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WHAT DO 
WE KNOW 

ABOUT 
ST.MARK

THE EVANGELIST?



St.MARK the Evangelist, 
1804,

Icon from the royal 
gates of the central 

iconostasis of the Kazan 
Cathedral in Saint 

Petersburg



COLLECT FOR THE FEAST OF 

SAINT MARK THE EVANGELIST 

25 April

Almighty God, 

who by the hand of  Mark the evangelist 

hast given to thy Church 

the Gospel of  Jesus Christ the Son of  God: 

We thank thee for this witness, 

and pray that we may be firmly grounded 

in its truth; 

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who liveth and reigneth

with thee and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen.

A version of this collect was composed for the First Book of Common Prayer (1549).





According to Coptic tradition
St.MARK the Evangelist was born
about the year 12 in the ancient
Greek city of Cyrene on the North
African coast and died about the
year 68 in Alexandria, Egypt.

Traditionally he is the author of
the earliest canonical Gospel, the
traveling companion of his cousin
Barnabas when he was
journeying with the Apostle Paul,
a close friend of the Apostle
Peter, and the founder of the
Church of Alexandria, one of the
most important episcopal sees of
Early Christianity.

WHO WAS ST.MARK THE EVANGELIST?

St.MARK the Evangelist, 1448,
by Andrea Mantegna



In Western Christianity the feast
day of St.MARK the Evangelist is
celebrated on 25 April. It was first
observed by the time of Gregory
the Great (590-604).

He is consider to be the patron
saint of:

• lions,
• lawyers,
• notaries,
• opticians,
• pharmacists,
• painters,
• secretaries,
• interpreters,
• prisoners, and
• people dealing with insect

bites.

WHO WAS ST.MARK THE EVANGELIST?

St.MARK the Evangelist listening to the winged lion, 
in the Carolingian manuscript Codex Aureus of Lorsch or Lorsch Gospels



In the earliest Christian iconography the four evangelists were
represented by the "four living creatures" of Revelation 4, with the
one "like a lion" representing St.MARK. His symbol, a winged desert
lion, derives from St.MARK’s description of John the Baptist as a
“voice of one crying out in the desert” (Mark 1:3), which artists
compared to a roaring lion. The wings come from the application of
Ezekiel’s vision of four winged creatures to the evangelists.

The lion might also be associated with Jesus‘ Resurrection because
lions were believed to sleep with open eyes, thus a comparison with
Christ in his tomb, and Christ as king. Besides the lion in the desert,
St.MARK the Evangelist can be depicted as a man:

on a bishop’s throne decorated with lions
helping Venetian sailors
holding a book with pax tibi Marce written on it
holding a palm and book or scroll
at a desk using a pen
with a halter around his neck
rescuing Christian slaves from Saracens

HOW IS ST.MARK THE EVANGELIST DEPICTED?



One of the three synoptic Gospels, the Gospel according to St.MARK
is the earliest (and the shortest) of the four canonical Gospels. It was a
source used by both Matthew and Luke. More than 90% of the
content of MARK’s Gospel appears in Matthew’s and more than 50%
in Luke’s.

It was written in Greek, for a Gentile audience, and probably in Rome,
although Galilee, Antioch (third-largest city in the Roman Empire,
located in northern Syria), and southern Syria have also been
suggested.

WHAT IS ST.MARK’S GOSPEL?



Although the book is anonymous, apart
from the ancient heading “According to
MARK” in manuscripts, it has usually been
assigned to John Mark, in whose mother’s
house at Jerusalem Christians assembled.

Evidence for MARK the Evangelist's
authorship of the Gospel that bears his
name originates with the Apostolic Father
Papias of Hierapolis. Although many
scholars are almost certain that Papias is
referencing John MARK, modern
mainstream Bible scholars discard his
information as unreliable.

This MARK was supposedly a cousin of
Barnabas and accompanied Barnabas and
the Apostle Paul on a missionary journey.
He appears in the Apostle Paul’s and the
Apostle Peter’s letters.

WHO WROTE ST.MARK’S GOSPEL?

Today many scholars reject the
ascription of this Gospel to a
companion of the Apostle Peter.
This tradition probably arose from an
Early Christian desire to link the work
to an authoritative figure.



Since the middle of the 20th century
there has been a growing consensus
that the author’s primary purpose
was to announce a message rather
than to report history, even though
the Gospel mentioned several
eyewitnesses, real locations, and
was written with vivid description
and detail.

MARK’s Gospel was written to
strengthen the faith of those who
already believed, not to convert
unbelievers. The book aimed to
equip such Christians to stand
faithful in the face of persecution,
while going on with the
proclamation of the gospel begun in
Galilee.

WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF ST.MARK’S GOSPEL?

Miniature of St.MARK the Evangelist, 1503-08,
from the Grandes Heures of Anne of Brittany 

by Jean Bourdichon



MARK’s Gospel is said to have been written shortly before the year
70 in Rome, at a time of impending persecution and when
destruction loomed over Jerusalem. Scholars date the Gospel to
c.66-74, either shortly before or after the Second Temple’s
destruction in the year 70. Some scholars think the author might
have been writing as a Galilean Christian against those Jewish
Christians in Jerusalem who saw the Jewish revolt against Rome as
the beginning of the “end times.” For this author, the Second
Coming would be in Galilee, not Jerusalem, and not until the
generation following the revolt.

WHEN WAS ST.MARK’S GOSPEL WRITTEN?



Whether St. MARK the Evangelist
himself was a Gentile or a Jew
remains a subject of scholarly
debate.

He may have been someone who
was apparently mentored by the
Apostle Peter and the Apostle
Paul. The writing style and genre are
much like the Epistles attributed to
the Apostle Peter near the end of
the New Testament.

Scholars tend to believe it to be the
work of someone working with
various sources, including
collections of miracle stories,
controversy stories, parables, and a
passion narrative.

MARK in the Four Gospels manuscript, 1495

WHO WROTE ST.MARK’S GOSPEL?



The Apostle Peter’s influence should
not be exaggerated, but Early Church
writers seem convinced that he is the
true source of the Gospel of MARK,
since MARK was his aide and
interpreter, providing strong external
evidence for MARK being the author,
and the Apostle Peter being the oral
source including MARK’s hearing of
the Apostle Peter’s preaching.

There is strong internal evidence for
this because this Gospel gives us an
eyewitness perspective that the
Apostle Peter could have given. For
example, the Transfiguration was
witnessed only by James, John, and
Peter.

WHAT ARE THE SOURCES FOR ST.MARK’S GOSPEL?

St.MARK the Evangelist, 1609,
Painted miniature, Gospel head-piece 
from Illuminated Armenian Gospels



A close relationship between MARK and the Apostle Peter is
suggested by the greetings from “my son MARK” in 1 Peter 5:13.

The Apostolic Father Papias of Hierapolis (c.135) described MARK as
the Apostle Peter’s “interpreter,” a view found in other patristic
writers.

WHAT ARE THE SOURCES FOR ST.MARK’S GOSPEL?

St.MARK the Evangelist, c.810, illuminated manuscript page 
from the Gospel book of Charlemagne’s Court school



In his commentary on 1 Peter, Clement of Alexandria (c.150-215)
mentioned:

MARK, the follower of Peter, while Peter publicly preached the Gospel at Rome
before some of Caesar’s equites, and adduced many testimonies to Christ, in
order that thereby they might be able to commit to memory what was spoken,
of what was spoken by Peter wrote entirely what is called the Gospel according
to MARK.

In Against Heresies, Irenaeus of Lyons (c.115-202) wrote about the origins
of each Gospel and said:

Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their own dialect,
while Peter and Paul were preaching at Rome, and laying the foundations of the
Church. After their departure, MARK, the disciple and interpreter of Peter, did
also hand down to us in writing what had been preached by Peter.

WHAT ARE THE SOURCES FOR ST.MARK’S GOSPEL?

According to Eusebius (c.260/65-339), bishop of Caesarea, somewhere on his
way to Rome the Apostle Peter encountered MARK and took him as travel
companion and interpreter. St.MARK the Evangelist wrote down the Apostle
Peter’s sermons, thus composing the Gospel according to MARK (Eccl.
Hist. 15-16), before he left for Alexandria in the third year of Claudius (43).



In Against Marcion, Tertullian (who lived around 160–225 AD) wrote
about the authority of the Gospels:

The same authority of the apostolic churches will afford evidence to the
other Gospels also, which we possess equally through their means, and
according to their usage—I mean the Gospels of John and Matthew—
whilst that which MARK published may be affirmed to be Peter’s whose
interpreter MARK was. For even Luke’s form of the Gospel men usually
ascribe to Paul. And it may well seem that the works which disciples
publish belong to their masters.

Origen, the 2nd- and 3rd-century Bible scholar, supported MARK’s
authorship as well. In his commentary on Matthew he talks about
the order the Gospels were written in:

The second written was that according to MARK, who wrote it
according to the instruction of Peter, who, in his General Epistle,
acknowledged him as a son, saying, ‘The church that is in Babylon,
elect together with you, saluteth you; and so doth MARK my son.’

WHAT ARE THE SOURCES FOR ST.MARK’S GOSPEL?



The place of the Gospel’s composition is a subject of scholarly debate.
Some think that the author wrote his work in Rome, others that he
wrote in Alexandria, still others suggest Syria.

WHERE WAS ST.MARK’S GOSPEL WRITTEN?



The principal divisions of the Gospel according to MARK are:
• The Preparation for the Public Ministry of Jesus (1:1-13)
• The Mystery of Jesus (1:14-8:26) 
• The Mystery Begins to Be Revealed (8:27-9:32)
• The Full Revelation of the Mystery (9:33-16:8)

The Gospel can be seen as a series of questions asking first who
Jesus is (the answer being that he is the Messiah), then what form
his mission takes (a mission of suffering culminating in the
Crucifixion and Resurrection, events only to be understood when the
questions are answered).

One scholar makes that case for recognizing the incidents of Jesus'
Baptism, Transfiguration, and Crucifixion, at the beginning, middle
and end of the Gospel, as three key moments, each with common
elements, and each portrayed in an apocalyptic light.

HOW IS ST.MARK’S GOSPEL ORGANIZED?



MARK’s Gospel is a collection of accounts of Jesus' early ministry and of
many of His miracles and parables, and a passion narrative. It portrays
Jesus as a teacher, an exorcist, a healer, and a miracle worker. The way
the author tells the story suggests that his audience lived outside the
Jewish homeland, spoke Greek rather than Aramaic, and was not familiar
with Jewish customs. They were probably Gentile converts, especially
those living in Rome.

In the original ending of MARK’s Gospel there are no post-Resurrection
appearances of Jesus.

Unlike the Fourth Gospel, MARK’s Gospel never calls Jesus "God" or
claims that Jesus had a divine existence prior to His earthly life.

Unlike Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospels, MARK’s does not mention a virgin
birth and apparently believes that Jesus had a normal human parentage
and birth.

Unlike Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospels, MARK’s makes no attempt to trace
Jesus' ancestry back to King David or Adam with a genealogy.

HOW IS ST.MARK’S GOSPEL ORGANIZED?



MARK's Gospel is a simple, succinct, unadorned, yet vivid account
of Jesus' ministry, emphasizing more on what Jesus did than on
what he said. MARK moves quickly from one episode in Jesus' life
and ministry to another, often using the adverb "immediately."

The Gospel is a dramatic composition because it uses a motif of
secrecy and misunderstanding to be the occasion for bringing
together a number of the key symbolic moments in Jesus’ story.
The disciples, his closest friends and followers, failed to understand
His true identity.

HOW IS ST.MARK’S GOSPEL ORGANIZED?



The New Testament only mentions John MARK by
name a handful of times. He is often identified with
the evangelist. The Acts of the Apostles mentions a
certain "John, who was also called MARK" or simply
"John."

His name first appears, when the Apostle Peter
escapes from prison and retreats to a house of
Christians, which happens to be the house of John
MARK’s mother, Mary.

In Acts 12:12: 
As soon as he realized this, he went to the house of
Mary, the mother of John whose other name was
MARK, where many had gathered and were praying.

Many scholars speculate that this was the start of a
long-standing relationship between them, and that
MARK eventually recorded the Apostle Peter’s
account of Jesus’ life and ministry in his Gospel.

WHERE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT IS ST.MARK MENTIONED?

St.MARK the Evangelist, 
1411-13, by Donatello



St.MARK the Evangelist is known only from
the patristic tradition, which associates him
with the Apostle Peter. The Apostolic Father
Papias of Hierapolis (c.60-163) says the
MARK who wrote the Gospel was not an
eyewitness:

MARK, having become the interpreter of
Peter, wrote down accurately, though not in
order, whatsoever he remembered of the
things said or done by Christ. For he neither
heard the Lord nor followed him, but
afterward, as I said, he followed Peter, who
adapted his teaching to the needs of his
hearers, but with no intention of giving a
connected account of the Lord’s discourses,
so that MARK committed no error while he
thus wrote some things as he remembered
them. For he was careful of one thing, not
to omit any of the things which he had
heard, and not to state any of them falsely.

WAS ST.MARK THE EVANGELIST USING ST.PETER
AS HIS GOSPEL’S SOURCE?

St.MARK the Evangelist, 17th century,
naïve painting by unknown artist in the 

choir of St.Mary’s church, Åhus, Sweden 



St.MARK the Evangelist
writes his Evangelium

at the dictation of St.Peter, 
17th century, 

by Pasquale Ottino



John MARK’s role in the early
Church often is associated with
the presumed wealth and prestige
of his mother Mary, who owned a
large house in Jerusalem, with a
maidservant (Rhoda). She could
support gatherings of early
Christians for worship.

Coptic tradition holds that
St.MARK the Evangelist hosted
the disciples in this house after
Jesus's death, that the
resurrected Jesus Christ came to
this house (John 20), and that the
Holy Spirit descended on the
disciples at Pentecost in this same
house.St.MARK the Evangelist, 1493,

Nuremberg Chronicle [Schedelsche
Weltchronik]

WHAT IS ST.MARK’S TRADITIONAL IMPORTANCE?



MARK’s Gospel (14:51-52) is the only
one that makes note of a mysterious
young man who escapes naked after
Jesus’ arrest:

A certain young man was following
him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth.
They caught hold of him, but he left the
linen cloth and ran off naked.

It might be that John MARK was the
“young man” who escaped capture by
the Romans. The belief rests upon the
assumption that the Garden of
Gethsemane was owned and tended by
the family of his mother Mary and that,
according to this view, John MARK
might have been stationed at the
garden as a guard during the night
watch.

WAS ST.MARK AT THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE?

St.MARK the Evangelist
looking at the lion, c.823



Another tradition maintains that
the Last Supper (Mk. 14) was held
in the home of John MARK’s
mother, Mary. It assumes that the
household was familiar with the
work of Jesus and was receptive
to his activity.

Identifying St.MARK the Evangelist
with John MARK led to identifying
him as the man who carried water
to the house where the Last
Supper took place, perhaps his
mother’s house.

In Mk. 14:13:
So he sent two of his disciples,
saying to them, “Go into the city,
and a man carrying a jar of water
will meet you; follow him, . . .

WAS ST.MARK THE EVANGELIST AT THE LAST SUPPER?

St.MARK the Evangelist,
1535,

by Il Pordenone 



MARK is sometimes believed to have been
among the servants at the Marriage at Cana who
poured out the water that Jesus turned to wine
(John 2:1-11) but this seems unlikely.

Details about MARK’s life found in the New
Testament are fragmentary, and most of their
historicity has been questioned by critical
investigation. One unquestionably reliable
information is in Philemon 24, where a certain
MARK is mentioned as one of the Apostle Paul’s
fellow workers who sends greetings from
Rome to the Christians of Colossae (in modern
Turkey), but the identity of this person is not
indicated.

That MARK was Barnabas’ cousin in Colossians
4:10 may also be authentic.

WHERE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT IS ST.MARK MENTIONED?

St.MARK the Evangelist, mid-18th century, South German 



After the Apostle Peter’s
imprisonment, the next time we see
John MARK in the Bible he is a
traveling companion of the Apostle
Paul and Barnabas, assisting them on
their first missionary journey to
Cyprus and as far as Perga in
Pamphylia.

In Acts 12:25: 
When after completing their mission
Barnabas and Saul returned
to Jerusalem and brought with them
John, whose other name was MARK.

In Acts 13:5: 
When they arrived at Salamis, they 
proclaimed the word of God in the 
synagogues of the Jews. And they had 
John also to assist them.

WHERE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT IS ST.MARK MENTIONED?

St.MARK the Evangelist, 11th century,
Ottonian. The scroll reads VOX CLAMANTIS, 
"a voice crying" in the wilderness, as in Mk.1:3



John MARK eventually created a conflict between the Apostle Paul
and Barnabas, and as a result, they parted ways on the Apostle Paul’s
second missionary journey. The reasons for John MARK's departure
to Jerusalem and the subsequent disagreement between the Apostle
Paul and Barnabas have been subject to much speculation.

A later controversy over receiving John MARK back led to the Apostle
Paul and Barnabas parting ways, with Barnabas taking MARK back to
Cyprus and both thereafter disappearing from the narrative of Acts.

In Acts 13:13: 
Then Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga
in Pamphylia. John, however, left them and returned to Jerusalem;. . . 

The dependability of the Acts account is questionable, for its author
is particularly interested in explaining the breach between the
Apostle Paul and Barnabas, probably introducing MARK for this
reason. In this, he contradicts the Apostle Paul’s account of their
breach in Galatians 2:11-14.

WHERE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT IS ST.MARK MENTIONED?



In Colossians 4:10 Paul writes:
Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, as does MARK the cousin of
Barnabas, concerning whom you have received instructions—if he
comes to you, welcome him.

While tradition identifies St.MARK the Evangelist with John MARK,
and John MARK as Barnabas’ cousin and many Biblical scholars also
identified MARK, the cousin of Barnabas, with John MARK, this is not
absolutely clear.

Hippolytus of Rome (c.170-c.235) in On the Seventy
Apostles distinguishes MARK the Evangelist (2 Tim 4:11), from John
MARK (Acts 12:12, 25; 13:5, 13; 15:37), and also from MARK, the
cousin of Barnabas (Col 4:10; Phlm 1:24). According to Hippolytus,
all three separate people belonged to the "Seventy Disciples" whom
Jesus sent out to disseminate the gospel in Judea (Luke 10).

WAS ST.MARK THE EVANGELIST BARNABAS’S COUSIN?



It was common for Jews in the first
century to bear both a Semitic name
such as John (Hebrew, Yochanon) and
a Greco-Roman name such as MARK,
as we see with Saul, also called Paul.

But since John was one of the most
common names among Palestinian
Jews, and MARK was the most
common in the Roman world, caution
is warranted in identifying John
MARK with any other John or MARK.

Except for being referred to as John
in Acts 12:25, 13:5; 13, and 15:37, he
is consistently called by his Latin
name MARK in the New Testament.

WHY DOES MARK HAVE A LATIN NAME?



St.MARK the Evangelist is honored as the founder of Christianity in Africa.
Less than twenty years after Jesus’ Ascension, the Apostle Peter is
supposed to have ordained MARK a bishop and sent him to Alexandria to
found the Church there. Today, the Coptic Orthodox Church, the Greek
Orthodox Church of Alexandria, and the Coptic Catholic Church all trace
their origins to this original community. Aspects of the Coptic liturgy can
be traced back to MARK himself.

According to church tradition, St.MARK the Evangelist founded the
patriarchate of Alexandria in the year 42, although the patriarch title did
not come into use until the 5th century. Alexandria was one of the most
important churches in early Christianity. It was the center from which
Christianity spread throughout all Egypt. Its jurisdiction, during its most
flourishing period, included about 108 bishops; its territory embraced six
provinces. MARK’s successor was a metropolitan bishop who governed
ecclesiastically the entire territory. As the Christians multiplied, and other
metropolitan sees were created, the original one became known the arch-
metropolitan.

DID ST.MARK THE EVANGELIST 
FOUND THE AFRICAN CHURCH? 



In his Church History, Eusebius (c.260/65-
339), the bishop of Caesarea, records:

And they say that this MARK was the first
that was sent to Egypt, and that he
proclaimed the Gospel which he had written,
and first established churches in Alexandria.

Coptic icon of St.MARK the Evangelist 

DID ST.MARK THE EVANGELIST 
FOUND THE AFRICAN CHURCH? 

He was the first historian to say this.



Pagans of the city resented
MARK’s efforts to turn the
Alexandrians away from the
worship of their gods. In the year
68, they took him from the
prison they had put him in,
placed a thick rope around his
neck, and dragged him through
the streets over rocks and stones
until he was dead.

HOW DID ST.MARK DIE?

The Martyrdom of St.MARK
the Evangelist,

c.1412-16,
in Très Riches Heures du duc de Berry 



In Alexandria, the commemorative festival of St.MARK the Evangelist:
who. . .was detained by the pagans who remained in Alexandria. They,
seeing him performing masses on the holy day of Easter, April 24,
threw a rope around his neck and dragged him to Boukolia, the
pasturage which is near the sea, under the cliffs, where a church had
been constructed; and his very flesh was pouring off onto the ground,
and the stones were being discolored with blood. Moreover once
evening had come, they placed him in prison, where around the middle
of the night, having first been strengthened by an angelic visitation,
then by the Lord himself appearing to him, he was called to the
heavenly realm. And in the morning, while he was being dragged to
Boukolia, giving thanks and saying: "Into your hands I commend my
spirit," he died and was buried with glory by God-fearing men, in a
place cut out from the rock. Moreover he had ordained Annianus in his
place as bishop of Alexandria: he had also given bishops, priests, and
deacons to other churches, far and wide.

The Venerable Bede (c.673-735) put the core of the story of the
death of St.MARK the Evangelist in his influential Martyrology of
c.731:

HOW DID ST.MARK DIE?



A Scene from the Legend of 
St.MARK the Evangelist,

1345,
by Paolo Veneziano

An altarpiece in the Basilica di San
Marco, Venice shows an episode in
the Golden Legend where a storm
has threatened the ship carrying
MARK's body from Alexandria to
Venice and the saint appears to a
monk on the ship and tells him how
to get it to a nearby island.

WHAT HAPPENED TO ST.MARK’S RELICS?

MARK’s relics were kept in Egypt until they were stolen in 828 by
two Venetian merchants and transferred to Venice where they are
venerated till this day.



St.MARK the Evangelist
with angels on the rooftop of 

San Marco cathedral, Venice, Italy. 
Underneath is Venice’s winged lion mascot

Flag of Venice

Legends of St.MARK are entwined
with the earliest roots of the Venetian
Republic. No figure is more clearly
linked with Venice than her patron
saint. His square is the heart of Venice
and his basilica the center of its
ancient faith. St.MARK's symbol—the
winged lion, its paw upon the open
Gospel—is as ubiquitous in Venice as
the gondola. For the Venetians of the
9th century and after, "Viva San
Marco!" was the battle cry.



St.MARK the Evangelist, 
Mid-12th century,

mosaic in the
Church of Santa Maria 
dell'Ammiraglio ("The 
Martorana"), Palermo, 

Sicily.

The banderole around
the portrait gives the
first verse and part of
the second from MARK's
Gospel in Greek.



St.MARK the Evangelist
with the lion, 1524



Icon of St.MARK the Evangelist, 1657




