Welcome

to OUR 7" VIRTUALGSPclass!

Today we
talk about

A }l:r:'
our Parish Churclpoyd I C S }
In Grace (and then St.Paul ). Ad\m-enturel'




PART ONE




A Collect f@race from Morning Prayer _r

O Lord,
our heavenly Father,
almightyand everlasting God

who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day
Defend us in the same with thy mighty ppwer

andgrantthat thisday we fall into no sin,
neitherrun into any kinaf danger,

butthat we, being ordered by thy governance,
may doalways what is righteous in thy sight;

throughJesu€hrist our_ord.

Amen




Amazing grace how
sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
| once was lost but now am found
Was blind but now | see
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C1eCE TO OUR PARISH

¢ dzO & aldesd &Episcopalparish, organizedin 1881, named itself &z«
EpiscopalChurch Thisparishmergedwith Stt | dEpiS€capalChurchin 1991
to become© :ce Stt | dzf Qa




DIVINE IN THEOLOGY

Divine ¢ IS a theologicalterm defined as the divine influence
operatingin humansto regenerateand sanctify,to inspire virtuous
Impulses, and to impart strength to endure trial and resist
temptation.

CommonChristianteachingis that IS unmerited mercyor favor
that Godgaveto humanityby sendinglesu<Christto die on a crossto
secureman'seternal salvationfrom sin.

Thus IS God'slove freely givento humanityfor salvation Within
Christianity,there were differing conceptsof how IS attained |t
has been describedas the watershedthat divides Catholicismfrom
Protestantismand modernliberalismfrom conservatism

TheBibledescribesD 2 R:(:& asglorious (Ep 1:6), abundant (Acts
4:33) rich (Ep 1:7), manifold (1 Pe 4:10), and sufficient (2 Cor
12:9).

In praying, Christiansoften addressGod as our GraciousHeavenly
Father,describingGodasshowingdivine
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The LORD is gracious, -
and full of compassion;
slow to anger, and of great mercy.

Paalm 1458




DIVINE=R2CE IN THE BIBLE

The word Gor=c=€ is from the Latin gratia, & ¥ I @&@didll, kindness,
T N Sy tRaaadhatingdbe Greek NT charis a dfree, ready, quick, willing,
prompte Strong'sConcordancealefinesthe word translated as ¢ 1:c«, the
Greekword charisin the New Testament,as @ 3 NI O A 8afdeanhes ér a

fitthe Gospelghis word with its derivativesappearsonly 13 times, rarelyin
even a doctrinal, much less a dispensational,connection The epistles
attributed to StPaulemploythe word and its derivativesno lessthan 144
times, nearlyalwaysuseddoctrinally,in connectionwith the dispensatiorof
divine .

In the OIld Testament, the
Hebrewterm used is chendefined

In Strong'sConcordances
a T I, @2aF charm;
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It is found 68 times in the Old NG LY
Testament, not always relating

to D2 R®@3« and never to the .L%&'Z)Lf
dispensatiorof divine o= c«.



DEFINING: 3 2.CF

Thedictionarydefines asd O 2 dzNdo&@ilzahismeansthat
it i1s not askedfor nor deservedbut freely given Mercy, on the other
hand,isa (i EoSipassiorand kindnessshownto someonewhomit is
in 2 y SpAwier to punish or harmé It is an act meant to relieve
someoneof their suffering

In England, a a -and-favour home¢ is a residential
property owned by the Crownand leased,often rent-free, usuallyto
royalfamily members

S1ace IS also the name given
for prayer before eating a
meal as God blessesus with
Hisfood.

In addition Is definedas
simpleeleganceor refinement
of movement Thisis how the
Germanpoet Schillerusedit.




GRACE IS THE
BEAUTY OF
FORM UNDER
THE INFLUENCE J°

OF FREEDOM. ¥,

Friedrich Schiller



{ ¢ Dt UNVMER{TED AND EFFEC i3IS E

The western Churchhas generallyfollowed the Paulineemphasisof
o=« asunmerited and effective, God'sforgivinglove for humanity,
God'sforgivenessof sin and healingof humanity for salvation Thus
Paulwrote to Titus(2:11-14):

For the of God has
appeared, bringing salvation
for all people, training us to
renounce ungodliness and
worldly passions,and to live
selfcontrolled, upright, and
godly livesin the presentage,
waiting for our blessedhope,
the appearing of the glory of
our great Godand SaviorJesus
Christ,who gave himselffor us
to redeem us from all
lawlessnessand to purify for
himself a people for His own
possessionvho are zealousfor
goodworks




PERSEVERIN] TOST.AUGUSTINE

Fourth-century Churchfather St Augustineof Hippo (354-430) taught
that God grants those whom He choosesfor salvationthe gift of
persevering , and that they could not conceivablyfall away It is
thusrelatedto predestination

This doctrine gaverise to the doctrine of irresistible (gratia

irresistibilis), though the term was not used during Augustine's
lifetime. Augustineurged that IS necessaryto free the human
will from bondageto sin, makingit possibleto choosethe good

Augustine's  teaching contradicted
Pelagianism which considered human
nature to be able to achieve salvation
without special divine assistance, and
SemiPelagianisjm  which  considered
humanity to be capable of initiating the
process of salvation that would
subsequenthybe perfectedby



DIVINEGE2CE TOST.THOMABQUINAS

StThomasAquinas(122574) urgedthat unionwith Godis impossible
for humanity without the help of divine . He noted that o=« IS

iInwardlyreceivedandtransformativefor new life.
Hewrote:

Srece 1S not limited to the forgivenessof sins,but signifiesvariousgifts
bestowedon man by GodincludingD 2 Re@usinggoodin the soulof the
creature Thus, impliessomethingin the soul,whichis D 2 Rdvy&
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DIVINE:1:2.2E TO LUTHER

Martin Luther (148315460 wrote:

Foralmosttwenty yearsand | still feel the old clingingdirt of wanting to
deal with Godthat | may contribute something,so that He will haveto
giveme His In exchangefor my holiness Andstill | cannotget into
my headthat | shouldsurrendemyselfcompletelyto sheer

He did, however, emphasizethat Is God'sabsolutelyfree gift,
not the result of humanworks Lutheranthought cameto understand
justification in terms of imputed righteousnessan which the person
remainsinherentlysinful S

The old covenantrequired the Israelitesto be

morally righteous StPaul expressedthe heart

of the new covenantby the claimthat Christians FS==

are & 2 dza Gby faith §rizsé) in / K NJdeath,Q 284
while neverthelessstill remainingsinners(Rom /
5:1-11). Christiansknew that they had been set
In right relation to God in a new covenant
althoughthey were not morally righteous They
were justified by o1z« throughfaith (Eph2.8).



[ | ¢ @l {THROUGH FAITH ALONE

In his translation of the Bible into German, Luther controversially
addedthe word & | f Aafleéthin German)to Romans3:28 sothat it

read "Sonow we hold, that man is justified without the help of the

works of the law, alone through faith." The word "alone" does not

appearin the Greektexts, but Luther defended his translation by
maintainingthat the adverb"alone" wasrequired both by idiomatic
Germanand Stt I dzint®wed meaning and that solawas usedin

theologicaltradition before him.

Justification by faith alone (justificatio sola fide) became the
Lutherancry againstthe medievalpenitential systemin the sixteenth
century Reformation The penitential systemwasfelt to require that
penitentsmakethemselvegust by goodworks Lutherclaimedthat a
believer was simul justus et peccator(at oncein a rlht covenant
relationandalsosinner) e







