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WHAT DO EPISCOPALIANS
THINK OF SAINTS?
Presented by Charles E.Dickson, Ph.D.

COLLECT OF A SAINT
O Almighty God,
who by thy Holy Spirit hast made us one
with thy saints in heaven and on earth:
Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage
we may ever be supported
by this fellowship of love and prayer,
and may know ourselves
to be surrounded by their witness
to thy power and mercy.
We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ,
in whom all our intercessions
are acceptable through the Spirit,
and who liveth and reigneth for ever and ever.
Amen.

“I SING A SONG OF THE SAINTS OF GOD”
1 I sing a song of the saints of God,
patient and brave and true,
who toiled and fought and lived and died
for the Lord they loved and knew.
And one was a doctor, and one was a queen,
and one was a shepherdess on the green:
they were all of them saints of God, and I mean,
God helping, to be one too.
Parody: And one was a doctor, and one was a queen,

And one was both (if you know what I mean)
2 They loved their Lord so dear, so dear,
and God’s love made them strong;
and they followed the right, for Jesus’ sake,
the whole of their good lives long.
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“I SING A SONG” (Concluded)
And one was a soldier, and one was a priest,
and one was slain by a fierce wild beast:
and there’s not any reason, no, not the least,
why I shouldn’t be one too.
Parody: "One was a soldier, one was a beast,

And one was slain by a fierce wild priest."
3 They lived not only in ages past;
there are hundreds of thousands still;
the world is bright with the joyous saints
who love to do Jesus’ will.
You can meet them in school, or in lanes, or at sea,
in church, or in trains, or in shops, or at tea;
for the saints of God are just folk like me,
and I mean to be one too.

The tune, “Grand Isle, was composed for this text by retired Episcopal
priest John H. Hopkins, Jr. The author is Lesbia Scott

WHAT IS A SAINT?
The English word saint derives from the Latin sanctus, meaning holy,
and has long been used in Christianity to refer to a person who was
recognized as having lived a holy life and as being an exemplar and
model for other Christians. The word in the Bible we translate as
"saint" is derived from a Greek verb (hagiazo) whose basic meaning is
“to set apart,” “sanctify,” or “make holy.”
The Episcopal usage of the term saint is similar to Roman Catholic and
Orthodox traditions. The Episcopal Church continues an ancient
tradition of honoring important and influential Christian people. These
saints are “the lights of the world in every generation” [from an Order
of Worship for the Evening, alluding to Philippians 2:5], people whose
lives and deeds have shone brightly and helped others to follow God
more closely. There are saints who lived long ago and there are saints
living and working in the world today, saints who are known by the
Church, and saints who are known only to God.
“Saints” can mean all Christians, whatever their personal sanctity. This
usage is found some fifty times in the New Testament.

WHAT IS A SAINT?
Church people are said to be part of the Communion of Saints, the
company of all faithful people, connected through our baptism to
those Christians who have died, those who are alive now, and those
who have not yet been born.
Roman Catholics believe that some saints are patrons to some of
their everyday activities. To Protestants they appear to be worshiping
saints rather than God.
Episcopalians also believe in saints; they have even named churches
after them. But in their point of view, it is not right to talk directly to
saints as that would be worshiping saints as false idols.
They recognize saints as holy people to be honored, but do not pray
to them. They do, however, include the saints in their prayers
addressed to God in thanks for providing them with saintly examples.
Episcopalians argue that saints show us what God wants us to be. In
the Roman Catholic’s perspective, saints can be asked to help as well,
to intercede with God on behalf of the petitioner.

WHAT IS A SAINT?
In the Old Testament the idea of holiness or separateness was inherent
in the concept of God, who was unapproachable in the tabernacle or
temple by the ordinary person, being accessible only to the priests
under carefully specified conditions.
In the New Testament “saints” are living people who have dedicated
themselves to the worship and service of God as revealed through Jesus
Christ. Six of Paul's letters to various churches are addressed to saints.
Sometimes Paul differentiates between Jewish Christians and Gentile
Christians, calling the former “saints” and the latter “believers.”
But often Gentile Christians are called saints, too, because they were
given access to Abraham’s faith and admitted into this “holy” Jewish
nucleus.

ARE SAINTS TO BE PRAYED TO?
Article XXII (Of Purgatory) of the Articles of Religion argues:
The Romish Doctrine concerning Purgatory, Pardons, Worshipping and
Adoration, as well of Images as of Relics, and also Invocation of Saints, is
a fond thing, vainly invented, and grounded upon no warranty of
Scripture, but rather repugnant to the Word of God.

The earliest example of asking saints for their intercession was at the
beginning of the 4th century in an anonymous funerary inscription.
The dead man was asked to rest in peace and to pray for us.
Beginning in the 10th century, the Catholic Church began to centralize
and to formalize the process of recognizing saints. The process
whereby an individual was added to the canon (list) of recognized
saints became known as canonization.

HOW DID THE EARLY CHURCH TREAT SAINTS?
With the martyrdom of Polycarp (an 86-year-old man executed for
his faith in the year 155 in Smyrna), we have this account from a
contemporary eye-witness:
we shall celebrate the birthday of his martyrdom each year with joy
and rejoicing, both to remember those who have run their race and
to prepare those yet to walk in their steps.

Thus we see that a custom was developing of keeping the
anniversary day of a martyrdom as a yearly memorial. In this way,
many great heroes of the faith could be remembered individually
throughout the year. Early believers held up the lives of the
martyrs as examples of true Christian discipleship and devotion.

HOW DID THE MEDIEVAL CHURCH TREAT SAINTS?
In the Middle Ages, the devotion (cultus) to the saints began to
balloon. The remembered saints began to be seen as ambassadors to
which we on earth could appeal.

Commemorations of their death in the Eucharist began to get out of
hand, and the life of the saint became the major theme of the liturgy,
rather than the central, singular offering of Christ on the cross.
Furthermore, Holy Days of remembrance in medieval Europe
became holidays from work—excuses for raucous ungodly festivals.
Additionally, many relics and legends were fabricated. What had once
been an anthology of pious remembrances in the Church, became a
farrago of tall tales and oddities coupled with the names of the great
saints of old. For instance, stories of a “St.Christopher” became
popular even though he almost certainly never existed.
In the popular mind, saints were more approachable than God.

HOW DID THE REFORMATION TREAT SAINTS?
Calvin’s Swiss school of Reformers wanted to do away with such
commemorations entirely, but the more moderate Reformation in
England did not want to throw out the proverbial baby with the
bathwater.
After all, the practices of the Early Church of following the
injunctions of Hebrews 13 were still to be commended, even as the
excesses were in sore need of pruning.

And so, they pruned.
The early Prayer Books took an axe to the overly elaborate structure
and vast number of commemorations. They only required
commemorations (called “Red Letter Days,” because the names
were originally printed in red) for saints who appear in the New
Testament (Apostles, Evangelists, etc.). The dates for these
commemorations remained the dates inherited from earlier
tradition, which purport to be the dates of the saints’ deaths.

HOW DID THE REFORMATION TREAT SAINTS?
All other commemorations were optional (called “Black Letter Days,”
because they were printed in smaller, black type). And these lesser
feasts were also pruned back.

Whereas the medieval calendar had a saint for just about every day,
the present optional English Prayer Book commemorations have only
about two per week.
During the English Reformation, all dubious legends were expunged.
The mention of saints’ days during Holy Communion was made much
briefer. Christ, the living wellspring of sanctity that makes the saints
exceptional, was restored to the central place of worship and honor
in the midst of the holy feast.

Since spending too much time on the saints clearly led the Church
into error in the Middle Ages, Anglicanism has intentionally never
fussed over “canonization” in the way that the Roman Catholic
Church has.

HOW DID THE REFORMATION TREAT SAINTS?
Local communities still remember the sanctity of the godly men and
women who ministered in their midst. And sometimes that fame
spreads throughout the communion.
But Anglicans do not call anyone who lived on this side of the
Reformation a “saint” the way the saints of the Early Church are
styled (St.Augustine, etc.).
Sometimes Anglicans apply the title “Blessed” to those whose lives
were glowing with godliness and sacrifice, but this is the most that
they do.
Anglicans do not seek out saints as intercessors in the way that
Roman Catholics pray to the dead, since this practice interferes with
the singular role of Christ Jesus as mediator and advocate in heaven.

WHAT WAS THE APPROACH OF
CLASSIC PRAYER BOOKS TO SAINTS?
The first Book of Common Prayer (1549) and subsequent editions
preserved the cycles and seasons of the traditional church year along
with a liturgical kalendar of saints’ feasts with collects and scripture
readings appropriate for the day.
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer opposed praying to the saints in hopes
they might intercede for the living, but he did believe saints were
role models.
For this reason, he replaced collects that invoked saints with new
ones that only honored them.
He also reduced the number of saints days from 181 to 25. Except for
All Saints’ Day, they commemorated only New Testament saints and
events.
This means that Anglicans honored St.Matthias, an Apostle about
whom nothing was known, while ignoring St.Francis of Assisi, about
whom much was known.

WHAT DID CALVINISTS THINK OF SAINTS?
In his work, A Treatise on Relics, John Calvin utilizes his extensive
knowledge of church history to demonstrate that prayers to the
saints, prayers for the dead, the veneration of relics, the lighting of
candles (in homage to the saints), and the veneration of icons are all
rooted in Roman paganism. Such practices infiltrated the Christian
Church after Christianity became the official religion of the Roman
Empire in the 4th century.
Here is an excerpt from Calvin’s work that summarizes his thesis:
Hero-worship is innate to human nature, and it is founded on some of
our noblest feelings,—gratitude, love, and admiration,—but which, like
all other feelings, when uncontrolled by principle and reason, may
easily degenerate into the wildest exaggerations, and lead to most
dangerous consequences. It was by such an exaggeration of these
noble feelings that [Roman] Paganism filled the Olympus with gods
and demigods,—elevating to this rank men who have often deserved
the gratitude of their fellow-creatures, by some signal services
rendered to the community, or their admiration, by having performed
some deeds which required a more than usual degree of mental and
physical powers.

WHAT DID CALVINISTS THINK OF SAINTS?
The same cause obtained for the Christian martyrs the gratitude and admiration
of their fellow-Christians, and finally converted them into a kind of demigods.
This was more particularly the case when the church began to be corrupted by
her compromise with Paganism [during the fourth and fifth-centuries], which
having been baptized without being converted, rapidly introduced into the
Christian church, not only many of its rites and ceremonies, but even its
polytheism, with this difference, that the divinities of Greece and Rome were
replaced by Christian saints, many of whom received the offices of their Pagan
predecessors.
The church in the beginning tolerated these abuses, as a temporary evil, but was
afterwards unable to remove them; and they became so strong, particularly
during the prevailing ignorance of the middle ages, that the church ended up
legalizing, through her decrees, that at which she did nothing but wink at first.

In a footnote, Calvin gives specific examples of how Christian saints simply
became substitutes for pagan deities:
Thus St.Anthony of Padua restores, like Mercury, stolen property; St.Hubert, like
Diana, is the patron of sportsmen; St.Cosmas, like Esculapius, that of physicians,
etc. In fact, almost every profession and trade, as well as every place, have their
especial patron saint, who, like the tutelary divinity of the Pagans, receives
particular hours from his or her protégés.

HOW DOES ANGLICANISM RECOGNIZE SAINTHOOD?
From the Reformation onward, the
Anglican
liturgical
kalendar
accommodated feasts for saints. The
list of saints always begins with
St.Andrew, not for alphabetical
reasons but because his feast day
determines the date of the First
Sunday in Advent, the beginning of the
Church Year.
There is no single liturgical kalendar
for the various churches making up
the Anglican Communion; each makes
its own liturgical kalendar suitable for
its local situation.

HOW DOES ANGLICANISM RECOGNIZE SAINTHOOD?
Saints who had been canonized when the Church of England was in
communion with Rome generally continued to be recognized as
saints after the English Reformation in the 16th century.

Since the split with Rome, the Church of England sometimes uses the
word hero or heroine to recognize those holy people whom the
church synod or an individual church praises as having had special
benevolence. It considers such muted terms a reversion to a more
simple and cautious doctrine which emphasizes empowerment to all
members and components of the Church.

IS BISHOP SWITHIN OF WINCHESTER A SAINT?
St.Swithin, also spelled Swithun (c.80062), is one those quaint English saints
celebrated by Anglicans. He was an AngloSaxon bishop of Winchester and chaplain
to Egbert, King of Wessex and became the
patron saint of Winchester. One miracle
associated with him is that, when an old
lady's eggs had been accidentally smashed
by workmen working on a church, Swithin
picked them up and as he did so they
became whole eggs once again.
Swithin died on 2 July 862 but his feast day
marks the day in 971 when his remains
were moved from his grave just outside
the west door of the Old Minster of
Winchester to a shrine inside the
cathedral, which was destroyed during the
Reformation.

IS BISHOP SWITHIN OF WINCHESTER A SAINT?

An illumination of St.Swithin
from the 10th-century manuscript
The Benedictional of St.Æthelwold

IS BISHOP SWITHIN OF WINCHESTER A SAINT?

St.Swithin’s name is still associated with an old meteorological superstition that rain on his
feast day means rain for 40 days. The first evidence for this weather prophecy seems to be a
13th- or 14th-century entry in a manuscript at Emmanuel College, Cambridge.

IS BISHOP SWITHIN OF WINCHESTER A SAINT?
The day in 971 when Swithin's remains
were moved was marked by miraculous
cures and torrential rain which lasted forty
days and forty nights and which was taken
as a sign of the saint's anger at the digging
up of his remains, when his wishes were
that his remains should be buried outside
the west door so that rain could fall on his
grave and people would walk over it.
This forty days of rain led to the following
traditional rhyme:

IS BISHOP SWITHIN OF WINCHESTER A SAINT?
In Buckingamshire the following
variant of the weather oracle exists:
If on St.Swithin’s day it really pours
You’re better off to stay indoors.

In some parts of Britain rain on St.
Swithin’s Day is said to “christen” the
apples which still should be unpicked
on the trees.
No apples should be picked before
St.Swithin’s blessing is bestowed
upon them; only then are they to
ripen fully and reach their maturity.

There is no scientific evidence that the weather on 15 July is a good
way to predict the weather over the next 40 days and nights, up to 23
August. But there is some truth in the prediction, as weather often
locks into a pattern in high summer, only changing when autumn
begins to rear its head from the end of August.

IS BISHOP SWITHIN OF WINCHESTER A SAINT?
Common Worship, a family of volumes which together with the Book
of Common Prayer make up the official liturgical resource of the
Church of England, contains the following collect for the Lesser
Festival of St.Swithun, whose day is still a blackletter day on the
liturgical kalendar of the Church of England:

Almighty God,

by whose grace we celebrate again
the feast of your servant Swithun:

grant that,
as he governed with gentleness
the people committed to his care,
so we,
rejoicing in our Christian inheritance,
may always seek to build up your Church
in unity and love;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

HOW DOES ANGLICANISM RECOGNIZE SAINTHOOD?
The Church of England avoids the use of the prenominal title "Saint"
with reference to uncanonized individuals and is restrained in what it
says about them in its liturgical texts. In order not to seem to imply
grades of sanctity, or to discriminate between holy persons of the
pre- and post-Reformation periods, the title "Saint" is not used at all
in its present liturgical kalendar, even with reference to those who
have always been known by that title, for example the Apostles.
The Episcopal Church, however, does make that distinction.
No Old Testament figures are commemorated in the Church of
England’s liturgical kalendar, but the litany "Thanksgiving for the Holy
Ones of God" (included in Common Worship: Times and Seasons)
includes ten names from before Christ, so they are presumably not
excluded on principle, and could be considered among the saints.

HOW DOES ANGLICANISM RECOGNIZE SAINTHOOD?
Anglican churches have no mechanism for canonizing saints, and
unlike the Roman Catholic Church, make no claims regarding the
heavenly status of those whom it commemorates in its liturgical
kalendars.
In fact, Charles, King and Martyr, although he is not widely
recognized by non-English Anglicans as a saint, is the only individual
the Church of England has ever tried to canonize in a nearconventional sense since the English Reformation. The Church of
England’s reason was that it was made clear that Charles I’s life would
probably have been spared had he been willing to sanction Oliver
Cromwell’s abolition of Anglican bishops.
On 19 May 1660, after the Restoration of the monarchy, the Church
of England's Convocations of Canterbury and York added the date of
Charles I’s martyrdom in 1649 to its liturgical kalendar.

HOW DOES ANGLICANISM RECOGNIZE SAINTHOOD?
A Whig government removed Charles I’s feast day from the Book of
Common Prayer by passing the Anniversary Days Observance Act in
1859, but the Church of England’s Anglo-Catholic wing fostered
devotional societies to bring the holiday back.
Chief among these are the Society of King Charles the Martyr
founded in 1894 and the Royal Martyr Church Union founded in
1906.

The Church of England restored the king’s feast day to the liturgical
kalendar in the 1980 Alternative Service Book, although not as a
Red Letter Day, and composed a new collect composed for Common
Worship in 2000.
Several provincial liturgical kalendars of the Anglican Communion
commemorate Charles Stuart on 30 January each year, including the
Church of England, the Anglican Church of Canada, the Scottish
Episcopal Church, the Anglican Church of Australia, the Anglican
Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, and the Episcopal
Anglican Church of Brazil.

HOW DOES ANGLICANISM HONOR
ANGLICAN ST.CHARLES I?
Here is a hymn by Dorothy Frances Gurney (1858-1932) which is sung
in England on Charles Stuart’s day:
Royal Charles, who chose to die
Rather than the Faith deny,
Forfeiting his kingly pride
For the sake of Jesu’s Bride;
Lovingly his praise we sing,
England’s martyr, England’s king.

All the way of death he trod
For the glory of his God,
And his dying dignity
Made a bright Epiphany;
Lovingly his praise we sing,
England’s martyr, England’s king.

Mirror fair of courtesy,
Flower of wedded chastity,
Humble follower day by day,
Of the Church’s holy way;
Lovingly his praise we sing,
England’s martyr, England’s King.

Bless we God the Three in One,
For all faithful ’neath the sun,
For the faithful gone before,
And for those our country bore,
Chiefly him whose praise we sing,
England’s martyr, England’s King.

HOW DOES ANGLICANISM PRAY FOR
ANGLICAN ST.CHARLES I?
Here is the collect for the feast of Charles, King and Martyr, which
was found in the original 1662 Book of Common Prayer:
Blessed Lord, in whose sight the death of thy saints is precious; We
magnify thy Name for thine abundant grace bestowed upon our
martyred Sovereign; by which he was enabled so cheerfully to follow
the steps of his blessed Master and Saviour, in a constant meek
suffering of all barbarous indignities, and at the last resisting unto
blood; and even then according to the same pattern, praying for his
murderers. Let his memory, O Lord, be ever blessed among us; that we
may follow the example of his courage and constancy, his meekness
and patience, and great charity. And grant, that this our land may be
freed from the vengeance of his righteous blood, and thy mercy
glorified in the forgiveness of our sins; and all for Jesus Christ his sake,
our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

HOW DOES ANGLICANISM PRAY FOR
ANGLICAN ST.CHARLES I?
Here are other collects for the feast of Charles, King and Martyr:
O Lord we offer unto thee all praise and thanks for the glory of Thy grace
that shined forth in Thine anointed servant Charles; and we beseech Thee
to give us all grace that by a careful studious imitation of this Thy blessed
Saint and Martyr, that we may be made worthy to receive benefit by his
prayers, which he, in communion with the Church Catholic, offers up unto
Thee for that part of it here Militant, through thy Son, our Blessed Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen.
O Most mighty God, terrible in thy judgements, and wonderful in thy doings
toward the children of men; who in thy heavy displeasure didst suffer the
life of our gracious Sovereign King Charles the First, to be (as on this day)
taken away by the hands of cruel and bloody men: We thy sinful creatures
here assembled before thee, do, in the behalf of all this Nation, which
brought down this heavy judgement upon us. But, O gracious, when thou
makest inquisition for blood, lay not the guilt of this innocent blood, (the
shedding whereof nothing but the blood of thy Son can expiate,) lay it not
to the charge of the people of this land; not let it ever be required of us, or
our posterity. Be merciful, O Lord, be merciful unto thy people, whom thou
hast redeemed; and be not angry with us for ever: But pardon us for thy
mercy's sake. through the merits of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

HOW DOES ANGLICANISM PRAY FOR
ANGLICAN ST.CHARLES I?
Here is another collect for the feast of Charles, King and Martyr:
O Almighty Lord God, who by thy wisdom not only guidest and orderest
all things most suitably to thine own justice; but also performest thy
pleasure in such a manner, that we cannot but acknowledge thee to be
righteous in all thy ways, and holy in all thy works: We thy sinful people
do here fall down before thee, confessing that thy judgements were
right, in permitting cruel men, sons of Belial, (as on this day,) to imbrue
their hands in the blood of thine Anointed; we having drawn down the
same upon ourselves, by the great and long provocations of our sins
against thee. For which we do therefore here humble ourselves before
thee; beseeching thee to deliver this Nation from blood-guiltiness, (that
of this day especially,) and to turn from us and our posterity all those
judgements, which we by our sins have worthily deserved: Grant this, for
the all-sufficient merits of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

HOW DOES ANGLICANISM PRAY FOR
ANGLICAN ST.CHARLES I?
Here is another collect for the feast of Charles, King and Martyr:
Blessed God, just and powerful, who didst permit thy dear Servant, our
dread Sovereign King Charles the First, to be (as upon this day) given
up to the violent outrages of wicked men, to be despitefully used, and
at the last murdered by them: Though we cannot reflect upon so foul
an act, but with horror and astonishment; yet do we most gratefully
commemorate the glories of the grace, which then sinned forth in thine
Anointed; whom thou wast pleased, even at the hour of death, to endue
with an eminent measure of exemplary patience, meekness, and
charity, before the face of his cruel enemies. And albeit thou didst
suffer them to proceed to such an height of violence, as to kill him, and
to take possession of his Throne; yet didst thou in great mercy preserve
his Son [King Charles II], whose right it was, and at length by a
wonderful providence bring him back, and set him thereon, to restore
thy true Religion, and to settle peace amongst us: For these thy great
mercies we glorify thy Name, through Jesus Christ our blessed
Saviour. Amen.

HOW DOES THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH DEFINE SAINTS?
“In the New Testament, the
word ‘saints’ is used to describe
the entire membership of the
Christian community,” explains
Holy Women, Holy Men (Church
Publishing, 2010). “From very
early times, however, the word
‘saint’ came to be applied
primarily to persons of heroic
sanctity.”

HOW DOES THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH DEFINE SAINTS?
In the proper prefaces for a saint the 1979 BCP explains that saints
have been chosen vessels of God’s grace and lights of the world in
their generations.
They have given us an example of righteousness and, in their eternal
joy, a glorious pledge of the hope of our calling.
The BCP says that God is greatly glorified in the assembly of his
saints, who praise him.

HOW DOES THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
RECOGNIZE SAINTHOOD?
When the Episcopal Church became
independent of the Church of England, it
created a new version of the Book of
Common Prayer. It listed only 25 holy days
assigned to a specific date, nearly all of
them honoring New Testament persons or
events. It added a feast to honor Civil and
Religious Liberty on 4 July.
This first American prayer book was
similar to the 16th-century prayer books
and in contrast to England's 1662 prayer
book in use at the time of the American
Revolution. That 1662 prayer book had 93
holy dates, including the feast of Charles,
King and Martyr and the feast of the
Restoration of his son, Charles II.

HOW DOES THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
RECOGNIZE SAINTHOOD?
Starting in 1950 the Episcopal Church’s
Standing Liturgical Commission released
sixteen Prayer Book Studies during the process
of creating what eventually became the 1979
Book of Common Prayer. Two of those studies
proposed new sanctoral kalendars for the
Church.

Prayer Book Study IX (published in 1957)
proposed more than 80 new feasts to the
liturgical kalendar, including new major feasts
for the Nativity of St.John the Baptist, St.Mary
Magdalene, and Holy Cross Day.
The modern Episcopal Church liturgical
kalendar found in the 1979 Book of Common
Prayer, Lesser Feasts and Fasts, and additions
made at recent General Conventions are the
only authorized Episcopal Church kalendars.

HOW DOES THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
RECOGNIZE SAINTHOOD?
The 1979 Book of Common Prayer changed Cranmer’s rule by adding
all sorts of people to the liturgical kalendar of saints. The Episcopal
Church eventually began publishing a list of feast days for the various
men and women the Church wishes to honor. It is updated every
three years when the General Convention can add more notable
people to the liturgical kalendar.

St.Gregory of Nyssa Episcopal Church’s Dancing Saints

DANCING SAINTS
AT ST.GREGORY
OF NYSSA
ranging from traditional figures
(like David, Teresa of Avila, and
Francis of Assisi) to unorthodox
and non-Christian people (like
Malcolm X, Anne Frank, and
Margaret Mead).

They represent musicians,
artists, mathematicians,
martyrs, scholars, mystics,
lovers, prophets, and sinners,
from many faiths and
backgrounds.

St Gregory of Nyssa Episcopal Church’s Dancing Saints on Southeast Wall
(L-to-R): Margaret Mead, Sadi (with tiger), W.Edwards Deming, Sergius, Bacchus, Jenny Read

HOW DOES THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
RECOGNIZE SAINTHOOD?
The first Lesser Feasts and Fasts kalendar given finally approval by a
General Covention was the 1980 edition. Its liturgical kalendar was
published in the Book of Common Prayer's list of optional
observances. Lesser Feasts and Fasts was revised every three years
when the General Convention met. Delegates to the convention
submit names to the kalendar in the form of resolutions. The
convention then votes to reject a proposed feast, refers it to the
Standing Commission on Liturgy to consider, adds it to the liturgical
kalendar on a trial basis, or gives it final approval. For example, the
General Convention asked the committee to consider a feast for
Hildegard of Bingen in 1991. It approved her feast on a trial basis in
1994 and gave it final approval in 1997.
In 2003, the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music began
extensive work on liturgical kalendar revision. It was charged with
increasing the cultural diversity of the Church's liturgical kalendar. At
the time, women made up about 7% of commemorations and most
dates honored white male clergy.

HOW DOES THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
RECOGNIZE SAINTHOOD?
In 2009, the General Convention authorized a new liturgical kalendar for
trial use, called Holy Women, Holy Men. The book had more than 100
additional commemorations to honor a variety of historical persons such
as poet Christina Rossetti, astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus, and the
Dorchester Chaplains. It increased the percentage of women but was less
racially diverse than past liturgical kalendars.
In 2018 the commission released a report saying the liturgical kalendar
had been thrown into a "situation of great confusion." It proposed a new
kalendar that updated Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2006, the last publication
that had met with final authorization. It increased the percentages of
women and laypersons to roughly 50%. The 2018 General Convention
then approved Lesser Feasts and Fasts for trial use.

The 2022 General Convention formally approved the 2018 version of
Lesser Feasts and Fasts, giving final authorization to the more than 90
feasts days that had been added to the Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 trial
use kalendar. This represented the largest number of additions to the
liturgical kalendar at a single General Convention since 1979.

WHO ARE “SAINTS”
IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH?

The liturgical kalendar in the beginning of the Book of
Common Prayer lists feast days and commemorations of saints and
heroes of the Church but only lists some as “saints”: Mary, Joseph,
Peter, Paul, Matthias, Bartholomew, Matthew, Michael, Luke, James,
Simon, Jude, Andrew, Thomas, Stephen, and John. These are New
Testament figures.
In keeping with English Reformation thinking, the kalendar
identifies all others only by titles such as priest, missionary, or
theologian. General Convention adds others to this list from time to
time.

WHO IS THE EPISCOPAL EQUIVALENT OF A SAINT?
A Great Cloud of Witnesses adds new people to the liturgical kalendar
on the basis of:
1.Historicity: exemplary witness to the Gospel.
2.Christian Discipleship: the ways particular Christians
lived out their promises of Baptism.
3.Significance: extraordinary servants of God and God’s
people whose creative work or life has glorified
God, enriched the Church’s life, or led others to a deeper
understanding of God.
4.Range of Inclusion: Episcopalians and other Anglican
Communion members of varied genders and races,
including lay people, and others who have had distinctive
influence upon the Church.
5.Local Observance: those already remembered within
the Church at local and regional levels.
6.Perspective: those who have wide-spread desire
expressed for them across the Church over a reasonable
period of time.

The first edition was authorized fifty years
ago to meet a need for commemorating
various saints and occasions not included
as major Holy Days in the Book of
Common Prayer.

This is the current volume of optional
commemorations of those who have
inspired and challenged us from the
New Testament times to the present. It
replaces Holy Women, Holy Men.

WHAT IS AN EPISCOPAL FEAST?
The Book of Common Prayer identifies four categories of feasts:
Principal Feasts, other Feasts of our Lord (including Sundays), other
Major Feasts, and minor feasts. Two major fast days are also listed
(Ash Wednesday and Good Friday).

WHO IS THE ANGLICAN EQUIVALENT OF A SAINT?
The ninth Lambeth Conference held in 1958 clarified the
commemoration of the Christian Church’s saints and
heroes in the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 79 stated:
In the case of scriptural saints, care should be taken to
commemorate men or women in terms which are in strict
accord with the facts made known in Holy Scripture.

In the case of other names, the Kalendar should be limited
to those whose historical character and devotion are
beyond doubt.
In the choice of new names economy should be observed
and controversial names should not be inserted until they
can be seen in the perspective of history.
The addition of a new name should normally result from a
widespread desire expressed in the region concerned over a
reasonable period of time.

WHAT IS THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS?

WHAT IS THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS?
All Christians are members of a worldwide community made up of
every family, language, people, and nation without regard to class,
race, or gender. All Christians, living and dead (the Church Militant
and the Church Triumphant), are bound to each other in the
Communion of Saints (Latin, communio sanctorum).
This is the spiritual union of Christians on earth and in heaven. They
are all part of a single "mystical body," with Christ as the head, in
which each member contributes to the good of all and shares in
the welfare of all.
St.Nicetas of Remesiana (c.335-414) made the earliest known use
of this term to refer to the belief in a mystical bond uniting both
the living and the dead.
The term has since then played a central role in formulations of the
Apostles' and Nicene Creeds.

THE Communion of Saints, sanctorum communio, is a phrase found in
the ancient baptismal confession of faith called the Apostles’ Creed.
We often use the Latin word communio to translate the Greek word
koinonia. English translations of koinonia in the New Testament often use the
word “fellowship.”
The Latin word sanctorum is somewhat ambiguous because it can refer
not only to holy persons, but to holy things.

WHAT IS THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS?
A bedrock passage about the company of the redeemed is Hebrews
11:1-12:2, which begins:
11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By
faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God,
so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.
4 By

faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain’s.
Through this he received approval as righteous, God himself giving
approval to his gifts; he died, but through his faith he still speaks. 5 By
faith Enoch was taken so that he did not experience death, and “he was
not found, because God had taken him.” For it was attested before he
was taken away that “he had pleased God.” 6 And without faith it is
impossible to please him, for whoever would approach God must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 7 By faith
Noah, warned by God about events as yet unseen, respected the
warning and built an ark to save his household; by this he condemned
the world and became an heir to the righteousness that is in accordance
with faith.

WHAT IS THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS?
Hebrews 11:1-12:2 ends:
39

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not
receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided something better
so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.
12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and
let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of[ the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and
has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

WHAT IS THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS?
Another bedrock passage about the company of the redeemed is
Revelation 7, which begins:
7 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth,
holding back the four winds of the earth so that no wind could blow on
earth or sea or against any tree. 2 I saw another angel ascending from
the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he called with
a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to damage
earth and sea, 3 saying, “Do not damage the earth or the sea or the
trees, until we have marked the servants of our God with a seal on
their foreheads.”
4

And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred
forty-four thousand, sealed out of every tribe of the people of Israel:

WHAT IS THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS?
Revelation 7 ends:
13 Then

one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed
in white, and where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you
are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who
have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15 For this reason they are before the throne of God
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16 They will hunger no more and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat,
17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

“FOR ALL THE SAINTS”

1. For all the saints, who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest—
Refrain: Alleluia, Alleluia!
2. Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their Might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light—
3. Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old,
And win with them the victor’s crown of gold—

“FOR ALL THE SAINTS” (Concluded)
4. And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong—
5. From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost—

The author is William Walsham How.

The tune, “Sine Nomine,” was composed by
Ralph Vaughan Williams for this text and first
published in the English Hymnal in 1906.

CANTICLE TE DEUM LAUDAMUS
Episcopalians pray that we all become saints:
We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. . . .
The glorious company of the apostles praise thee.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee.
The noble army of martyrs praise thee.
The holy Church throughout all the world
doth acknowledge thee,
the Father, of an infinite majesty,
thine adorable, true, and only Son,
also the Holy Ghost the Comforter. . . .
We believe that thou [Christ] shalt come to be our judge.
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants,
whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with thy saints,
in glory everlasting.

pp.52-53

WHAT IS A SAINT?
Saints are not “perfect” Christians, but
some aspect of God’s grace seems to
shine in their lives and was acclaimed
by
others.
We
commemorate
Patriarchs, Prophets, New Testaments
saints, martyrs like Perpetua, teachers
like Augustine, and mystics like Theresa
of Avila.
Today many Christian churches honor
and remember ordinary believers such
as deceased members of a local
congregation. They often read a
necrology at an All Saints’ Day service.

WHAT IS A SAINT?

WHAT IS A SAINT?
“All of the places of our lives are sanctuaries; some of them just
happen to have steeples. And all of the people in our lives are saints;
it is just that some of them have day jobs and most will never have
feast days named for them.” – Monsignor Robert Hugh Benson

WHAT IS A SAINT?

WHAT IS A SAINT?

WHAT IS A SAINT?

WHAT IS A SAINT?
“I am reminded of the biblical use of the term saint in the book of
Acts. That it applies to each of us. All who are attempting to
imitate the Christ in their lives merit the title of ‘saint.’ Some do it
more fully than others and are willing to let go of more to get the
job done.” – Matthew Fox

WHAT IS A SAINT?
“Keep in mind that our community is not composed of those who
are already saints, but of those who are trying to become saints.
Therefore let us be extremely patient with each other’s faults and
failures.” – Mother Teresa

WHAT IS A SAINT?

The
End

