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COLLECT FOR THE PRESENTATION,
A FEAST OF OUR LORD
2 February
Almighty and everliving God,
we humbly beseech thee that,
as thy only-begotten Son was this day
presented in the temple,
so we may be presented unto thee
with pure and clean hearts
by the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God,
now and for ever.
Amen.
Previous Prayer Books used a more flowery version: beseeching “Thy
Majesty” whose Son was presented “in substance of our flesh.”
The collect first appeared in the Gregorian Sacramentary.

THE LORD COMES TO HIS TEMPLE GATE

Presentation of Jesus at the Temple, from the Menologion [Service Book]
of Byzantine Emperor Basil II, c.1000

WHAT IS THE PURIFICATION?
The Presentation of Jesus
at (or in) the Temple is an
early episode in Jesus’ life,
described in Chapter 2 of
Luke’s
Gospel.
Luke's
narration combines the
purification rite with the
Jewish ceremony of the
redemption
of
the
firstborn.
The Church celebrates
Mary’s purification and
Christ’s presentation and
manifestation as the light
of the world in a Holy Day
commonly
called
“Candlemas.”
Detail of Presentation, 12th century, by anonymous painter,
in Palermo’s Church of Santa Maria dell'Ammiraglio

Presentation of Christ at the Temple, 1304-1306, by Giotto di Bondone

WHAT IS THE PURIFICATION?
The current American Prayer
Book (the 1979 BCP) calls the
Holy Day celebrated on 2
February
simply
“THE
PRESENTATION,” possibly to
please Low Church Episcopalians,
because its 1928 predecessor
calls it “THE PRESENTATION OF
CHRIST
IN
THE
TEMPLE,
COMMONLY
CALLED
THE
PURIFICATION OF SAINT MARY
THE VIRGIN.” The standard 1662
BCP was the first Prayer Book to
use this title.

Presentation at the Temple,
1342, by Ambrogio Lorenzetti

The eastern Church calls the day
HYPAPANTE
(meaning
“Meeting”) referring to the
meeting of the Christ Child with
Simeon and Anna.

WHAT IS THE PURIFICATION?
This Feast of the
Fortieth Day is the last
feast day in the Christian
year dated by reference
to
Christmas.
The
earliest that Lent can
begin is 4 February. THE
PRESENTATION
is
another
“epiphany”
type feast as Jesus is
revealed as the messiah
by the Canticle of
Simeon and words of
the prophetess Anna.
Subsequent moveable
feasts are calculated
with reference to Easter.
Manuscript Illumination, 14th century

Presentation of Christ in the Temple, 14th century, in the Luttrell Psalter

WHY WAS THE HOLY FAMILY AT THE TEMPLE?
According to Luke, the Blessed Virgin Mary and St.Joseph took the
Christ Child to the Temple in Jerusalem forty days (inclusive) after
His birth to complete Mary's ritual purification after childbirth in
obedience to the Torah.
Related to this Jewish practice,
the CHURCHING OF WOMEN was
the Christian ceremony of blessing
mothers after recovery from
childbirth, with a thanksgiving for
the woman's survival of childbirth.

Presentation in the Temple,
14th century, by Pietro Cavallini

The rite appeared in Cranmer’s First
BCP as “THE PURIFICATION OF
WOMEN,” but the 1979 BCP
avoided any hint of ritual impurity
by
replacing
it
with
"A
THANKSGIVING FOR THE BIRTH OR
ADOPTION OF A CHILD."

Presentation in the Temple, c.1430, by Alvaro Pirez

Presentation of Christ in the Temple (The Cortona Altarpiece), 1433, by Fra Angelico

WHY WAS THE HOLY FAMILY AT THE TEMPLE?
From Leviticus 12:

Presentation of Jesus at the Temple,
1450-52,
by Fra Angelico

If a woman conceives and bears a male child,
she shall be ceremonially unclean seven days;
as at the time of her menstruation, she shall be
unclean. . . . Her time of blood purification shall
be thirty-three days; she shall not touch any
holy thing, or come into the sanctuary, until the
days of her purification are completed. . . .
When the days of her purification are
completed, whether for a son or for a daughter,
she shall bring to the priest at the entrance of
the tent of meeting a lamb in its first year for a
burnt offering, and a pigeon or a turtledove for
a sin offering. He shall offer it before the LORD,
and make atonement on her behalf; then she
shall be clean from her flow of blood. This is the
law for her who bears a child, male or female. If
she cannot afford a sheep, she shall take two
turtledoves or two pigeons, one for a burnt
offering and the other for a sin offering; and the
priest shall make atonement on her behalf, and
she shall be clean.

Presentation of Christ in the Temple, 1460-61, by Benozzo Gozzoli

Presentation of Christ in the Temple, 1492, by Giovanni Baleison

WHY WAS THE HOLY FAMILY AT THE TEMPLE?
Luke explicitly says that St.Joseph and the
Blessed Virgin Mary took the option
provided for poor people (those who
could not afford a lamb) in Leviticus,
sacrificing “two turtledoves or two
pigeons.”
The PRESENTATION is celebrated forty
days after Christmas because Leviticus
indicates that this event should take place
forty days after birth for a male child

Presentation in the Temple
c.1430, by an anonymous German artist

WHY WAS THE HOLY FAMILY AT THE TEMPLE?
From Exodus 13:
Every firstborn male among
your children you shall redeem.
When in the future your child
asks you, ‘What does this
mean?’ you shall answer, ‘By
strength
of
hand
the LORD brought us out of
Egypt, from the house of
slavery.
When
Pharaoh
stubbornly refused to let us go,
the LORD killed all the firstborn in
the land of Egypt, from human
firstborn to the firstborn of
animals. Therefore I sacrifice to
the LORD every male that first
opens the womb, but every
firstborn of my sons I redeem.’
Meeting of the Lord,
Late 15th century, Russian Orthodox icon

WHY WAS THE HOLY FAMILY AT THE TEMPLE?
The event also performs the redemption of the firstborn son, in
obedience to the Torah.
From Numbers 18:15:
The first issue of the womb
of all creatures, human and
animal, which is offered to
the LORD, shall be yours [i.e.
the priests]; but the
firstborn of human beings
you shall redeem, and the
firstborn of unclean animals
you shall redeem.

Presentation of Christ at the Temple,
1500–01, by Hans Holbein the Elder

WHO WAS SIMEON?
Upon bringing Jesus into the
Temple, the Blessed Virgin Mary
and St.Joseph encountered the
pious and aged Simeon, who
uttered the prayer that would
become known as the Nunc
dimittis, or Canticle of Simeon,
which
prophesied
the
redemption of the world by
Jesus:

Die Darstellung Christi im Tempel,
1572, by Engelhard de Pee

Lord, now lettest thou thy
servant depart in peace, *
according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy
salvation, *
which thou hast prepared
before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the
Gentiles, *
and to be the glory of thy
people Israel.

WHO WAS SIMEON?
Simeon’s Nunc dimittis,
meaning “now let depart,”
has been sung at Church
services since the 4th
century.

As Puritans had a strong
distaste for the use of Gospel
canticles, Cranmer offered
alternative Psalms for the
1552 BCP.
Early American Prayer Books
eliminated Gospel canticles
entirely.

Presentation of Jesus at the Temple,
17th century, by an anonymous Italian artist

WHY IS THE PRESENTATION CALLED CANDLEMAS?
Candlemas is a northern
European name for the festival
because there had long been a
procession with lighted candles
at the mass on this day,
reflecting
Simeon's
proclamation of “a light for
revelation to the Gentiles,”
which, in turn, echoes Isaiah
49:6b:
I will give you as a light to the
nations, that my salvation
may reach to the end of the
earth.

Presentation in the Temple,
1628, by Rembrandt

WHY IS THE PRESENTATION CALLED CANDLEMAS?
Pope Sergius I (687-701) ordered
the first candlelit processions to
accompany church services in
Rome.
In what is now France, the
blessing of candles developed
during the Carolingian Empire,
near the close
of the 8th century.
By the 11th century the blessing
of candles, the distribution of
blessed candles, and candlelit
processions had become
widespread elements in the
western European observance of
Candlemas.
Simeon in the Temple,
1669, by Rembrandt

WHY USE CANDLES FOR THE PRESENTATION?
Because the lengthening of the
morning light first becomes
obvious around the beginning of
February, it is very probable that
this helped inspire the tradition
of candle lighting that begins the
festival of the PRESENTATION OF
OUR LORD on 2 February.
The brightening of the morning
sky would add cheer to the day
when the faithful—like the
Biblical Simeon—hail Jesus as
"the light of all nations and the
glory of Israel."

Meeting of the Lord,
1731, Orthodox icon from Belarus

WHEN DID THE FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION BEGIN?
The
FEAST
OF
THE
PRESENTATION is among the
most ancient feasts of the
Church. Celebration of the feast
dates from the 4th century in
Jerusalem under the title of "THE
FORTIETH DAY AFTER THE
EPIPHANY."
There
are
sermons on this Feast delivered
by at least a half dozen well
known 4th-century bishops.

Presentation of Jesus, c.1896, stained glass window
in Church of the Good Shepherd, Rosemont, PA

Modern Coptic icons of Christ’s Presentation in the Temple

WHEN DID THE FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION BEGIN?
In Rome, the Feast appears in
the Gelasian Sacramentary, a
manuscript collection of the 7th
and 8th centuries associated
with Pope Gelasius I. (It was
also in the 10th-century
Gregorian
Sacramentary.)
There it carries for the first
time the new title of the FEAST
OF PURIFICATION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. Late in
time though it may be, and
also being a Feast of Our Lord,
Candlemas is still the most
ancient of all the festivals to
honor the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Art of Christ’s Presentation
by Indian artist Angelo De Fonseca

IS THERE ANOTHER PRESENTATION?
THE FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION is
not to be confused with a FEAST OF
THE PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY.

That feast celebrates on 21
November the Blessed Virgin Mary
being brought by her parents to the
Temple at the age of three in
fulfillment of a vow that she be
educated there. This tale is found
only in uncanonical writings.
Art of Christ’s Presentation
by Indian artist Sr. Claire SMMI

WHAT ARE SOME SECULAR USES OF CANDLEMAS?
Candlemas became important
enough to find its way into the
secular calendar. It was the
traditional day to remove the
cattle from the hay meadows,
and from the field that was to
be ploughed and sown that
spring.

The festival's position midway
between
the
winter
solstice
and the spring
equinox caused it to be a time
for taking inventory of one's
winter supplies. One English
poem goes:

The Dedication of Jesus,
by Indian artist Satheesan A.K.

The provident farmer
on Candlemas Day,
Hath half of his fires
and half of his hay.

WHAT ARE SOME SECULAR USES OF CANDLEMAS?
The English have a saying, "If Candlemas Day be bright and clear,
there'll be two winters in the year.“ In Britain, good weather at
Candlemas is taken to indicate severe winter weather later:
If Candlemas Day is clear and bright,
winter will have another bite.
If Candlemas Day brings cloud and
rain,
winter is gone and will not come
again.

Simeon Blessing the Christ Child,
1980s, Bolivian artist Severino Blanco

It is also alleged to be the date that
bears emerge from hibernation to
inspect the weather as well as
wolves, who if they choose to return
to their lairs on this day is
interpreted as meaning severe
weather will continue for another
forty days at least. In the United
States, Candlemas coincides with
Groundhog Day.

IN WHAT WAY DOES THE PURIFICATION
END THE CHRISTMAS SEASON?
While it is customary for Christians in some
countries to remove Christmas decorations
from
their
homes
on
Twelfth
Night (Epiphany Eve), those in other
Christian countries historically remove
them after Candlemas.
Down with the rosemary, and so
Down with the bays and mistletoe;
Down with the holly, ivy, all,
Wherewith ye dress'd the Christmas Hall.
That to the superstitious find
Not one least Branch there left behind.
For look, how many leaves there be
Neglected there, maids, trust to me,
So many goblins you shall see.
—Robert Herrick (1591–1674),
“Ceremony upon Candlemas Eve”
Presentation Art from the Abbey
Church, Keur Moussa, Senegal

