Murray was ordained the first African American woman priest.

LATE 20TH CENTURY PERIOD: THE SEVENTIES
In 1976
the 65th General Convention approved the full report of the Standing
Liturgical Commission, known as the Draft Proposed Book of Common Prayer.
This became the Proposed Book of Common Prayer.

In 1979
the 66th General Convention approved the second reading on the new
(present) Book of Common Prayer.
The Convention passed a resolution stating that no “practicing homosexual”
nor heterosexual person engaging in extramarital sex should be ordained,
though homosexuals had “equal claim with others upon the love,
acceptance, and pastoral concern of the church.” Twenty-one bishops signed
a “statement of conscience” in opposition to the official ruling and the LGBT
group Integrity held a counter-convention.

LATE 20TH CENTURY PERIOD: THE SEVENTIES
The 79 BCP followed the lead of churches all over the world, most notably in
Roman Catholic "Novus Ordo" of the Mass and the Church of South India's
liturgies of the 50s and 60s.

While retaining a number of services in traditional English, the 1979 Prayer
Book’s principal language was contemporary English—not quite the
vernacular but what can be described as “good liturgical English.” Some
Episcopalians still missed the older, more poetic language.
It introduced a number of new prayers
and rites and a new liturgical Psalter,
emphasized the centrality of the Holy
Eucharist
to
Christian
worship,
encouraged much variability, reduced
emphasis on penitence, and increased
"Anglo-Catholic" tendencies.

LATE 20TH CENTURY PERIOD
In reaction to the 1979 Prayer book the Society for the Preservation of the
Book of Common Prayer was formed to maintain the Anglican tradition of
liturgical common prayer and promote the use and understanding of
traditional versions of the Book of Common Prayer such as the American
edition of 1928.

In 2000
the 73rd General Convention issued an apology to those "offended or
alienated during the time of liturgical transition to the 1979 Book of
Common Prayer."

LATE 20TH CENTURY PERIOD: THE EIGHTIES
In 1982
the 67th General Convention passed a resolution reaffirming the actions
taken by the 1976 and 1979 Conventions, holding that “homosexual persons
are children of God and are entitled to full civil rights.” The Presiding Bishop
was given the title of primate. The convention approved a new Hymnal to
work with the new prayer book.

LATE 20TH CENTURY PERIOD: THE EIGHTIES
In 1985
the Rt.Rev.Edmond Lee Browning (1929-2016), Bishop of Hawaii, was elected
the 24th Presiding Bishop for a 12-year term. His theologically liberal views
earned him both admiration from progressives and intense criticism by the
conservative wing of the Church. He was a strong supporter of the ordination
of women as well as homosexual rights.

The 68th General Convention passed a resolution urging each diocese to
“find an effective way to foster understanding of homosexual persons, to
dispel myths and prejudices about homosexuality, [and] to provide pastoral
support.” Despite this, the House of Deputies rejected a Church law
approved by the House of Bishops to forbid discrimination on the basis of
sexual orientation in the process of ordination.

LATE 20TH CENTURY PERIOD: THE EIGHTIES
In 1989
the Rev.Barbara Harris (1930-2020) was consecrated by the large Diocese of
Massachusetts as a suffragan bishop. Eight thousand people attended the
service and sixty bishops participated in the laying on of hands. Her election
was controversial, in part because she was divorced and had not attended
seminary. She was also the first woman to be elected to the position of
bishop not only in the Episcopal Church, but in all of the Anglican
Communion.

LATE 20TH CENTURY PERIOD
In 1989
the Rt.Rev.John Shelby Spong (b.1931), Bishop of Newark, ordained the first
openly gay male priest, J.Robert Williams, in Hoboken, New Jersey. The
ordination was attended by three protesters from other denominations, one
of whom was ejected from the service. Bishop Spong drew controversy for
his action, which some said was in violation of the General Convention of
1979, but Spong claimed it was only “advisory.” In 1992 the Rev.J.Robert
Williams died of an AIDS-related pulmonary infection.
In 1990
Bishop Spong dropped plans to ordain another gay man, Barry Stopfel, at the
request of the Presiding Bishop Edmond L. Browning.

LATE 20TH CENTURY PERIOD: THE NINTIES
In 1991
the Rt.Rev. Ronald H. Haines, Bishop of Washington, ordained Elizabeth L.
Carl, a lesbian, in a decision that “surprises” and “upsets” Presiding Bishop
Edmond L. Browning.

The 70th General Convention passed a resolution “noticing ‘discontinuity’
between the traditional teachings of the Church and the experience of some
of its members.” The Convention approved a compromise leaving the
Church’s official stance on homosexual relationships ambiguous until the
next convention, three years later.
In 1994
a committee of the bishops released a draft statement that asked the Church
to “uphold an ideal of lifelong faithful unions for both heterosexual and
homosexual couples, and treat gay people with hospitality rather than
hostility.” The statement did not advocate gay ordinations or the blessing of
same-sex relationships.

LATE 20TH CENTURY PERIOD: THE NINTIES
In 1997
the Rt.Rev.Frank Griswold, Bishop of Chicago, was elected 25th Presiding
Bishop for a 9-year term and thus led the Church into the 21st century.
Griswold was a supporter of the ordination of women but expressed
reticence on gay issues, though he acknowledged that his diocese has
ordained a number of gay priests. He later urged Episcopalians to “heal their
divisions over homosexuality,” which led to the expectation of an era of
diversity.

LATE 20TH CENTURY PERIOD: THE NINTIES
In 1998
the Lambeth Conference voted to endorse a resolution declaring
homosexual activity to be “incompatible with Scripture” and advised against
the ordination of homosexuals.

LATE 20TH CENTURY PERIOD
In 2000
the 73rd General Convention approved "Called to Common Mission,"
establishing full communion between the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) and the Episcopal Church, effective January 1, 2001. The
ELCA is the seventh-largest Christian denomination by reported membership
and the largest U.S. Lutheran denomination. The agreement meant that
these Lutheran bishops are now ordained in the Apostolic Succession and
remain permanently in that office for life.

LATE 20TH CENTURY PERIOD & EARLY 21TH CENTURY PERIOD
The decline in Church membership has continued.

EARLY 21TH CENTURY PERIOD

In 2003
the 74th General Convention approved the Diocese of New Hampshire's
election of the Rev. Canon Gene Robinson (b.1947), an openly gay priest in a
long-term committed relationship, as Bishop Coadjutor. The Convention
became the center for debate over Robinson's election, as conservatives and
liberals argued over whether Robinson should be allowed to become bishop.

In 2006
the 75th General Convention approved a
resolution calling on Church leaders
involved in picking bishops "to exercise
restraint by not consenting to the
consecration of any candidate. . .whose
manner of life presents a challenge to the
wider church and will lead to further
strains on communion."

EARLY 21TH CENTURY PERIOD
In 2006
the 75th General Convention declared “support of gay and lesbian persons as
children of God.” It also called slavery a "sin" and a betrayal of the "humanity
of all persons."
The Rt.Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori (b.1954), Bishop of Nevada, was elected
the 26th Presiding Bishop for a 9-year term. She was the first and only
woman to be a churchwide leader in the Anglican Communion. She had
voted to install Robinson as bishop and favored Church blessing of same-sex
unions. Her tenure was highly controversial and marked by unprecedented
schism.

EARLY 21TH CENTURY PERIOD
In 2007
a Convocation of Anglicans in North America (CANA) was instituted as “an
Anglican missionary effort in the U.S.” under the archbishop of the Church of
Nigeria, a harsh vocal critic of Robinson’s election as bishop. He installed a
Virginia rector, the Rev. Martyn Minns, as bishop of CANA without
authorization from Canterbury.
In 2008
congregations in Pittsburgh, PA., Quincy, IL., San Joaquin, CA, and Fort Worth,
TX, left the Episcopal Church.

EARLY 21TH CENTURY PERIOD
In 2008,
the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade in the United States,
the Episcopal Church became one of several mainline denominations to issue
a formal apology for the fact that some pre-Civil War Episcopalians held
slaves. It held a service of repentance at one of the nation's first black
churches, the African Episcopal Church of St.Thomas, founded in 1792 by
Absalom Jones.

EARLY 21TH CENTURY PERIOD

In 2009
the 76th General Convention prohibited congregations from denying
ordination to homosexual priests, authorized bishops to permit priests to
bless same-sex unions in states where they were legal, and encouraged
theological reflection on same-sex unions and the creation of liturgies that
may be used in them. The Convention charged the Standing Commission on
Liturgy and Music to develop theological and liturgical resources for samesex blessings and report back to the next General Convention in 2012.
In 2009
delegates representing 100,000 Anglicans in the U.S. and Canada formed
the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA). The new church claimed
700 parishes in 28 dioceses in the U.S. and Canada.

EARLY 20TH CENTURY PERIOD
In 2010
the Episcopal Church’s consecration of the Rev. Mary Glasspool—who was
in a same-sex relationship—as a suffragan bishop in the Diocese of Los
Angeles increased tensions within the Anglican Communion between
liberals and traditionalists. She was the first avowed lesbian to be
consecrated a bishop in the Anglican Communion. The Archbishop of
Canterbury issued a rebuke of the Episcopal Church for breaking the 2004
moratorium, and the Anglican Communion imposed sanctions on the
Episcopal Church, barring it from participating in ecumenical dialogue and
removing its decision-making powers in matters of Church doctrine.
In 2016
Bishop Glasspool became an assistant bishop in the Diocese of New York.

EARLY 21TH CENTURY PERIOD
In 2011
the Episcopal Church inaugurated a full-communion relationship with the
Northern and Southern provinces of the Moravian Church in North America.
The relationship of full communion was approved by the 76th General
Convention in 2009 and by the Provincial Synods of the Northern and
Southern Provinces of the Moravian Church in North America in 2010. The
Moravian Church is one of the oldest Protestant denominations, dating back
to 1457 in Europe and first coming to America in 1735. Its bishops do not
have an administrative role but rather serve as spiritual leaders and pastors
to the pastors. The Church claims that it has preserved apostolic succession.

EARLY 21TH CENTURY PERIOD
In 2012
the 77th General Convention approved the trial use of an official liturgy to
bless same-sex couples and their unions, called “The Witnessing and
Blessing of a Lifelong Covenant.”
Anthony Dale
Chapple and Dennis
Glenn Driskell –
biracial partners of
23 years who were
recently married in
New York City –
repeated vows to
each other in the
first Episcopal
Church gay wedding
(aka “The
Witnessing and
Blessing of a
Lifelong Covenant”)
at St. David’s Church
in downtown Austin,
TX in early 2013.

EARLY 21TH CENTURY PERIOD
In 2015
the Rt.Rev. Michael Bruce Curry, Bishop of North Carolina, was installed as
the 27th Presiding Bishop. He was the first African American Presiding
Bishop.

EARLY 21TH CENTURY PERIOD

in 2016
the Anglican Communion again imposed sanctions on the Episcopal Church
following the latter’s decision at its 78th General Convention the previous
year to abandon canonical language defining marriage as a union between a
man and a woman and to adopt two new rites of marriage that could be
used by both same-sex and opposite-sex couples.

EARLY 21TH CENTURY PERIOD
In 2018
Presiding Bishop Curry delivered a sermon at the wedding of Prince Harry
and Meghan Markle. This was a break from royal custom as senior clergy
from the Church of England traditionally give addresses at royal weddings.

