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COLLECT FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY

mighty Father, 

before he suffered, 

instituted the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood:

Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully 

in remembrance of  Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who in these holy mysteries 

gives us a pledge of  eternal life; 

and who now lives

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, 

for ever

and ever.

Amen.

Almighty God, 

we beseech thee graciously 

to behold this thy family, 

for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 

was contented to be betrayed, 

and given into the hands of  sinners, 

and to suffer death upon the cross; 

who now liveth and reigneth with thee

and the Holy Ghost ever, 

one God, 

world without end.

Amen.

This collect appeared in the 1549 BCP for Morning Prayer. It comes from the

Gregorian Sacramentary. The word family refers to the Church.

COLLECT FOR GOOD FRIDAY





The Friday before Easter Day, the most solemn day of the
Christian year, is the day on which the Church
commemorates Jesus’ Crucifixion and Death at Calvary
around the year 30. It is a day of fasting and special acts of
discipline and self-denial. It is a day for somber reflection.

Good Friday is observed annually during the last week of
the Lenten season, known as Holy Week. It is part of the
Paschal Triduum. Good Friday is preceded by Maundy
Thursday and followed by Holy Saturday.

The day’s liturgy includes St.John's account of the Passion
gospel, a solemn form of intercession known as the solemn
collects (dating from ancient Rome), and optional devotions
before a wooden cross (commonly known as the veneration
of the cross).

WHAT IS GOOD FRIDAY?



In the Episcopal Church and in many other churches the
Eucharist is not celebrated on Good Friday, but Holy
Communion may be administered from the reserved
sacrament at the Good Friday service.

The BCP appoints readings for Morning Prayer and Evening
Prayer on Good Friday.

It is tradition to eat hot sweet cross buns on Good Friday,
and for some people it supposedly brings good luck.
Actually, these buns are often eaten throughout Lent.

A widespread superstition is that getting a haircut on Good
Friday prevents headaches for the rest of the year.

WHAT IS GOOD FRIDAY?



The day is also known as Holy Friday, Great Friday, Great
and Holy Friday (also Holy and Great Friday), and Black
Friday. In Old English, the day was called “Long Friday”
(langa frigedæg).

That Good Friday is observed as a day of sorrow, penance,
and fasting, finds expression in the German
word Karfreitag (“Sorrowful Friday”).

The earliest known use of “guode Friday” is found in the
South English Legendary, a text from around 1290. A
common folk etymology incorrectly analyzes “Good Friday”
as a corruption of “God Friday,” but the term actually comes
from the obsolete sense “pious, holy” of the word “good.”

WHAT HAS THE DAY BEEN CALLED?



Calling the day Good Friday helps to dispel this day’s gloom by
reminding Christians of the blessings that have come from the
Cross of Christ. We observe it and call it Good Friday because it
was a good day for humankind. God demonstrated his love for
us through the perfect sacrifice of Jesus.

Theologians do not agree about the meaning of the atonement.
There are many dense and complex theories. Edward P.
Meadors, Professor of Biblical Studies at Taylor University,
concludes in Creation, Covenant, Sin, and Salvation:

Jesus’ death on the cross was a fully human and yet fully divine
sacrifice that effectively paid the price for humankind’s sin.

IS GOOD FRIDAY REALLY “GOOD”?





The date of Good Friday varies from one year to the next in
both the Gregorian and Julian calendars.

Good Friday falls between 20 March, the first possible date for
Passover, and 23 April. In 2023 Good Friday falls on 7 April.
Easter falls on Sunday, 9 April.

Eastern and Western Christianity disagree over the
computation of the date of Easter and therefore of Good
Friday. Easter falls on the first Sunday following the Paschal
Full Moon, the full moon on or after 21 March, taken to be the
date of the vernal equinox.

Good Friday is a widely instituted legal holiday around the
world, including in most Western countries and 12 U.S.states.

In the United States, Good Friday is not a government holiday
at the federal level; however, many individual states, counties,
and municipalities observe the holiday.

WHEN IS GOOD FRIDAY?



In the Early Church candidates for Holy Baptism, joined by
others, fasted for a day or two before the Paschal feast. In
the West the first of those days eventually acquired the
character of historical reenactment of Jesus’ Passion and
Death.

Until the 4th century, Jesus’ Last Supper, His death, and His
Resurrection were observed in one single commemoration
on the evening before Easter. Since then, those three
events have been observed separately—Easter, as the
commemoration of Jesus’ Resurrection, being considered
the pivotal event.

We have historical evidence from the 4th-century diary of a
wealthy woman, Egeria, who made a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem and wrote of her travels including how Christians
kept Palm Sunday and other rituals there.

WHEN DID THE CHURCH BEGIN TO OBSERVE GOOD FRIDAY?



In the 7th century, the Church in Rome adopted the practice
of Adoration of the Cross from the Church in Jerusalem,
where a fragment of wood believed to be the Lord's cross
had been venerated every year on Good Friday since the 4th

century. According to tradition, a part of the Holy Cross was
discovered by the mother of the emperor Constantine, St.
Helen, on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem in 326. A 5th-century
account describes this service in Jerusalem.

WHAT IS THE VENERATION OF THE CROSS?



Tenebrae is the Latin word meaning "darkness." The service
of Tenebrae as observed today is an adaptation of practices
dating back to the 9th century. The Book of Occasional
Services provides for a single Tenebrae service on Holy
Wednesday in the evening, but Grace St.Paul’s, like many
other churches, uses this service on Good Friday in the
evening.

After each segment of the story is read, a candle is
extinguished and the overhead lights are gradually dimmed.
After the last reading, which confirms that Jesus had died on
the cross, the last candle is taken away, and a loud sound
(called strepitus in Latin) is made to convey the sense of total
loss of God’s presence and the effect of the death of Jesus
on the universe. The lighted candle is then restored to its
place, suggesting Christ's eventual triumph. Worshipers
leave in silence to ponder the impact of Christ's death and
await the celebration of the coming Resurrection.

WHAT IS TENEBRAE?



The standard 1662 Book of Common Prayer does not specify a
particular rite to be observed on Good Friday but local custom
came to mandate an assortment of services, including the
Seven Last Words from the Cross and a three-hour service
consisting of Matins, Ante-communion (using the Reserved
Sacrament in high church parishes) and Evensong.

In the 17th century, following an earthquake in Peru, the Jesuits
introduced to the Roman Catholic liturgy a Three Hour Service,
a prayerful meditation on Jesus’ “Seven Last Words on the
Cross,” which was picked up by other Christians. It usually took
place between noon and 3 p.m.

In recent times, revised editions of the Prayer Book and
Common Worship have re-introduced pre-Reformation forms of
observance of Good Friday corresponding to those in today's
Roman Catholic Church, with special nods to the rites that had
been observed in the English Church prior to the 16th century
such as a form of veneration called “Creeping to the Cross.”

HOW DOES ANGLICANISM OBSERVE GOOD FRIDAY?



Passion plays, which dramatize the final days of Jesus’s life, also
started in the Middle Ages. One held in Oberammergau, Germany,
has been performed every ten years all the way back to 1634.
Others are held annually in various places across the United States
such as Southington, Connecticut and Eureka Springs, Arkansas.

HOW ELSE IS THE PASSION ENACTED BEFORE EASTER?

In the Middle Ages, St.Francis of Assisi
popularized a symbolic pilgrimage if one
could not make an actual pilgrimage to
Jerusalem, known as stations, or way, of
the Cross. The devotion includes crosses
spaced at intervals (both indoors and out)
alongside art such as paintings or
sculptures depicting pivotal scenes from
Jesus’s trial and execution. People stop to
pray, meditate, and read or hear Biblical
passages at each station. It was most
commonly prayed during Lent and
especially on Good Friday.



The Passion of Jesus with its problematic references to “the
Jews” poses a perennial liturgical dilemma, one rooted in the
Biblical narrative’s centuries of prominence in Holy Week
services.

During the medieval Good Friday service, Christians prayed
for the “perfidious”–or deceitful–Jews that God might

remove the veil from their hearts so that they would know
Jesus Christ.

During a chant known as the Reproaches, the voice of God
accused the Jewish people of faithlessness in rejecting Jesus
as their Messiah and crucifying Him instead. This language
about Jews in the medieval Good Friday liturgy often carried
over into physical violence toward local Jewish communities.

Modern Christians have long grappled with liturgies, doctrine
and Scripture that have at times fueled hatred against Jews,
most consequentially during the Holocaust.

HOW ARE ANTISEMITISM AND GOOD FRIDAY CONNECTED?



Episcopalians, consciously or not, confront it each year in
their lectionary readings, particularly on Good Friday.

Presiding Bishop the Most Rev.Michael Curry stated in
2020:

I invite everyone who follows Jesus and his way of love to
stand with our Jewish brothers, sisters and siblings.

Curry added:
An attack on one of us is an attack on all of us.

He was speaking against the rise in antisemitism as part of
an interfaith solidarity campaign launched by the American
Jewish Committee in response to a rash of attacks on
American Jews.

The Rt.Rev.Jennifer Reddall, Episcopal Bishop of Arizona,
has authorized alternative translations of the Passion of
St.John and the Solemn Collects for her diocese.

HOW ARE ANTISEMITISM AND GOOD FRIDAY CONNECTED?



Some common translations of St.John’s Gospel still use the
phrase “the Jews” dozens of times, often depicted as Jesus’
antagonists, as opposed to more neutral language like “the
crowd.” Biblical scholars note such passages can be found
throughout the New Testament but are most troubling in
the Passion narrative of John 18-19, chapters read by most
Christian churches every Good Friday.

St.John’s Gospel, the last of the four Gospels, was written
about a century after Jesus’ birth amid a rising intra-Jewish
conflict. Jesus’ followers–who were mainly Jewish–claimed
He was the Messiah, while other Jews rejected that belief.
Only later did Christianity spread widely beyond those
Jewish communities, which increased the likelihood that
Gentiles would misinterpret the Fourth Gospel’s words as
justifying hatred toward Jews.

HOW ARE ANTISEMITISM AND GOOD FRIDAY CONNECTED?



WHAT ARE SOME HYMNS ASSOCIATED WITH GOOD FRIDAY?



WHAT ARE SOME HYMNS ASSOCIATED WITH GOOD FRIDAY?



WHAT ARE SOME HYMNS ASSOCIATED WITH GOOD FRIDAY?



WHAT ARE SOME HYMNS ASSOCIATED WITH GOOD FRIDAY?



1. Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh!
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

2. Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Oh!
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

3. Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Oh!
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?

4. Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Oh!
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

172. WERE YOU THERE WHEN THEY CRUCIFIED MY LORD?

WHAT ARE SOME HYMNS ASSOCIATED WITH GOOD FRIDAY?



It was not until around the year 1200
that artists such as Guglielmo began to
explore Christ crucified as in his crudely
painted crucifix from that period.

Crucifix, 
c.1200, 

by Master Guglielmo



Crucifix of Santa Maria Novella,
1290-1300,

by Giotto di Bondone

Medieval artist Giotto was one of
the earliest to evoke the pathos of
this theretofore unspeakable act
of torture.



By the 16th century the Crucifixion had
become a standard item in most artists'
repertoire, though it remained a difficult
subject to embrace.

Christ on the Cross, 
1541, 

by Michelangelo



Christ on the Cross, 
c.1600-10,
by El Greco

El Greco renders a much more spiritual
depiction.



Crucifixion, 
1622, 

by Anthony van Dyck

The Baroque artist Anthony van
Dyck was among the first to give
us the naturalistic image of
Christ's death on Good Friday.



Christ on the Cross,
c.1628, 

by Peter Paul Rubens

Peter Paul Rubens overwhelms us
with brute force in his muscular
paintings.



Rembrandt is subdued in his
handling of the Crucifixion. The
figure in the background wearing a
turban is Rembrandt himself, who,
because of his sins, is symbolically
taking responsibility for Christ's
death.

Crucifixion, 
1633, 

by Rembrandt



White Crucifixion, 
1938, 

by Marc Chagall

The Crucifixion was hardly a
mainstay of 20th-century
Modern Art. but it was not
without highly individual
renderings such that by
Russian Jewish artist, Marc
Chagall, who depicts Jesus
against a background of anti-
Semite violence.



Christ of St.John of the Cross, 
1951,

by Salvador Dalí

Spanish surrealist artist, Salvador Dalí explored
the Crucifixion like no other artist before or
since. Here he gives us a “God's-eye” view of
Christ's suffering on Good Friday.




