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Almighty and everlasting God,
from whom cometh every good and perfect gift:
Send down upon our bishops,
and other clergy,
and upon the congregations committed to their charge,
the healthful Spirit of thy grace:

and,
that they may truly please thee,
pour upon them the continual dew of thy blessing.
Grant this,
O Lord,
for the honor of our Advocate and Mediator,
Jesus Christ.
Amen.

LATE 16TH CENTURY COLONIAL PERIOD
In 1579
Sir Francis Drake's chaplain held the first English-language Communion
service in the Western Hemisphere, using the Book of Common Prayer,
after the landing of the Golden Hinde in northern California.

Sir Francis Drake (1540-96)
Cross commemorating the landing
of the Golden Hinde in California

LATE 16TH CENTURY COLONIAL PERIOD
In 1587
Virginia Dare was born in the what became the Lost Roanoke Colony in the
present state of North Carolina, the first child of English parents born in the
New World. She received the sacrament of Holy Baptism. A few days earlier
Manteo, a Croatan Indian chief, had been baptized. These were the first
Baptisms according to the Book of Common Prayer in the New World.

Imagined baptism of Virginia Dare, from an 1880 lithograph

EARLY 17TH CENTURY COLONIAL PERIOD
In 1607
the first permanent English settlement at Jamestown, Virginia really began
the history of our country and our church. Celebration of Holy Communion
by the Rev. Robert Hunt (c.1568/70-1608), Priest and First Chaplain took
place in that year.

Robert Hunt Memorial
Shrine at Jamestown that
replicates his outdoor
chapel

Anglican parishes spread steadily on the North American continent and
soon the Church of England was the established church in several Southern
colonies.

EARLY 17TH CENTURY COLONIAL PERIOD
Anglican chaplains brought their faith to the American colonies with the
first explorers. Anglican parishes spread steadily on the North American
continent.
In 1689
King's Chapel was built in Boston. It was the first Anglican Church in New
England, since the Puritan settlers had rejected the Church of England.

In 1693
the College of William & Mary, the second-oldest institution of higher
education in the United States, was started by Church of England in
Williamsburg, Virginia. It stressed Anglican faith and study.

LATE 17TH CENTURY COLONIAL PERIOD
From 1695-1705
expansion was rapid. Other church settlements were organized in larger
cities, such as New York and Philadelphia, and by the American Revolution
Anglican churches were located in every colony.

In Virginia, Maryland, North and South Carolina, and Georgia, the Church of
England was established as the official colonial religion supported by public
taxation. Anglicans thus had an unpopular reputation of being tied to the
English government through English colonial governments as well as
through the very name of Church of England.
The Church of England in the New World was overseen by the Bishop of
London, but it was limited in its work because no bishop was sent to the
colonies. A lack of bishops was a problem because colonial bishops were
needed to ordain priests and confirm church members.
Consequently, colonial ministers had to travel the dangerous return route to
England to be ordained. Although a number worked valiantly in the face of
grave obstacles, Anglican clergy were generally of poor quality and their
morale low. Some had left England to avoid difficulties at home; most lived
in conditions of isolation, frontier hardships, and great poverty.

LATE 17TH CENT. AND EARLY 18TH CENT. COLONIAL PERIOD
In 1698
the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge (SPCK) was founded by the
Rev. Thomas Bray and a small group of his friends. It published and
distributed Christian literature, encouraged Christian education at all levels,
and supported the planting of new churches around the world.
In 1701
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (SPG) was
founded by the Rev. Thomas Bray and a small group of lay and clerical
associates. It sent Anglican clergymen and religious literature to Britain’s
colonies, supported schoolmasters, and the establishment of new churches.
It was particularly active in the lower South, the mid-Atlantic, New England,
Bermuda, and colonies that would become part of Canada.

Thomas Bray
(1656 or 1658-1730)

17TH CENTURY AND 18TH CENTURY COLONIAL PERIOD

By 1790, in a nation of four
million,
Anglicans
were
reduced to about 10,000 due
to anti-English sentiment
during
the
American
Revolution.

LATE 18TH CENTURY AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD
In 1776
the Declaration of Independence was signed. Two-thirds of the signers were
nominal members of the Church of England. This would also be true with
those who signed the Constitution.

LATE 18TH CENTURY AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD
When the American Revolution began, there were about 300 Church of
England congregations in the 13 colonies, but the Revolution was a time of
crisis for Anglicans. The church suffered persecution and a decline in
membership during the Revolution because most Anglican clergy, who had all
sworn loyalty to the King in their ordinations, stayed loyal to the King’s
government. The Book of Common Prayer required prayers for the monarch,
beseeching God "to be his defender and keeper, giving him victory over all his
enemies.“
Over 80% of the clergy in New England, New York, and New Jersey were
Loyalists. (This is in contrast to the less than 23% Loyalist clergy in the four
southern colonies.) Many Anglicans fled to Canada or England.
The American Revolution left the
Anglican parishes shattered,
stripped of most of their financial
support, weakened by the flight
of many clergy and thousands of
members, with a number of
buildings destroyed and property
lost.

LATE 18TH CENTURY EARLY NATIONAL PERIOD
In 1786
the Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom, earlier crafted by
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826), separated church and state in the
Commonwealth of Virginia. This ended the government’s role in subsidizing
an official church (such as the Church of England), collecting church tithes,
and restricting freedom of individual religious practice. The Statute played a
critical role in the development of American religious freedom and the First
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. Jefferson, who sometimes attended
the Episcopal church and probably even served as a vestryman but was no
more than a nominal Anglican, asked that the Statute be one of the three
things (with the Declaration of Independence and the founding of the
University of Virginia ) to be preserved on any memorial erected after his
death.
Thomas Jefferson

Jefferson's
tombstone with
the inscription as
he stipulated.

LATE 18TH CENTURY EARLY NATIONAL PERIOD
The Church had to begin anew without Church of England support. It needed
bishops, a national organization, the ability to govern itself, and a new name.
In 1776
a Maryland Convention had voted “that every Prayer and Petition for the
King's Majesty, in the book of Common Prayer . . . be henceforth omitted in
all Churches and Chapels in this Province.”
In 1780

Anglicans in Maryland held a convention where the name
"Protestant Episcopal Church" was first used. Using the
term "Episcopal" emphasized their belief and usage of the
historic episcopate by the "laying-on-of-hands" rather
than the descriptive term "Anglican" which emphasized
their English origins. (Although the term Anglican is found
referring to the Church of England as far back as the 16th
century, actually its use did not become general until the
latter half of the 19th century.)

LATE 18TH CENTURY AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD
About 27% of Anglican priests nationwide supported independence. This
was especially true in Virginia. Most Philadelphia clergy also did so. First
among them was the Rev. William White (1748-1836), Rector of St.Peter’s
and Christ Church in Philadelphia for 57 years, and Chaplain of the
Continental Congress from 1777 to 1789, and then Chaplain of the Senate.
In 1782,
in The Case of the Episcopal Churches in the United States Considered, White
made the first proposal for an American Episcopal Church: traditional, but
separate from the Church of England. Congregations should form themselves
into an American church that would continue
the spiritual legacy of the Church of England
but would otherwise separate from it. It should
create bishops devoid of any civil authority,
elected by the clergy and laity, and who could
be removed from office, or deprived, by those
who elected them. He suggested that it not
bother about apostolic succession.

Rev. William White

LATE 18TH CENTURY EARLY NATIONAL PERIOD
In 1783
ten of the fourteen Connecticut clergy elected Samuel Seabury (1729-96) as
their bishop. Seabury, a royalist sympathizer during the Revolutionary War,
traveled to England, but English canon law prevented the consecration of any
clergyman who would not take the Oath of Allegiance to the English Crown.
In 1784
Seabury sought consecration from the Scottish Episcopal Church and was
consecrated as Bishop of Connecticut in Aberdeen. He thus became the first
bishop of the American Episcopal Church. Seabury promised to use the
Scottish 1764 Communion service, based on the Eastern Orthodox service.
Bishop Samuel Seabury

LATE 18TH CENTURY EARLY NATIONAL PERIOD
In 1787
after Parliament changed the law to permit the Church of England to offer
episcopal consecration to churches outside England, the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York and the Bishop of Bath and Wells consecrated the Rev.
William White as Bishop of Pennsylvania and the Rev. Samuel Provoost
(1742-1815) as Bishop of New York.
In 1790
the Rev. Dr. James Madison (1749-1812) was consecrated in Canterbury as
the Bishop of Virginia while remaining the president of William and Mary.
Bishop William White

Bishop Samuel Provoost

Bishop James Madison

LATE 18TH CENTURY EARLY NATIONAL PERIOD
In 1785,
with few precedents for a democratic form of church governance, the 1st
General Convention was held in Christ Church, Philadelphia, with clergy and
lay representatives from Delaware, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
South Carolina, and Virginia. Bishop Samuel Seabury and the New
Englanders boycotted this convention as no provision had been made for a
bishop to preside. With the Rev. William White presiding, this General
Convention authorized the preparation of an American Prayer Book and
named itself the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of
America. It also urged English bishops to ordain chosen American bishops
and the next year Parliament allowed American bishops to be consecrated
without an oath of allegiance.

Christ Church, Philadelphia,
founded in 1695, is still an
active parish today.

LATE 18TH CENTURY EARLY NATIONAL PERIOD
In 1786
the 2nd General Convention approved a rather radical Proposed American
Book of Common Prayer for use on a state-by-state basis.

LATE 18TH CENTURY EARLY NATIONAL PERIOD
In 1789
George Washington (1732-99) was inaugurated as the first President of
the United States on the balcony of Federal Hall in New York City. He was
the first of many Presidents who have been Episcopalians. He attended
services regularly and served on a vestry.
Washington responded
to his church’s
congratulations:
I request most reverend
and respected Gentlemen
that you will accept my
cordial thanks for your
devout supplications to
the Supreme Ruler of the
Universe in behalf of me—
May you, and the People
whom you represent be
the happy subjects of the
divine benedictions both
here and hereafter.

LATE 18TH CENTURY TO THE PRESENT
Nearly every U.S. President has identified as Christian, especially
Protestant. Episcopalians are extraordinarily well represented among the
Presidents compared to the church’s current membership of about 2% of the
population. There have been 11 Presidents who were Episcopalians, more
than any other denomination.
They are:
George Washington
Thomas Jefferson
James Madison
James Monroe
William Henry Harrison
John Tyler
Zachary Taylor
Franklin Pierce
Chester A. Arthur
Theodore Roosevelt
Franklin Delano Roosevelt
Gerald Ford
George H. W. Bush

LATE 18TH CENTURY EARLY NATIONAL PERIOD
In 1789
the 3rd General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the U.S.A.
met in Philadelphia with Bishop William White presiding. After a House of
Bishops and a House of Deputies were established, Bishop Samuel Seabury
agreed to attend. The convention adopted a constitution similar to Federal
Constitution of 1787, ratified 17 canons, and authorized an American Book
of Common Prayer prepared by White based on the Proposed Book of 1786,
the 1662 English Book of Common Prayer, and the Scottish Eucharistic rite of
1764. It would not be revised again until 1892.

LATE 18TH CENTURY EARLY NATIONAL PERIOD
In 1792
the Rev. Thomas John Claggett (1743-1816) was consecrated bishop for
Maryland by Bishops Seabury, White, Provoost, and Madison during the 4th
General Convention at Trinity Church on Wall Street in New York City. He was
the first bishop of the newly formed Protestant Episcopal Church in the
U.S.A. to be consecrated by Americans on American soil. Before the end of
the decade three other bishops had been consecrated.
Bishop Thomas John Claggett

LATE 18TH CENTURY EARLY NATIONAL PERIOD
The new church endured many painful trials in its evolution into a sound
organism.
Growth was slow and leadership ineffective.

During the post-Revolutionary period in American history all things English
were suspect. Many distrusted it as fundamentally an English institution.
The loss of the Methodists, as well as the demoralizing effects of a long war,
weakened its vitality.
Formal worship repelled people in an age of emotionalism and freedom in
religious expression.

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
In 1804
Bishop William White ordained Absalom Jones (1746-1818), a former slave,
as the first black priest in the Episcopal Church.
Rev. Absalom Jones

EARLY 19TH CENTURY TO THE PRESENT
St. John's Episcopal Church, Lafayette Square is often called the Church of the
Presidents. Every sitting president has attended the church at least once since
it was built in 1816, starting with James Madison.

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
In 1808
the 9thNinth General Convention discussed concerns for how the church
could be extended into the western territories of the expanding United
States.
In 1820
the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society (DFMS) was organized and
recognized by the 13th General Convention in 1821. This missionary
organization became the corporate body of the Episcopal Church.
In 1829
foreign missions were begun in Greece and subsequently expanded to other
countries.
In 1835
the 18th General Convention declared that all members of the Episcopal
Church were members of the (DFMS) and elected the first domestic
missionary bishop, Jackson Kemper, for Missouri and Indiana.

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
Beginning with the second decade of the 19th century, more effective
leadership ushered in a new era of vigorous development.
In 1816
John Henry Hobart (1775-1830) became the 3rd bishop of New York (181630). A high-churchman before the Oxford Movement in England, he led a
revival of the American church. He helped Anglicanism expand in the new
nation without compromising its
Bishop John Henry Hobart
traditions. He thought nothing of a
winter visitation of 2,000 miles in
western New York or 4,000 at a more
seasonal time. Hobart was rector of
Trinity Church Wall Street and
founder of both Hobart College and
General Theological Seminary.

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
In 1817
the 12th General Convention authorized the founding of the General
Theological Seminary in New York City. It was the first Episcopal seminary.
In 1823
the Diocese of Virginia authorized the founding of Virginia Theological
Seminary in Alexandria.
In 1839
the Diocese of Virginia established the first high school in Virginia, Episcopal
High School, adjacent to Virginia Theological Seminary.
GTS

VTS

MID-19TH CENTURY
In the 1840s
the Oxford Movement in the Church of England, which emphasized
the Catholic heritage of the church (High Church), became influential in the
Episcopal Church. It encouraged the building of many Gothic Revival and
Carpenter Gothic (using wood in place of stone) churches. It enriched the
worship services and spiritual discipline of the church but caused
considerable controversy, because many Episcopalians preferred to
emphasize the Protestant heritage (Low Church).
In later years the promotion of liberal theology, biblical criticism, the Social
Gospel, and the ecumenical movement lessened the tensions between the
High and Low Church attitudes.

MID-19TH CENTURY
Before the start of the Civil War in 1861 it was not unusual for Protestant
churches to split along sectional lines. Episcopalians were different, however,
as their separation was made only after the Confederacy was created when
Southern Episcopal dioceses joined the Protestant Episcopal Church of the
Confederate States of America. Throughout the war both northern and
southern sections of the church maintained friendly attitudes. Northern
Episcopalians never officially recognized the separation, and the separation
ended at the conclusion of the war in 1865.
After the war the Presiding Bishop, John Henry Hopkins, Bishop of Vermont,
invited every Southern bishop to attend the 28th General Convention in
Philadelphia in October 1865 to pull the church back together again. Thus
within six months of the South’s surrender Southern Episcopalians reunited
with their counterparts in the North.

MID-19TH CENTURY
in 1841
the Rev. Leonidas Polk (1806-64), the Missionary Bishop of Arkansas and the
Indian Territory, became the Bishop of Louisiana.
In 1860
Polk laid the cornerstone of the University of the South, commonly known as
Sewanee. He also was one of the founders of the Protestant Episcopal
Church of the Confederate States of America.
In 1861
Polk was commissioned a major general in the Confederate Army and then
promoted to lieutenant general. He was known as "Sewanee's Fighting
Bishop.”

LATE 19TH CENTURY
In 1867
the American church began to take a regular part in the Lambeth
Conferences, periodic meetings of the bishops of the Anglican Communion
convened by the Archbishop of Canterbury. As the Anglican Communion is
an international association of autonomous national and regional churches,
the Conferences serve a collaborative and consultative function.
Such meetings were first suggested in 1851 by Bishop John Henry Hopkins
of Vermont in a letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Lambeth Palace is the
official London residence
of the Archbishop of
Canterbury situated in
London on the south
bank of the River
Thames.

LATE 19TH CENTURY
In 1873
eight clergymen and twenty laymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church
founded a new church in New York City because they felt that their old
church had so dramatically changed due to the Anglo-Catholics that they
had no alternative but to reorganize. The Rt. Rev. George David Cummins
(1822-76), Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Kentucky, was the founding
Bishop of the Reformed Episcopal Church. This group remained fairly small
until recent schisms benefitted it.
Bishop George David Cummins

LATE 19TH CENTURY

In 1886
the House of Bishops, meeting in the 35th Convention in Chicago, passed
a resolution that the bishops of the Anglican Communion at the Lambeth
Conference of 1888 subsequently approved with modifications. Known as
the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral, it states four Anglican essentials about
the scriptures, creeds, sacraments, and the historic episcopate needed for a
reunited Christian Church.
In 1895
the 38th General Convention affirmed the Quadrilateral in its Lambeth form.

LATE 19TH CENTURY
In 1892
the 37th General Convention gave final approval to a conservative revision of
the 1789 Book of Common Prayer. The changes were so modest that this
prayer book’s tenure was relatively short, being replaced by a much more
extensive revision in 1928.
It did modernize some of the arcane language, gave ministers more discretion
in choosing lessons, and added the Magnificat and the Nunc Dimittis as
canticles at Evening Prayer.

LATE 19TH CENTURY
In the years following the Civil War the Episcopal Church grew from
160,000 communicants in 1866 to 720,000 in 1900 and expanded into all
parts of the United States.

OUR HISTORY SUMMARIZED IN A FAMILIAR LOGO
The red Cross of St.George, the patron saint of England, on a white field is
symbolic of our colonial origins in the Church of England. The blue field in the
upper left corner is the Episcopal Church. It features a Cross of St.Andrew, in
recognition of the fact that the first American bishop, Samuel Seabury, was
consecrated in Scotland. This cross is made up of nine mini-crosses, which
represent the nine dioceses (Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, and South Carolina) that
met in Philadelphia in 1789 to form the Protestant Episcopal Church of the
U.S.A.
Of course, the white field also represents the
purity of the Christian religion, the red cross
the sacrifice of Jesus and the blood of the
martyrs, the blue in the upper left-hand corner
for the sky and for the Madonna, often used by
artists to represent Jesus’ human nature
received from his mother.
The colors red, white, and blue represent the
flag of the United States and are also found in
the British Union Jack.

