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O God, 

the King of  saints, 

we praise and magnify thy holy Name 

for all thy servants who have finished their course 

in thy faith and fear; 

for the holy prophets, 

and for all other

righteous servants, 

known to us and unknown; 

and we beseech thee that, 

encouraged by their examples, 

aided by their prayers, 

and strengthened by their fellowship, 

we also may be partakers

of  the inheritance of  the saints in light;

through the merits of  thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE HOLY PROPHETS 

AND OTHER RIGHTEOUS SERVANTS



The Prophet ISAIAH, 
c.1508,

by Raphael



Yeshayahu, the Prophet ISAIAH,
whose name means “Yahweh is
salvation,” also known as Isaias,
was a Judean prophet who is
considered one of ancient
Israel’s major prophets. He
flourished in the 8th century BC.

Though the Prophet ISAIAH’s
recognition as a great prophet is
indicated in the books of the
Kings and Chronicles, it is also
probable that he was a priest, as
his divine calling took place in
the temple, an area reserved
only for priests. The anointing he
receives then is similar to that of
the prophet Jeremiah.

WHO WAS THE PROPHET ISAIAH?

Russian icon of the Prophet ISAIAH, 
18th century, 

on the iconostasis 
of the Transfiguration Church, 

Kizhi monastery, Karelia, Russia



Little is written about the Prophet
ISAIAH the man. We know he was the
son of Amoz, but we do not know who
that was.

We know that he married and had
sons of his own.

We also know that he lived during the
reigns of four kings. The first, Uzziah,
reigned from around 783 BC to 742
BC. Uzziah's reign was 52 years and
the Prophet ISAIAH must have begun
his ministry a few years before
Uzziah's death. The last king,
Hezekiah, reigned from 715 to 686 BC.
Scholars estimate that he could
have been a prophet for about 60
years.

WHO WAS THE PROPHET ISAIAH?

Uzziah, 
1553,

from Guillaume Rouillé’s
Promptuarium Iconum Insigniorum



Stained Glass window of the Prophet ISAIAH in the Cathedral of Brussels, Belgium



Along with his contemporary, the prophet
Micah, the Prophet ISAIAH ben Amoz
served the southern kingdom of Judah. At
the time of his ministry, Judah was
considered to be a sinful and unjust
nation. Nevertheless, he believed that
Judah was God’s chosen nation and would
be vindicated by God.

With support from Micah and the godly
King Hezekiah, their enemies were held at
bay and a revival swept through the
nation of Judah.

Many commentators describe the Prophet
ISAIAH as Judah’s evangelist because he
worked tirelessly to turn the people back
to God.

WHO WAS THE PROPHET ISAIAH?

The Prophet ISAIAH 
illustrating a 14th-century 

prose translation of the Gospels



Stained glass window of 
the Prophet ISAIAH 

in Ascension Episcopal 
Church, Houston, TX 

showing his book open 
to Chapter 11 

where he predicts that 
the Messiah 

will come 
from David’s line 

(indicated by a tree and 
the star of David), 

and that He will usher 
in the beginning 

of a new era where 
God will begin 

to restore harmony and 
peace to the world, 

symbolized by the lion 
and lamb

lying down together, 
even though ISAIAH 

predicted that the wolf 
and lamb would graze 

together. 
. 



During the Prophet ISAIAH’s lifetime
the nation of Assyria was the
predominant power in the Middle East.
In 721 BC Assyria had captured
Samaria, the capital city of the
northern kingdom of Israel and
deported the Israelites to other lands.

The Prophet ISAIAH apparently lived in
Jerusalem, the capital city of the
southern kingdom of Judah, and he
and his nation soon had to face the
ruthless and cruel Assyrian Empire as
well.

WHAT WAS GOING ON 
DURING THE PROPHET ISAIAH’S LIFETIME? 

Manuscript illumination 
of the Prophet ISAIAH, 

12th century, 
from The Siegburg Lectionary



ISIAIAH said that because of
the sins of the people of
both Israel and Judah, God
said He was using the
Assyrians as “the rod of My
anger and the staff in whose
hand is My indignation”
(ISAIAH 10:5).

After the fall of the northern
kingdom, Judah became a
vassal state to Assyria. When
Judah rejected Assyria’s
authority, King Sennacherib
of Assyria brought troops to
the region and took several
Judean cities. The Assyrian
monarch then turned his
attention to Jerusalem.

WHAT WAS GOING ON 
DURING THE PROPHET ISAIAH’S LIFETIME? 

Prophet ISAIAH by Salvatore Revelli
on the base of the 

Colonna dell’Immacolata in Rome



During this time when King Sennacherib
was trying to conquer Jerusalem, the
Prophet ISAIAH said that God twice sent
him to deliver messages to Hezekiah, king
of Judah. As the attempted siege of
Jerusalem began, God had him tell King
Hezekiah not to worry about the Assyrian
invasion because the Assyrian leader
would hear a rumor and return to his own
land, where he would die.

The Assyrians then sent a letter to King
Hezekiah in which they blasphemed God
and made further threats against
Jerusalem. After Hezekiah beseeched God
in prayer, the Prophet ISAIAH delivered a
second divine message, letting Hezekiah
know that He would defend the city.

WHAT WAS GOING ON 
DURING THE PROPHET ISAIAH’S LIFETIME? 

German miniature relief 
of the Prophet ISAIAH 

with scroll,
1200-25



Then the angel of the LORD set out
and struck down one hundred
eighty-five thousand in the camp
of the Assyrians; when morning
dawned, they were all dead
bodies. Then King Sennacherib of
Assyria left, went home, and lived
at Nineveh. As he was worshiping
in the house of his god Nisroch,
his sons Adrammelech and
Sharezer killed him with the
sword, and they escaped into the
land of Ararat. His son Esar-
haddon succeeded him. (Isaiah
37:36-38)

WHAT WAS GOING ON 
DURING THE PROPHET ISAIAH’S LIFETIME? 

The Prophet ISAIAH, 
c.1838,

by Jean-Louis-Ernest Meissonier







The writer’s style reveals a well-educated background.
The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia states,

For versatility of expression and brilliance of imagery ISAIAH had no
superior, not even a rival. His style marks the climax of Hebrew literary art.

The style of writing of epigrams, metaphors, interrogation, dialogue,
hyperbole and parables

characterize[s] ISAIAH’s book as the great masterpiece of Hebrew literature.

The traditional view is that all 66 chapters of the book of ISAIAH were
written by one man, the Prophet ISAIAH, possibly in two periods
between 740 and c.686 BC, separated by approximately 15 years, and
that the book includes dramatic prophetic declarations of Cyrus the
Great, acting to restore the nation of Israel from the Babylonian
Captivity.

The oldest copy of the book of Isaiah we have is from the Dead Sea
Scrolls, dated from around 175 BC. It is a single scroll from end to end,
with no divisions or signals from a copyist that there is some sort of
change between chapter 39 and 40.

WHO WROTE THE BOOK OF ISAIAH?



The Book of Isiah seems to be divided into three sections, possibly
with three different authors.

In chapters 1–39 Isaiah declared that God intended to punish Judah
for social and cultic infractions. At the same time he expressed
support for the Davidic monarchy and proclaimed that Jerusalem
would not be conquered by the Assyrians.

Chapters 40–55 are addressed to a later audience following the
conquest of Jerusalem by Babylon in 587 BC. These texts offer
reassurance that Jerusalem will be restored and its exiled citizens
will return.

The final chapters, 56–66, reflect growing disillusionment and
conflict in Judah under Persian rule, and the book ends by
describing God’s eschatological destruction of the wicked and
vindication of a righteous remnant.

WHO WROTE THE BOOK OF ISAIAH?



It is a widely held view that parts of the first half of the book (chapters 1–
39), known as Proto-ISAIAH, originated with the historical prophet,
interspersed with prose commentaries written in the time of King Josiah a
hundred years later,

Scholars sometimes refer to the next section of the book as Deutero-
ISAIAH (chapters 40-55), probably the work of an anonymous 6th-century
BC author writing during the Exile where a central theme is that of a new
Exodus (the return of the exiled people Israel from Babylon to Jerusalem).

The third section is referred to as Trito-ISAIAH (chapters 56-66),
composed after the return from Exile.

These later sections seem to date from almost two centuries after the
historical prophet’s time. Perhaps these later chapters represent the work
of an ongoing school of prophets who prophesied in accordance with his
prophecies.

WHO WROTE THE BOOK OF ISAIAH?



The latest approach looks at the book in terms of its literary and
formal characteristics, rather than authors, and sees it as a two-part
book (chapters 1–33 and 34–66) with an overarching theme.

The first part features warnings of judgment and promises to
subsequently restore Jerusalem, Judah, and the nations and the
second part shows that Judgment has already taken place and
restoration is at hand.

WHO WROTE THE BOOK OF ISAIAH?

The Great Isaiah Scroll

The book’s final 
form dates from 
perhaps as late as 
the 5th century BC, 
a date suggested 
by the 
arrangement of 
the materials and 
the late 
additions.



ISAIAH 44:6 contains the first
clear statement of monotheism.

The book of ISAIAH, along with the
book of Jeremiah, is distinctive in the
Old Testament for its direct portrayal
of the “wrath of the Lord.”



Stained glass window 
of the Prophet ISAIAH 

receiving his vision 
of the Lord's house (Isaiah 2:2), 

which “shall be established 
as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it”

at St.Matthew's
German Evangelical Lutheran Church

in Charleston, South Carolina.



The Prophet ISAIAH predicted harmony and peace to the world 
symbolized by the lion and lamb lying down together, even though 

ISAIAH predicted that the wolf and lamb would graze together. 



The phrase “swords into
plowshares” has been adopted
by countless organizations
campaigning for peace and is
frequently associated with the
UN’s mission and international
law more broadly. The phrase
comes from ISAIAH (2:4):

He shall judge between the
nations, and shall arbitrate for
many peoples; they shall beat
their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning
hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more.

There is a statue in the UN
garden named “Let Us Beat Our
Swords into Plowshares.”



The Book of ISAIAH has been immensely influential in the
formation of Christianity. The regard in which it was held was so
high that the book was frequently called “the Fifth Gospel.”

The following are some apparent prophecies about Christ in both
His first and second comings:

• “He shall judge between the nations” (ISAIAH 2:4).
• He was to be the “Branch of the Lord” (ISAIAH 4:2; ISAIAH 11:1).
• He would be born of a virgin and be called “Immanuel” (ISAIAH

7:14; ISAIAH 8:8, 10).
• He would be a “stone of stumbling and a rock of offense” (ISAIAH

8:14).
• An eternal “government will be upon His shoulder” and He would

be called the “Prince of Peace” (ISAIAH 9:6-7).
• The Holy Spirit would “rest upon Him” (ISAIAH 11:2).
• He would be “a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure

foundation” (ISAIAH 28:16).

WHAT ARE ISAIAH'S APPARENT PROPHECIES ABOUT CHRIST? 



St.Gregory of Nyssa (c.335-95) believed that the Prophet ISAIAH
knew more perfectly than all others the mystery of the religion
of the Gospel.

St.Jerome (c.342-420) also lauds the Prophet ISAIAH, saying,
He was more of an Evangelist than a Prophet, because he described all
of the Mysteries of the Church of Christ so vividly that you would
assume he was not prophesying about the future, but rather was
composing a history of past events.

WHAT ARE ISAIAH'S APPARENT PROPHECIES ABOUT CHRIST? 

The Fourth Gospel says that the Prophet ISAIAH “saw Jesus' glory
and spoke about him.”

It is also interesting to note that the Gospels quote more from the
Prophet ISAIAH’s writings than from any other Old Testament
prophet. After the Psalms, the Book of ISAIAH is the Old Testament
book most quoted in the New Testament: 22 quotations and 13
references. Ten of those references are about the Suffering Servant,
how he will suffer and die to save many from their sins, be buried in
a rich man's tomb, and be a light to the Gentiles.



Of specific note are the four Songs of the Suffering Servant, which
many Christians say are a direct prophetic revelation of the nature,
purpose, and detail of Jesus Christ’s death.

The first poem has God speaking of his selection of the servant who
will bring justice to earth.

The second poem, written from the servant's point of view, is an
account of his prenatal calling by God to lead both Israel and the
nations.

The third poem gives a first-person description of how the servant
was beaten and abused, with the servant described both as teacher
and learner who follows the path God places him on without pulling
back.

The fourth poem has no clear identification for the servant, but one
can deduce that the song could refer to either an individual or a
group who suffers because of our iniquities.

WHAT ARE ISAIAH'S APPARENT PROPHECIES ABOUT CHRIST? 



The Prophet ISAIAH’s writings are especially significant for the
prophecies he seems to have made about the coming Messiah,
hundreds of years before Jesus was born.

Matthew quotes the Prophet ISAIAH when describing John the
Baptist’s ministry and when Jesus moved to Galilee to start His
ministry, the Prophet ISAIAH’s prophecy seemed to be fulfilled.

Jesus quotes the Prophet ISAIAH’s prophecy when speaking in
parables.

The apostle Paul also makes reference to the same prophecy when
he was in Rome.

When Jesus reads from ISAIAH in the synagogue at Nazareth, He
amazes many of the Jews by claiming the prophecy is fulfilled in Him.

WHAT ARE ISAIAH'S APPARENT PROPHECIES ABOUT CHRIST? 



In each full performance of the Messiah, more than 20 verses from
Isaiah are sung, making it the most common source for George
Frideric Handel’s masterpiece, but Handel had help in selecting the
words for his famous libretto from Charles Jennens (1700-73).
Jennens was an English aristocrat who had worked with Handel
(1685-1759) on several other oratorios. He shared his compilation of
81 verses from 14 different books of the Holy Bible, primarily from
Isaiah, Psalms, Paul’s letters, and Revelation.

There were 21 verses from Isaiah. Jennens organized the verses into
three parts:
• The prophecy of the birth of a Messiah and the Incarnation
• The Passion and the Resurrection
• Christ’s glorification in Heaven.

Isaiah’s verses appear in part one and part two.

WHAT VERSES FROM ISAIAH ARE SUNG 
IN HANDEL’S THE MESSIAH?



Verse Isaiah’s Words

40: 1-3

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.
Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her 
iniquity is pardoned.
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness; prepare ye the way of the Lord; make straight in 
the desert a highway for our God.

40: 4
Ev’ry valley shall be exalted, and ev’ry mountain and hill made low; the crooked straight and the 
rough places plain.

7: 14 Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Emmanuel, God with us.

40: 9

60: 1

O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion, get thee up into the high mountain. O thou that tellest
good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the 
cities of Judah, behold your God!
Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.

60: 2-3
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people; but the Lord shall 
arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee.
And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.

9: 2
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light;
and they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined

9: 6
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government shall be upon His 
shoulder; and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace.

35: 5-6
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing.

40: 11
He shall feed His flock like a shepherd; and He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry 
them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with young

WHAT ARE THE VERSES FROM ISAIAH 
IN PART ONE OF THE ORATORIO?



Verse Isaiah’s Words

50: 3 He was despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.

53: 6
He gave His back to the smiters, and His cheeks to them that plucked off His hair: He hid 
not His face from shame and spitting.
He was despised

53: 4-5
Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows!
He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement of our peace was upon Him.

53: 5 And with His stripes we are healed.

53: 6
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way. And the 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

53: 8
He was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgressions of Thy people was He 
stricken

52:7
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings 
of good things.

WHAT ARE THE VERSES FROM ISAIAH 
IN PART TWO OF THE ORATORIO?



Charles Jennens, 
c.1745

by Thomas Hudson

George Frideric Handel, 
c.1726-28,

by Balthasar Denner



The Biblical record cites King
Manasseh of Judah, the son of King
Hezekiah, as a ruler who “seduced”
his subjects

to do more evil than the nations
whom the LORD had destroyed
before the children of Israel.

He was a monarch who
shed very much innocent blood, till
he had filled Jerusalem from one end

to another (2 Kings 21:9, 16).

It thus seems likely that the Prophet
ISAIAH suffered a gruesome death at
the behest of King Manasseh.

Jewish tradition says the Prophet
ISAIAH was killed by being sawn in
two by King Manasseh. This seems to
be alluded to in Hebrews 11:37.

HOW DID THE PROPHET ISAIAH DIE?



Prophet 
ISAIAH, 
1707,

by 
Antonio
Balestra



THE 

END


