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COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Almighty God,
give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness,
and put upon us the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life
in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility;
that in the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge both the quick and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost,
one God,
now and for ever.
Amen.

WHAT IS THE SECOND COMING?
The Second Coming (sometimes called the Second
Advent or the Parousia) is a Christian belief
regarding Jesus’ return after His ascension to
heaven about two thousand years ago.
In the New Testament, the more commonly used
Greek term parousia, meaning arrival, coming, or
presence) appears twenty-four times, seventeen of
them concerning Christ.
The word parousia has the distinct reference to a
period of time rather than an instance in time. The
word occurred as early as the 3rd century BC to
describe the visit of a king or dignitary to a city–a
visit arranged in order to show the visitor's
magnificence to the people.
The Second Coming of Christ,
1971,
by Salvador Dali

The Greek word epiphaneia, meaning appearing, is
used five times to refer to Christ’s return in the New
Testament.

HOW DOES THE PRAYER BOOK ACKNOWLEDGE
CHRIST'S SECOND COMING?
The Nicene Creed, the
creed, contains the phrase:

universal

Church’s

and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both
the quick and the dead. . . .

A similar phrase is found in the ancient Baptism
creed, called the Apostles’ Creed:
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right
hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

In the classic Eucharistic Prayer I the celebrant
reminds us that Jesus has commanded us:
to continue, a perpetual memory of that his
precious death and sacrifice, until his coming
again.

In the contemporary Eucharistic Prayer A
Episcopalians proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come
again.

HOW DOES THE HYMNAL 1982 ACKNOWLEDGE
CHRIST'S SECOND COMING?
Here is one example of a hymn about the Second Coming:

WHAT DO THE ARTICLES OF RELIGION SAY ABOUT
CHRIST'S SECOND COMING?
IV. Of the Resurrection of Christ.
Christ did truly rise again from death, and took again his body, with
flesh, bones, and all things appertaining to the perfection of Man's
nature; wherewith he ascended into Heaven, and there sitteth, until
he return to judge all Men at the last day.

WHAT DO EPISCOPALIANS THINK ABOUT
CHRIST'S SECOND COMING?
Episcopalians tend to take a casual view of Christ's Second
Coming and do not tend to think it will be at any moment now.
They do not treat it as a crucial immediate issue and do not
agree with other denominations that talk a lot about the Second
Coming.
Rather than envisioning Christ's Second Coming as a sort of
science fiction extravaganza (rivers of blood, stars falling from the
sky), they see it as a distant time at which righteousness will be
restored to the world and the cruel and unjust will fail. They also
do not take the Book of Revelation literally, such as Jesus striking
down whole nations with a sword coming out of his mouth.
In an Episcopal service there are references to Christ's Second
Coming, but nothing elaborate or detailed.
They are really more interested in the concept of Jesus walking
unseen among us today, encouraging them to act as if anyone
they meet might be Jesus in disguise.

HOW DOES ADVENT RELATE TO CHRIST'S SECOND COMING?
The Advent Season, which now begins the Christian
calendar, is a time of expectant waiting and preparation
that anticipates Christ’s Coming from three different
perspectives: Christ’s physical nativity in Bethlehem at
Christmas, Christ’s reception in the believer’s heart, and
Christ’s return at an eschatological Second Coming. The
Sunday readings during this season relate to the first
coming of Jesus Christ as savior as well as to his Second
Coming as judge.
It is not known when the season that is now called
Advent began. It was certainly in existence from about
480. It was not until the Middle Ages that the Advent
season was explicitly linked to Christ’s first coming at
Christmas. In its developed form by the 8th century it
had a double emphasis of joy at the redemption that
had come in the Incarnation and awe before the
Judgment that was yet to come.

WHAT DOES APOCALYPSE MEAN? (1)
The word “apocalypse” comes from the Greek word apocalupsis
which means “revealing, disclosure, to take off the cover.”
An apocalypse is a disclosure or revelation of great knowledge. That
is why the Book of Revelation to John is also called the Apocalypse
of John. An apocalypse usually discloses something very important
that was hidden or provides a vision of heavenly secrets that can
make sense of earthly realities. The term has a heavy religious
connotation as commonly seen in the prophetic revelations obtained
through dreams or spiritual visions.
In modern times the term has come to mean the world’s complete
final destruction, as described in the Book of Revelation or, at least,
an event involving destruction or damage on an awesome or
catastrophic scale.
Followers of Western monotheistic religions tend to view time as
linear, with a beginning and an end.

WHAT DOES APOCALYPSE MEAN? (2)
Apocalypticism is the religious belief that the world’s end is
imminent, even within one's own lifetime. This belief is usually
accompanied by the idea that civilization will soon come to a
tumultuous end due to some sort of catastrophic global event.
The religious versions of these views and movements often focus on
cryptic revelations about God’s sudden, dramatic, and cataclysmic
intervention in history; humanity’s judgment; the faithful elect’s
salvation; and the eventual rule of the elect with God in a renewed
heaven and earth.

The Book of Revalation ends with a prayer: Come, Lord Jesus!

WHAT DOES ESCHATOLOGY MEAN?
Eschatology is a part of theology concerned with history’s final
events, or humanity’s ultimate destiny. This concept is commonly
referred to as “the end of the world” or “end times.” The word
arises from the Greek éschatos, meaning “last,” and –logy, meaning
“the study of,” and first appeared in English around 1844. The
Oxford English Dictionary defines eschatology as “the part of
theology concerned with death, judgment, and the final destiny of
the soul and of humankind.”
Christ’s Second Coming is the central event in Christian eschatology
within the broader context of the fullness of the Kingdom of God.
Most Christians believe that death and suffering will continue to
exist until Christ's return. There are, however, various views
concerning the order and significance of other eschatological
events.
The Book of Revelation stands at the core of much of Christian
eschatology.

WHAT ARE JESUS’ END TIME PREDICTIONS? (1)
Jesus predicted the end time in Luke 21:
10 Then

he said to them, “Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there
will be great earthquakes, and in various places
famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful
portents and great signs from heaven.
12 “But

before all this occurs, they will arrest you
and persecute you; they will hand you over to
synagogues and prisons, and you will be
brought before kings and governors because of
my name. 13 This will give you an opportunity to
testify. 14 So make up your minds not to prepare
your defense in advance; 15 for I will give you
words and a wisdom that none of your
opponents will be able to withstand or
contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by
parents and brothers, by relatives and friends;
and they will put some of you to death. 17 You
will be hated by all because of my name. 18 But
not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your
endurance you will gain your souls.

WHAT ARE JESUS’ END TIME PREDICTIONS? (2)
Jesus foretold Jerusalem’s
destruction in Luke 21:
20“When

you
see
Jerusalem
surrounded by armies, then know
that its desolation has come near.
21Then those in Judea must flee to
the mountains, and those inside the
city must leave it, and those out in
the country must not enter it; 22 for
these are days of vengeance, as a
fulfillment
of
all
that
is
written. 23 Woe to those who are
pregnant and to those who are
nursing infants in those days! For
there will be great distress on the
earth and wrath against this
people; 24 they will fall by the edge of
the sword and be taken away as
captives among all nations; and
Jerusalem will be trampled on by the
Gentiles, until the times of the
Gentiles are fulfilled.

WHAT ARE JESUS’ END TIME PREDICTIONS? (3)
Jesus predicted the Coming of the Son of Man in Luke 21:
25 “There

will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and
the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with
power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place,
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near.”

Jesus taught the Lesson of the Fig Tree in Luke 21:
29

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the
trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and
know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I
tell you, this generation [Greek: genea] will not pass away until all
things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.

WHAT ARE JESUS’ END TIME PREDICTIONS? (4)
The most common English translation of genea is
”generation,” which led some to conclude that Christ's Second
Coming was to be witnessed by the people living in the same
generation as Jesus. Early Christians expected Jesus to return within
a generation of His death and the non-occurrence of the Second
Coming surprised the early Christian communities.
Jesus predicted an early return in Matthew 16:28:
...there are some standing here, which shall not taste death, till they see
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.

There are similar predictions in five other places in the Gospels.

WHAT ARE JESUS’ END TIME PREDICTIONS? (5)
Jesus predicted the end time in Matthew 24:15-22:
15 “So

when you see the desolating sacrilege standing in the holy place,
as was spoken of by the prophet Daniel (let the reader
understand), 16 then those in Judea must flee to the mountains; 17 the
one on the housetop must not go down to take what is in the
house; 18 the one in the field must not turn back to get a coat. 19 Woe to
those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in those
days! 20 Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a sabbath. 21 For
at that time there will be great suffering [or Great Tribulation], such as
has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never
will be. 22 And if those days had not been cut short, no one would be
saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.

WHAT ARE JESUS’ END TIME PREDICTIONS? (6)
Mark 13 is similar to Matthew 24 but ends this way:
32

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert; for you
do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the
watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master
of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or
at dawn, 36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes
suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

WHAT ARE SOME MODERN ANALYSES OF
JESUS’ END TIME PREDICTIONS?
The Jesus Seminar has rejected the historicity of Jesus' apocalyptic
expectations, arguing that the evidence for it in the Gospels is largely
tied to Jesus‘ Son of Man sayings, which they do not consider
historical. They further attribute the Early Church’s apocalyptic
expectations as emerging from its belief in Jesus’ resurrection, where
resurrection was tied to eschatological expectations in Jewish
theology.
R.T. France, New Testament scholar and Anglican cleric, and N.T.
Wright, New Testament scholar and Bishop of Durham, argue that
the apocalyptic sayings in the Gospels are historical but largely
amount to Jewish idiom using language of cosmic destruction to
describe political upheavals, namely concerning itself with the
destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple around the year 70.

HOW IS TIME SUPPOSED TO END? (1)
The end time (also called end times, end of time, end of days, last
days, final days, doomsday, or eschaton) is a future described
variously in the eschatologies of several world religions
(both Abrahamic and non-Abrahamic), which teach that world events
will reach a climax.
The end of the age (“end of the world” in the KJV) refers to the end of
this present era and the commencement of the next dispensation. It is
the period that precedes the Second Coming of the Son of Man as the
Righteous Judge. The end of the age includes the Rapture, the
Tribulation, the Second Coming, and the Judgment, all of which help
usher in the age to come.

In later Judaism, the term “end of days” refers to the Messianic
Age and includes an in-gathering of the exiled Jewish Diaspora, the
coming of the Messiah, the resurrection of the righteous, and the
world to come.

HOW IS TIME SUPPOSED TO END? (2)
Some 1st–century Christians believed Jesus would return during their
lifetime. When St.Paul’s converts in Thessalonica were persecuted by
the Roman Empire, they believed the end of days to be
imminent. Scholarly consensus would hold that Jesus, and following
him the early Christians, understood the end times as being
imminent.
While some who believe in the literal interpretation of the Bible
insist the prediction of dates or times is futile, others believe Jesus
foretold signs of the end of days. The precise time, however, will
come like a “thief in the night” (1 Thess. 5:2). They may also refer to
Matthew 24:36 in which Jesus is quoted as saying:
But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.
Some forms of Christianity depict the end time as a period of
Tribulation that precedes Christ’s Second Coming. He will defeat the
Antichrist along with his power structure and usher in the Kingdom
of God.

HOW IS TIME SUPPOSED TO END? (3)
Today those of a scientific bent think that the world might end due
to such things as:
Nuclear war
Biological and chemical warfare
Catastrophic climate change
Ecological collapse
Pandemics
Asteroid impact
Supervolcanic eruption
Artificial intelligence
Sun going nova

WHAT IS ARMAGEDDON?
Armageddon is the hill in Israel where the final battle between the
Christian Messiah and Satan is to take place at the end of time, The
word appears only once in the Bible, in the Book of Revelation.
Similar stories about a battle on a mountain at the end of time
already existed in Jewish lore before Christ.
Armageddon is used as a near-synonym of apocalypse in modern
English; it has a connotation of violence and struggle,
whereas apocalypse is slightly more abstract.
Most traditions interpret this Bible prophecy to be symbolic of the
progression of the world toward the “great day of God, the
Almighty” in which God pours out his just and holy wrath against
unrepentant sinners, led by Satan, in a literal end-of-the-world final
confrontation.
Armageddon is the symbolic name given to this event based on
scripture references regarding divine obliteration of God's enemies.

WHAT IS THE RAPTURE? (1)
The word rapture is derived from Middle French rapture, via the
Medieval Latin raptura (meaning seizure or kidnapping), which derives
from the Latin raptus (meaning a carrying off). It is an
eschatological theological position held by some American Evangelistic
Christians, consisting of an End-Time event when all Christian
believers who are alive, along with resurrected believers, will rise “in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.” The origin of the term extends
from St.Paul's First Epistle to the Thessalonians, in which he uses the
Greek word harpazo, meaning “to snatch away” or “to seize,” and
explains that believers in Jesus Christ will be snatched away from
earth into the air.

WHAT IS THE RAPTURE? (2)
The idea of a rapture as it is currently defined is not found in historic
Christianity, but is a relatively recent doctrine of Evangelical
Protestantism. Episcopalians and other adherents of mainline
denominations typically interpret rapture in the sense of the elect
gathering with Christ in Heaven after his Second Coming and reject
the idea that a large segment of humanity will be left behind on
earth for an extended Tribulation period after the events of 1
Thessalonians 4:17.

WHAT IS THE GREAT TRIBULATION?
In Christian eschatology, the Great Tribulation is a period that Jesus
mentioned in the Olivet Discourse as a sign that would occur in the
time of the end.
The Olivet Discourse or Olivet Prophecy, is the name given to the
orderly and extended teaching given by Jesus Christ on the Mount of
Olives found in Matthew 24 and 25, Mark 13, and Luke 21. It is also
known as the Little Apocalypse because it includes the use of
apocalyptic language, and Jesus' warning to his followers that they
will suffer tribulation and persecution before the ultimate triumph of
the Kingdom of God.
Jesus refers to this period preceding the end times as the “Great
Tribulation” (Matthew 24:21), “Affliction” (Mark 1:19), and “Days of
Vengeance” (Luke 21:22).
In the Book of Revelation (7:14b), the “Great Tribulation" refers to a
time of affliction upon God's people.

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE LAST JUDGMENT?
Some Christian denominations consider Christ’s Second Coming to be
God’s final and infinite judgment of the people of every
nation, resulting in the approval of some and the penalizing of others.
The concept is found in all the canonical Gospels, particularly
Matthew’s Gospel. This is variously called the Last Judgment, Final
Judgment, Day of Reckoning, Day of Judgment, Judgment
Day, Doomsday, or the Day of the Lord.
Anglican theology holds that at the time of the Last Day, “Jesus will
return and that He will 'judge both the quick and the dead',” and “all
[will] be bodily resurrected and stand before Christ as our Judge.
After the Judgment, the Righteous will go to their eternal reward in
heaven and the Accursed will depart to hell (see Matthew 25).”

Universal Judgment, 1303, by Giotto

Last Judgment, 1431, by Fra Angelico

The Last Judgment, c.1440–41, by Jan van Eyck

The Last Judgment, 1446-62, by Rogier van der Weyden

The Last Judgment, 1560, by Jean Cousin

The Last Judgment,
1536–41,
by Michelangelo

This famous painting in the Sistine
Chapel is a depiction of Christ’s
Second Coming and God’s final and
eternal judgment of all humanity. The
dead rise and descend to their fates,
as judged by Christ who is surrounded
by prominent saints.

The central group
around Christ

A group of the Saved

The damned in the air

The Day of Judgment
by William Blake,
printed in 1808
to illustrate
Robert Blair’s poem
“The Grave.”

WHAT IS CHRISTIAN MILLENNIALISM? (1)
Christian millennialism in some forms of Protestantism states that Biblical
apocalypse is imminent, with various current events being omens of
impending Armageddon.
These beliefs have been put forward by the Adventist movement (the
Millerites predicted the end of the world in 1843), Jehovah’s Witnesses
(who have quietly abandoned a prediction that people alive in 1914 would
live to see Christ's kingdom on earth), and dispensational premillennialists.
Predictions of apocalyptic events that would result in humanity’s extinction,
civilization’s collapse, or the planet’s destruction have been made since at
least since the 1st century.
Christian predictions typically refer to events like the Rapture, the Great
Tribulation, the Last Judgment, and Christ’s Second Coming. Many religiousrelated end-time events are predicted to occur within the lifetime of the
person making the prediction, who often quote the Bible, and in particular
the New Testament, as either the primary or exclusive source for the
predictions.

WHAT IS CHRISTIAN MILLENNIALISM? (2)
The Protestantism of the 16th century ushered in an epoch of millenarian
doctrines. Protestant fanatics of the earlier years, particularly the
Anabaptists, believed in a new, golden age under the scepter of Christ, after
the overthrow of the papacy and secular empires. In 1534 Anabaptists set up
in Münster (Westphalia) the new Kingdom of Zion, as a prelude to the new
kingdom of Christ. Their excesses were opposed and their millenarianism
disowned by both the Augsberg and the Helvetian Confession, so that it found
no admission into Lutheran and Reformed theologies.

Nevertheless, the 17th and 18th centuries produced new apocalyptic fanatics
and mystics who expected the millennium in one form or another.
A new phase in the development of millenarian views among
Protestants commenced with Pietism. Certain sects in England and North
America, such as the Mormons and the Adventists, adopted both apocalyptic
and millenarian views, expecting Christ’s return and the establishment of His
kingdom at an early date. Some 19th-century Roman Catholic
theologians championed a moderate, modified millenarianism, especially in
connection with their explanations of the Apocalypse.

WHAT IS PRETERISM? (1)
There are four quite different Christian eschatological views.
1) Preterism (from the Latin praeter, a prefix denoting that
something is “past” or “beyond”) is the belief that all of these
predictions were fulfilled by the time Jerusalem fell in the year 70.
This view considers that most, if not all, prophecy has been fulfilled
already, usually in relation to Jerusalem’s destruction by the Romans
in the year 70.

2) Partial preterism says that most (but not all) Bible prophecy,
including everything within Matthew 24, Daniel, and Revelation up
to chapters 19 or 20, has already been fulfilled when Jerusalem was
destroyed.
Since it still includes belief in a future physical Second Coming of
Christ, the Resurrection of the Dead, and the Last Judgment, partial
preterism falls within the parameters of orthodoxy because it
conforms to the early Christian creeds.

WHAT IS PRETERISM? (2)
3) Full preterism says all biblical prophecy was fulfilled by the year
70. It does not hold to a future judgment, Christ’s return, or
resurrection of the dead (at least not for non-Christians). Due to the
belief that all biblical prophecy has been fulfilled, it is sometimes
considered “radical” and usually described as “unorthodox” because
it goes against the early Christian creeds.
4) Historicism considers that most prophecy has been or will be
fulfilled during the present church age.

