Welcome
to OUR 48th VIRTUAL GSP class!

how we end worship.

HOW DO
EPISCOPALIANS END
A SERVICE OF WORSHIP?
Presented by Charles E.Dickson, Ph.D.

A PRAYER FOR PROTECTION
Assist us mercifully,
O Lord,
in these our supplications and prayers,
and dispose the way of thy servants
towards the attainment of everlasting salvation;
that,
among all the changes
and chances of this mortal life,
they may ever
be defended
by thy gracious and ready help;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

WHAT WAS THE USUAL ENDING OF AN EPISCOPAL SERVICE?
Until recently the last word of the liturgy was usually the “Amen”
after the Benediction, said by the congregation or sung by the choir,
usually using the simple twofold Dresden Amen (echoing the theme
in Richard Wagner’s Parsifal) or the more elaborate sevenfold
Amen of Sir John Stainer.
The last action of an Episcopal service was usually the
Extinguishing, when an acolyte would ceremoniously put out the
Office and Eucharistic Candles in the correct precise order.
This quenching of the Holy Flame would signal the members of the
“fire-worshiping” congregation that apparently Almighty God had
left the building and they were free to go.
Now the last words of the liturgy are usually said by the
congregation members when they thank God that they are
Dismissed, and rarely does any one seem to notice when the
candles are put out.

WHAT IS THE DISMISSAL?
The term Dismissal comes from the Latin Ite, missa est, which may be
translated as “Go, it is the sending.” The English word “Mass” comes from
the Latin word missa, which means to be “sent” and is related to the
English word “mission.” The liturgy does not simply come to an end at the
Dismissal. Those assembled are sent forth to bring Christ to the world.
With the 1979 Prayer Book, the Episcopal Church allowed the Dismissal to
conclude the Holy Eucharist Rite I and required it at the end of the Holy
Eucharist Rite II. The Eucharist is now the usual principal Sunday morning
service.
There are four alternate texts. To each the people respond: “Thanks be to
God.” During the fifty days of Easter, they add “alleluia, alleluia” to the
Dismissal and its response. At GSP the alleluias are always added, except
during penitential seasons.

A deacon (or the presider if no deacon is present) ends the Eucharistic
liturgy by dismissing the people. The Dismissal is part of the deacon's
liturgical function of making announcements, exhorting, and aiding the
active participation of the people.

WHAT ARE THE DISMISSALS?
The 1979 Prayer Book provides four Dismissals, which are not
accompanied with any suggestions about times of year to use them.
1)“Let us go forth in the Name of Christ” is perhaps the most
straight-forward dismissal. The word “Name” is capitalized because
“the Name of Christ” or of God is of particular theological
significance. The Name, in ancient understanding, is representative
of the power, authority, even presence, of the one named.
Regarding both the Tabernacle (or Tent of Meeting) and the Temple
in Jerusalem, God said he would make his Name dwell there. So
when we depart in the Name of Christ, the implication is that we
carry Christ with us, out from the church gathering and into the
ordinary world around us.
2)“Go in peace to love and serve the Lord” is more like a “mission
statement reminder,” giving the people particular instructions on
their way out. The call to love and service may make this dismissal
particularly appropriate in penitential seasons, when there are
concrete spiritual disciplines being preached from the pulpit, or
otherwise commended in the lessons.

WHAT ARE THE DISMISSALS?
3)“Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Holy
Spirit” is the longest and most specific dismissal. It sends us out into the
world and suggests a continued life of worship. Rather than centering us
on Christ, though, this dismissal centers us on the Holy Spirit. This makes
it particularly appropriate for the Day of Pentecost and other occasions
that share that emphasis.
4)“Let us bless the Lord” is a stark and brief dismissal suggesting that this
is an appropriate dismissal for Holy Week services or when the people
are not to leave. This simplest of dismissals may find its natural home in
brief weekday Communion services or the ordinary Sundays of the postPentecost season. It is also found at the end of the Daily Offices. “Bless”
means “Give thanks.”

WHAT IS THE ENDING FOR THE HOLY EUCHARIST?
The classic Episcopal liturgy had no Dismissal and ended with a
Benediction concluded with “Amen.”
Blessings (like the Absolution) developed during a period in church
history when most in the congregation were not receiving
communion during the Eucharist.
Now that the baptized normally receive communion at each
celebration of the Eucharist, a blessing as a substitute for
communion may no longer be necessary.
This is recognized in the 1979 Prayer Book, where no form of
blessing is required in the Rite II Eucharistic liturgies prior to the
Dismissal.
All four Rite II Eucharistic prayers, however, still allow a blessing at
the end of the service prior to the Dismissal.
.

WHAT IS THE ENDING FOR THE HOLY EUCHARIST?
Although the present Book of Common Prayer does not prescribe a
form of blessing to be used by a bishop or priest prior to the Dismissal
in Rite II Eucharistic liturgies, it does prescribe two in Rite I.

The first begins with a remnant of giving the Peace that was dropped
from earlier versions of the Prayer Book.
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing:
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be
amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen.
or this:
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, then may dismiss the people.

The implication is that the Dismissal is not required in Rite I.

The Latin gesture of benediction
as seen in
Christ Giving His Blessing,
1478,
by Hans Memling

WHAT DOES THE ENGLISH WORD “BLESS” MEAN?
The English word “bless” is related to
the English word “blood.”

It
comes
from
the
Middle
English blessen, from the Old
English blētsian, blēdsian (“to
consecrate (with blood)”).
This comes from the ProtoGermanic *blōþisōną (“to sprinkle,
mark or hallow with blood”).
This in turn comes ultimately from
the Proto-Indo-European *bhlo-to(“to gush, spurt”), from *bhol-*bhlēdh, bhlō(w)- (“to thrive, flourish,
bloom”).

WHAT DOES THE ENGLISH WORD “BLESS” MEAN?
The English word “bless” has a variety of meanings:
To honor as holy.
To make holy by religious rite.
To sanctify.
To endow, as with talent.
To make or declare holy by a spoken formula or a sign.
To hallow.
To consecrate.
To make the sign of the cross over.
To favor or endow (with).
To confer well-being or prosperity on.
To make happy or prosperous.
To gladden.
To think (oneself) happy.
To congratulate (oneself).
To keep or protect from harm, evil, etc.
To make something blessed.
To confer blessing upon.
To ask divine favor for.
To praise or glorify.

WHAT IS A BENEDICTION?
A benediction (Latin: bene, well + dicere, to speak) is
a prayer of blessing pronounced by a bishop or priest
at the end of an Episcopal service. In a general
sense, it may refer to any prayer given by any one to
close a meeting or gathering.

During the examination for the ordination of a priest,
the Bishop tells the ordinand that one of a priest’s
tasks is “to pronounce God's blessing.”
The following benediction, often used at GSP, was
adapted from the Swiss poet Henri Frédéric Amiel
(1821-81):
Life is short, and we do not have much time to
gladden the hearts of those with whom we travel the
way, so be swift to love, and make haste to be kind,
and may the blessing of God Creator, Liberator, and
Sustainer be with you this day and forevermore.

Here is his original quotation:

Life is short and we have never too much time for
gladdening the hearts of those who are travelling the
dark journey with us. Oh be swift to love, make haste
to be kind.

The Latin gesture of benediction
as seen in the coat of arms
of Heiligenkreuz Abbey

WHY HAVE A BENEDICTION?
For many people a church service can be a spiritual oasis. Taking part
in worship, surrounded by fellow brothers and sisters in the Faith,
orients our lives toward God. Worship reminds us that we are people
created in God’s own image as we experience the assurance of
Christ’s unyielding love and constant presence.
After any church service the time will always come when we need to
step back into the world. We go back to our homes with the leaky
faucets and over-due bills; we go back to our work with the awaiting
deadlines and tasks. As we exit the church doors, it can be easy to
feel that this spiritual oasis is now behind us.
Although it is possible to see the benediction as nothing more than
an appropriate way to end a religious service, the benediction is not
simply a fancy concluding prayer but a profound act of
empowerment and sending. It declares a reality for our lives, a
reality bestowed upon us in that moment.

The Latin gesture of benediction
as seen in the
Salvator Mundi, c.1504,
by Albrecht Dürer

WHY HAVE A BENEDICTION?
The benediction is often a call for God’s triune presence to surround the
individual or the congregation. It is an authoritative pronouncement of
God’s presence, favor, and activity. It is a statement made, not a request
asked. Its purpose is to declare a spiritual fact about our lives.
The benediction is a statement that describes the spiritual atmosphere
that should encapsulate our lives. Upon hearing it, no one should doubt
God’s intimate and loving care. It is a reality we are invited to experience
that very moment.
The end of a church service is not simply the time to return into the
dynamics of worldly life, it is also a point of sending. Having received the
benediction, we are to go out into the world with the divine mandate to
bear witness to the Resurrection. Each time a church service ends, we are
commissioned for ministry and mission. Thus, the benediction reminds us
that we do not live our Christian lives in our own power. The Holy Spirit
empowers us to bear witness to the love and grace of Jesus.

The Rev. Adrian Dannhauser,
associate rector of Manhattan’s
Church of the Incarnation, stands
outside the church doors in her
vestments every Tuesday morning
for a half an hour with a sign that
says “Ask me for a blessing. God’s
grace is meant to be shared.” She
says:
It's a surprisingly intimate
experience. Coming before God
with a complete stranger, united
by a shared and often fervent
desire for the Holy Spirit to move
in that person's life. There is no
pretense on either side. No need to
impress. Prayer cuts through all
our superficiality, right down to
the heart of getting real about our
need for God. This is where grace
abounds. Grace from God that is
meant to be shared by those who
gather in God's name.

WHAT IS A BLESSING?
A liturgical blessing is a sacerdotal pronouncement of God's love and
favor, addressed to one or more persons.
The deacon may be blessed by the celebrant before reading or
singing the gospel at the Eucharist.
Individuals may also be blessed by a bishop or priest outside the
context of a liturgy for pastoral reasons.

WHAT IS A BLESSING?
A blessing may also be used to consecrate or dedicate something to holy use.
The celebrant blesses the water to be used in baptism.

The celebrant blesses the Eucharistic elements in the prayer of consecration.
The Book of Common Prayer provides a form for the blessing of oil for the
Anointing of the Sick and for the bishop’s consecration of the oil of chrism for
use in Holy Baptism.

Wedding rings may be blessed at the Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage.
At the Lighting of the Paschal candle in the Great Vigil of Easter, the new fire
is blessed.
The Book of Occasional Offices 2018 provides forms for the blessing of a
home, the dedication of church furnishings and ornaments, and many other
blessings.
Other items for use in or out of the church may be blessed for pastoral
reasons.

WHAT ARE SOME OFFICIAL ADVENT BLESSINGS?
The Book of Occasional Offices 2018 provides Seasonal Blessings,
which may be used by a bishop or priest when a blessing is
appropriate. Here are the ones suggested for Advent:
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among
us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you
free from all sin.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await [Jesus
Christ], make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second
Advent be rewarded with unending life.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever.
or this:
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness
from before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.

WHAT ARE SOME OFFICIAL CHRISTMAS SEASON BLESSINGS?
The Book of Occasional Offices 2018 provides Christmas Season
Blessings:
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless
you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your
heart with the light of his holiness.
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s
birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth
to heaven, give you his peace and favor.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever.
or this:
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and
heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and
remain with you always.

WHAT IS AN OFFICIAL CRÈCHE BLESSING?
The Book of Occasional Offices 2018 provides a Crèche Blessing:
Almighty God, who in the Incarnation of your Son has revealed to us the
holiness of creation, be pleased to bless and hallow this image of his sacred
birth, so that those who gaze upon it may behold this mystery, whereby
humanity shares in your very nature; through Christ our Lord.

WHAT ARE SOME OFFICIAL EPIPHANY BLESSINGS?
The Book of Occasional Offices 2018 provides Epiphany Blessings:
For use from the feast of the Epiphany through the following Sunday; and
on the Second Sunday after the Epiphany in Year C:
May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find
the Christ, the Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find
the Lord.
May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only- begotten at his
baptism in the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to
the waters of new birth.
May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast
at Cana, transform your lives and make glad your hearts.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you for ever.
or this:
May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a
light to the world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.

WHAT ARE SOME OFFICIAL LENTEN BLESSINGS?
The Book of Occasional Offices 2018 provides Lenten Blessings:
Ash Wednesday
Grant, most merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace, that
they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve you with a quiet mind;
through Christ our Lord.
Lent 1
Grant, Almighty God, that your people may recognize their weakness and
put their whole trust in your strength, so that they may rejoice for ever in
the protection of your loving providence; through Christ our Lord.
Lent 2
Keep this your family, Lord, with your never-failing mercy, that relying solely
on the help of your heavenly grace, they may be upheld by your divine
protection; through Christ our Lord.

WHAT ARE SOME MORE OFFICIAL LENTEN BLESSINGS?
Lent 3
Look mercifully on this your family, Almighty God, that by your great
goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore; through Christ our
Lord.

Lent 4
Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel before you; and grant
that those whom you have nourished by your Word and Sacraments may
bring forth fruit worthy of repentance; through Christ our Lord.
Lent 5
Look with compassion, O Lord, upon this your people; that, rightly observing
this holy season, they may learn to know you more fully, and to serve you
with a more perfect will; through Christ our Lord.
From Palm Sunday through Maundy Thursday
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom
our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of
sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and
ever.

WHAT ARE SOME OFFICIAL EASTER SEASON BLESSINGS?
The Book of Occasional Offices 2018 provides Easter Season Blessings:
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children
through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches
of his blessing.
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into
newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for
ever.
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting
freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you for ever.
or this:
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,
the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting
covenant [Hebrews 13:20], make you perfect in every good work to do his
will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always.

WHAT ARE SOME OFFICIAL ASCENSION DAY BLESSINGS?
The Book of Occasional Offices 2018 provides Ascension Day
Blessings:
God the Father, who has given to his Son the name above every name,
strengthen you to proclaim Jesus the Christ, the Son of God.
God the Son, our great high priest, who has passed into the heavens,
clothe you with power from on high.
God the Holy Spirit, who pours out abundant gifts upon the Church,
make you faithful followers of the risen Christ.
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
or this:
May the risen Christ who has passed into the heavens clothe you with
power from on high and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.

WHAT ARE SOME OFFICIAL PENTECOST BLESSINGS?
The Book of Occasional Offices 2018 provides Day of Pentecost
Blessings:
May Almighty God, who enlightened the minds of the disciples by pouring
out upon them the Holy Spirit, make you rich with his blessing, that you may
abound more and more in that Spirit for ever.
May God, who sent the Holy Spirit as a flame of fire that rested upon the
heads of the disciples, burn out all evil from your hearts, and make them
shine with the pure light of his presence.
May God, who by the Holy Spirit caused those of many tongues to proclaim
Jesus as Lord, strengthen your faith and send you out to bear witness to him
in word and deed.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
upon you and remain with you for ever.
or this:
May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, giving you grace to confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, and to proclaim the wonderful works of God; and
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always.

WHAT ARE SOME OFFICIAL TRINITY SUNDAY BLESSINGS?
The Book of Occasional Offices 2018 provides Blessings for the
First Sunday after Pentecost (Trinity Sunday):
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
The Lord God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the holy and
undivided Trinity, guard you, save you, and bring you to that heavenly
City, where he lives and reigns for ever and ever.
or this:
May God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend
you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace; and the blessing
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among
you, and remain with you always.

WHAT ARE SOME OFFICIAL ST.FRANCIS DAY BLESSINGS?
The Book of Occasional Offices 2018 provides Blessings for St.Francis Day
/ Blessing of Animals:
N., May God who created and preserves you bless, defend, heal, and keep
you, this day and always.
Or the animals may be blessed collectively, using this prayer:
Almighty and everlasting God, Creator of all things and Giver of all life: Let
your blessing be upon these and all animals. May our love and care for them
reflect your compassion and safekeeping of all creation. Grant these animals
health, peace, and safety. Strengthen us to love and care for them following
the good example of Francis of Assisi, through Jesus Christ our Savior.

WHAT ARE SOME OFFICIAL ALL SAINTS BLESSINGS?
The Book of Occasional Offices 2018 provides All Saints Blessings:
May Almighty God, to whose glory we celebrate this festival of all the
Saints, be now and evermore your guide and companion in the way.
May God, who has bound us together in the company of the elect, in this
age and the age to come, attend to the prayers of his faithful servants on
your behalf, as he hears your prayers for them.
May God, who has given us, in the lives of his saints, patterns of holy living
and victorious dying, strengthen your faith and devotion, and enable you to
bear witness to the truth against all adversity.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you for ever.
or this:
May God give you grace to follow his saints in faith and hope and love; and
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always.

WHAT IS A BLESSING FOR A PREGNANT WOMAN?
The Book of Occasional Offices 2018 provides a form for the
Blessing of a Pregnant Woman, which may be done privately.
Blessed are you, Lord God. You have blessed the union of N. and N.
Blessed are you, Lord God. May your blessing be upon N. and the
child she carries.
Blessed are you, Lord God. May this time of pregnancy be for N.
and N. months of drawing nearer to you and to one another.
Blessed are you, Lord God. May N. and N.’s experience of birth be
full of awe and wonder and the joy of sharing in your creation.
Blessed are you, Lord God. Let the fullness of your blessing be
upon those whom we bless in your Name: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.

Pope Francis delivering his blessing
to the faithful from his studio window
overlooking St.Peter's Square
at the Vatican, 2015.

WHAT IS AN AARONIC BLESSING?
The Aaronic blessing is a prayer of blessing drawn from Numbers
6:24-26:

This is an optional blessing at the close of an Order of Worship for the
Evening and is provided as a Seasonal Blessing by the Book of
Occasional Services for Trinity Sunday. The form of committal in the
Burial of the Dead Office is an adaptation of the Aaronic Blessing.

The Latin gesture of benediction
as seen in
Christ Blessing, c.1560, by Titian

The Latin gesture of benediction
as seen in the Hand of God
in the 11th-century codex
of St.Gregory the Great's
Moralia in Job
from Bamberg

WHAT IS THE BENEDICTION
OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT?
The Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament is
a service of devotion to the Blessed
Sacrament. In this service a large Host is
placed in the “luna” of a “monstrance” on
the Altar so that the Host is visible to the
congregation. The Host is censed while in the
monstrance and used to bless the
congregation by making the sign of the cross
over the people. This service includes prayers
and one or more hymns that emphasize the
Incarnation and Christ's real presence in the
Eucharist. The Host is returned to the
tabernacle at the end of the service.
The Book of Common Prayer makes no
provision for the Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament, but it may be found in AngloCatholic parishes.

WHAT ARE THE OPTIONS FOR ENDING
MORNING PRAYER I AND EVENING PRAYER I?
Then may be said:
Let us bless [give thanks to] the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
From Easter Day through the Day of Pentecost “Alleluia, alleluia” may be added to
the preceding versicle and response.
The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following [prayers]:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore.
Amen. [2 Corinthians 13:14, sometimes called the pre-eminent
apostolic benediction]
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in
believing
through the
power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
[Romans 15:13]
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus
for ever and ever. Amen. [Ephesians 3:20,21]

WHAT IS THE ENDING FOR COMPLINE?
Guide us waking, O Lord,
and guard us sleeping;
that awake we may watch with Christ,
and asleep we may rest in peace.
In Easter Season, add: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
The Officiant: Let us bless [give thanks to] the Lord.
People:

Thanks be to God.

The Officiant concludes [with this prayer]:
The almighty and merciful Lord,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless us and keep us. Amen.

WHAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE ENDING
FOR THE HOLY BAPTISM SERVICE?
If there is no celebration of the Eucharist, the service continues with
the Lord’s Prayer. The celebrant then says:
All praise and thanks to you, most merciful Father, for
adopting us as your own children, for incorporating us into
your holy Church, and for making us worthy to share in the
inheritance of the saints in light; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Alms may be received and presented, and other prayers may be added,
concluding with this prayer:
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from
whom every family in heaven and earth is named, grant you
to be strengthened with might by his Holy Spirit, that, Christ
dwelling in your hearts by faith, you may be filled with all the
fullness of God. Amen.

WHAT IS THE LAST OF THE ADDITIONAL
PRAYERS IN THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD OFFICE I?
Almighty God, Father of mercies and giver of comfort:
Deal graciously, we pray thee, with all those who mourn, that
casting every care on thee, they may know the consolation of
thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WHAT IS THE BLESSING IN A PRIVATE CONFESSION?
Rather than at the end, the Reconciliation of a Penitent, Form One,
starts with a blessing of the penitent by the priest.
The Penitent begins:
Bless me, for I have sinned.
The Priest says:
The Lord be in your heart and upon your lips that you may truly
and humbly confess your sins: In the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

WHAT IS AN OLD CELTIC BLESSING?

WHAT ARE SOME BIBLICAL BLESSINGS?

WHAT ARE SOME BIBLICAL BLESSINGS?

WHAT ARE SOME BIBLICAL BLESSINGS?
The last verse in the Holy Bible is a benediction:

WHAT ARE SOME BLESSINGS IN THE EPISTLES?

The shortest benediction in the Bible is that of 3 John:
Peace be with you.

In Colossians:
Grace be with you. Amen.

In Titus:
Grace be with you all. Amen.

In 1 Peter:
Peace be with you all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.

WHAT ARE SOME BLESSINGS IN THE EPISTLES?
In 1 Timothy:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.

In Philemon:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

In 2 Timothy :
The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.

In Romans, Philippians, and 2 Thessalonians:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

In 1 Corinthians:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

In 1 Thessalonians it is the same, with the addition of the amen.

In Galatians:
Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

In Ephesians:
Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.

WHAT ARE SOME BLESSINGS IN THE EPISTLES?

WHAT ARE SOME BLESSINGS IN THE EPISTLES?

WHAT ARE SOME BLESSINGS IN THE EPISTLES?

WHAT ARE SOME BLESSINGS IN THE EPISTLES?

THE
END

