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COLLECT FOR THE EPIPHANY
6 January

O God,
who by the leading of a star
didst manifest thy only-begotten Son
to the peoples of the earth:

Lead us,
who know thee now by faith,
to thy presence,
where we may behold thy glory face to face;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God,
now and for ever.
Amen.

DAILY MORNING PRAYER I
OPENING SENTENCES FOR EPIPHANY
The Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy
rising. Isaiah 60:3

I will give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be
my salvation unto the end of the earth. Isaiah 49:6b
From the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the
same my Name shall be great among the Gentiles, and in
every place incense shall be offered unto my Name, and a
pure offering: for my Name shall be great among the heathen,
saith the Lord of hosts. Malachi 1:11

HOLY EUCHARIST I
PROPER PREFACE FOR EPIPHANY
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, thou hast caused a new light to
shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of thy glory in the face of thy Son
Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Adoration of the Magi, c.1896,
Biblical Magi stained glass window, Church of the Good Shepherd, Rosemont, PA

WHAT DOES THE WORD EPIPHAN

MEAN

1: an appearance or manifestation especially of a divine being
2a
(1): a usually sudden manifestation or perception of the essential nature
or meaning of something
(2): an intuitive grasp of reality through something (such as an event)
usually simple and striking
(3): an illuminating discovery, realization, or disclosure
2b: a revealing scene or moment

Epiphany is an Aha! moment. As a literary device, epiphany is the moment
when a character is suddenly struck with a life-changing realization that
changes the rest of the story.

WHAT IS THE EPIPHAN
Epiphany, with a capital E, is a Christian feast day that celebrates the
revelation of God incarnate as Jesus Christ. The 1979 Book of
Common Prayer classifies it as one of seven Principal Feasts. The
word is from Koine Greek epipháneia, meaning “manifestation,
“appearance, “showing forth, or “revelation.
In Western Christianity the feast principally
commemorates the Magi’s visit to the Christ
Child, and thus Jesus Christ's physical
manifestation to the Gentiles. It is sometimes
called Three Kings' Day, and in some traditions
celebrated as Little Christmas. The day was
called “The Feast of Lights.
The traditional date for the feast is 6 January.
However, since 1970, in some countries the civic
celebration is held on the Sunday after 1
January. Americans now know this date more as
the day when people unhappy with the
presidential election results attacked the U.S.
Capitol.

WHAT ENGLISH WORD MOST TYPIFIES THE EPIPHANY?
Christopher Wordsworth and Bland Tucker’s Hymn 135 in the Hymnal
1982 emphasizes the word “manifest in every stanza.
1.
Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise,
Manifested by the star
To the sages from afar;
Branch of royal David's stem
In thy birth at Bethlehem;
Praises be to thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.
2.
Manifest at Jordan's stream,
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
And at Cana, wedding guest,
In thy Godhead manifest;
Manifest in power divine,
Changing water into wine;
Praises be to thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.

3.
Manifest in making whole
Palsied limbs and fainting soul;
Manifest in valiant fight,
Quelling all the devil's might;
Manifest in gracious will,
Ever bringing good from ill;
Praises be to thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.
4.
Manifest on mountain height,
Shining in resplendent light,
Where disciples filled with awe
Thy transfigured glory saw.
When from there thou leddest them
steadfast to Jerusalem,
cross and Easter Day attest
God in man made manifest.

WHAT ARE THE MOST FAMILIAR EPIPHANY HYMNS?
Two very familiar Christmas carols associated with the Epiphany are
“As with gladness, men of old, written by William Chatterton Dix in
1860 as a response to the many legends that had grown up
surrounding the Magi, and “We Three Kings of Orient Are," written
by the Reverend John Henry Hopkins, Jr., then a deacon in the
Episcopal Church, who was instrumental in organizing an elaborate
holiday pageant (that featured this hymn) for the students of the
General Theological Seminary in New York City in 1857 while serving
as the seminary's music director.

WHAT IS EPIPHANYTIDE?
In many denominations the feast of the Epiphany also initiates the
Epiphany Season, sometimes known as Epiphanytide or simply the
Sundays After the Epiphany. This liturgical period immediately follows
the 12 days of the Christmas Season and ends at various points as
defined by the denomination. It may be a season of four to nine weeks.
It often goes through the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday. The length
of the season varies according to the date of Easter.
In Advent 2000, the Church of England, Mother Church of the Anglican
Communion, introduced into its liturgy an optional Epiphany Season
by approving the Common Worship series of services as an alternative
to those in the Book of Common Prayer, which remains the Church's
normative liturgy and in which no such liturgical season appears. An
official Church of England publication states: “The Christmas season is
often celebrated for twelve days, ending with the Epiphany.
Contemporary use has sought to express an alternative tradition, in
which Christmas lasts for a full forty days, ending with the Feast of the
Presentation on 2 February. It presents the latter part of this period as
the Epiphany Season, comprising the Sundays of Epiphany and ending
“only with the Feast of the Presentation (Candlemas).

WHAT IS EPIPHANYTIDE?
The Sundays After the Epiphany now end with the beginning of Lent with
the Last Sunday After the Epiphany devoted to the Transfiguration. It used
to end, before the 1979 Prayer Book, several Sundays before Lent with
three Pre-Lent Sundays.
Septuagesima Sunday was the bridge between the great Christmas and
Lenten seasons. Meaning “seventy in Latin, the time from that Sunday to
Easter Sunday is sixty-three days, which as one can see, does not translate
to a literal 70 days before Easter. This sort of rough arithmetic continued
for the next few weeks, as next Sunday brought Sexagesima Sunday
(actually 56 days), and the Sunday after brought Quinquagesima Sunday
(actually 49 days).

WHAT ARE SOME IMPORTANT HOLY DAYS
WITHIN THE EPIPHANY SEASON?
The first period of Ordinary Time (meaning ordinal [numbered]
time, not plain or common time) begins in many Western liturgical
settings on the day after the feast of the Baptism of Our Lord
(which normally falls on the First Sunday After the Epiphany). This
period continues to the Season of Lent.
But if one recognizes an Epiphany Season, it has several important
Holy Days within it. The First Sunday After the Epiphany is the
Baptism of Our Lord. 18 January is the Confession of St.Peter; 25
January is the Conversion of St.Paul; and 2 February is the
Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple (also known as Candlemas
and in popular culture as Groundhog Day).

Some other feast days honor Martin Luther King, Jr. (Martyr), John
Chrysostom (Bishop), Thomas Aquinas (Priest and Friar), Absalom
Jones (Priest), and Martin Luther (Reformer).

WHAT ARE THE EPIPHANY LITURGICAL COLORS?
The best-known symbols of Epiphany are the three wise men and
the star. The typical liturgical color for the Feast of the Epiphany is
white, and the typical color for the Epiphany Season is green.

White, the color of Jesus’ burial garments, is the color of
celebration, joy, and peace. With the color gold, white symbolizes
the greatest work of God in the world, Christ’s incarnation into this
world at Christmas, His Baptism and manifestations at the
Epiphany, and His triumph over death and evil at Easter.
Green, the color of revelatory experience, is the color of feasts
that celebrate God’s revelation to mankind. Epiphany, the short
season after Christmas, celebrates Christ’s revelation as the
Incarnate God, while the longer post-Pentecost season celebrates
the One Eternal God as revealed in the persons of the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. Many Sundays After Pentecost occur within the
late spring and summer months, when we see the natural world
grow green with leaves, vines, and crops. Therefore, green
symbolizes spiritual growth.

WHEN DID CELEBRATING THE EPIPHANY BEGIN?
The Epiphany is the second-oldest festival
of the Christian church. Only Easter is an
older observance.

The earliest Epiphany celebrations
occurred in the latter part of the 2nd
century when certain Gnostic heresies in
Egypt observed the day as the
manifestation of Jesus at His Baptism. They
chose 6 January to rival a great pagan
celebration honoring the birthday of Osiris
near the waters of the Nile and thus linked
Osiris with Jesus’ Baptism as did His first
miracle at Cana, turning water into wine,
since Osiris was often identified with
Dionysus, the god of wine.

WHEN DID CELEBRATING EPIPHANY BEGIN?
By the 4th century the Epiphany was celebrated in the Greek-speaking
eastern half of the Roman Empire as a feast to honor Jesus’ Baptism.
In the year 361 Ammianus Marcellinus (c.330-95), a Roman historian,
made the earliest reference to the Epiphany as a Christian feast.

He listed the holiday twice, which suggests a double feast of baptism
and birth. Jesus’ Baptism was originally assigned to the same date as
His Birth because Luke 3:23 was misread to mean that Jesus was
exactly 30 when he was baptized.
In the Latin-speaking West the holiday emphasized the Magi’s visit.
The Magi represented the non-Jewish peoples of the world, so this
was considered a "revelation to the gentiles."

WHAT IS TWELFTH NIGHT?
In many Western Christian Churches, the night before the Epiphany
feast is celebrated as Twelfth Night (Epiphany Eve). The first night of
Christmas is 25 26 December, and Twelfth Night is 5 6 January.

It is customary for Christians in many localities to remove their
Christmas decorations on this night.

WHAT WERE SOME ENGLISH TWELFTH NIGHT CUSTOMS?
Today Twelfth Night is still a day
for plays as when Shakespeare’s
Twelfth Night was first performed
in 1601, and annual celebrations
involving the extraordinary Holly
Man, the winter guise of
the Green Man (from pub signs,
pagan myths, and folklore),
decked in fantastic green garb
and evergreen foliage, who is
received with pipes blaring over
the River Thames.

WHAT WERE SOME ENGLISH TWELFTH NIGHT CUSTOMS?
In England Twelfth Night was a traditional time for mumming, a type
of folk play that combines music, dance, and sword fighting in
episodes involving the death and revival of a character or characters.
It was also a traditional time for the wassail, a beverage made from
hot mulled cider and spices, drunk traditionally as an integral part of
wassailing, an old English Yuletide drinking ritual and salutation either
involved in door-to-door charity-giving or used to ensure a good cider
apple harvest the following year.

The Yule log was left burning until this day, and the charcoal left was
kept until the next Christmas to kindle next year's Yule log, as well as
to protect the house from fire and lightning.
In the past, the feast of the Epiphany was also a day for playing
practical jokes, similar to April Fool’s Day.

WHAT WERE SOME ENGLISH TWELFTH NIGHT CUSTOMS?
A traditional dish for the Epiphany was Twelfth Cake, a rich, dense,
typically English fruitcake. Whoever found the baked-in bean was king
for a day, but other items were sometimes included in the cake.
Whoever found the clove was the villain, the twig, the fool, and the
rag, the tart.

Anything spicy or hot, like ginger snaps and spiced ale, was
considered proper Twelfth Night fare, recalling the costly spices
brought by the Wise Men.
Another English Epiphany sweetmeat was the traditional jam tart,
made appropriate to the occasion by being fashioned in the form of a
six-pointed star symbolizing the Star of Bethlehem, and thus called
Epiphany Tart. The discerning English cook sometimes tried to use
thirteen different colored jams on the tart on this day for luck,
creating a pastry resembling stained glass.

WH WAS EPIPHAN CALLED OLD CHRISTMAS
In the late 1500s, Pope Gregory XIII changed the calendar to match the
solar cycle more closely. Some countries resisted the change and kept the
flawed old Julian Calendar. It took nearly 200 years for England and
Scotland to come around.
When the Gregorian calendar was finally adopted in England in 1752,
many people, especially in rural areas, protested it for years to come and
celebrated “Old Christmas on what had then become 6 January.

About this time, many English and Scots were emigrating to the Americas
and settling in Appalachia. Some did not know about the change or
refused to adopt the new Gregorian Calendar and kept the extra 11 days
in their calendars. This meant that for them Christmas fell on 6 January
(New Style) rather than on 25 December. Over time, most Christians in
Appalachia started observing 25 December as Christmas. However, until
fairly recently, “Old Christmas was still celebrated in some rural areas of
West Virginia. The Amish have kept their tradition of celebrating “Old
Christmas while also adopting the mainstream 25 December Christmas
celebration.

WHAT WAS THE EPIPHANY OCTAVE?
Prior to the 1979 American Prayer Book, churches of the Anglican
tradition observed an eight-day feast beginning on 6 January.

The “octave was dropped when the decision was made to have the
First Sunday After the Epiphany commemorate the Baptism of our
Lord and the Second Sunday After the Epiphany commemorate
Christ’s first miracle of changing water into wine at the wedding
feast at Cana.

