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1979 COLLECT
FOR ST.MARY MAGDALENE
22 July
Almighty God,
whose blessed Son restored Mary Magdalene
to health of body and mind,
and called her to be a witness of
his resurrection:
Mercifully grant that by thy grace
we may be healed of all our infirmities
and know thee
in the power of his endless life;
who with thee and the Holy Spirit
liveth and reigneth,
one God,
now and for ever.
Amen

Mary Magdalene,
by Frederick Sandys,
1858-60,
shown holding an alabaster
ointment cup,
a traditional attribute
that associates her with
the anonymous sinful woman
who anointed Jesus' feet

1549 COLLECT
FOR ST.MARY MAGDALENE
22 July
Merciful father
geue us grace,
that we neuer presume to synne
through the example of anye creature,
but if it shall chaunce vs at any tyme to offende thy dyuine maiestie:
that then we maye truly repent,
and lament the same,
after the example of Mary Magdalene,
and by lyuelye faythe obtayne remission of all oure sinnes:
throughe the onely merites of thy sonne oure sauiour Christ.
Amen
This collect was written for the first BCP. The 1552 edition omitted the
feast of ST.MARY MAGDALENE, which was restored in the 1979 Book of
Common Prayer after some 400 years absence.

Magdalene with the Smoking Flame,
c.1625-50,
by Georges de La Tour

WHO WAS ST.MARY MAGDALENE?
ST.MARY MAGDALENE, sometimes called Mary of
Magdala, or simply the Magdalene or
the Madeleine, was a woman who traveled with
Jesus as one of His followers and witnessed His
Crucifixion and Resurrection.
Her surname Magdalene may mean that she
came from Magdala, a fishing town on the
western shore of the Sea of Galilee in Roman
Judea. Magdalene may be an honorific from the
Hebrew and Aramaic roots for "tower" or
"magnified," meaning "tower of faith" or "Mary
the magnified," just as the Apostle Peter was
given the epithet "rock."

Since she was the first to witness the resurrected
Christ, ST.MARY MAGDALENE has been called
“equal to the Apostles.” St.Bernard of Clairvaux
(1090-1153) called her the “apostle to the
Apostles.”

Icon of ST.MARY MAGDALENE
as "myrrhbearer,"
14th-17th century

WHO WAS ST.MARY MAGDALENE?
ST.MARY MAGDALENE is considered
to be the patron saint of
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

apothecaries and pharmacists
contemplative life
converts
glove makers
hairdressers
Order of Preachers
perfumeries
people ridiculed for their piety
penitent sinners
tanners
sexual temptation
women

Mary Magdalene,
c.1524,
by Andrea Solario,
showing her as a myrrhbearer

WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY SOURCES ABOUT ST.MARY MAGDALENE?
The earliest and most reliable sources
about ST.MARY MAGDALENE are the
three Synoptic Gospels. Although
St.Mark’s Gospel, reputed by scholars to
be the earliest surviving gospel, does not
mention ST.MARY MAGDALENE until
Jesus’ crucifixion, St.Luke’s Gospel (8:13) provides a brief summary of her role
during His ministry:
8 Soon afterward he went on through one
town and village after another,
proclaiming and bringing the good news
of the kingdom of God. The twelve were
with him, 2 as well as some women who
had been cured of evil spirits and
infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from
whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and
Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward
Chuza, and Susanna, and many others,
who ministered to them out of their own
resources.

ST.MARY MAGDALENE, c.1350,
by the Master of the
Palazzo Venezia Madonna

WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY SOURCES ABOUT ST.MARY MAGDALENE?
This cleansing from demons
probably implies that Jesus cured
ST.MARY MAGDALENE of a
physical disorder rather than the
popular notion that He freed her
of evil spirits.
She is mentioned by name
twelve times in the canonical
gospels, more than most of the
Apostles and more than any
other woman in the gospels,
other than Jesus' family. She is
not mentioned in any of the
Epistles.

ST.MARY MAGDALENE,
c.1320,
by Ugolino di Nerio

WHAT DID THE EARLY CHURCH SAY
ABOUT ST.MARY MAGDALENE?
Most of the earliest Church Fathers do not mention ST.MARY
MAGDALENE at all, and those that do mention her usually only discuss
her very briefly.

In his anti-Christian polemic The True Word, written between 170 and
180, the pagan philosopher Celsus declared that she was nothing more
than
a hysterical female... who either dreamt in a certain state of mind and
through wishful thinking had a hallucination due to some mistaken notion
(an experience which has happened to thousands), or, which is more likely,
wanted to impress others by telling this fantastic tale, and so by this cockand-bull story to provide a chance for other beggars.

The Church Father Origen (c.184-c.253) defended Christianity against this
accusation in his apologetic treatise Against Celsus, mentioning Matthew
28:1, which lists ST.MARY MAGDALENE and "the other Mary" both
seeing the resurrected Jesus, thus providing a second witness. Origen
also preserves a statement from Celsus that some Christians in his day
followed the teachings of a woman named "Mariamme,“ who is almost
certainly ST.MARY MAGDALENE.

HAD ST.MARY MAGNALENE BEEN A PROSTITUTE?
ST.MARY MAGDALENE has the
reputation
in
Western
Christianity as being a repentant
prostitute or loose woman;
however, these statements are not
supported by the canonical gospels,
which at no point imply that she
had ever been a prostitute or in any
way notable for a sinful way of life.
The painting to the right shows a
very different image of ST.MARY
MAGDALENE as a woman who
repents of nothing and feels no
shame or guilt.

Mary Magdalene, c.1515,
attributed to Leonardo da Vinci’s
student Giampietrino

HAD ST.MARY MAGNALENE BEEN A PROSTITUTE?
The misconception of ST.MARY MAGDALENE likely
arose due to a conflation between her, St.Mary of
Bethany (sister of St.Martha and Lazarus) who
anointed Jesus' feet in John 11:1-12, and the
unnamed "sinful woman" who anointed Jesus' feet in
Luke 7:36-50.
The notion of her being a former prostitute or loose
woman dates to a narrative Gregory the Great made
in an influential papal homily around 591, in which
he not only identifies her with St.Mary of Bethany
and with the anonymous sinner with the perfume in
St.Luke's Gospel, but also, for the first time, explicitly
identifies her sins as ones of a sexual nature. In his
interpretation, the seven demons that Jesus expelled
from ST.MARY MAGDALENE are transformed into
the standard Seven Deadly Sins of medieval
Catholicism, leading her to be condemned not only
for lust, but for pride and covetousness as well.

ST.MARY MAGDALENE,
c.1491-94, by Carlo Crivelli

HAD ST.MARY MAGNALENE BEEN A PROSTITUTE?
In this classic painting showing a scene that is not in the Bible
Martha takes her sister Mary, who is conflated with ST.MARY
MAGDALENE, to the Temple to hear Jesus preach. Overcome, Mary
blushes and sinks to her knees, converted by her encounter with
Christ to a life of piety. The jewelry slipping from her neck suggests a
rejection of worldly things.

The Conversion of
Mary Magdalene,
c.1548,
by Paolo Veronese

HAD ST.MARY MAGNALENE BEEN A PROSTITUTE?

The Penitent Magdalene,
c.1650-60,
by Nicolas Régnier

The Penitent ST.MARY MAGDALENE,
1722-24
by Victor Honoré Janssens

HAD ST.MARY MAGNALENE BEEN A PROSTITUTE?
Penitent Magdalene,
1531,
by Titian

Penitent
Magdalene,
1565,

HAD ST.MARY MAGNALENE BEEN A PROSTITUTE?

Penitent Magdalene,
1893,
by Adolfo Tommasi

Conversione della Maddalena
(Maria Maddalena penitente),
1615-16,by Artemisia Gentileschi

HAD ST.MARY MAGNALENE BEEN A PROSTITUTE?

The Penitent Magdalene,
c.1685-90,
by Carlo Cignani

WHAT WAS ST.MARY MAGDALENE’S
PRE-CRUCIFIXION ROLE?
ST.MARY MAGDALENE was
one of the women who
traveled with Jesus as one of
His followers. Because she is
listed as one of the women
who were supporting Jesus'
ministry financially, she must
have
been
relatively
wealthy. These women were
vital to Jesus' ministry and the
fact that she always appears
first, whenever she is listed in
the Synoptic Gospels as a
member of a group of
women, indicates that she
was seen as the most
important out of all of them.

WHAT WAS ST.MARY MAGDALENE’S GOOD FRIDAY ROLE?
ST.MARY
MAGDALENE
was a witness to the
Crucifixion.
All
four
canonical gospels agree
that she, along with
several other women,
watched Jesus' crucifixion
from a distance. For
artistic reasons she is
often shown at the foot
of the Cross, as in this
modern
Japanese
woodcut.

The Crucifixion
[with women at the cross],
1992,
by Sadao Watanabe

WHAT WAS ST.MARY MAGDALENE’S GOOD FRIDAY ROLE?
ST.MARY MAGDALENE is shown at
the foot of the Cross in the center
panel of this relatively small Flemish
triptych.

The Crucifixion with Mary Magdalen
at the Foot of the Cross,
c.1495-1505,
by the Bruges School

WHAT WAS ST.MARY MAGDALENE’S GOOD FRIDAY ROLE?
Mark 15:47 lists ST.MARY
MAGDALENE and Mary, the
mother
of
Jesus,
as
witnesses to the burial of
Jesus. Matthew 27:61 lists
ST.MARY MAGDALENE and
"the other Mary" as
witnesses.
Luke
23:55
mentions the women who
had followed Him from
Galilee, but does not list any
of their names.
Raphael shows a distressed,
reddish-blond-haired
ST.MARY
MAGDALENE
dressed in fine clothes
clutching the hand of Jesus’
body as it is carried to the
tomb.

The Deposition,
1507,
by Raphael

WHAT WAS ST.MARY MAGDALENE’S EASTER ROLE?
All four canonical
gospels, as well as the
apocryphal Gospel of
Peter, agreed that
ST.MARY
MAGDALENE, either
alone or as a member
of a group, was the
first
person
to
discover that Jesus'
tomb was empty.
She was the first
witness to the Risen
Christ, who told her to
announce
the
Resurrection to His
disciples.

Holy Women at Christ's Tomb,
c.1590s,
by Annibale Carracci .

WHAT WAS ST.MARY MAGDALENE’S EASTER ROLE?

This large fresco from the nave of the Syrian Dura-Europos church,
the earliest-identified house church, dates to c.240 and contains the
oldest surviving depiction of ST.MARY MAGDALENE. She is shown
alongside two other women (the third now almost completely
missing due to extensive damage), each holding a lit torch and a
bowl of myrrh, as they approach Jesus’ tomb, which is still sealed.

Appearance of Jesus Christ to MARIA MAGDALENA,1835, by Alexander Andreyevich Ivanov.
In John 20:1-13, she sees the risen Jesus alone and He tells her
"Don't touch me [Noli Me Tangere in Latin], for I have not yet ascended to my father.”

Resurrection Morning,
1975,
by Sadao Watanabe,
showing ST.MARY MAGDALENE
kneeling in worship
when she realizes that she
has seen the Risen Christ.
Jesus, dressed in a long kimono,
holds a flag of victory
that has come to represent
the Resurrection.

Noli me tangere,
c.1304-06, by Giotto

Noli me tangere,
c.1370-75
by Jacopo di Cione

Noli me tangere,
c.1460-1500,
by Andrea Mantegna

Noli Me Tangere,
c.1525,
by Antonio Allegri da Correggio

Noli Me Tangere,
c.1514,
by Titian

Noli Me Tangere, c.1526-28, by Hans Holbein the Younger

Christ Appearing to Mary Magdalen
(Noli Me Tangere),
1961,
by Graham Vivian Sutherland

WHAT WAS ST.MARY MAGDALENE’S EASTER ROLE?
The story of ST.MARY MAGDALENE discovering the empty tomb is
independently attested in the Synoptics, the Fourth Gospel, and the
non-canonical Gospel of Peter.

Bart D. Ehrman, in his 2006 Peter, Paul and Mary Magdalene: The
Followers of Jesus in History and Legend, states that "it appears
virtually certain" that the stories of the empty tomb, regardless of
whether or not they are accurate, can definitely be traced back to
the historical ST.MARY MAGDALENE, because in Jewish society,
women were regarded as unreliable witnesses and were forbidden
from giving testimony in court, so early Christians would have had
no motive to make up a story about a woman being the first to
discover the empty tomb. If they had made the story up, they would
probably have made Peter, Jesus' closest disciple while he was alive,
the discoverer of the empty tomb instead.
The New Testament scholar and Anglican bishop N. T. Wright states
that "it is, frankly, impossible to imagine that [the women at the
tomb] were inserted into the tradition after Paul's day."

WHAT WAS ST.MARY MAGDALENE’S
POST-PENTECOST ROLE?
In the Greek Orthodox tradition, dyed red eggs have
marked the occasion of the Resurrection since
ST.MARY MAGDALENE went to visit the tomb of
Jesus and discovered that He was no longer there
and her snack basket of eggs turned bright red.
Another Eastern Orthodox tradition says that after
Pentecost ST.MARY MAGDALENE journeyed to
Rome where she was admitted to Tiberius Caesar’s
court because of her high social standing. After
describing how poorly Pilate had administered
justice at Jesus’ trial, she told Caesar that Jesus had
risen from the dead. To help explain His resurrection
she picked up an egg from the dinner table. Caesar
responded that a human being could no more rise
from the dead than the egg in her hand turn red.
The egg turned blood red immediately. Her ministry
prospered and colored eggs thereafter became a
part of Easter celebrations.

WHAT WAS ST.MARY MAGDALENE’S
POST-PENTECOST ROLE?
The history of transforming eggs into brightly colored gems did not
begin with ST.MARY MAGDALENE. Decorating eggs dates back at least
some 2,500 years. The Trypillian culture that lived in Central Europe
from 4,500 BC to 3,000 BC dyed eggs. The custom probably took hold
when the ancient Persians, or Zoroastrians, painted eggs for Nowruz,
the Persian New Year. That custom still continues today among some
Persian families.

Early Christians in Mesopotamia dyed eggs red to mimic the blood that
Christ shed during his crucifixion..
In 13th-century England, Edward I ordered 450 eggs to be colored and
decorated with gold-leaf to be presented as Easter gifts to the royal
household.

WHAT WAS ST.MARY MAGDALENE’S LEGENDARY END?
According to Eastern tradition, ST.MARY MAGDALENE accompanied
St.John the Evangelist to Ephesus (near modern Selçuk, Turkey),
where she died and was buried. Medieval legend relates that she
was John’s wife.
French tradition claims that she, along with Lazarus and Martha
(and maybe a child fathered by Jesus) and a certain Maximinus fled
the Holy Land by a miraculous boat with neither rudder nor sail and
landed at Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer, in the Camargue in the south
of France near Arles. Maximinus would be venerated as St.Maximin.
After landing in the Camargue, she came to Marseille and converted
the local people.

Later in life, she retired to a cave in the Sainte-Baume mountains
and then was buried in Saint-Maximin.

WHAT WAS ST.MARY MAGDALENE’S LEGENDARY END?
In 1279 there was discovered beneath a small church of St. Maximin old
tombs along with a surprising sarcophagus made of marble that was
proclaimed to be Mary Magdalene’s. The powerful Charles II of Anjou, King
of Naples, assiduously cultivated a cult encouraging pilgrimages and in
1295 founded the massive Gothic Basilique Ste. Marie-Madeleine, also
known as the Vézelay Abbey. This basilica had the blessing of Boniface VIII,
who placed it under the new teaching order of Dominicans.
There, the supposed relics of ST.MARY MAGDALENE are still on display. The
skull, now complete with a mandible thanks to Pope Boniface VIII, are
displayed behind glass in a reliquary of golden, flowing locks of hair.

Stat of Saint Mary Magdalene
Statue of Saint Mary Magdalene
in the Basilica of Mary Magdalene at Saint-Maximin-la-Sainte-Baume, in Provence, France,
which supposedly contains the chief relics of Mary Magdalene, including her tomb and skull.

WHAT IS THE TRADITION OF ST.MARY MAGDALENE
BEING RAISED UP BY ANGELS?
The tradition of ST.MARY MAGDALENE being raised up by angels began
with a monk who was living in a cave close to La Sainte-Baume. He
supposedly saw a woman being carried with regularity by angels and also
heard their beautiful singing. He prayed to God to understand what he
had witnessed and one day the woman spoke to him. She asked him if he
knew of the Mary Magdalene who accompanied Jesus during his travels.
When he replied “yes,” she explained that she was that person and that
she had been living in that cave for the last thirty years, and each day had
been lifted her up by angels to heaven, where she saw a vision of the
celestial bliss prepared for the repentant sinner, received nourishment,
and then was carried back.

She then asked the monk to go down the mountain to the church in
Tégulata where Bishop Maximin was and tell him that soon she would be
coming to him because she was at the end of her life. The monk did as
she requested and the news of her coming to see Maximin pleased him
very much. ST.MARY MAGDALENE later appeared with angels in Bishop
Maximin’s oratory where he gave her viaticum (food for the journey), and
then she died in his arms.

The Ecstasy of ST.MARY MAGDALENE,
c.1500-20,
by Lo Spagna

Mary Magdalene Carried by Angels
First half of 17th century
by Simon Vouet

WHAT IS ST.MARY MAGDALENE’S PLACE IN CLASSICAL ART?
ST.MARY MAGDALENE has been an incredibly popular subject in
western art. She is perhaps one of the most varied of all the figures
mentioned in the Gospels, with tales both in the Bible and many
legends that have grown outside of the sanctioned religious texts.
Across the centuries she has been venerated as a saint, condemned
as a sinner, labelled a prostitute, and even reimagined as Jesus'
wife. She may be shown either as very extravagantly and
fashionably dressed, unlike other female figures wearing
contemporary styles of clothes, or alternatively as almost naked but
covered by very long blonde or reddish-blonde hair.
ST.MARY MAGDALENE occupied a privileged position in religious
art, second only to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Her popularity can be
attributed to her relativity as a woman who fell into sin but was able
to redeem herself and gain Jesus’ favor. Her journey let common
people know that even the worst sinners can find a way out. She is
represented as a sinner, a reformed prostitute, a miracle worker, a
penitent. She is shown in Christ’s Passion and Resurrection’s scenes,
and as a saint.

The Magdalen Reading,
before 1438,
by Rogier van der Weyden

Magdalen Reading,
c.1500-20,
by a follower of Piero di Cosimo

The Magdalen,
c.1518-19,
by Correggio

The Magdalen Weeping,
c.1525,
by the Master of the Magdalen Legend

The Magdalen,
early 16th century,
by a follower of Jan Gossaert

The Magdalen,
c.1510,
by the studio of the Master
of the Magdalen Legend

MARY MAGDALENE,
c.1730,
by Francesco Trevisani

ST.MARY MAGDALENE,
c.1890,
by a Russian iconographer

WHAT IS THE CURRENT INTEREST
IN ST.MARY MAGDALENE?
Dan Brown’s 2003 bestselling
mystery thriller novel The Da
Vinci Code and the 2006 film
popularized a number of nonBiblical ideas about ST.MARY
MAGDALENE, including that she
was a member of the tribe of
Benjamin, that she was Jesus’
wife, that she was pregnant at
the Crucifixion, and that she
gave birth to Jesus' child, who
became the founder of a
bloodline that survives to this
very day. There is no historical
evidence to support these
statements.

WHAT IS THE CURRENT INTEREST
IN ST.MARY MAGDALENE?
Brown’s Da Vinci Code also
suggests that the figure of the
"beloved disciple" to Jesus' right
in Leonardo da Vinci's The Last
Supper is ST.MARY MAGDALENE
disguised as one of the male
disciples. Art historians maintain
that the figure is, in reality, the
Apostle John, who only appears
feminine due to Leonardo's
characteristic fascination with
blurring the lines between the
sexes. Numerous works were
written in response to the
historical inaccuracies in The Da
Vinci Code, but the novel still
exerted massive influence on
how members of the general
public viewed Mary Magdalene.

Martin Luther, whose views
on sexuality were much
more liberal than those of
his
fellow
Reformers,
reportedly once joked to a
group of friends that "even
pious Christ himself" had
committed adultery three
times: once with St.Mary
Magdalene, once with the
Samaritan woman at the
well, and once with the
adulteress he had let off so
easily.

