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the Church and the State

AS WE BEGIN A NEW AMERICAN PRESIDENCY
IT IS FITTING THAT WE EXAMINE
THE RELATIONSHIP OF . . .
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O Lord our Governor,
whose glory is in all the world:
We commend this nation to thy merciful care,
that, being guided by thy Providence,
we may dwell secure in thy peace.
Grant to the President of the United States,
the Governor of this State (or Commonwealth),
and to all in authority,
wisdom and strength to know and to do thy will.
Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness,
and make them ever mindful of their calling
to serve this people in thy fear;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God,
world without end. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ALL IN CIVIL AUTHORITY
This prayer, only slightly suggested by one for the English monarch,
was added to the 1928 American BCP during Morning Prayer as an
alternative to the more royally crafted English prayer used for the
U.S.President. It makes allusions to a Psalm and to Isaiah.
With the English Reformation praying for the king came first among
the intercessions before praying for the clergy and people.
In the independent United States since the Revolution, the Episcopal
Church has not had a formal link with the government but its prayer
for the U.S.President was modeled on the one for the English monarch
and was retained in the BCP through the 1928 edition (due to
President Wilson’s tragic illness when liturgists were making basic
decisioons). It was usually said during Morning Prayer and Evening
Prayer.
In the 1979 BCP the more monarchial prayer was eliminated and this
alternative prayer for the President of the United States and all in Civil
Authority was no longer in the Daily Office but now hidden away in
the Prayers for National Life.

THE CHURCH’S EARLY RECOGNITION OF THE STATE
The custom of offering prayers for civil rulers is one of the most
ancient traditions of Christian worship. During times of persecution
the prayer was mainly for peace.
Here is one Biblical example:
First of all, then, I urge that
supplications,
prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for everyone, for kings
and all who are in high positions,
so that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and
dignity.
This is right and is
acceptable in the sight of God our
Savior, who desires everyone to
be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. (1 Tim.
2:1-4)

In 325 we have an example of the state and church working together
when Constantine, the Roman Emperor, presided at the Council of
Nicaea where church leaders were making the Trinity a basic
doctrine.

A PRAYER FOR THE QUEEN’S MAJESTY
The following prayer is typical of the prayer for the monarch in a
service in the Established Church of England:
O Lord our heavenly Father, high and mighty, King of kings, Lord of
lords, the only Ruler of princes, who dost from thy throne behold all the
dwellers upon earth: Most heartily we beseech thee with thy favour to
behold our most gracious Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth; and so
replenish her with the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that she may alway
incline to thy will, and walk in thy way: Endue her plenteously with
heavenly gifts; grant her in health and wealth long to live; strengthen
her that she may vanquish and overcome all her enemies; and finally
after this life she may attain everlasting joy and felicity; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

RITE I PRAYERS FOR THE GOVERNMENT

With Independence, the American Church continued praying for the new
head of state as previously the Church had prayed for the monarch.
The Great Litany was the first service in English and the 1979 American
BCP still echoes the original royal authority:
That it may please thee so to rule the hearts of thy
servants, the President of the United States (or of
this nation), and all others in authority, that they
may do justice, and love mercy, and walk in the
ways of truth,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

The Prayers of the People in the Holy Eucharist I of the
1979 American BCP likewise continue the original
emphasis on governmental authority, except it is no
longer mentioned before the clergy:
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear
the authority of government in this and every land
[especially
], that they may be led to wise
decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the
world.

RITE II PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR THE GOVERNMENT
The Prayers of the People in the Rite II Eucharist of the 1979 American
BCP offers intercession for the nation and all in authority without
emphasizing the President as previous American prayer books had done:

Form I mentions the President but goes beyond the American Nation:
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in
authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Form II does not specify the American President or Nation:
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations;
and for the well-being of all people.
Pray for justice and peace.

Form III does not specify the American President or Nation:
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations
of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

RITE II PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR THE GOVERNMENT
Form IV speaks of Peoples and Nations, not of Presidents or
Governments:
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the
ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another
and serve the common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Form V does not specify the American Government:
For those in positions of public trust
[especially
],
that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and
freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Form VI does not specify Governments:
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

HISTORY OF ENGLISH CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS
Henry VIII adopted the title
“defender of the faith,” given to
him by Pope Leo X in 1521, and his
successors have used it ever since.
In 1534 the Act of Supremacy
acknowledged that Henry VIII was
“the only supreme head of the
Church of England called Anglicana
Ecclesia.”
Elizabeth I changed the title of head
to supreme governor because Christ
is the true head of the church.
Monarchs from the time of the
Glorious Revolution of 1688 may not
succeed to the throne unless they
are in communion with the
Established Church of England.

CURRENT CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS IN THE U.K.
In the 21st century the number of British people defining themselves
as non-religious is growing and the number identifying with the
Established Church of England is shrinking, but the United Kingdom
still maintains a God-ordained monarchy pledged to preserve the
privileges of a religious institution rejected by a majority of its
population.
Interlinking church and state since the Reformation is the monarch’s
assumed role as both head of state and supreme governor of the
Established Church of England.
The current monarch, Elizabeth II,
promised in her coronation
oath to
maintain
and
preserve
inviolably the settlement of
the Church of England, and
the
doctrine,
worship,
discipline, and government
thereof, as by law established
in England.

DETAILS OF THE PRESENT CHURCH-STATE CONNECTION IN THE U.K.
• On the recommendation of the Prime Minister, the
monarch still makes the formal appointment of
archbishops, bishops, and deans.
• There are Anglican prayers at the start of parliamentary
business each day.
• Parliament still needs to approve major church laws.
• The Established Church of England is still required to
minister to the whole population, with the entire country
divided into C of E parishes.
• Its bishops and priests are responsible for performing
state weddings and funerals, acts of remembrances,
memorial services, and services on other grand occasions.
• There are still 26 seats in the House of Lords reserved for Anglican bishops.
These Lords Spiritual have a significant influence when they vote as a bloc on
certain issues. (The only other country to guarantee seats in its legislature for
clerics is Iran.)
• By law all prisons in England have to have Established Church of England
chaplains; there are similar arrangements for the armed forces.
• Every five years since 1970 Elizabeth II formally opens each new session of
the General Synod (the church's governing body). Their legislation is subject
to Parliamentary veto and receives Royal Assent as Acts of Parliament.

REACTIONS TO THE CURRENT CHURCH-STATE CONNECTION IN THE U.K.
A 2011 study found that just 29% of Anglican clergy favored preserving
the current status, with 44% wanting looser ties. A third of Anglican lay
members also backed disestablishment.
The Very Rev.John Hall, Dean of Westminster Abbey, rejects the
suggestion that the Established Church of England has a privileged
status.
It’s a matter of service. The C of E exists to serve the people of the nation,
and the bishops in the House of Lords are there for service. The Christian
church and Christian culture formed this country and made it who we are.
It’s an absolutely fundamental part of our make-up. . . . Bishops know their
communities in a way not many other people do. They are able to bring to
discussions in the House of Lords the experience of their dioceses. They can
relate to, draw together and connect with all communities. And they’re 26
out of about 800; it’s not a particular problem and it does bring particular
benefits.

The Rt.Rev.Alan Wilson, Bishop of Buckingham, said the meaning of an
established church had been
hollowing out for about 200 years. The C of E has become more churchy,
and the state has become more secular.

THE CURRENT BRITISH MONARCH’S REACTION
Elizabeth II publicly addressed the issue of establishment in her 2012
speech at Lambeth Palace, the London residence of the archbishop of
Canterbury. She said:
The concept of our established church is occasionally misunderstood and,
I believe, commonly under-appreciated. Its role is not to defend
Anglicanism to the exclusion of other religions. Instead, the church has a
duty to protect the free practice of all faiths in this country. . . .Woven
into the fabric of this country, the church has helped to build a better
society.

EARLY AMERICAN CHURCH-STATE CONNECTIONS
On the eve of the Revolutionary War, nine
of the 13 American colonies supported
official religions with public taxes.
Moreover, in these colonies, the
government dictated “correct” religious
belief and methods of worship. Religious
dissenters were discriminated against,
disqualified from holding public office,
exiled, fined, jailed, beaten, mutilated, and
sometimes even executed.
The Church of England was the sole established church in New York
and in all five Southern colonies.
Other protestant Christian churches were established in the towns of
New England. Each town chose by majority vote one Protestant church
to be supported by taxpayers

Only Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware did not
have a system linking church and state.

EARLY AMERICAN CHURCH-STATE CONNECTIONS
The Church of England was the only officially recognized church in
the colony of Virginia. Virginia taxpayers supported this church
through a religion tax. Only Anglican clergymen could lawfully
conduct marriages. Non-Anglicans had to get permission (a license)
from the colonial government to preach.
During the Revolutionary War, all Southern states ended the Church
of England’s monopoly on religion, but they continued to support
financially Christian churches in general.

A year after Thomas Jefferson drafted the
Declaration of Independence, he wrote a
bill on religious freedom for his home
state of Virginia, proposing that Virginia
end all tax support of religion and
recognize the natural right of all persons
to believe as they wish. He introduced his
bill to the Virginia Assembly in 1779, but
state lawmakers did not consider the
matter of church and state until after the
Revolutionary War.

EARLY VIRGINIAN CHURCH-STATE CONNECTIONS
In 1784 Patrick Henry submitted a bill that called for a tax
supporting all Christian churches in Virginia. James Madison argued
that religion is a duty owed only to the Creator and thus
must be left to the conviction and conscience of every man; and it is
the right of every man to exercise it as these may dictate. This right is
in its nature an unalienable right.

He then reintroduced Jefferson's bill, which called for severing all
ties between the state of Virginia and religion.
The Baptists, Presbyterians, Quakers, and
other “dissenting” faiths of Anglican
Virginia aided Madison in his fight for
disestablishment and in 1786 Jefferson's
Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom
became law. This was the first time that a
government anywhere in the world had
acted to separate religion from the state.

RELIGION AT THE NEW NATION’S BEGINNING
At the end of the Revolutionary War the United States signed the
Treaty of Paris with Great Britain that was promulgated "in the name
of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity." It credited “Divine
Providence” with having disposed the two parties to “forget all past
misunderstandings” and was dated “in the year of our Lord 1783.”
In the collect for Independence
Day we pray to the Lord God
Almighty that it was in his
Name that
the founders of this country
won liberty for themselves
and for us, and lit the torch of
freedom for nations then
unborn.

RELIGION AT THE NEW NATION’S BEGINNING
As written in 1787, the U.S. Constitution’s
only mention of religion was to prohibit
any religious requirement for holding
federal office.
When the First Congress met in 1789 (the
year when the Episcopal Church was
officially organized), Madison proposed a
series of amendments to the Constitution
with the opening words of the First
Amendment declaring that,
Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof. . . .

Ratified in 1791, the First Amendment's prohibition originally only
limited the legislative powers of Congress regarding religion. It did not
limit the states regarding religion. Consequently, seven states
(including newly admitted Vermont) continued to assess taxes to
support Christian churches. State laws also frequently required public
officeholders to be Christians, denied the vote to non-Christians, and
enforced the Christian Sabbath.

AMERICAN CHURCH-STATE CONNECTIONS
Gradually, all states followed the lead of Virginia in ending religion taxes.
Massachusetts in 1833 was the last of the original 13 states to do this.
When Thomas Jefferson became president in 1801, he wrote a letter to
the Baptists of Danbury, Connecticut to explain his views on religion and
remarked that the establishment clause built “a wall of separation
between Church and State.”
Not until the 20th century did the U.S.Supreme Court apply most of the
Bill of Rights to the states.
In 1947 the Supreme Court attempted to define the First Amendment’s
“establishment of religion” clause. Justice Hugo Black, writing for the
court, held:
Neither a state nor the Federal Government can set up a church. Neither
can pass laws which aid one religion, aid all religions, or prefer one religion
over another. . . . In the words of Thomas Jefferson, the clause against the
establishment of religion by law was intended to erect a “wall of separation
between Church and State.” [Everson v. Board of Education (1947).]

INFLUENCE OF EPISCOPALIANS
The Episcopal Church has often been seen as the
religious institution most closely associated with
the American establishment, producing many of
the nation’s most important leaders in politics,
business, science, law, the arts, and education.
Episcopalians tend to be wealthier and more
educated than most other religious groups in the
United States.
Old money in the United States is typically
associated
with
White
Anglo-Saxon
Protestant (“WASP”) status, in particularly with the
Episcopal and Presbyterian Church.
According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research
Center, Episcopalians rank as the third wealthiest
religious group in the United States, with 35% of
Episcopalians living in households with incomes of
at least $100,000.
In America’s older cities Episcopal churches are
prominent.

EPISCOPALIAN INFLUENCE IN GOVERNMENT
One of the curious aspects of the U.S.Presidency is the
disproportionate religious affiliations of Presidents, compared to the
U.S. population as a whole, with the Episcopal Church leading the
list.
The Episcopal Church is a small--and shrinking--Protestant
denomination. Only about 1% of U.S. adults now identify as
Episcopalians. The two largest religious bodies in the U.S. are the
Roman Catholic Church and the Southern Baptist Convention.
Nevertheless, more Presidents have been members of the Episcopal
Church than any other body. Eleven or more of the 46 Presidents
have been Episcopalians. Several of the nation’s earliest presidents,
including George Washington, James Madison, and James Monroe,
were Episcopalians. But since the death of Franklin Delano Roosevelt
in 1945, the only two Episcopalian presidents have been Gerald Ford
and George H.W. Bush. Eleven of the 49 Vice-Presidents have been
Episcopalian.
In the current 117th United States Congress there are 17
Episcopalian Representatives of the 435 Representatives and 4
Episcopalian Senators of the 100 Senators.

THE CHURCH’S OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
Located on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC, the Episcopal Church’s
Office of Government Relations plays a key role in carrying out the
Episcopal Church’s mission as a non-established church. It brings the
experiences and values of its beliefs into decisions about the
nation’s public policy, represents the Church’s policy priorities to the
U.S. government, and helps shape the discussion of political issues
throughout the Church.
The OGR aims to influence policy and legislation on critical issues,
highlighting the voices and experiences of Episcopalians and
Anglicans globally. It focuses particularly on federal policy that
addresses domestic, international, and immigration and refugee
issues.

THE CHURCH’S OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
The Episcopal Church’s Office of Government Relations reminds
Congress of Jesus’ teachings and values. Its specific areas of
advocacy include efforts to raise the minimum wage, repeal
mandatory sentencing and provide reentry programs, address
climate change at home and around the world, protect the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge, support LGBT nondiscrimination policies,
assert the right of all individuals to health care, and promote federal
nutrition programs that address hunger nationally.
All OGR policy positions are based on General Convention and
Executive Council resolutions, the Episcopal Church’s legislative and
governing bodies.
The OGR works to educate, equip,
and engage Episcopalians through
the Episcopal Public Policy
Network (EPPN), its grassroots
network of Episcopalians around
the country who are concerned
with issues relating to justice and
peace.

THE SO-CALLED NATIONAL CATHEDRAL IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
In 1893 the U.S. Congress chartered what is officially called the
Cathedral Church of St.Peter and St.Paul but usually simply the
National Cathedral. It has many links with the U.S. Government.
Episcopalians
began
construction of this 14thcentury English Gothic style
building on Mount St.Alban
(the highest point in the
city) in 1907 when President
Theodore Roosevelt laid its
cornerstone. The "final
finial" was placed in the
presence
of
George
H.W.Bush, our most recent
Episcopalian President, in
1990.

It is sometimes
“America’s Church.”

called

THE SO-CALLED NATIONAL CATHEDRAL IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
Pierre L’Enfant’s “Plan of the Federal City (1792)
specified a site for a "great church for national
purposes." From its earliest days, the cathedral
has been promoted as more than simply an
Episcopal cathedral. Planners hoped it would
play a role similar to Westminster Abbey. They
wanted it to be a national shrine and a venue
for great services.

The 2004 state
funeral of the 40th
President,
Ronald Reagan

The Episcopal cathedral has achieved this status
simply by offering itself and being accepted by
religious and political leaders as playing this
role.
For much of the cathedral's history, this idea
was captured in the phrase "a house of prayer
for all people." In more recent times
Episcopalians have used the phrases "national
house of prayer" and "spiritual home for the
nation."

THE SO-CALLED NATIONAL CATHEDRAL IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
The Cathedral claims to:
strive to serve God and our neighbors as agents of reconciliation, a
trusted voice of moral leadership and a sacred space where the country
gathers during moments of national significance.

While the Episcopal Church’s operational focus remains at the
“Church Center” located at 815 Second Avenue, NY, just behind the
United Nations, the Church’s spiritual and political center is now in
Washington, D.C. at the National Cathedral. It is the seat of both the
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church and the bishop of the
Episcopal Diocese of Washington.

THE SO-CALLED CHURCH OF THE PRESIDENTS
In the years immediately following the
Burning of Washington in 1814 there was
debate about whether or not the capital
should be moved elsewhere.
In Washington a local Episcopal parish
raised funds to build a church on the
green that would later become Lafayette
Square. Construction began in September
of 1815, one block from the White House.

The building of St. John's Episcopal
Church represented a new beginning for
the city of Washington.
From that time historic St. John’s has been
a symbol of faith in the heart of the
American nation’s capital.

THE SO-CALLED CHURCH OF THE PRESIDENTS
St. John’s is often called the Church of the Presidents. Every sitting
president has attended the church at least once since it was built in
1816. Many Presidents have attended spiritual services there on
Inauguration Day. This Presidential attendance has been due both to
the disproportionately Episcopal religious affiliation of U.S.Presidents
and the church's proximity to the executive mansion.
President James Madison established the tradition, still maintained,
of a "president's pew."
Perhaps the most devoted Presidential
attendee was Abraham Lincoln, who
habitually joined Evening Prayer
throughout the Civil War from an
inconspicuous rear pew.
The most recent ex-President made the
most
controversial
Presidential
connection with a photo op at St. John’s
Parish House that was adversely
criticized by leading Episcopalians.

THE GOVERNMENT’S FLAG IN EPISCOPAL CHURCHES
The American flag is on
prominent display in many
Episcopal churches. Some
Episcopal churches process
with the American flag in
front of the altar before the
Eucharist.

At GSP we fly the American
flag on a pole outside the
church in a position superior
to the church flag, and we
process with the American
flag on patriotic occasions,
but we do not display it in
the chancel during the
services.

THE GOVERNMENT’S FLAG IN EPISCOPAL CHURCHES
1) Episcopalians are grateful for the right to
worship freely in this country, so some
Episcopalians display the American flag as a
way to say they are appreciative of that
right.
2) Episcopalians do not worship the flag,
and so in most church services the
American flag would receive absolutely no
attention.
3) The presence of the American flag does
not assume that the state holds a higher
authority than the Bible.
4) The American flag’s presence does not
assume Episcopalians support all of the
government’s policies.
5) The American flag’s presence does not
mean that Episcopalians see themselves as
citizens of the nation rather than as citizens
of the Kingdom.
6) The Bible tells us to be good citizens and
to show proper respect to government, and
that is what the presence of the American
flag does.

FOR THE NATION
Lord God Almighty,
who hast made all the peoples of the earth for thy glory,
to serve thee in freedom and in peace:
Give to the people of our country
a zeal for justice
and the strength of forbearance,
that we may use our liberty in accordance with thy gracious will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Spirit,
one God,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

