St.JOSEPH
with the Infant Jesus,
c.1635,
by Guido Reni

Welcome
to OUR 36th VIRTUAL GSP class!

St.JOSEPH

St.JOSEPH and the Child,
2020,
by Gisele Bauche

WHY
COMMEMORATE
ST.JOSEPH?

Presented by
Charles E.Dickson, Ph.D.

San José y el Niño Jesús,
1740,
by Alonso Miguel de Tovar

COLLECT FOR ST.JOSEPH’S DAY
19 MARCH
O God,
who from the family of thy servant David
didst raise up JOSEPH
to be the guardian of thy incarnate Son
and the spouse of his virgin mother:
Give us grace to imitate his uprightness of life
and his obedience to thy commands;
through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

St.JOSEPH,
1650-56,
by Michaelina Wautier

WHO WAS ST.JOSEPH?
St.JOSEPH of Nazareth, (JOSEPH
the
Artisan,
JOSEPH
the
Betrothed, JOSEPH the Worker)
was a 1st-century Jewish man
married to the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the mother of Jesus, and
the foster father of Jesus.
He is the patron saint of
workers, among many other
things. As the patron saint of
Sicily, he is dear to many ItalianAmericans.
The name “Joseph” in Hebrew
means “he increases.” We get it
from the Greek form of Ιωσηφ or
Ioseph.
St.JOSEPH, 18th century, Arab icon

St.JOSEPH and the Christ Child
c.17th century,
by the school of Cuzco, Peru,
that regularly depicted St.JOSEPH not
as a peripheral character or supportive
reflection of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
but rather at the center of the work,
with his own rich royal garb,
in keeping with the Christ child’s regal
status, surrounded by regional flowers.

HOW IS ST.JOSEPH PICTURED?
St. JOSEPH is often pictured as an old
man holding the infant Jesus with a
staff topped with flowers, recalling the
popular non-canonical Gospel of
James's account of how the Blessed
Virgin Mary's spouse was chosen by
collecting the walking sticks of suiters
in Palestine, and St.JOSEPH's alone
bursting into flower thus identifying him
as divinely chosen.
He is often holding a carpenter’s square
or tools. Sometimes he holds a lily
representing purity and his supposedly
celibate marriage to the Blessed Virgin
Mary.
Sometimes he holds two turtle doves,
recalling his participation in Christ’s
Presentation in the Temple.

Mexican santo of St.JOSEPH,
17th or 18th century,
known locally as San José Patriarca.
The Blessed Virgin Mary’s spouse,
as identified by the lily stalk,
is represented as young and vigorous.
It is in the Church of San Juan Teitipac,
Oaxaca, Mexico

WHERE WAS ST.JOSEPH’S HOME?
Bethlehem, the city of David and his descendants, may have been
St.JOSEPH’s birth-place, but, as the Gospel story opens, a few
months before the Annunciation, St.JOSEPH was settled at
Nazareth. He may have left his home town for Galilee due to his
family’s moderate circumstances and the necessity of earning a
living.

WHAT IS JOSEPHOLOGY?
Josephology is the theological study of St.JOSEPH.
Records of devotions to St.JOSEPH go back to the
year 800.

St.Bernard of Clairvaux (c.1090-1153) preached
on the importance of St.JOSEPH, dismissing the
image of a doddering old man put forth by the
apocryphal Protoevangelium of James and
proposing a thoughtful hero of self-mastery. St.
Bernard presented a noble St.JOSEPH, riding in like
a knight to serve and to protect, and compared
him to his Old Testament counterpart, the
patriarch and son of Jacob.

San Bernardo,
c.1540-45, by Juan Correa de Vivar

WHAT IS JOSEPHOLOGY?
Thomas
Aquinas
(1225-74)
discussed
the
necessity
of
St.JOSEPH’s presence in God’s
Incarnation plan. If the Blessed
Virgin Mary had not been married,
the Jews would have stoned her,
and in His youth Jesus needed
paternal care and protection.
With the growth of Mariology, the
theological study of St.JOSEPH also
grew, and in the 1950s specific
centers for it were formed. The
modern study of the theology
concerning St.JOSEPH is one of the
newest theological disciplines.
Detail of Triumph of St.Thomas Aquinas,
1471, by Benozzo Gozzoli

Nativity detail
of the Wildunger Altar,
1403,
by Conrad von Soest,
showing St.JOSEPH as a comical,
beloved, and venerated saint
all at once, crouching on all fours
before a cooking pot .

WHERE IS ST.JOSEPH MENTIONED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT?
The New Testament references to St.JOSEPH are underwhelming. St.Paul’s
Epistles, the oldest extant Christian writings, mention Jesus' mother (without
naming her), but do not refer to His father. Mark’s Gospel, believed to be the
first gospel to be written and with a date about two decades after Paul, also
does not mention Jesus' father.
The synoptic Gospels share a scene in which the people of Jesus' hometown
doubt Jesus' status as a prophet because they know his family. In Mark 6:3,
they call Jesus “Mary's son” instead of identifying Him with St.JOSEPH. In
Matthew 13:53-55, the townspeople call Jesus “the carpenter's son,” again
without naming St.JOSEPH.
There are only two oblique references to St.JOSEPH in the Fourth Gospel. In
both it is assumed he is Jesus’ natural father.
In John 1:45:
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses
in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of JOSEPH from Nazareth.”
In John 6:42:
They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of JOSEPH, whose father and mother
we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?”

WHERE IS ST.JOSEPH MENTIONED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT?
St.JOSEPH truly is the silent figure of the New Testament. The
Gospels do not record one spoken verse for St.JOSEPH.
St.JOSEPH’s first appearance is in the birth narratives in
Matthew's and Luke’s Gospels, often dated around 80–90.
Each contains a genealogy of Jesus showing ancestry from King
David, but through different sons. Matthew follows the major royal
line from Solomon, while Luke traces another line back to Nathan,
another son of David and Bathsheba. Consequently, all the names
between David and St.JOSEPH are different.
Matthew's genealogy traces Jesus' legal descent, according to
Jewish law, through St.JOSEPH, while Luke's genealogy traces his
actual physical descent through the Blessed Virgin Mary.

WHO WAS ST.JOSEPH FOR MATTHEW?
In Matthew 1:16-2:23, St.JOSEPH is:
• Husband of Mary of whom Jesus the Christ was to be born (1:16)
• Son of Jacob (1:16)
• A just man unwilling to shame Mary on discovering she was with child,
and resolving to divorce her quietly (1:19)
• In a dream he was addressed as “son of David” (1:20)
• In a dream the Divine origin of the baby was revealed, and also the text
that prophesied this (1:22, 23)
• In a dream the name by which the baby was to be known was revealed
(1:21)
• In a dream he was warned to flee to Egypt to save the child’s life (2:13)
• In a dream he was ordered to return from Egypt (2:20)
• In a dream he was warned not to settle in Judea but to move to Galilee
(2:22)

Matthew always portrays St.JOSEPH as obedient to divine
instructions:
•
•
•
•

He took his wife (1:24)
He rose and took the child and its mother to Egypt (2:14)
He rose and took them back to Israel (2:21)
He went and dwelt in Nazareth (2:23)

Holy Family with bird, c.1650, by Bartolomé Esteban Murillo

WAS ST.JOSEPH PIOUSLY INVENTED TO BE JESUS’ “FATHER”?
Episcopal Bishop John Shelby Spong (19312021) argues:
JOSEPH, I believe, was a product of
a midrashic Jewish use of their sacred
scriptures that created a narrative out of the
Jewish past to interpret biblically the meaning
of the presence of God that had been met and
experienced in Jesus of Nazareth.

The concern of Jewish writers was not to
relate biographical facts, but to interpret
within the framework of their faith tradition
the meaning of the experience that they had
with the living God. So JOSEPH as Jesus’
earthly father, patterned after the JOSEPH of
the book of Genesis and symbolized by the
fathers of the two major Joshua/Jesus figures
of Hebrew history, entered the Christian story
in the ninth decade from the pen of the
Jewish/Christian scribe who wrote the book
we call Matthew.

WAS ST.JOSEPH PIOUSLY INVENTED TO BE JESUS’ “FATHER”?
Where Mark wrote “Is not this the
carpenter?”, Matthew wrote, “Is not this the
carpenter’s son?”, and continued with, “Is
not his mother called Mary?”
This is the sole indicator that St.JOSEPH was
ever a carpenter. It is generally seen as an
editorial re-writing of Mark’s description of
Jesus as a carpenter as part of Matthew’s
attempt to remove the whiff of negativity
associated with Jesus’ birth in Mark’s
Gospel.
Spong argues:
From this single Matthean editorial addition
has come the image of the earthly father of
Jesus being a carpenter, and pictures of
Jesus helping his father in JOSEPH’s
carpentry shop entered the world of
medieval art.

WAS ST.JOSEPH PIOUSLY INVENTED TO BE JESUS’ “FATHER”?
Spong suggests a reason for the choice of the name of St.JOSEPH ,
and what details are found in other Josephs that match Matthew’s
portrait.

Joshua (the Hebrew form of the Greek Jesus) means “God is
salvation,” a most apt name for a savior. Joshua belonged to the
tribe of JOSEPH. He was given an inheritance and buried in the tribal
area of the first son of JOSEPH, Ephraim. Jesus was also living and
working in Galilee, the remnant of the northern kingdom of the sons
of JOSEPH.
Spong argues:
The two primary biblical figures in Jewish history who bear the name
Joshua/Jesus were both related to a paternal figure named JOSEPH or
to a variation of that name. When these facts are added to the
suggestion in 1 Chronicles that the “birthright” belonged to JOSEPH, the
case becomes firmer. These Hebrew sacred traditions could have
constituted sufficient justification for the author of Matthew’s gospel to
add this bit to the fulfillment of the scriptures by suggesting that the
earthly father of Jesus, who was called Christ, would be named JOSEPH.

WAS JOSEPH PIOUSLY INVENTED TO BE JESUS’ “FATHER”?
Spong writes: “Embrace the similarities!”
Matthew presented St.JOSEPH as a wronged man
who did not seek revenge or justice and the famous
Joseph of Genesis 37-50 had been wronged by his
brothers but nevertheless took action to spare them
and to save their lives once he attained power in
Egypt.
Both the Joseph in Genesis and the St.JOSEPH of
Matthew had fathers named Jacob.
Both Josephs had important dreams foretelling their
future.
Both Josephs played dramatic roles in salvation
history. The Patriarch Joseph saved his family by
bringing them down into Egypt and Matthew’s
St.JOSEPH saved Jesus and the Blessed Virgin Mary
by bringing them down to Egypt.

WAS ST.JOSEPH PIOUSLY INVENTED TO BE JESUS’ “FATHER”?
In Matthew, St.JOSEPH obeys an angel’s
direction to marry the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Following Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem,
St.JOSEPH is told by an angel in a dream to
take the Holy Family to Egypt to escape the
massacre of the children planned by
Herod, the ruler of the Roman province of
Judea.
Once Herod has died, an angel tells
St.JOSEPH to return but to avoid Herod's
son, and he takes his wife and the child to
Nazareth in Galilee and settles there.
Thus in Matthew, the infant Jesus, like
Moses, is in peril from a cruel king, and,
like Moses he has a (fore)father named
Joseph who goes down to Egypt.

Dream of Flight,
c.1625,
by Daniele Crespi

JOSEPH’s Dream,
c.1645,
by Rembrandt

The Dream of St.JOSEPH,
1621,
by Philippe de Champaigne

HOW DOES LUKE’S GOSPEL DIFFER FROM MATTHEW’S?
In the Gospel of Luke,
St.JOSEPH already lives in
Nazareth before Jesus’
birth, and Jesus is born in
Bethlehem
because
St.JOSEPH and the Blessed
Virgin Mary have to travel
there to be counted in a
census.
Luke's account makes no
mention of St.JOSEPH’s
being visited by angels (the
Blessed Virgin Mary and
various others instead
receive similar visitations).

HOW WELL OFF WAS ST.JOSEPH?
St.JOSEPH may have been
descended from royalty, but he
was not rich.
When he took Jesus to the Temple
to be circumcised and the Blessed
Virgin Mary to be purified, he
offered the sacrifice of two
turtledoves or a pair of pigeons,
allowed only for those who could
not afford a lamb (Luke 2:24).

WHAT WAS ST.JOSEPH’S CHARACTER?
Describing JOSEPH as a “righteous”
man, Matthew (1:19) recognizes
him as one devoted to the Mosaic
Law–an upright Jew. As such,
JOSEPH was permitted, even
obligated, to expose the Blessed
Virgin Mary’s seemingly adulterous
activity. The penalty for adultery
was
death
by
stoning
(Deuteronomy 22:21-23).

St.JOSEPH with the Flowering Rod,
early 1630s, by Jusepe de Ribera

St.JOSEPH was a compassionate,
caring man. When he discovered
the Blessed Virgin Mary was
pregnant after they had been
betrothed, he knew the child was
not his and knew women accused
of adultery could be stoned to
death, so he resolved to send her
away quietly so as not to expose
her to shame or cruelty.

WHAT WAS ST.JOSEPH’S OCCUPATION?
St.JOSEPH's description as a “tekton” (τέκτων) has been
traditionally translated into English as “carpenter,” but is a rather
general word (from the same root that gives us “technical” and
“technology”) that could cover makers of objects in various
materials. The Greek term evokes an artisan with wood in general,
or an artisan in iron or stone. One way to describe St.JOSEPH is that
he may have been the “handyman” of the neighborhood who
helped everyone with their projects, big or small. Another word to
describe him would be “craftsman.”
The term suggests that he could have been a builder of homes as
well as a carpenter. But the specific association with woodworking is
a constant in Early Christian tradition.

Other scholars have argued that tekton could mean a highly skilled
craftsman running a workshop with several employees, Nazareth
was probably too small to have such a workshop.

WHAT WAS ST.JOSEPH’S OCCUPATION?
The people of St.JOSEPH’s time
admired the ability to read
Scripture
and
usually
considered a carpenter a
learned man, wise and highly
literate in the Torah.
As a good Jewish father,
St.JOSEPH passed his trade on
to his son, and indeed Jesus is
known as “the carpenter’s son”
(Mt 13:55) and “the carpenter”
(Mk 6:3).

Jesus in the Workshop
of JOSEPH the Carpenter,
c.1642, by Georges de La Tour

Childhood of Christ, 1620, by Gerard van Honthorst, showing the boy holding a candle,
helping his carpenter father to complete a piece of work late in the evening.
It is an interpretation of the Gospel words: “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12).

Christ in the House of His Parents or The Carpenter's Shop,
1849-50, by Sir John Everett Millais,Bt.
The carpenter's triangle symbolizes the Holy Trinity. The wood and nails prefigure the
crucifixion, as does the blood on the young Christ's hand. The young St.John fetches water
to bathe the wound. The white dove perched on the ladder symbolizes the Holy Spirit.

The Crowning of St.JOSEPH,
1640,
by Francisco de Zurbarán,
who depicted this triumphal St.JOSEPH
(now a symbol of hard work
and the family)
in heaven, with Jesus awarding him
for all his efforts
with a crown of flowers
normally attributed to martyrs.

WHAT ABOUT ST.JOSEPH’S OTHER CHILDREN?
According to Epiphanius, the bishop of Salamis, in his work The
Panarion (374–75) St.JOSEPH became the father of James and his
three brothers (Joses, Simeon, Judah) and two sisters (a Salome and
a Mary or a Salome and an Anna) with James being the eldest
sibling. James and his siblings, therefore, were not children of the
Blessed Virgin Mary but were St.JOSEPH's children from a previous
marriage. After St.JOSEPH's first wife died, many years later when
he was eighty, “he took Mary (mother of Jesus).”

The Eastern Orthodox Church names St.JOSEPH's first wife
as Salome, holds that St.JOSEPH was a widower and betrothed to
the Blessed Virgin Mary, and that references to Jesus' “brothers”
were St.JOSEPH’s children from that first marriage.
The Roman Catholic Church’s position, also derived from the
writings of Jerome, is that St.JOSEPH was the husband of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, but that references to Jesus' “brothers” should
be understood to mean cousins or even people with close ties.

WAS ST.JOSEPH AN OLD MAN?
The scriptures mention nothing of St. JOSEPH ’s age and previous life.
The University of Dayton’s International Marian Research
Institute states:
We believe that Mary and JOSEPH were both in their teens when Jesus
was born, around sixteen and eighteen respectively. This was the norm
for Jewish newlyweds at that time.

Bishop Fulton Sheen writes:
JOSEPH was probably a young man, strong, virile, athletic, handsome,
chaste, and disciplined, the kind of man one sees … working at a
carpenter’s bench … He was not in the evening of life, but in its
morning, bubbling over with energy, strength, and controlled passion.

WAS ST.JOSEPH AN OLD MAN?
In the 5th-century arch mosaic at Rome’s church of Santa Maria
Maggiore, St. JOSEPH is young, bearded, and garbed as a Roman.
The widely influential Gospel of James (or the Protoevangelium of
James) is a 2nd-century infancy gospel telling of the miraculous
conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, her upbringing and marriage
to St.JOSEPH, the couple’s journey to Bethlehem, the birth of Jesus,
and events immediately following. It is the earliest surviving
assertion of the “perpetual virginity” of the Blessed Virgin Mary and
the earliest depiction of St.JOSEPH as an old man.
During the Counter Reformation, Joannes Molanus (1533-85)
worked to make the Council of Trent’s “decrees on sacred images”
(1563) the marching orders for artists to follow. St.JOSEPH should
not be shown as the old, semi-comical figure of the Middle Ages but
as a young man—one capable of restraining his carnal urges, fit
enough to take his wife and child into Egypt, and strong enough to
support them with his labor as a craftsman.

WHEN DO WE COMMEMORATE ST.JOSEPH?
The earliest records of a formal devotional following for St.JOSEPH
date to the year 800 and references to him as Nutritor
Domini (educator/guardian of the Lord) began to appear in the 9th
century and continued growing to the 14th century.
While the Copts in Egypt may have begun the veneration of
St.JOSEPH as early as the beginning of the 4th century. St.JOSEPH's
Day, on 19 March, has been St.JOSEPH’s principal feast day in
Western Christianity since the 10th century. In 1129, for the first time,
a church in Bologna was dedicated to his honor. The earliest Western
devotion to him dates from the early 14th century, when the Servites,
an order of mendicant friars, observed his feast on 19 March, one of
the traditional days of his death or his natal day.

WHEN DO WE COMMEMORATE ST.JOSEPH?
Among the subsequent promoters of the devotion were Pope Sixtus
IV (1414-84), who introduced his feast day on 19 March at
Rome about 1479, and the celebrated 16th-century mystic St.Teresa of
Avila (1515-82) in her Life wrote:
I took St. Joseph as my advocate and protector, and recommended myself
very earnestly to him. He came to my help in the most visible
manner. This loving father of my soul, this beloved protector, hastened to
pull me out of the state in which my body was languishing, just as he
snatched me away from greater dangers of another nature which were
jeopardizing my honor and my eternal salvation! For my happiness to be
complete, he has always answered my prayers beyond what I had asked
and hoped for. I do not remember even now that I have ever asked
anything of him which he has failed to grant. I am astonished at the great
favors which God has bestowed on me through this blessed saint, and at
the perils from which He has freed me, both in body and in soul.

The 19 March date is still celebrated by Roman Catholics, Anglicans,
many Lutherans, and other denominations.

WHEN DO WE COMMEMORATE ST.JOSEPH?
St.JOSEPH's Day is also the day when the swallows are traditionally
believed to return to Mission San Juan Capistrano after having flown
south for the winter.
When the swallows come back to Capistrano
That's the day you promised to come back to me.
When you whispered farewell in Capistrano
Twas the day the swallows flew out to the sea.

St.JOSEPH Statue in the Mission

WHAT DOES ST.JOSEPH SIGNIFY TO ITALIAN-AMERICANS?
While relatively unknown to the non-Italian U.S. population, one city
that widely celebrates the feast day of San Giuseppe is New Orleans.
Louisiana used to be a popular arrival port for Sicilians and at one
point, the French Quarter was known as “Little Palermo.”
Celebrations occur, even to this day, with traditional foods and
festivities.
While fava beans, lemons, breads and seafood are frequently eaten
on the feast day, an all time favorite food to enjoy is the Zeppole di
San Giuseppe.

WHAT DOES ST.JOSEPH SIGNIFY TO ITALIAN-AMERICANS?
Father Guido Sarducci, a fictional character created by the
American comedian Don Novello, says (with an Italian
accent):
You see, [St.Patrick] was a good-a saint. But he wasn’t
a great-a saint. Like-a Saint JOSEPH, the patron saint of
Italy. He’s a great-a saint and not just a good-a saint.
Saint JOSEPH’s named day is-a coming up-March 19th.
But-a, there won’t-a be no parades, no parties, not even
a song for Saint-a JOSEPH.
And-a the reason is-a because of-a Saint Patrick. You
know, it’s just like having a birthday two days after
Christmas-you just don’t get-a the same attention. And
it just-a breaks my heart that he was a great-a saint,
and this good, mediocre saint gets all-a the glory…
But-a you know, he did-a invent-a Saint-a JOSEPH’s
Aspirins. Think of all-a the lives he’s-a saved with-a
those tiny little aspirins. People take-a the Saint-a
JOSEPH’s Aspirins to-a prevent-a the heart attack.

WHAT DOES ST.JOSEPH HAVE TO DO WITH SELLING HOUSES?
The tradition of St.JOSEPH helping houses sell reached
widespread use in the U.S. around 1990 with realtors buying
plastic saint’s statues by the gross. Over the years, St.JOSEPH’s role
as patron saint of home and family had evolved to include home
sales and real estate. It was said that St.JOSEPH protected the
Blessed Virgin Mary and Jesus from danger, which often involved
bad real estate sales.
Some homeowners believe that St.JOSEPH oversees the real estate
market, guiding sellers through the home selling process from
start to finish. Sellers trust St.JOSEPH to make the process easier
for them, by alleviating the stresses that come along the way.
All sellers needs to do is say a little prayer and bury the saint’s
statue upside down near the for-sale sign in their yards. It is said
that the original intention behind burying the St.JOSEPH statue
upside down 12 inches deep in the dirt was to incentivize the saint
to sell the home in order to return him right side up.

WHAT DOES ST.JOSEPH HAVE TO DO WITH SELLING HOUSES?
If you are selling an
apartment or condo, you
can bury your statue in a
flowerpot, with or without
plants, and place it on a
deck or windowsill.
When your house sells, you
should reclaim your statue
and take it with you.
Some warn that leaving the
statue can curse the house
with a constant sale-andpurchase loop.

HOW POPULAR IS ST.JOSEPH ON THE MAP?
The Spanish form of St.JOSEPH, San Jose, is the most common place
name in the world.

WHEN DID ST.JOSEPH DIE?
According to the Catholic
Encyclopedia, the apocryphal
date for JOSEPH's birth is 90
BC in Bethlehem and the
apocryphal date of his death
is 20 July AD 18 in Nazareth.

Death of JOSEPH,
St Martin's Roman Catholic Church,
Florac in southern France

WHEN DID ST.JOSEPH DIE?
Most biblical scholars believe St.JOSEPH died prior to Jesus’
crucifixion.
Keeping in mind this historical scenario, many traditions hold that
St.JOSEPH died in the arms or presence of Jesus and the Blessed
Virgin Mary. This beautiful image has led the Church to proclaim
St.JOSEPH the patron saint of a “happy death.”

WHEN DID ST.JOSEPH DIE?
The apocryphal History of JOSEPH the Carpenter, from the 5th or 6th
century, has a long account of St.JOSEPH's peaceful death, at the age of
111, in the presence of Jesus (aged about 19), the Blessed Virgin Mary,
and angels.

Death of St.JOSEPH
(following the apocryphal account),
1650s,
by Jacques Stella

WHEN DID ST.JOSEPH DIE?
Since the Scriptures are silent about St.JOSEPH’s later years, we can conclude
that he was no longer living by the time Jesus began his public ministry.
The last time St.JOSEPH appears in person in any of the canonical Gospels is
in the narrative of the Passover visit to the Temple in Jerusalem when Jesus
is 12 years old, which is found only in Luke. No mention is made of him
thereafter. According to various traditions, St.JOSEPH died when Jesus was
an adolescent, perhaps in the year 18 or 19.

Christian tradition represents the Blessed Virgin Mary as a widow during
her son’s adult ministry. St.JOSEPH is not mentioned as being present at the
Wedding at Cana at the beginning of Jesus' mission, nor at the Passion at the
end.
If St.JOSEPH had been alive and present at the Crucifixion, Jesus would not
have entrusted His mother to the care of the Apostle John, someone outside
the family. St.JOSEPH would under Jewish custom have been expected to
take charge of Jesus' body, but this role is instead performed by Joseph of
Arimathea.

The Death of St.JOSEPH, 1886-90, by Modesto Faustini,
in the Spanish chapel at the Holy House of Loreto Church and Shrine, Italy.

WHERE WAS ST.JOSEPH BURIED?
The location of St.JOSEPH’s burial is unknown.
The Venerable Bede claimed that he was buried in the
Valley of Josaphat (possibly a reference to the Kidron
Valley, between Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives).
St.Jerome believed
Gethsemane.
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However, it is more likely that he died and was buried in
Nazareth, where the family lived when Jesus was a
youth.

