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Grant that we may in such wise hear them,
Amen.
read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest them;
that, by patience and comfort of thy holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast
the blessed hope of everlasting life,
which thou hast given us in our Savior Jesus Christ;
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Note that in this collect, especially written for the First Book of Common
Prayer (1549), Thomas Cranmer stresses using ALL Holy Scriptures.

ARTICLES OF RELIGION
VI. Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures
for Salvation.

Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to
salvation:
so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man,
that it should be believed as an article of the Faith,
or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation.
In the name of the Holy Scripture we do
understand those canonical Books of the Old and
New Testament, of whose authority was never any
doubt in the Church.

AN OUTLINE OF THE FAITH
commonly called the Catechism
Q.

Why do we call the Holy Scriptures the Word of God?

We call them the Word of God because God inspired their
A. human authors and because God still speaks to us through
the Bible.

Q.

How do we understand the meaning of the Bible?

A.

We understand the meaning of the Bible by the help of
the Holy Spirit, who guides the Church in the true
interpretation of the Scriptures.

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT
FROM THE 1979 BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER
Celebrant

Will you strive for justice and peace among all
people, and respect the dignity of every human
being?
People

I will, with God's help.

The Holy Bible contains many references to SLAVERY, a common
practice in antiquity. Both the Old and New Testament seemingly
gave American SLAVEHOLDERS permission to hold others as
SLAVES.
In the Old Testament God and the Patriarchs approved, or, at least,
Abraham and all the patriarchs held SLAVES without God’s
disapproval.

American pro-SLAVERY polemicists often mined the Old Testament
for examples proving that SLAVERY was common among the
Israelites and pointed our that in the New Testament Jesus and the
Apostles indicated that SLAVERY is permissible in their culture.
SLAVERY was widespread throughout the Roman world, but Jesus
never directly spoke against it.

The Old Testament laws in Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy
governed SLAVE/master relationships as the law of the land.

It is true that God did seem to allow SLAVERY IN ANCIENT ISRAEL,
but He probably allowed it for a simple purpose: to help the poor
survive. A person could sell himself into SLAVERY (akin to
indentured servitude) in order to pay off debt or provide a basic
subsistence.
In the law God provided protection for these SLAVES, including
limiting their time of service.
The American SLAVEHOLDERS ignored these protections for the
SLAVES.

After God redeemed the Israelites
from EGYPTIAN SLAVERY, He gave
them the Ten Commandments,
which mention ANCIENT HEBREW
SLAVERY twice, showing that these
ex-SLAVES kept SLAVES and God’s
implicit acceptance of it, in Exodus
20:10 and 17
But the seventh day is a sabbath to
the LORD your God; you shall not do
any work—you, your son or your
daughter, your male or female
SLAVE, your livestock, or the alien
resident in your towns.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s
house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or male or female
SLAVE, or ox, or donkey, or anything
that belongs to your neighbor.

The Old Testament does not call an individual bound to another’s
service a “SLAVE,” but it calls a male in such a role
an ʿebed (pronounced eved), and a female an ʾāmâ. While these
terms can connote very harsh SLAVERY, comparable to that which
was found in Antebellum America (e.g., the Hebrews as Egyptian
SLAVES), it often did not.

These two Hebrew terms, especially the first, were used to denote a
social class that is relatively lower than another.
Thus, it is common in Old Testament speech for people to refer to
themselves as “your servant” (Heb.ʿabdekā) when addressing
someone submissively.
The Old Testament law goes to great lengths to protect the rights and
dignity of Israelites who sold themselves into SLAVERY in order to pay
off debt, but Leviticus 25:44-46 does seem to deny these rights to
foreign SLAVES.
As for the male and female SLAVES whom you may have, it is from the
nations around you that you may acquire male and female SLAVEs. You
may also acquire them from among the aliens residing with you, and
from their families that are with you, who have been born in your land;
and they may be your property. You may keep them as a possession for
your children after you, for them to inherit as property. These you may
treat as SLAVES, but as for your fellow Israelites, no one shall rule over the
other with harshness.

Unlike the Romans, the Israelites
usually did not acquire their slaves
through military conquest. They did not
usually get involved in distant or largescale wars, and when they did, they
often killed all prisoners. Apparently
capture was not a significant source of
their SLAVES.
Within ancient Hebrew culture, after
being instructed by Yahweh to take
vengeance upon the Midianites, Moses
encouraged taking young female
captives in Numbers 31:17-18:
Now therefore, kill every male among
the little ones, and kill every woman
who has known a man by sleeping with
him. But all the young girls who have
not known a man by sleeping with him,
keep alive for yourselves.

American SLAVEHOLDERS managed to balance their Christian
beliefs with the cruel facts of their “peculiar institution” by using
Genesis 9:18-27:
The sons of Noah who went out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. Ham was the father of Canaan. These three were the sons of Noah;
and from these the whole earth was peopled. Noah, a man of the soil, was the
first to plant a vineyard. He drank some of the wine and became drunk, and he
lay uncovered in his tent. And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness
of his father, and told his two brothers outside. Then Shem and Japheth took a
garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and walked backward and covered
the nakedness of their father; their faces were turned away, and they did not
see their father’s nakedness. When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what
his youngest son had done to him, he said,
“Cursed be Canaan;
lowest of SLAVES shall he be to his brothers.”
He also said,
“Blessed by the LORD my God be Shem;
and let Canaan be his SLAVE.
May God make space for[Japheth,
and let him live in the tents of Shem;
and let Canaan be his SLAVE.”

Canaan, Ham’s son, was made a SLAVE to
his brothers and, since American
SLAVEHOLDERS incorrectly supposed
that Africans were Ham’s descendants,
they argued that their race-based
modern SLAVERY was an accomplishment
of Noah's divinely inspired prediction.
American SLAVEHOLDERS claimed that
SLAVERY was God’s means of protecting
and providing for an inferior race
(suffering the “curse of Ham” or even the
punishment of Cain in Gen. 4:12).
Just as women were called to play a
subordinate role (Eph. 5:22; 1 Tim. 2:1115), so God stationed SLAVES in their
place.

The New Testament speaks
to church people as subjects
living within an alreadyexisting political entity (the
Roman Empire), whose laws
and norms were the result of
human political philosophy,
not the Old Testament
culture that was supposed to
exemplify God’s moral will.
Living within the classical
Greco-Roman culture, the
Apostle Paul convinced the
fugitive SLAVE Onesimus to
return to his master
Philemon, who was a
Christian prominent enough
to host a house church.

The Apostle Paul also specifically commanded SLAVES in the
Roman Empire to obey their masters in Colossians 3:22-25:
SLAVES, obey your earthly masters in everything, not only while being
watched and in order to please them, but wholeheartedly, fearing the
Lord. Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the Lord
and not for your masters, since you know that from the Lord you will
receive the inheritance as your reward; you serve the Lord Christ. For
the wrongdoer will be paid back for whatever wrong has been done,
and there is no partiality.

In his Epistle to Titus (2:9–10), the Apostle says:
Tell SLAVES to be submissive to
their masters and to give
satisfaction in every respect;
they are not to talk back, not to
pilfer, but to show complete
and perfect fidelity, so that in
everything they may be an
ornament to the doctrine of
God our Savior.

Likewise, the Apostle Peter (or the person writing in his name)
specifically commanded SLAVES in the Roman Empire to obey their
masters in 1 Peter 2:18-21:
SLAVES, accept the authority of your masters with all deference, not
only those who are kind and gentle but also those who are harsh. For it
is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering
unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what
credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you
have God’s approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow
in his steps.

Claiming to be St.Paul, the writer of Ephesians 6:5-9, addressed
Christian SLAVES in the Roman Empire directly:
SLAVES, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, in
singleness of heart, as you obey Christ; not only while being watched,
and in order to please them, but as SLAVES of Christ, doing the will of
God from the heart. Render service with enthusiasm, as to the Lord and
not to men and women, knowing that whatever good we do, we will
receive the same again from the Lord, whether we are SLAVES or free.
And, masters, do the same to them. Stop threatening them, for you
know that both of you have the same Master in heaven, and with him
there is no partiality.

Ephesians 6:9 and Colossians 4:1 both stressed to masters that they
were to give fair and just treatment and to understand that we all
really have the same “master” in heaven, the Lord Jesus.
The passage in I Peter was geared specifically toward SLAVES who
were treated unjustly by apparently non-Christian masters, and was
part of the writer’s exhortation to endure suffering in Jesus’
footsteps.

These passages emphasize that SLAVES IN THE CLASSIC GRECO-ROMAN CULTURE are to be
obedient toward masters and serve faithfully as obedience to God.

These New Testament passages emphasize that SLAVES IN THE
CLASSIC GRECO-ROMAN CULTURE are to be obedient toward
masters and serve faithfully as obedience to God.
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HE ACCEPTS THAT
HE IS A SLAVE
He knows the humiliation
of being led around
like an animal
or tied up like a beast.
But look at the acceptance
on his face.
He knows he has no choices.
He is a SLAVE.
And the Bible says that
he is to be
obedient
to his OWNER.

American SLAVEHOLDERS pointed out that nowhere did Jesus
specifically condemn SLAVERY, but they largely ignored the New
Testament except to gleefully cite Philemon on the runaway SLAVE
whom the Apostle Paul returned to his master. They did not,
however, add that in Philemon 1:16 St.Paul tactfully exhorts
Philemon to receive Onesimus back,
no longer as a SLAVE but more than a SLAVE, a beloved brother—
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the
Lord.

American SLAVEHOLDERS, therefore, ignored the fact that, not only
does St.Paul not want Philemon to punish Onesimus, he wants him
to accept the SLAVE as a full member of the Christian community,
and he even promises to pay from his own pocket for any of the
damages Onesimus’ flight may have cost Philemon.
Due to the diplomatic way in which St.Paul makes his requests in this
letter, it is not entirely clear if he is urging Philemon to free
Onesimus. But he may be implying it.

The New Testament does condemn the institution and practice of
ANCIENT SLAVERY in two places.
SLAVE traders are condemned in 1 Timothy 1:10,
This means understanding that the law is laid down not for the innocent
but for the lawless and disobedient, for the godless and sinful, for the
unholy and profane, for those who kill their father or mother, for
murderers, fornicators, sodomites, SLAVE traders, liars, perjurers, and
whatever else is contrary to the sound teaching.

In Revelation 18:13, the trading in “SLAVES—and human lives” is
listed among the evils of Rome (called “Babylon the great”).
Promoting a counter-culture that transcended social hierarchy is also
found in Colossians 3:11:
In that renewal there is no longer
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
SLAVE and free; but Christ is all and in all!

Applying the ethics of the
God’s kingdom to the
community of believers is
echoed in such texts as
Galatians 3:28:
There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer
SLAVE or free, there is no
longer male and female;
for all of you are one in
Christ Jesus.

Contrast this with Deuteronomy 28:47-48:
Because you did not serve the LORD your God joyfully and with gladness
of heart for the abundance of everything, therefore you shall serve your
enemies whom the LORD will send against you, in hunger and thirst, in
nakedness and lack of everything. He will put an iron yoke on your neck
until he has destroyed you.

THE ANCIENT CHRISTIAN IDEAL?

Jesus' teachings on the SLAVERY of His day were metaphorical
rather than an endorsement:
In John 8:35:
The SLAVE does not have a permanent place in the household; the son
has a place there forever.

In Matthew 6:24:
No one can serve two masters; for a SLAVE will either hate the one and
love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and wealth.

In John 15:15:
I do not call you SLAVES any longer, because the SLAVE does not know
what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.

And in Luke 22:26:
But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must become like
the youngest, and the leader like one who serves.

Jesus taught his disciples in John 13:12-17:
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned
to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to
you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I
am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that
you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants
[in Greek, SLAVES] are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these
things, you are blessed if you do them.

Jesus told his disciples in Matthew 20:25b-28:
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but
whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and
whoever wishes to be first among you must be your SLAVE; just as the
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a
ransom for many.”

THE ANTEBELLAM CHRISTIAN IDEAL SLAVE

The Apostle Paul, along with Timothy, taught in Philippians 2:5-7:
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a SLAVE,
being born in human likeness.

ANTEBELLAM CHRISTIANS DID NOT SPARE THE ROD.

A FEW REPRESENTATIVE QUOTATIONS
FROM THE AMERICAN “SCRIPTURES”

THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION
OF THE THIRTEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1776
We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS
OF THE SENECA FALLS CONVENTION IN NEW YORK, 1848
We hold these truths to be self-evident;
that all men and women are created equal;
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain inalienable rights;
that among these are
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

As I would not be a SLAVE, so I would not be a master.
This expresses my idea of democracy.
Whatever differs from this,
to the extent of the difference, is no democracy.
Both read the same Bible, and pray to the same God;
and each invokes His aid against the other.
It may seem strange that any men should dare
to ask a just God's assistance
in wringing their bread from the sweat
of other men's faces;
but let us judge not that we be not judged.
The prayers of both could not be answered;
that of neither has been answered fully.

THE 13TH AMENDMENT
TO THE UNITED STATES
CONSTITUTION, 1865
Neither SLAVERY
nor involuntary servitude,
except as a punishment
for crime
whereof the party
shall have been
duly convicted,
shall exist
within the United States,
or any place subject
to their jurisdiction.
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THE END

