Welcome
to OUR 8th VIRTUAL GSP class!

our Parish Church’s
interest in St.Paul.

A Collect for the Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul
O God,
who, by the preaching of thine apostle Paul,
hast caused the light of the Gospel
to shine throughout the world:
Grant, we beseech thee,
that we, having his wonderful conversion in remembrance,
may show forth our thankfulness unto thee for the same
by following the holy doctrine which he taught;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God,
now and for ever.
Amen.
.

GRACE TO OUR PARISH
Tucson’s oldest Episcopal parish, organized in 1881, named itself Grace
Episcopal Church. This parish merged with St.Paul’s Episcopal Church in 1991
to become Grace St.Paul’s.
This means that the merged parish’s patron saint is St.Paul the Apostle. Our
annual meetings take place near the day commemorating his conversion,
and the presiding priest names him first in the list of commemorated holy
people mentioned in the Eucharistic prayer.

Apostle Paul
(494-95),
ceiling mosaic,
Archiepiscopal
Chapel of St.
Andrew (oratory),
Ravenna, Italy

St.Paul
(13th century)
fresco in Vatican Museum

St.Paul
(1426)
by Masaccio

Detail of St.Paul
from The Four Holy Men
(1526)
by Albrecht Dürer

Paul the Apostle
(16th-century)
attributed to Lucas van Leyden

Apostle Paul
(c.1633)
by Rembrandt

The Apostle Paul
(c.1657)
by Rembrandt

St.Paul Preaching in Berea,
contemporary mosaic,
center of the Altar of the Apostle Paul,
Viera, Greece

ST.PAUL’S SIGNIFICANCE
• St.Paul influenced and inspired countless
individuals and institutions.
• He was the Church’s first theologian.
• He outlined Christianity’s ethical demands.
• He was a missionary to the Gentiles.

• He challenged early Christians to accept
Gentiles into the Church as full members.
• He taught about salvation through grace and
about Christ's death and resurrection.
• His letters laid the foundations for much of the
Church’s belief and practice today.
• He was a martyr.
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GRACE AND ST.PAUL
The Hebrew equivalent of St.Paul’s word for “grace” is found only 68
times in the whole Old Testament (which is nearly twelve times the
size of his epistles including Hebrews) and then not always relating
to God’s grace, and never to the dispensation of grace. In the four
Gospels (nearly twice the size of his epistles) the word grace
(Greek charis) with its derivatives appears in the original only 13
times (much less often in the King James Version) and then rarely in
even a doctrinal, much less a dispensational, connection.
By comparison, St.Paul’s epistles, only about one twelfth
the size of the Old Testament and one-half the size of the
four Gospels, employs the word ”grace” and its
derivatives no less than 144 times. This is more often
than all the rest of the Bible together and nearly twice as
often as the whole Old Testament and the four Gospels
together. In his epistles the word is nearly always used
doctrinally, in connection with the dispensation of grace.
Every epistle signed by his name opens with a
proclamation of grace and peace from God our Father,
and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

WHAT DID ST.PAUL LOOK LIKE?
The very earliest images of St.Paul show his distinctive beard and
hairline. The hairline may be traced to the 2nd-century Acts of Paul
and Thecla, which says he was bald. This work also describes him as
"a man small in size," but artists usually ignore this description.
The 4th-century portrait (shown below) found in the catacombs of
St.Thecla in Rome is one of the earliest portraits.

WHAT DID ST.PAUL LOOK LIKE?
To the right is a facial
composite
of Paul the Apostle,
made by German
state police experts.

WHY IS ST.PAUL PICTURED CARRYING A SWORD?
Because of a long-standing
tradition of depicting
martyr saints with the
instrument of their death,
St.Paul is often shown
with a sword. As he was a
Roman citizen, he could
not be crucified. Instead,
he was decapitated with a
sword outside Rome’s
walls.
“Paul’s
beheading
was
but the culmination of a life
of sacrifice poured out as a
drink offering to his Lord
Jesus Christ.” (2 Timothy 2:6).

The sword may also symbolize
that, before his conversion, he
was a persecutor of members
of the Church. Holding a sword
in a nonthreatening manner
could show his conversion
from killing with it to his
acceptance
of
Christ's
instruction to turn the other
cheek and avoid violence.
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WHY IS ST.PAUL PICTURED CARRYING A SWORD?
St.Paul is associated with the Epistle to the Ephesians,
which speaks of the “armor of God,” a spiritual armor
that prepares a Christian to “stand against the wiles of
the devil. For we are not contending against flesh and
blood, but against the principalities, against the powers,
against the world rulers of this present darkness, against
the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places”
(Ephesians 6:11-12).
A few verse later the author writes, “And take the . . .
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God”
(Ephesians 6:17).
This 1325 painting by the Italian Lippo Memmi is an
early portrait with the iconic sword. St.Paul also holds
several of the letters he wrote to various churches. The
letter on top has the superscription AD ROMANOS–i.e,
the letter to the Romans.

The noted religion writer Karen Armstrong subtitled her biography of St.Paul,
The Apostle We Love to Hate.

ST.PAUL’S PRE-CHRISTIAN PHASE (c.10–35)
• Paul was a Diaspora Jew born in Tarsus, the capital of Cilicia,
and possibly also lived and received part of his education
in Jerusalem, "at the feet of Gamaliel."
• He had Hebrew parents but was also a Roman citizen.
• He was multi-lingual (Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek) and bicultural (Jewish and Hellenistic/Greek), making him an ideal
"transition figure" for spreading Christianity to the Roman
empire.
• He was originally named “Saul” but later (as a Christian)
changed his name to “Paul.”
• Raised as a Pharisee,
he zealously practiced Jewish
traditions.
• He began persecuting the
Jesus’ followers because he
considered their belief in
Jesus as Messiah to be
incompatible with Judaism.

FIRST PHASE OF ST.PAUL'S NEW CHRISTIAN LIFE:
IN THE EAST (c.35–49)
• Jesus revealed himself to St.Paul (traditionally called Paul's
"conversion") while he is traveling on the road to Damascus in southern
Syria.
• He began preaching around Arabia, Damascus, Syria, and Cilicia,
despite some opposition.
• Barnabas took an interest in St.Paul, guided and
protected him, and introduced him to other
Christians.
• Commissioned by the church of Antioch, in
Northern Syria, Barnabas and he went on their
first missionary journey to Cyprus, Pamphylia,
and Phrygi).
• Barnabas and he participated in the Council of
Jerusalem (c.49 or 51).
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EARLY INDEPENDENT MISSIONARY PHASE:
IN MACEDONIA AND ACHAIA (c.50–52)
• Paul broke with Barnabas.
• He traveled with Silas and Timothy through Asia and crossed over
to Macedonia, where they established small Christian churches, esp.
in Philippi and Thessalonica, possibly also in Beroea.
• After being driven out of one Macedonian city after another, the
three missionaries went down to Achaia.
• On his own he briefly visited Athens, but his
preaching is not very successful there.
• With his companions he moved on to Corinth,
the capital of Achaia, where they stayed for
over 18 months and met Prisca and Aquila in
Corinth.
• He was brought to trial before the Proconsul
Gallio.
• From Corinth, he and his companions wrote 1
Thessalonians and maybe 2 Thessalonians.

MATURE MISSIONARY LEADERSHIP PHASE:
IN ASIA MINOR (c.53–57)
• St.Paul traveled through Asia, then to Syria (including brief
visits to Jerusalem and Antioch), and back again to Ephesus,
the capital of Asia.
• He remained in Ephesus for at least 27 months or longer,
preaching and strengthening the churches.
• Ephesus became his "missionary headquarters" with more
and more associates over time.
• He traveled personally and sent and received messengers
and letters back and forth from Ephesus to Macedonia,
Corinth, various parts of Asia Minor, and possibly other
regions .
• He and his associates founded other Christian communities
in and around Asia Minor and established a church in
Colossae.
• He encountered opposition from Jews and Gentiles and was
blamed for a riot caused by some silversmiths in
Ephesus and probably spent some time in prison in Ephesus.
• From Ephesus, he and his companions wrote 1 and 2
Corinthians, Philippians, Philemon, and probably Galatians.

Some version of this map showing St.Paul’s missionary journeys
seems to appear in every Bible with colored plates.

St.Paul in prison

FINAL MISSIONARY TRAVEL PHASE:
TO THE WEST (c.58–62/64)
• St.Paul wanted to go west to Rome and Spain but first to collect and
deliver money for poor Christians in Jerusalem.
• He stayed in Corinth three more months and wrote Romans from
there.
• He and some associates delivered money to
Jerusalem and was arrested in the Temple.
• He was held under arrest for about two years
in Caesarea.
• At his trial he appealed to Caesar and was taken
to Rome.
• There he remained under house-arrest for another
two years.
• He possibly wrote Collosians from prison in
Caesarea (or later from Rome).
• Early Christian tradition agrees that he was
executed during Emperor Nero’s reign either at the
end of his first Roman imprisonment (62) or after a
possible return from Spain (64).

AFTER ST.PAUL'S DEATH:
HIS LEGACY CONTINUED (60's-90s and beyond)
• St.Paul's associates continued to preach, gain new converts, build up
Christian communities, address problems, write letters, etc.
• 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, and Ephesians were probably written in his
name by his followers after his death).
• Ephesus and Colossae remained strong centers of Pauline-style
Christianity, possibly led by Timothy and Onesimus, respectively.
• Someone began collecting (and editing) his letters.
• By the end of the 1st century, about 10 letters were circulating
together (not yet including 1 and 2 Timothy or Titus), with Ephesians
possibly functioning as an introduction or "cover letter."
• Eventually, 13 letters attributed to him became part of the
NT.
• Hebrews was sometimes thought to be written by him,
although most scholars now agree that it was not.
• Other legends about him developed and were recorded
in non-canonical works (e.g., the Acts of Paul and the Acts of
Paul and Thecla).

CONTROVERSIES ABOUT ST.PAUL
DID HE INVENT CHRISTIANITY?

CONTROVERSIES ABOUT ST.PAUL
DID HE INVENT CHRISTIANITY?
Jesus preached almost exclusively about the kingdom of heaven,
while Paul highlighted justification by faith. Some have been so sure
that St.Paul was the originator of what we call the Christian religion
that they called him the first great corrupter of Jesus’ simple religion.
We still hear today the cry “back to Jesus” which has as its flip side
“and away with Paul.”

He was not the inventor of Christianity, but he was a catalyst which
helped lead the Jesus movement out of Judaism and into being its
own religious group with a large number of Gentiles.
There was rivalry between Petrine and Pauline Christianity, but Paul
shared in common with all other Christians that Jesus was the risen
Lord and that He was the Son of God come in the flesh. His
Christology he shared with his fellow followers of Jesus, though
doubtless he explained and explored and applied these truths in
fresh ways in his churches.

St.Paul, right, appears to have
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with St.Peter
in a painting by El Greco, c.1600

CONTROVERSIES ABOUT ST.PAUL
DID HE INITIATE THE IDEA OF JESUS AS GOD?
There is huge disagreement in the scholarly community on whether
St.Paul was the first to deify Jesus, identifying him with Israel’s God,
and thus possibly perverting Jesus' message by deifying him.
It can be argued that his perception of Jesus as God is entirely
compatible with some Jewish thought. There is an affinity between
his theology as represented in his letters and the various beliefs in
Second Temple Judaism. Still others claim that neither he nor any of
the earliest Christians actually perceived Jesus as God.

Some argue that this identification of Jesus with God is evident in
hymns (e.g.Philippians 2.6-11; Colossians 1.15-20) and creeds (1
Corinthians 8.6); perhaps also the Maranatha, 'Come, Lord!' of 1
Corinthians 16.22) that existed before he embedded them into his
own letters, as well as devotional practices that had been going on
before he began following Jesus (e.g. prayer and worship for God are
directed 'through' Jesus; baptism is done in Jesus' name; Jesus is the
center of the Eucharist).

CONTROVERSIES ABOUT ST.PAUL
DID HE ACTUALLY WRITE THE PAULINE EPISTLES?
St.Paul did not think of himself as
writing scripture but his letters
became a major part of the New
Testament.
The Pauline epistles, also called the
Epistles or Letters of St.Paul, are the
thirteen New Testament books
attributed to him, although the
authorship of some is in dispute.
Among these epistles are some of
the
earliest
extant
Christian
documents. They provide an insight
into the beliefs and controversies of
early Christianity. As part of the
canon of the New Testament, they
are foundational texts for Christian
theology and ethics.

CONTROVERSIES ABOUT ST.PAUL
DID HE ACTUALLY WRITE THE PAULINE EPISTLES?
Seven letters (with consensus
dates) considered genuine by most scholars:
First Thessalonians (c.50 AD)
Galatians (c.53)
First Corinthians (c.53–54)
Philippians (c.55)
Philemon (c.55)
Second Corinthians (c.55–56)
Romans (c.57)

The letters on which scholars are about
evenly divided:
Colossians (c.62)
Second Thessalonians (c.49–51)

The letters thought to be
pseudepigraphic by many scholars:
Ephesians (c.62)
First Timothy (c.62–64)
Second Timothy (c.62–64)
Titus (c.62–64)

CONTROVERSIES ABOUT ST.PAUL
DID HE ACTUALLY WRITE THE PAULINE EPISTLES?
Most scholars agree that St.Paul actually wrote 7 of the 13 Pauline epistles,
but that 4 of them are pseudepigraphic (Ephesians, 1st Timothy, 2nd
Timothy, and Titus) and that two other epistles are of questionable
authorship (2nd Thessalonians and Colossians). The Epistle to the Hebrews,
although it does not bear his name, was traditionally considered Pauline,
but from the 16th century onwards opinion steadily moved against Pauline
authorship and few scholars now ascribe it to St.Paul, mostly because it
does not read like any of his other epistles in style and content.
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CONTROVERSIES ABOUT ST.PAUL
WAS HE A HOMOSEXUAL?
Struggle against homosexual desire
may have inspired St.Paul the
Apostle to write sublime Biblical
teachings on unconditional love and
inclusivity and also a few “clobber
passages” used by anti-LGBTQ
bigots.

Both St.Paul’s sense of unworthiness
and his appreciation for God’s grace
may have the same unexpected
cause: he might have been a
celibate homosexual man trying to
reconcile prohibitions in Jewish
sacred texts and a same-sex
attraction. This may have been the
“thorn in the flesh” that God
refused to remove despite his
prayers.

CONTROVERSIES ABOUT ST.PAUL
WAS HE A HOMOSEXUAL?
Bishop John Shelby Spong presented
the case for St.Paul’s homosexuality in
his 1991 bestseller Rescuing the Bible
from Fundamentalism:
Nothing else, in my opinion, could
account for Paul’s self-judging rhetoric,
his negative feeling toward his own
body, and his sense of being controlled
by something he had no power to
change. The war that went on between
what he desired with his mind and
what he desired with his body, his
drivenness to a legalistic religion of
control, his fear when that system was
threatened, his attitude toward
women, his refusal to seek marriage as
an outlet for his passion —nothing else
accounts for this data as well as the
possibility that Paul was a gay male.

Roman soldiers
St.Polyeuct and St.Nearchus
were same-sex lovers
in the 3rd-century church.

CONTROVERSIES ABOUT ST.PAUL
WAS HE A MISOGYNIST?

CONTROVERSIES ABOUT ST.PAUL
WAS HE A MISOGYNIST?
St.Paul’s goal was to spread the gospel and to represent Christ in a
positive and socially acceptable way. His aims and goals are reflected
in the language he used to explain and address issues regarding
women and their roles in both society and the church.
His movement was very attractive for wealthy women and widows.
They often opened their houses for worship and could experience
authority, social status, political power, and dignity within his
movement. This concept is reflected in his relationship with Phoebe,
Chloe, and Rufus's mother. At least eighteen women are mentioned
in the Pauline letters. He mentioned sixteen by name.
His concerns and ordinances for women addressed issues and
concerns on a case by case basis. They were not intended to be
universal codes for Christianity. The issue of universality in the
Apostle’s writings, it seems, is not with him, but with the societies
interpreting his works.

CONTROVERSIES ABOUT ST.PAUL
WAS HE A MISOGYNIST?
If we look at Ephesians 5:21-30, the context expresses St.Paul’s
sentiments as focused on interdependence between husband and
wife, not a nonreciprocal relationship based on the submission of
wives to husbands.
His explanation of modesty and veiling of women seen in 1
Corinthians 11:4-12 is not an oppressive command for modesty but a
societal norm within the city of Corinth during the correspondence
between the church and the Apostle.
Galatians 3:28 and Roman 16:1-2 are indicative of his attitude
toward women as a man who did not care about gender because of
his belief that all people are equal in Christ.
He was a man who believed in equality in Christ, who knew the
societal issues and implications of the questions he addressed, and
answered these questions in the most righteous and least
conspicuous way that he knew.

CONTROVERSIES ABOUT ST.PAUL
WAS HE A MISOGYNIST?
St.Paul compared his own apostolic ministry to that of a woman
breastfeeding her child.
He valued Priscilla, Euodia, and Syntyche as his co-workers in ministry
and referred to Junia as outstanding among the apostles.
He commended Phoebe to the church at Rome as our sister, as
minister or deacon of the church at Cenchrea, and as a patron of
many, and entrusted to her his letter to the Romans.
He acknowledged positively the labors of Mary of Rome, Tryphena,
Tryphosa, and Persis.
He loved Persis.
He warmly mentioned no less than 10 women in Romans chapter 16.
He took seriously a report from Chloe of Corinth’s people.
He passed on greetings from Claudia of Rome and sent greetings
to Apphia of Colossae.
He recognized the house church of Nympha in Laodicea .
He accepted Lydia’s hospitality in Philippi and held meetings of the
fledgling Philippian congregation in her home.
He respected the faith and teaching of Lois and Eunice.

