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CONCLUDING PRAYER
AT THE DAILY OFFICE
The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love
of God,
and the fellowship
of the Holy Ghost,
be with us all
evermore.
Amen.
2 Corinthians 13:14

DEFINITIONS FOR GRACE
• unmerited divine assistance granted to humans for their regeneration,
or sanctification or God’s favor toward the unworthy
• approval or favor
• a charming or attractive trait or characteristic
• a title of address or reference for a duke, a duchess, or an archbishop
• a short prayer at a meal asking a blessing or giving thanks

• a musical trill, turn, or appoggiatura
• a concluding prayer at the Daily Office
• a female name
A grace-and-favour home is a residential property owned by a monarch
and leased to a relative or employee, often rent-free.

GRACE IN THE CATECHISM
Grace is God's favor towards us, unearned and undeserved; by grace
God forgives our sins, enlightens our minds, stirs our hearts, and
strengthens our wills.
The sacraments are outward and visible signs of inward and spiritual
grace, given by Christ as sure and certain means by which we receive
that grace.
The inward and spiritual grace in Baptism is union with Christ in his
death and resurrection, birth into God's family the Church,
forgiveness of sins, and new life in the Holy Spirit.

The inward and spiritual grace in the Holy Communion is the Body
and Blood of Christ given to his people, and received by faith.

BIBLICAL GRACE
Grace is God’s love freely given to humanity for salvation. The term is
from the Latin gratia, a “gift or favor freely given,” translating the
Greek NT charis.

The Pauline epistles present grace as unmerited and effective as
God’s forgiving love for humanity.
The Johannine scriptures present grace as God’s indwelling of
humanity.
Various themes concerning grace have been emphasized since the NT.
The Western Church has generally followed the Pauline emphasis in
terms of grace as God’s forgiveness of sin and healing of humanity for
salvation. The Roman Church claims to administer this grace to its
faithful.
The Eastern Church has generally followed the Johannine emphasis of
grace as bringing about divinization and human participation in the
divine life for salvation.

CLASSICAL GRACE
As the classical period was ending
St.Augustine of Hippo (354-430)
urged that grace is necessary to
free the human will from bondage
to sin, making it possible to choose
the good. Augustine’s teaching
contradicted Pelagianism, which
considered human nature to be
able to achieve salvation without
special divine assistance, and SemiPelagianism, which considered
humanity to be capable of initiating
the process of salvation that would
subsequently be perfected by
grace.

MEDIEVAL GRACE
Like Augustine, St.Thomas
Aquinas (1225-74) at the
height of the Middle Ages
also urged that union with
God is impossible for
humanity without the help of
divine grace. He noted that
grace is inwardly received
and transformative for new
life.

GRACE DURING THE REFORMATION
Protestant Reformers emphasized
God's initiative in the work of
salvation, which is achieved by
grace alone through faith. Martin
Luther (1483-1546) emphasized
that grace is God’s absolutely free
gift, and not the result of human
works. Lutheran thought came to
understand justification in terms
of Christ-given righteousness in
which the person still remains
inherently sinful.

GRACE DURING THE REFORMATION
Calvinist understandings of grace minimized the role of human freedom,
emphasizing God’s predestination of the elect for salvation and the
irresistibility of grace.

Calvin (1509-1564)

The Council of Trent (1545-63) emphasized for the Roman Catholic Church
the transforming effect of grace in human life and the important role of
active human cooperation in salvation.

BASIC ANGLICAN GRACE IN THE 16TH CENTURY
Anglican
theology,
notably
represented by Richard Hooker
(1554-1600), emphasized the
gratuitous nature of grace and the
importance of participation in the
dispensing of God’s salvation,
especially as known in the life of
the Church where grace is
sacramentally represented and
made known.

BASIC ANGLICAN GRACE IN THE 17TH CENTURY
Bishop Lancelot Andrewes (1555 -1626),
the greatest of the Caroline divines,
argued:
I know that my Redeemer liveth; that He is
the Christ the Son of the Living God; that
He is indeed the Saviour of the world; that
He came into the world to save sinners, of
whom I am chief. Through the grace of
Jesus Christ we believe that we shall be
saved even as our fathers withal. I believe
verily to see the goodness of the Lord in
the land of the living.

BASIC ANGLICAN GRACE IN THE 20TH CENTURY
E.L. Mascall (1905–1993), the
noted
Anglo-Catholic
theologian, argued that there
was grace for the unbelieving
and subhuman created order.
Among his many influential
works is Grace and Glory
(1961).

Love as distinct from “being in love” is not merely a feeling.
It is a deep unity, maintained by the will and deliberately strengthened by habit;
reinforced by the grace which both partners ask, and receive from God.
C.S. Lewis (1898-1963) was a British writer and Anglican theologian.

Once you experience being loved when you are unworthy, being forgiven
when you did something wrong, that moves you into non-dual thinking.
You move from what I call meritocracy, quid pro quo thinking,
to the huge ocean of grace, where you stop counting or calculating.

Richard Rohr (born 1943) is an American Roman Catholic priest
and popular writer on spirituality.

Tucson’s oldest Episcopal parish, organized in 1881, named itself Grace Episcopal Church.
This parish merged with St.Paul’s Episcopal Church in 1991 to become Grace St.Paul’s.
It is found where the former Grace Church was located.

For Episcopalians
theology is what we
are doing when
we pray, and
how
we pray forms
what we believe.
The dictum
lex orandi,
lex credendi
(roughly,
“the law of prayer
is the law of belief”)
is axiomatic.

If we want to
understand
what we believe,
we examine
our liturgy.

PRAYING FOR GRACE IN MORNING PRAYER RITE I
Anglican worship is a spiritual enactment of the theology of justification by
grace through faith. We are reminded that we are sinners, and we are
comforted and consoled by the cross of Jesus Christ. The General
Confession now omits the cry of having “no health in us” that implied a
need for God’s grace, but there is still a reference to grace in the
Absolution:
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your
sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Near the end of the service is a Prayer of St. Chrysostom with its reference
to grace:
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy wellbeloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou
wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy
servants as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy
truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYING FOR GRACE IN THE GREAT LITANY
The classic Litany is famous for its long list of petitions, one of which
asks for grace:
That it may please thee to give us true repentance; to forgive us all our
sins, negligences, and ignorances; and to endue us with the grace of
thy Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to thy holy Word,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

PRAYING FOR GRACE IN THE HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
The traditional Communion service contains the Prayers of the
People, called the Prayer for the Whole State of Christ's Church and
the World. It asks that those who receive “be filled with thy grace
and heavenly benediction.” It begins:
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers
[especially
], that they may, both by their life and doctrine,
set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy
holy Sacraments. And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and
especially to this congregation here present; that, with meek heart and
due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving
thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in
thy faith and fear [especially
], beseeching thee to grant them
continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to
follow the good examples of [
and of] all thy saints, that with
them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.

PRAYING FOR GRACE IN THE COLLECTS OF THE DAY
The Christian year begins with petitions for grace:
First Sunday of Advent
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness,
and put upon us the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in
which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last
day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Second Sunday of Advent
Merciful God, who didst send thy messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Third Sunday of Advent
Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because
we are sorely hindered by our sins, let thy bountiful grace and mercy
speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end. Amen

PRAYING FOR GRACE IN THE COLLECTS OF THE DAY
The Christian year returns to petitions for grace in the post-Pentecost
season:
Proper for the Sunday closest to June 15
Keep, O Lord, we beseech thee, thy household the Church in thy steadfast
faith and love, that by the help of thy grace we may proclaim thy truth
with boldness, and minister thy justice with compassion; for the sake of
our Savior Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Proper for the Sunday closest to July 6
O God, who hast taught us to keep all thy commandments by loving thee
and our neighbor: Grant us the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that we may be
devoted to thee with our whole heart, and united to one another with
pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the same Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Proper for the Sunday closest to July 13
O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy people
who call upon thee, and grant that they may both perceive and know
what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power
faithfully to fulfill the same; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

PRAYING FOR GRACE IN THE COLLECTS OF THE DAY
Proper for the Sunday closest to August 17
Almighty God, who hast given thy only Son to be unto us both a sacrifice
for sin and also an example of godly life: Give us grace that we may
always most thankfully receive that his inestimable benefit, and also
daily endeavor ourselves to follow the blessed steps of his most holy
life; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Proper for the Sunday closest to October 12
Lord, we pray thee that thy grace may always precede and follow us,
and make us continually to be given to all good works; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now andfor ever. Amen.

PRAYING FOR GRACE IN PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS
Of the Holy Trinity
Almighty God, who hast revealed to thy Church thine eternal Being of
glorious majesty and perfect love as one God in Trinity of Persons: Give
us grace to continue steadfast in the confession of this faith, and
constant in our worship of thee, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; who livest
and reignest, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

For Social Justice
Almighty God, who hast created us in thine own image: Grant us grace
fearlessly to contend against evil and to make no peace with
oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to
employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities and among
the nations, to the glory of thy holy Name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

HYMN 671: AMAZING GRACE!
1 Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.
2 'Twas grace first taught my heart to fear
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

This beloved hymn was written by John Newton (1725-1807), who in
1754 gave up the slave trade and, in association with William
Wilberforce, eventually became an ardent abolitionist.

