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O God, 

the King of  saints, 

we praise and magnify thy holy Name 

for all thy servants who have finished their course 

in thy faith and fear; 

for the holy prophets, 

and for all other

righteous servants, 

known to us and unknown; 

and we beseech thee that, 

encouraged by their examples, 

aided by their prayers, 

and strengthened by their fellowship, 

we also may be partakers

of  the inheritance of  the saints in light;

through the merits of  thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE HOLY PROPHETS 

AND OTHER RIGHTEOUS SERVANTS



EZEKIEL Prophesying, 
1891

by Gustave Doré



The Prophet EZEKIEL also
spelled Ezechiel, Hebrew Yeḥezqel, means
“God is strong” or “God strengthens” or
“strengthened by God.” He was born c.622
BC, just as the southern kingdom of Judah
was entering its final period of decline
before its exile. He died c.570 BC.

The Prophet was the son of Buzi, born
into a priestly (kohen) lineage. As a priest,
he was one of the few old covenant
figures to hold the office of priest and
prophet simultaneously.

His career as a prophet spanned some
twenty years from his call around 593 BC
to his last vision of a restored Jerusalem in
573 BC.

WHO WAS EZEKIEL?



The Prophet EZEKIEL was the subject and in
part the author of the Old Testament book
that bears his name. His ministry was
conducted in Jerusalem and Babylon in the
first three decades of the 6th century BC. The
Prophet’s early oracles (from c.592) in
Jerusalem were pronouncements of violence
and destruction. His later statements
addressed the hopes of the Israelites exiled in
Babylon.

The Prophet EZEKIEL’s faith in the ultimate
establishment of a new covenant between
God and the people of Israel had profound
influence on the postexilic reconstruction and
reorganization of Judaism. Jews of the
Diaspora have often looked to his book for
inspiration about how to cope with life outside
of Israel and away from its Temple.

WHO WAS EZEKIEL?



For the Prophet EZEKIEL and his people, these years were bitter
ones because the remnant of the Israelite domain, the little state of
Judah, was eliminated by the rising Neo-Babylonian Empire
under Nebuchadnezzar II (reigned 605-562 BC). Jerusalem
surrendered in 597 BC. After Israelite resistance was renewed, the
city was destroyed in 587-586 after a lengthy siege. In both
disasters, and indeed again in 582, large numbers of the surviving
population were forcibly deported to Babylonia.

WHAT WERE THE TIMES LIKE
DURING THE PROPHET EZEKIEL’S LIFETIME?



Nebuchadnezzar or

Nebuchadrezzar II 

(reigned 605-562 BC) 

is the best-known ruler 

of the Neo-Babylonian Empire
in the Chaldean Dynasty





In 609 BC Judah had came under Egypt’s control, but just a few years
later, the Neo-Babylonian Empire routed the Egyptians from Judah and
Judah became Babylon’s client state. Then, as ancient Near Eastern
client states were wont to do, Judah rebelled against Babylon in 602
BC, seeking independence.

Several years of conflict followed, but by 597 BC Babylon’s
Nebuchadnezzar II invaded Judah to put down its rebellion.
Nebuchadnezzar took King Jehoiachin of Judah and many of its leading
citizens into exile in Babylon, among whom was the Prophet EZEKIEL,
then in his late twenties.

As part of a priestly family, the Prophet EZEKIEL was a functioning
priest probably attached to the Jerusalem Temple staff and thus he
would have been one of the younger men among the leading citizens
of Judah deported in 597 BC to Babylonia where we find him at the
beginning of his book.

WHAT WERE THE TIMES LIKE
DURING THE PROPHET EZEKIEL’S LIFETIME?



The Prophet EZEKIEL was a contemporary of the Prophet Jeremiah,
though the Prophet EZEKIEL does not mention him. The Prophet
Jeremiah was still in Judah while the Prophet EZEKIEL lived with other
exiles in Babylon. It is evident that he was, among his fellow exiles, a
person of uncommon stature.

During the Babylonian Captivity the Prophet EZEKIEL and his wife
lived deep in the heart of the Neo-Babylonian Empire. There he
served as a kind of religious counselor to the Hebrew exiles who were
allowed to live in a colony by themselves alongside the Chebar canal,
which was an important irrigation source, in Tel Abib, an unidentified
tell (“hill city”) near Nippur in what is now Iraq. This time is recalled in
Psalm 137:

By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept,
when we remembered you, O Zion.

WHAT WERE THE TIMES LIKE
DURING THE PROPHET EZEKIEL’S LIFETIME?



More than any of the classical biblical prophets, the Prophet EZEKIEL
was given to symbolic actions, strange visions, and even trances
(although one cannot deduce from these, and from his words “I fell
upon my face” [1:28], that he was a cataleptic).

The Prophet’s wife died during his prophetic ministry, and the Prophet
felt that he was forbidden to mourn her death as a sign to the people of
what was to come. This symbolic act is one of many teaching moments
that he performed as a prophet in Babylon.

He ate a scroll on which words of prophecy are written in order to
symbolize his appropriation of the message.

Among his other symbolic acts were to lie on his side for 390 days, cook
his bread over animal dung, shave and burn part of his beard, and build
miniature siege works against a brick representing the city of Jerusalem.

He performed these symbolic acts to warn the Jews of the coming
destruction of Jerusalem and exile of the entire nation in 586 BC.

HOW DID THE PROPHET EZEKIEL TEACH DURING THE EXILE?



After the fall of Jerusalem and his period of silence, the Prophet
EZEKIEL addressed himself more pointedly to the exiles and sought to
direct their hopes for the restoration of their nation. His theme changed
from the harsh judgment of God to the promise of the future.

The Prophet prophesied that the exiles from both Judah and Israel
would return to Palestine, leaving none in the Diaspora. In the
imminent new age a new covenant would be made with the restored
house of Israel, to whom God would give a new spirit and a new heart.
The restoration would be an act of divine grace, for the sake of God’s
name.

The Prophet’s prophecies concluded with a vision of a restored Temple
in Jerusalem. The Temple’s form of worship would be reestablished in
Israel, and each of the ancient tribes would receive appropriate
allotments of land. In contrast to those hoping for national restoration
under a Davidic king, the Prophet EZEKIEL envisaged a theocratic
community revolving around the Temple and its cult as the nexus of the
restored Jewish state.

WHAT DID THE PROPHET EZEKIEL TEACH?



The Prophet EZEKIEL was
said to be already active as a
prophet while in Judah, and
he retained this gift when he
was exiled with Jehoiachin
and the nobles of the
country to Babylon.

The Jewish historian
Josephus claims that
Nebuchadnezzar II exiled
three thousand Jews from
Judah after deposing King
Jehoiachin in 598 BC.

WHAT WERE THE TIMES LIKE
DURING THE PROPHET EZEKIEL’S LIFETIME?



The Prophet EZEKIEL describes his calling to be a prophet by going into
great detail about his encounter with God and four "living creatures" with
four wheels that stayed beside the creatures

In the 1st chapter they are described as wheels using the Hebrew
word ôphân. This is the same word used for chariot wheels, but in 10th

chapter he gets a closer look and uses the word galgal which describes
something that is spinning in place. He also says that the spirit of the
wheels are within the wheels, indicating that the wheels have their own
life force separate from the cherubim.

They also seem to be made of some kind of illuminated coals, which the
Prophet EZEKIEL witnessed a man clothed in linen take and scatter over
the city of Jerusalem. So in some ways this may appear to be ash from
some sort of engine.

This was unlike any other vision that any other prophet had had. The most
intriguing hypothesis is that the Prophet EZEKIEL’s wheel was a migraine
aura. Some have suggested that it was much more like a modern UFO/alien
sighting.

WHAT WAS THE PROPHET EZEKIEL’S VISION OF HIS CALLING?



The Vision of the Prophet EZEKIEL, 1830, by Ditlev Blunck



The Vision of the Prophet EZEKIEL
1877,

by Ilia Efimovich Repin



EZEKIEL’S Vision, 
1728, 

by Bernard Picart



Ancient cultures around the world tell stories of strange objects
witnessed flying in the sky. Might people living thousands of years
ago actually have seen extraterrestrial crafts descending from the
heavens? In the Book of Ezekiel the Prophet describes a fiery
chariot containing wheels within wheels, powered by angels.

WHAT WAS THE PROPHET EZEKIEL’S VISION OF HIS CALLING?



The story in the Book of EZEKIEL is even more fascinating when looked
at through the lens of modern technology. The EZEKIEL Airship was an
early experimental aircraft conceived, designed, and built by a
Baptist minister and experienced sawmill operator, Burrell Cannon,
inspired by the Book of EZEKIEL. The craft's design featured four
"wheels within a wheel“ paddle wheels powered by a four-cylinder
gasoline engine. There are unverified claims that it was flown in 1902
in Pittsburg, Texas, a year before the Wright Flyer flew at Kitty Hawk,
North Carolina.

WHAT WAS THE EZEKIEL AIRSHIP?



When Biblical texts are interpreted through this technological
perspective, a picture emerges of the possibility that our ancestors
were actually visited by an advanced extraterrestrial race, rather than
by gods. UFOlogists such as Erich von Däniken have pointed to the
possibility of interpreting EZEKIEL’s initial vision as a report of an
extraterrestrial spacecraft.

WHAT IS A POSSIBLE MODERN VERSION 
OF THE PROPHET EZEKIEL’S VISION OF HIS CALLING?



Starting with Chariots of the Gods? in 1968, Von Däniken claims that
extraterrestrials or "ancient astronauts" visited Earth and influenced
early human culture.

WHAT IS A POSSIBLE MODERN VERSION 
OF THE PROPHET EZEKIEL’S VISION OF HIS CALLING?



EZEKIEL 1:4 reads as follows:
As I looked, a stormy wind came out of the north: a great cloud with
brightness around it and fire flashing forth continually and in the middle of
the fire something like gleaming amber.

This could be a description of a UFO, a
close encounter of the first kind.

In 1974 the respected NASA engineer
Josef F. Blumrich wrote The
Spaceships of EZEKIEL, postulating
that the Prophet EZEKIEL’s vision was
not a description of a meeting with
God in a prophetic vision, but was, in
fact, one of several encounters with
ancient astronauts in a
shuttlecraft from another planet.

WHAT IS A POSSIBLE MODERN VERSION 
OF THE PROPHET EZEKIEL’S VISION OF HIS CALLING?



According to Jewish tradition, the Prophet EZEKIEL's prophecies were
collected and written by the Men of the Great Assembly composed of 120
leaders, some of whom were prophets, including Ezra, Nehemiah,
Mordechai, Zerubbabel, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.

The Book of EZEKIEL is about the majesty of God and the cost of denying
Him as well as His endless mercy and the complex yet simple plan for
salvation. Much of the Book is taken up with warning of God’s judgment
and explaining the sins that led to it, as well as explaining to the people
that God would justly use the sinful Babylonians to mete out His judgment
on His sinful people. It also addresses many of the foreign powers of the
day, warning them that they would not escape God’s judgment either.

Yet, the message of the book is not only one of doom and gloom. The last
thirteen chapters especially hold out hope and the promise of restoration.
God would bring His people to life from the death of exile, circumcise their
hearts, and fill them with His Spirit, so that they would never be cast out of
the promised land again. The enemies of His people, represented by Gog
and Magog, would be finally defeated, and a new purified, perfect Temple
would be built, symbolizing God’s everlasting presence with His people.

WHY IS THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET EZEKIEL IMPORTANT?



The Book of Ezekiel has the most logical arrangement of any of the prophetic
books. The Prophet EZEKIEL’s prophecies are divided into three parts:

• the condemnation of Judah and the total destruction of Jerusalem (chapters
1-24)

• the prophecies against foreign nations, concluding with a section in which
the future of Israel is contrasted with that of the foreign nations. (chapters
25-39)

• the plans for rebuilding the new temple and reorganizing the restored state
of Israel (chapters 40-48)

The Prophet pronounces judgment on both Israel and surrounding nations
but also provides a vision of the future millennial kingdom that complements
and adds to the vision of other Old and New Testament texts. Not only does
the book present a striking picture of the resurrection and restoration of
God’s people, it also offers readers a picture of the reconstructed temple in
Jerusalem, complete with the return of God’s glory to His dwelling place.

For Christians this section looks forward to the people’s worship after Christ’s
return in the end times, when He will rule Israel and the nations from His
throne in Jerusalem during His thousand year reign.

WHY IS THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET EZEKIEL IMPORTANT?



The Prophet EZEKIEL’s first vision was of God’s throne and included
descriptions of four living creatures and whirling wheels. He also
had detailed visions of a new Temple, a restored Jerusalem, the
millennium, and the land in which God’s people will reside. He
envisages Israel and Judah once again restored to unity from the
ends of the earth as God’s glory also returns and God dwells among
His people. His vision of the valley of dry bones pictures new life
being breathed into the nation.

WHAT ARE SOME OF 
THE PROPHET EZEKIEL’S IMPORTANT VISIONS?



The Vision 
of the Valley of Dry Bones, 

1866, 
by Gustave Doré



The tomb of the Prophet EZEKIEL, a structure located in modern-
day south Iraq near Kefil, is believed to be the final resting place of
the Prophet. It has been a place of pilgrimage to both Muslims and
Jews alike. After the recent Jewish exodus from Iraq, Jewish activity
in the tomb ceased, although a disused synagogue remains in place.

A tomb in the Ergani district of the Diyarbakır Province in
southeastern Turkey is also believed to be the Prophet EZEKIEL’s
resting place. It is located 5 km from the city center on a hill.

WHERE IS THE PROPHET EZEKIEL BURIED?



c.622 EZEKIEL is born
612 Babylonians and Medes conquer Assyria 
605 Babylonians battle Egyptians at Carchemish 
605 Nebuchadnezzar II becomes king of the Neo-Babylonian Empire; 

Babylonians invade Judah; first wave of deportation of Jews 
to Babylon; Daniel is taken captive and begins to prophesy 

601 Babylonians battle Egypt, both sides suffer losses 
601 Judah decides to realign itself with Egypt
597 Jehoachin becomes Judah’s king 
597 Babylonians capture Jerusalem; second wave of deportation to Babylon 

from Judah:  EZEKIEL is taken captive to Babylon 
597 Zedekiah becomes Judah’s king 
593 EZEKIEL begins to prophesy 
586 The Babylonians destroy Jerusalem and the Temple; Jerusalem’s walls 

and gates are burned with fire; third wave of Jews deported to 
Babylon; end of First Temple Period; end of Judah’s monarchy 

585 EZEKIEL has a vision of a valley of dry bones
573 EZEKIEL makes his last vision of a restored Jerusalem, with a second 

Temple
c.570 EZEKIEL dies

WHAT IS A SUMMARY OF 
THE PROPHET EZEKIEL’S LIFE AND TIMES?



EZEKIEL, 
a Jewish Prophet 

of the Old Testament, 
1870,

by Heinz Tschanz-Hofmann



THE

END


