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WHAT IS 
CHRIST'S SECOND COMING?



COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Almighty God, 

give us grace that we may cast away the works of  darkness, 

and put upon us the armor of  light, 

now in the time of  this mortal life 

in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility;

that in the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge both the quick and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who livethand reignethwith thee and the Holy Ghost,

one God, 

now and for ever.

Amen.



TheSecondComing(sometimescalledthe Second
Advent or the Parousia) is a Christian belief
regarding WŜǎǳǎΩreturn after His ascension to
heavenabout two thousandyearsago.

In the New Testament,the more commonly used
Greek term parousia, meaningarrival, coming, or
presence)appearstwenty-four times, seventeenof
them concerningChrist.

The word parousiahas the distinct referenceto a
period of time rather than an instancein time. The
word occurred as early as the 3rd century BC to
describethe visit of a king or dignitary to a cityςa
visit arranged in order to show the visitor's
magnificenceto the people.

TheGreekword epiphaneia, meaningappearing,is
usedfive timesto refer to /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎreturn in the New
Testament.

WHAT IS THE SECOND COMING?

The Second Coming of Christ, 
1971, 

by Salvador Dali



The Nicene Creed, the universal /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ
creed, containsthe phrase:

and he shall comeagain,with glory, to judgeboth
the quickandthe dead. . . .

A similar phraseis found in the ancient Baptism
creed,calledthe!ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩCreed:

He ascendedinto heaven, and sitteth on the right
hand of Godthe Fatheralmighty. Fromthencehe
shallcometo judgethe quickandthe dead.

HOW DOES THE PRAYER BOOK ACKNOWLEDGE 
CHRIST'S SECOND COMING?

In the classicEucharisticPrayer I the celebrant
remindsusthat Jesushascommandedus:

to continue, a perpetual memory of that his
precious death and sacrifice, until his coming
again.

In the contemporary Eucharistic Prayer A
Episcopaliansproclaimthe mysteryof faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come
again.



HOW DOES THE HYMNAL 1982 ACKNOWLEDGE 
CHRIST'S SECOND COMING?

Here is one example of a hymn about the Second Coming:



IV. Of the Resurrection of Christ.

Christdid truly riseagain from death,and took againhis body,with
flesh,bones,and all things appertainingto the perfectionof Man's
nature; wherewithhe ascendedinto Heaven, and there sitteth, until
hereturn to judgeall Menat the last day.

WHAT DO THE ARTICLES OF RELIGION SAY ABOUT 
CHRIST'S SECOND COMING?



Episcopalianstend to take a casual view of Christ's Second
Comingand do not tend to think it will be at any moment now.
They do not treat it as a crucial immediate issue and do not
agreewith other denominationsthat talk a lot about the Second
Coming.

Rather than envisioningChrist's SecondComing as a sort of
sciencefiction extravaganza(riversof blood,starsfallingfrom the
sky),they seeit asa distant time at which righteousnesswill be
restoredto the world andthe cruelandunjustwill fail. Theyalso
do not take the Bookof Revelationliterally, suchasJesusstriking
downwholenationswith a swordcomingout of hismouth.

In an Episcopalservicethere are referencesto Christ'sSecond
Coming,but nothingelaborateor detailed.

Theyare really more interested in the conceptof Jesuswalking
unseenamongus today, encouragingthem to act as if anyone
they meetmight beJesusin disguise.

WHAT DO EPISCOPALIANS THINK ABOUT 
CHRIST'S SECOND COMING?



The Advent Season, which now begins the Christian
calendar,is a time of expectantwaiting andpreparation
that anticipates/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎComing from three different
perspectives: /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎphysicalnativity in Bethlehemat
Christmas,/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎreceptionin the ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎheart, and
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎreturn at an eschatologicalSecondComing. The
Sundayreadingsduring this seasonrelate to the first
comingof JesusChristassavioraswell asto his Second
Comingasjudge.

It is not known when the seasonthat is now called
Advent began. It was certainly in existencefrom about
480. It was not until the Middle Agesthat the Advent
seasonwas explicitly linked to /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎfirst coming at
Christmas. In its developedform by the 8th century it
had a double emphasisof joy at the redemption that
had come in the Incarnation and awe before the
Judgmentthat wasyet to come.

HOW DOES ADVENT RELATE TO CHRIST'S SECOND COMING?



The word άapocalypseέcomes from the Greek word apocalupsis
whichmeansάǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎΣdisclosure,to takeoff the cover.έ

An apocalypseis a disclosureor revelationof greatknowledge. That
is why the Bookof Revelationto John is alsocalledthe Apocalypse
of John. An apocalypseusuallydisclosessomethingvery important
that was hidden or providesa vision of heavenlysecretsthat can
make sense of earthly realities. The term has a heavy religious
connotationascommonlyseenin the propheticrevelationsobtained
throughdreamsor spiritualvisions.

In modern times the term hascometo mean the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎcomplete
final destruction,asdescribedin the Bookof Revelationor, at least,
an event involving destruction or damage on an awesome or
catastrophicscale.

Followersof Western monotheistic religions tend to view time as
linear,with a beginningandanend.

WHAT DOES APOCALYPSE MEAN? (1)



Apocalypticism is the religious belief that the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎend is
imminent, even within one's own lifetime. This belief is usually
accompaniedby the idea that civilization will soon come to a
tumultuousenddueto somesort of catastrophicglobalevent.

Thereligiousversionsof theseviewsandmovementsoften focuson
cryptic revelationsabout DƻŘΩǎsudden,dramatic, and cataclysmic
intervention in history; ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΩǎjudgment; the faithful ŜƭŜŎǘΩǎ
salvation; and the eventualrule of the elect with Godin a renewed
heavenandearth.

WHAT DOES APOCALYPSE MEAN? (2)

The Book of Revalationends with a prayer:  Come, Lord Jesus!



Eschatologyis a part of theology concernedwith ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩǎfinal
events,or ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΩǎultimate destiny. Thisconcept is commonly
referred to as άǘƘŜend of the ǿƻǊƭŘέor άŜƴŘtimes.έThe word
arisesfrom the Greekéschatos, meaningάƭŀǎǘΣέandςlogy, meaning
άǘƘŜstudy ƻŦΣέand first appeared in Englisharound 1844. The
Oxford English Dictionary defines eschatology as άǘƘŜpart of
theologyconcernedwith death, judgment,and the final destinyof
the soulandof humankind.έ

/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎSecondComingis the centralevent in Christianeschatology
within the broader context of the fullnessof the Kingdomof God.
Most Christiansbelieve that death and suffering will continue to
exist until Christ's return. There are, however, various views
concerning the order and significance of other eschatological
events.

The Book of Revelationstands at the core of much of Christian
eschatology.

WHAT DOES ESCHATOLOGYMEAN?





Jesus predicted the end time in Luke 21:
10Thenhesaidto them,άbŀǘƛƻƴwill riseagainst
nation, and kingdomagainst kingdom; 11 there
will be great earthquakes,and in variousplaces
faminesandplagues; and there will be dreadful
portentsandgreat signsfrom heaven.

12ά.ǳǘbeforeall this occurs,theywill arrestyou
and persecuteyou; they will hand you over to
synagogues and prisons, and you will be
brought beforekingsand governorsbecauseof
my name. 13Thiswill giveyouan opportunityto
testify. 14Somakeup your mindsnot to prepare
your defensein advance; 15 for I will give you
words and a wisdom that none of your
opponents will be able to withstand or
contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by
parentsand brothers,by relativesand friends;
and they will put someof you to death. 17 You
will be hated by all becauseof my name. 18But
not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your
enduranceyouwill gainyoursouls.

²I!¢ !w9 W9{¦{Ω 9b5 ¢La9 tw95L/¢Lhb{? (1)



WŜǎǳǎ ŦƻǊŜǘƻƭŘ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΩǎ 
destruction in Luke 21:

20ά²ƘŜƴyou see Jerusalem
surrounded by armies, then know
that its desolation has come near.
21Then those in Judeamust flee to
the mountains,and those insidethe
city must leave it, and those out in
the country must not enter it; 22 for
these are days of vengeance, as a
fulfillment of all that is
written. 23 Woe to those who are
pregnant and to those who are
nursing infants in those days! For
there will be great distresson the
earth and wrath against this
people; 24 theywill fall by the edgeof
the sword and be taken away as
captives among all nations; and
Jerusalemwill be trampledon by the
Gentiles, until the times of the
Gentilesare fulfilled.

²I!¢ !w9 W9{¦{Ω 9b5 ¢La9 tw95L/¢Lhb{? (2)



Jesus predicted the Coming of the Son of Man in Luke 21:
25άTherewill be signsin the sun,the moon,and the stars,and on the
earth distressamongnationsconfusedby the roaring of the seaand
the waves. 26 Peoplewill faint from fear and foreboding of what is
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. 27Thenthey will seeΨǘƘŜSonof Man comingin a ŎƭƻǳŘΩwith
power and great glory. 28Now when thesethings begin to take place,
stand up and raise your heads,becauseyour redemptionis drawing
near.έ

Jesus taught the  Lesson of the Fig Tree in Luke 21:
29 Then he told them a parable: ά[ƻƻƪat the fig tree and all the
trees; 30as soonas they sprout leavesyou can seefor yourselvesand
know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these
thingstaking place,youknowthat the kingdomof Godisnear. 32TrulyI
tell you, this generation [Greek: genea] will not passaway until all
things have taken place. 33 Heavenand earth will passaway, but my
wordswill not passaway.

²I!¢ !w9 W9{¦{Ω 9b5 ¢La9 tw95L/¢Lhb{? (3)



The most common English translation of genea is
έƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣέwhich led some to conclude that Christ's Second
Coming was to be witnessed by the people living in the same
generationasJesus. EarlyChristiansexpectedJesusto return within
a generationof His death and the non-occurrenceof the Second
Comingsurprisedthe earlyChristiancommunities.

Jesuspredictedan early return in Matthew 16:28:
...there are some standing here, which shall not taste death, till they see 
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom. 

There are similar predictions in five other places in the Gospels.
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Jesus predicted the end time in Matthew 24:15-22:
15ά{ƻwhenyou seethe desolatingsacrilegestandingin the holy place,
as was spoken of by the prophet Daniel (let the reader
understand),16 then those in Judeamust flee to the mountains; 17 the
one on the housetop must not go down to take what is in the
house; 18 the onein the field mustnot turn backto get a coat. 19Woeto
thosewho are pregnantand to thosewho are nursinginfants in those
days!20Praythat your flight maynot be in winter or on a sabbath. 21For
at that time therewill begreat suffering[or GreatTribulation], suchas
hasnot beenfrom the beginningof the world until now, no, and never
will be. 22 And if thosedayshad not beencut short, no one would be
saved; but for the sakeof the electthosedayswill becut short.
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32ά.ǳǘabout that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in
heaven,nor the Son,but only the Father. 33Beware,keepalert; for you
do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a
journey,whenhe leaveshomeand puts his slavesin charge,eachwith
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the
watch. 35Therefore,keepawakeτfor youdo not knowwhenthe master
of the housewill come,in the evening,or at midnight,or at cockcrow,or
at dawn, 36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes
suddenly. 37Andwhat I sayto youI sayto all: Keepawake.έ

Mark 13 is similar to Matthew 24 but ends this way: 
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The JesusSeminarhas rejected the historicity of Jesus'apocalyptic
expectations,arguingthat the evidencefor it in the Gospelsis largely
tied to WŜǎǳǎΨSon of Man sayings,which they do not consider
historical. They further attribute the Early /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎapocalyptic
expectationsasemergingfrom its belief inWŜǎǳǎΩresurrection,where
resurrection was tied to eschatologicalexpectations in Jewish
theology.

R.T. France,New Testamentscholar and Anglicancleric, and N.T.
Wright, New Testamentscholarand Bishopof Durham,argue that
the apocalyptic sayingsin the Gospelsare historical but largely
amount to Jewishidiom using languageof cosmicdestruction to
describe political upheavals, namely concerning itself with the
destructionof Jerusalemandthe Templearoundthe year70.

WHAT ARE SOME MODERN ANALYSES OF
JESUSΩ 9b5 ¢La9 tw95L/¢Lhb{Κ



The end time (alsocalledend times, end of time, end of days, last
days, final days, doomsday, or eschaton) is a future described
variously in the eschatologies of several world religions
(both Abrahamicand non-Abrahamic),which teachthat world events
will reacha climax.

Theendof the ageόάŜƴŘof theǿƻǊƭŘέin the KJV) refersto the endof
this presenteraandthe commencementof the nextdispensation. It is
the period that precedesthe SecondComingof the Sonof Man asthe
RighteousJudge. The end of the age includes the Rapture, the
Tribulation,the SecondComing,and the Judgment,all of which help
usherin the ageto come.

In later Judaism,the term άŜƴŘof Řŀȅǎέrefers to the Messianic
Age and includesan in-gatheringof the exiled JewishDiaspora,the
coming of the Messiah,the resurrection of the righteous, and the
world to come.

HOW IS TIME SUPPOSED TO END? (1)



Some1stςcenturyChristiansbelievedJesuswould return duringtheir
lifetime. WhenSt.tŀǳƭΩǎconvertsin Thessalonicawerepersecutedby
the Roman Empire, they believed the end of days to be
imminent. Scholarlyconsensuswould hold that Jesus,and following
him the early Christians, understood the end times as being
imminent.

While some who believe in the literal interpretation of the Bible
insist the prediction of datesor times is futile, others believeJesus
foretold signsof the end of days. The precisetime, however, will
comelike aάǘƘƛŜŦin the ƴƛƎƘǘέ(1 Thess. 5:2). Theymayalsorefer to
Matthew 24:36 in whichJesusisquotedassaying:

But concerningthat day and hour no one knows,not eventhe
angelsof heaven,nor the Son,but the Fatheronly.

Some forms of Christianity depict the end time as a period of
Tribulationthat precedes/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎSecondComing. Hewill defeat the
Antichristalongwith his power structure and usherin the Kingdom
of God.

HOW IS TIME SUPPOSED TO END? (2)



Today those of a scientific bent think that the world might end due 
to such things as:

Nuclear war
Biological and chemical warfare
Catastrophic climate change
Ecological collapse
Pandemics
Asteroid impact
Supervolcaniceruption
Artificial intelligence
Sun going nova

HOW IS TIME SUPPOSED TO END? (3)



Armageddon is the hill in Israelwhere the final battle betweenthe
ChristianMessiahandSatanis to takeplaceat the endof time, The
word appearsonly once in the Bible, in the Book of Revelation.
Similar stories about a battle on a mountain at the end of time
alreadyexistedin Jewishlore beforeChrist.

Armageddonis used as a near-synonymof apocalypsein modern
English; it has a connotation of violence and struggle,
whereasapocalypseis slightlymoreabstract.

Most traditions interpret this Bibleprophecyto be symbolicof the
progression of the world toward the άƎǊŜŀǘday of God, the
!ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅέin which God pours out his just and holy wrath against
unrepentantsinners,led by Satan,in a literal end-of-the-world final
confrontation.

Armageddonis the symbolicname given to this event basedon
scripturereferencesregardingdivineobliterationof God'senemies.

WHAT IS ARMAGEDDON?



The word rapture is derived from Middle French rapture, via the
MedievalLatinraptura (meaningseizureor kidnapping),whichderives
from the Latin raptus (meaning a carrying off). It is an
eschatologicaltheologicalpositionheldby someAmericanEvangelistic
Christians, consisting of an End-Time event when all Christian
believerswho are alive,alongwith resurrectedbelievers,will riseάƛƴ
the clouds,to meet the Lordin the air.έTheoriginof the term extends
from St.Paul'sFirstEpistleto the Thessalonians,in which he usesthe
Greek word harpazo, meaningάǘƻsnatchŀǿŀȅέor άǘƻseizeΣέand
explainsthat believers in JesusChrist will be snatchedaway from
earth into the air.

WHAT IS THERAPTURE? (1) 



Theideaof a raptureasit iscurrentlydefinedisnot found in historic
Christianity, but is a relatively recent doctrine of Evangelical
Protestantism. Episcopaliansand other adherents of mainline
denominationstypically interpret rapture in the senseof the elect
gatheringwith Christin Heavenafter his SecondComingand reject
the idea that a large segmentof humanity will be left behind on
earth for an extended Tribulation period after the events of 1
Thessalonians4:17.

WHAT IS THERAPTURE? (2) 



WHAT IS THE GREAT TRIBULATION?

In Christianeschatology,the Great Tribulation is a period that Jesus
mentionedin the Olivet Discourseasa signthat would occur in the
time of the end.

The Olivet Discourseor Olivet Prophecy,is the name given to the
orderly andextendedteachinggivenby JesusChriston the Mount of
Olivesfound in Matthew 24 and 25, Mark 13, and Luke21. It is also
known as the Little Apocalypse because it includes the use of
apocalypticlanguage,and Jesus' warning to his followers that they
will suffer tribulation andpersecutionbefore the ultimate triumph of
the Kingdomof God.

Jesusrefers to this period precedingthe end times as the άDǊŜŀǘ
¢Ǌƛōǳƭŀǘƛƻƴέ(Matthew 24:21), ά!ŦŦƭƛŎǘƛƻƴέ(Mark 1:19), andά5ŀȅǎof
±ŜƴƎŜŀƴŎŜέ(Luke21:22).

In the Bookof Revelation(7:14b), the άDǊŜŀǘTribulation" refers to a
time of affliction uponGod'speople.



WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE LAST JUDGMENT?

SomeChristiandenominationsconsider/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎSecondComingto be
DƻŘΩǎfinal and infinite judgment of the people of every
nation,resultingin the approvalof someandthe penalizingof others.
The concept is found in all the canonical Gospels,particularly
aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎGospel. This is variouslycalled the Last Judgment, Final
Judgment, Day of Reckoning, Day of Judgment, Judgment
Day, Doomsday,or the Dayof the Lord.

Anglicantheologyholds that at the time of the LastDay,άWŜǎǳǎwill
return and that Hewill 'judgeboth the quickand the deadϥΣέandάŀƭƭ
[will] be bodily resurrectedand stand before Christ as our Judge.
After the Judgment,the Righteouswill go to their eternal reward in
heaven andthe Accursedwill depart to hell (seeMatthew 25).έ



Universal Judgment,1303, by Giotto


