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COLLECT FOR JACKSON KEMPER,
FIRST MISSIONARY BISHOP IN THE UNITED STATES
(24 MAY)
O God,
who didst send thy son Jesus Christ
to preach peace to those who are far off
and to those who are near,
grant that we,
like thy servant Jackson Kemper,
may proclaim the Gospel in our own day,
with courage, vision, and perseverance;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
who with thee and the Holy Ghost
liveth and reigneth,
now and for ever.
Amen.

KEMPER’S IMPORTANCE
Jackson Kemper (1789-1870) was
the Episcopal Church’s first
missionary bishop. No other
individual is more responsible for
planting the Episcopal Church in
the upper Midwest than he.
This 31st Episcopal bishop
is known for his work with Native
American peoples and for
founding parishes in the "Old
Northwest" (in Indiana, Missouri,
Wisconsin,
Minnesota,
and
Nebraska).
Rt. Rev. Jackson Kemper
photographed by the
renown Civil War
photographer
Mathew Brady, 1860s.

BISHOP KEMPER’S MISSIONARY FIELD
Bishop Kemper was
active in a large part
of
the
American
frontier north of the
Ohio River.

BISHOP KEMPER’S MISSIONARY FIELD
Bishop Kemper was active
in what became one of nine
internal provinces of the
Episcopal Church, Province
5 (V) or the Province of the
Midwest.
It consists
of fifteen dioceses, many
of them founded by
Kemper.

KEMPER’S EARLY YEARS IN NEW YORK
Jackson Kemper was born in an
inn in the Hudson River Valley on
Christmas Eve, 1789. His family
returned to New York City after a
smallpox epidemic subsided.
An early picture
of the
Rt. Rev.
John Henry
Hobart

At the age of fifteen he entered
Columbia College, where he
studied theology under Dr. Henry
Hobart, then Trinity Church’s
assistant minister and eventual
bishop of New York.
He was graduated in 1809 as his
class’s valedictorian and then
continued to study theology
under Bishop Benjamin Moore
and Dr. Hobart in New York.

Rt. Rev.
Benjamin Moore

KEMPER’S EARLY CAREER IN PHILADELPHIA
At the age of 21 Kemper moved to
Philadelphia where he was ordained a
deacon of the Episcopal Church in 1811 by
the bishop of Pennsylvania, the Rt.Rev.
William White, and then a priest in 1814.

He spent the next twenty years at
parishes in Philadelphia and Norwalk,
Connecticut.
Deacon
Jackson
Kemper

Rt.Rev.
William White

In Philadelphia he assisted Bishop White
in the United Parishes of Christ Church, St.
Peter's, and St. James'. In his first two
years, Christ Church’s communicant list
increased from 200 to over 300. His first
confirmation
class
in
St.
James's Church in 1813 had the
extraordinary number of 181.

KEMPER’S EARLY CAREER IN CONNECTICUT
In May of 1816 Kemper married Jerusha Lyman, who died in
1818. In 1821 he married Ann Relf.
He was concerned for his family's health during the hot,
epidemic-prone Philadelphia summers. His second wife wanted
to move to a country parsonage. In addition he became
unhappy with the atmosphere in the Diocese of Pennsylvania.
Jerusha Lyman
Kemper

Therefore, in 1831, he accepted an opening at St. Paul's Church
in Norwalk, Connecticut where his wife died in 1832 and was
buried in its cemetery.
During the four years that he was rector there, the
communicant list almost doubled, and he was influential in
starting several missions from there.

Ann Relf Kemper

KEMPER’S EARLY INTEREST IN THE WEST
Kemper’s missionary activity began close to home, in
Pennsylvania. He was active in the formation of the Society
of the Protestant Episcopal Church for the Advancement of
Christianity in Pennsylvania in 1812, and was appointed its
first missionary.
In 1812, while he was still a deacon, he convinced Bishop
White to leave civilized Philadelphia to visit the western
portion of his diocese and then accompanied him on this
journey. He founded what became St. Matthew's Episcopal
Church in Wheeling, in what is now West Virginia, and
became the first Episcopal clergyman to preach west of the
Allegheny mountains. In 1813, 1814, 1819, and 1820, he
made further missionary trips beyond the Allegheny
Mountains in Western Pennsylvania and Virginia and helped
establish the first Episcopal church in Ohio.
Ohio became a state in 1803 and enough Episcopal believers
had settled in Ohio to form their own diocese by 1817. (The
state now supports two dioceses, Ohio and Southern Ohio.)

KEMPER’S EARLY INTEREST IN THE WEST
In 1834 Kemper made his first journey to the Northwest. With the
Rev. James Milnor, a former congressman, he was sent by the
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society to Green Bay (still in the
Michigan Territory until 1836) to arbitrate trouble there
at an Indian mission.

THE 19TH-CENTURY EPISCOPAL CHURCH’S INTEREST
IN THE FRONTIER
The obvious opportunities and Kemper’s incessant reports stirred
enough churches so that in 1821 a special Episcopal Church General
Convention established the Domestic and Foreign Missionary
Society (DFMS). It became the corporate and legal entity of the
national Episcopal Church.
He was one of the society’s original patrons and traveled widely to
visit and evaluate missionary efforts.

In 1835 the General Convention created the office of Missionary
Bishop, a senior ordained clergyman sent to build the Episcopal
Church's work on the western frontier. The 1835 convention elected
missionary bishops for the Old Northwest and Old Southwest. The
Old Southwest was not managed as well as the Old Northwest.
Kemper was elected unanimously as the first missionary bishop for
Indiana and Missouri. His jurisdiction grew to include Wisconsin,
Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, and Nebraska.

KEMPER’S CONSECRATION AS BISHOP
Hearing of the appointment, Kemper wrote
to a friend on 12 September 1835:
My own appointment filled me with
astonishment, for it was entirely
unexpected. How could I refuse a station of
so much toil and danger without being
stigmatized as a coward--perhaps a traitor
to that cause to which I have committed my
life? I hope I am not deceived. I have
reflected deeply and calmly upon the
subject and I think the path of duty is plain
before me.

On 25 September 1835 Bishop William
White, Bishop George Washington Doane of
New Jersey (who preached the sermon),
and several other bishops consecrated the
rather slight, town-bred Kemper, now 45
years old, as the first missionary bishop for
work on the American frontier in an historic
service at Philadelphia’s St.Peter's Church.

BISHOP DOANE’S SERMON
Bishop Doane’s sermon laid out the
scriptural warrant for this “new office in this
church”:
a Bishop sent forth for the Church, not
sought for of the Church—going before, to
organize the Church, not waiting till the
Church has partially been organized—a
leader, not a follower, in the march of the
Redeemer’s conquering and triumphant
Gospel.
You are to go out, in the Saviour’s name,
the first missionary bishop of this church.
Going with the office, go in the spirit, of an
apostle! … Fear not, dear brother, though
the fainting flesh and sinking spirit
admonish you how frail the earthen vessel
is in which you bear this precious burden.
The God you serve is greater than your
heart; and, like the Apostle Paul, with Christ
to strengthen you, you can do all things.

BISHOP KEMPER’S TRAVELS
Soon after being consecrated, Bishop Kemper packed up his Bible,
his prayer book, vestments, chalice and paten, and personal items in
his saddlebags, saddled his horse, left his three children in
Connecticut with his mother-in-law, and set out for Indiana and
Missouri.

His apostolic ministry was strongly marked by the spirit of sacrifice,
earnest preaching, and prodigious travel. Through constant travels
he laid the Episcopal Church’s foundations in Missouri, Indiana, Iowa,
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Kansas.
His only “advantage” as it were, was he had a horse.

BISHOP KEMPER’S TRAVELS
Bishop Kemper began with only two congregations: one in Indianapolis
with a minister and no church building, and one in St. Louis with a
building and no priest.

What this cost him in his personal life is indicated by painful lines in his
journal:
It is now 4 weeks since I left my own dear home & precious children. About
this time I expected to be there again, & here I am at the farthest distance
from Norwalk, with no prospect for more than a fortnight yet of returning!
God's will be done.

He took charge of the St.Louis congregation and soon headed off to
preach and organize congregations in other parts of his seemingly
unbounded missionary district. By his second autumn in the field, he was
leading services at Fort Leavenworth in what is now Kansas, on the very
edge of the frontier.
He traveled 10,000 miles or more each year.

BISHOP KEMPER’S TRAVELS
Bishop Kemper wrote extensively about his travels in a series of
journals and in many letters to family members and associates back
East. He vividly recalled travel from the shores of Lake Superior to
the Gulf of Mexico by stagecoach, steamboat, horseback, and on
foot.
He slept in the open, in crowded rooms in taverns, on the hard floor
of a remote, bug-infested hunter’s cabin, or in an Indian wigwam. He
ate corn pone and salt pork suppers spread by simple “church
people” at their rough-hewn hearths.
His mode for planting a church remained essentially the same
throughout his ministry. He would arrive in a town, inquire about the
whereabouts of local Episcopalians, if any, meet with them
informally and quietly, and then hold services in some public place,
such as the courthouse or a borrowed church.

If he perceived enough interest, he marked it as a suitable place for
sending a future missionary.

BISHOP KEMPER’S TRAVELS
Bishop Kemper led the first services in Omaha, Nebraska, when it
was still a “canvas city,” all tents and booths. He wrote excitedly of
the prospects for the first church in “Milwalky, Ouisconsin,” and
administered confirmation in a log cabin in Council City, Kansas—
without Communion, as there was no wine to be had in the town.
In one instance, he traveled for four days in order to confirm a young
person in northern Wisconsin.

BISHOP KEMPER’S WORK WITH LAY LEADERS
Though rarely recognized at the time, apostolic ministry was also strongly
marked by the task of equipping the saints for ministry as it was by
prodigious travel, earnest preaching, and the spirit of sacrifice. It is no
accident that St. Paul lists so many fellow-workers in the closing chapters of
his epistles.
Several years into his episcopate, Bishop Kemper made it his rule to spend a
full week visiting from house to house when he made a visitation. He wanted
to know more deeply the people God was raising up to serve alongside him
in the mission field.
Some he marked out for seminary, others for congregational leadership.
He encouraged his priests to do the same, visiting not just their own
communicants but venturing out regularly to neighboring settlements to
establish preaching stations that might eventually grow into full-fledged
congregations.

BISHOP KEMPER’S WORK WITH LAY LEADERS
Bishop Kemper relied on nurturing and empowering gifted lay leaders to
fulfill his vocation of witnessing to Christ and sharing the gospel with those
who do not yet believe. Thriving lay leadership was absolutely essential, and
so he worried that a “settled ministry” on the Eastern model might well bank
the fire of mission. Nearly all the congregations in his dioceses had clergy
serving multiple posts, or operating schools alongside a primary parish.
He writes appreciatively about General Albert Ellis, a land agent who
singlehandedly organized the congregation at Stevens Point, Wisconsin;
about small groups of Episcopal families from Ohio who settled together in
Iowa to form the nucleus of new congregations; about the ladies of the thenbooming river port of Weston, Missouri, who paid for the building of their
church with “ice cream parties.”

At so many points on his journeys, he writes about faithful Sunday School
organizers, generous land donors (including future president William Henry
Harrison), and the church people who kept the lamp of faith burning within
their own families by reading out the offices and a sermon on Sundays and
teaching their children the catechism.

BISHOP KEMPER’S EPISCOPACY
Bishop Kemper invented a new
model of episcopacy, one that
had never been practiced by an
Anglican/Episcopalian bishop
anywhere before.
By his labors and sufferings, he
hoped to reveal apostolic
succession as a living reality,
not just a theory of origins. The
Anglican John Henry Newman
took particular notice of the
possibility in a long 1839
essay on the “full and
unreserved development of
the apostolical principle” on
the American frontier.
Bishop Kemper in the 1860s

BISHOP KEMPER’S EPISCOPACY
The Oxford Movement’s watchword,
“magnify your office,” spoke deeply to
Bishop Kemper, and his aim was, in
part, to vindicate the truth of
Anglicanism’s Catholic inheritance.
He was a high churchman, by the
marks of his age, a pupil of John Henry
Hobart. He believed firmly in the divine
origin of the sacred ministry, the value
of reverent worship, and the centrality
of the sacraments.
He was patient about Methodists but
had few kind words for the
freewheeling, unlettered revivalism of
the frontier, and detested Mormonism
altogether.

BISHOP KEMPER’S WORK WITH NATIVE AMERICANS
For Bishop Kemper to “make disciples of all nations” meant ministering to
Native American as well as whites, encouraging translating the Bible into
native languages such as Oneida, and ministering to their physical needs.

He established the Episcopal Church’s first permanent mission work among
native Americans, laying the cornerstone for the initial church in the Oneida
settlement at Duck Creek, Wisconsin. They were an indigenous Iroquoianspeaking nation that arose in present-day central-western New York and
relocated in the 1820s and 1830s to Wisconsin. This was the oldest Protestant
mission and house of worship in the upper Midwest. His laying of the
cornerstone for the 2nd, larger church in 1838 was his first official act in
Wisconsin. His consecration of that building in 1839 made it the first
consecrated non-Roman Catholic church building in what would become
Wisconsin.
He pressed for further work with Native Americans. He later confirmed five
people of the Ojibwe nation, among them John Anmegahbowk Johnson, now
commemorated on 12 June in the Episcopal Church's liturgical calendar as
Enmegahbowh, the first Native American Episcopal priest.

KEMPER’S RESIDENCE
For the first 11 years of his ministry, Bishop Kemper did not have a
permanent residence. He originally had his headquarters in St.Louis
in rented lodgings because he was so often on the road. He made his
first episcopal visit to Wisconsin in in 1838 and finally moved in 1844
to property that he bought in Waukesha County about halfway
between Delafield, a Milwaukee suburb, and Nashotah.
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KEMPER’S CONNECTION WITH RACINE COLLEGE
Having found that clergy who had lived all their lives in the settled
East were slow to respond to his call to join him on the frontier,
Bishop Kemper was determined to recruit priests from among men in
the West who were already accustomed to the hardships of the
frontier.
In hopes that clergy for the Western mission could be trained locally,
he tried in 1835 to establish Kemper College in St. Louis, Missouri, for
that purpose. When it failed, he tried again successfully with Racine
College and Nashotah House.
Racine College was an Episcopal
preparatory school and college in
Racine, Wisconsin that operated
between 1852 and 1933. It was
founded by Episcopal clergymen
including Bishop Kemper who
served on the first board. It is
now the DeKoven Center.

KEMPER’S CONNECTION WITH NASHOTAH HOUSE
Bishop Kemper visited General Theological Seminary in 1840 and inspired
James Lloyd Breck, William Adams, and John Henry Hobart, Jr., to offer
themselves for missionary work in the West. in 1842 these new deacons went
to Wisconsin and founded Nashotah House from which to evangelize the
surrounding region and prepare candidates for holy orders.
This heir of the Oxford Movement still exists to form persons for ministry in
the Catholic Tradition, for the Episcopal Church, Churches in the Anglican
Tradition, the wider Anglican Communion, and its ecumenical partners.

Chapel of St.Mary the Virgin
at Nashotah House

KEMPER’S LAST YEARS
From 1847 until 1854, Kemper
served as Provisional Bishop of
the newly formed Diocese of
Wisconsin, and then served as its
diocesan bishop from 1854 until
his death in 1870 at the age of
80.
His last words to David Keene
(who preached his funeral) were:
I hope I have been faithful;
I hope I have kept the faith.

Kemper in old age

KEMPER’S BURIAL
Six bishops, 70 priests, and more than 2,000 people were at Bishop
Kemper’s funeral service when he was buried in the cemetery at
Nashotah.

Kemper's tomb
at Nashotah House

BISHOP KEMPER’S LEGACY
Bishop Kemper left behind a truly
remarkable legacy.
His vision of apostolic ministry deeply
shaped Episcopal Church institutions
across the Old Northwest.
He had traveled 300,000 miles, perhaps
more than St.Paul, who had the
advantage of better roads.
He had consecrated 100 churches.
He had ordained 200 to the ministry,
He had confirmed around 10,000 people.
Six dioceses were founded out of his
mission territory.

COLLECT FOR A MISSIONARY
Almighty and everlasting God,
we thank thee for thy servant Bishop Jackson Kemper,
whom thou didst call to preach the Gospel
to the people of the American Frontier West.
Raise up,
we beseech thee,
in this and every land
evangelists and heralds of thy kingdom,
that thy Church may proclaim
the unsearchable riches of our Savior Jesus Christ;

who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God,
now and for ever.

Amen.

