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COLLECT FOR WILLIAM WHITE,
BISHOP OF PENNSYLVANIA
17 July
O Lord,
who in a time of turmoil and confusion
didst raise up thy servant William White,
and didst endow him
with wisdom, patience, and a reconciling temper,
that he might lead thy Church into ways of stability and peace:
Hear our prayer,
we beseech thee,
and give us wise and faithful leaders,
that through their ministry
thy people may be blessed and thy will be done;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen

WHITE’S EARLY YEARS
William White was born in 1748 to a wealthy Philadelphia family
who had made their money in real estate. His grandfather came
from landed gentry in England. His father, who arrived from England
in 1720, was a lawyer and surveyor who held various public offices
in both Pennsylvania and Maryland. The White family was socially
connected with the affluent upper classes of Philadelphia, the
largest colonial city in America at the time.
He received his education at the College and Academy of
Philadelphia (now the University of Pennsylvania), graduating with
a B.A. in 1765.
He then studied theology with the Rev. William Smith (1727-1803),
the College of Philadelphia’s first provost, and with Christ Church’s
rector and assistant. He received his A.M. from the College of
Philadelphia about three years after his B.A. In 1781 he would
receive his D.D. from what was now called the University of
Pennsylvania.
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1769 miniature of
William White
painted by
Charles Willson Peale,
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for his portraits of
leading figures of the
American Revolution
White is seen
as a student,
in street clothes,
before he was admitted
to religious orders.

WHITE’S EARLY YEARS
In 1770 White sailed for England for his
ordination as a deacon and subsequently
returned to England in 1772 to be ordained
priest. He stayed with his father’s sisters while in
England.
He then became first an assistant and then in
1779, in his early thirties, the rector of the
United Churches of Christ Church and St.Peter’s
in Philadelphia. The previous rector, the Rev.
Jacob Duché, became a Loyalist and resigned
during the American Revolution.
White held that position for more than 57 years.
In early 1773 White married Mary Harrison
(1750-97),
who
came
from
a
landed Virginia family. Her father had been
Mayor of Philadelphia from 1762-1763. They had
eight children.

CHRIST CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA
Founded in 1695 as part of William Penn’s charter, Christ Church is
the first Anglican congregation in Pennsylvania and the birthplace of
the American Episcopal Church.
In 1727 members began construction on an
ornate new structure modeled on famed
English architect Christopher Wren’s
Georgian designs.
“The Nation’s Church” hosted members of
the Continental Congress during the
American Revolution and Presidents George
Washington and John Adams in the first
decade of the newly established Republic.
Among early members were Benjamin and
Deborah Franklin, Betsy Ross, John Penn
(William Penn’s grandson), and signers of the
Constitution and of the Declaration of
Independence, including Robert Morris,
Benjamin Rush, and Francis Hopkinson.

INTERIOR OF CHRIST CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA
Although the church (built in 1727) went through alterations in the
1800s, much of its original appearance remains today.

ST. PETER'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA
Philadelphia’s St. Peter's was established in 1758 by
members of Christ Church who had moved to the new
neighborhood of Society Hill. Worship services began
in 1761 on land donated by William Penn’s sons.
This new church helped to ease the number of
worshipers at Christ Church, which had begun to feel
the effects of overcrowding in the 1750s, and allowed
those in Society Hill to have a center of worship closer
to their homes.
St. Peter's remained linked to Christ Church until
1832. They were jointly run with the same rector,
vestry, and wardens as "The United Churches of
Christ Church and St. Peter's.”
Many Founding Fathers worshiped there, including
George Washington on several occasions. The large
cemetery is the final resting place for several
Founding Fathers.

INTERIOR OF ST. PETER'S, PHILADELPHIA

WHITE’S WORK WITH THE PHILADELPHIA DISPENSARY
As a clergyman in Philadelphia, White exhibited an unusual sensitivity
for the poor, the unfortunate, and those who were in trouble.
He was president of the Philadelphia Dispensary for the Medical
Relief of the Poor, considered the nation’s first, which opened in
1786. Benjamin Franklin (1706-90) headed the first subscribers. Many
prominent physicians served as regular dispensary doctors or
consultants. An employed apothecary prepared the pills, tinctures,
salves, and the like, which almost all patients received. It also
offered inoculation against smallpox. In the early decades of the 19th
century, the dispensary cared for large numbers of African Americans.

BISHOP WHITE’S WORK WITH PRISONERS
White was one of the first people involved in prison ministry in
Philadelphia. In 1787 he joined with other prominent men to form the
Philadelphia Society for Alleviating the Miseries of Public Prisons (now
the Pennsylvania Prison Society), the first such society in the world. He
served as the organization’s president during its early years. Its main aim
was correcting abuses in the city jail. The society, which attracted the
participation of numerous Quakers, was mainly responsible for
establishing Philadelphia's Eastern State Penitentiary.

Benjamin Franklin, Benjamin Rush, and Bishop William White

WHITE’S WORK WITH EDUCATION FOR THE YOUNG
In 1785 White helped to found the
Episcopal Academy to educate the
sons of Philadelphia's Episcopalian
residents to become leaders in
society. Initially an all-boys school, it
offered a curriculum focused on
Greek, Latin, religion, mathematics,
and business. It was also a premissionary school. Trustees included
two signers of the Declaration of
Independence, as well as bankers,
merchants, and clergymen. The
faculty was composed of notable
figures like Noah Webster Jr. of
Webster Dictionaries.
The Episcopal Academy continues to
be ranked as a top private school in
the United States.

BISHOP WHITE’S WORK WITH EDUCATION FOR THE YOUNG
Bishop White was concerned about religious education and was instrumental
in founding the first Episcopal Sunday school in America, to promote
children’s literacy and spiritual development.

At his direction in 1790 his assistants, James Milnor and Jackson Kemper,
began such classes at the United Parish of Christ Church and St. Peter’s.
In the late 18th century there were no free public schools in Philadelphia. In
1795 he raised funds to create a school (built on Race Street between 4th and
5th) for black and Native American children.

BISHOP WHITE’S MINISTRY DURING THE 1793 EPIDEMIC
Bishop White was not known for his oratorical skills. Instead, he
gained the esteem of the Philadelphia community through his
ongoing charitable works, especially during the yellow fever
outbreaks in that city. His stature grew when he ministered to those
infected with yellow fever in 1793, while many other wealthy men
abandoned the city. Between 1 August and 9 November, more than
5,000 people were listed in the official register of death of the city of
Philadelphia. The vast majority of them died of the fever, making the
epidemic in the city of 50,000 people one of the most severe in
United States history.

White’s canopy bed with its
draped mosquito netting and
his predilection for cigars
and an occasional madeira
may have left him untouched
by the fever.

BISHOP WHITE’S WORK WITH “FALLEN WOMEN”
Bishop White helped to create the Magdalen Society of
Philadelphia in 1800 for ”unhappy females who have been seduced
from the paths of virtue and are desirous of returning to a life of
rectitude.” This was the first institution of this kind in the United
States.

BISHOP WHITE’S WORK WITH THE DEAF AND DUMB
In 1820 Bishop White joined prominent Philadelphia philanthropists
who convinced the Pennsylvania legislature to fund the Pennsylvania
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, the third school of its kind in the
nation and now a leading resource in the field of deaf education.
The Pennsylvania School for the Deaf held its first classes in the
private home of Philadelphia merchant David G. Seixas, its principal
founder and first principal.
White was president of the school for its first sixteen years.

Bishop William White,
c.1820

WHITE’S WORK WITH HIGHER EDUCATION
White was a trustee of the College of Philadelphia, the University of the State
of Pennsylvania, and the University of Pennsylvania from 1774 until his death.
Under the charter of 1755, White was a trustee of the Academy and College of
Philadelphia from 1774 until 1791, serving as that board’s president in 1790
and 1791 and as its treasurer from 1775 to 1778.
The University of Pennsylvania (Penn), which began as the College of
Philadelphia in 1740, now is a private Ivy League research university. It is one
of nine colonial colleges chartered prior to Independence. It considers itself the
fourth-oldest institution of higher education in the United States (though
Princeton and Columbia Universities contest this). The university also considers
itself as the first university in the United States with both undergraduate and
graduate studies.

WHITE DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
As a major clergyman in Philadelphia, White served as a Chaplain of
the Second Continental Congress from 1777 to 1789, when the
Congress disbanded, and then as the second Chaplain of the U.S.
Senate (from late 1790 to late 1800 when the capital moved to the
District of Columbia). He knew most of the American political leaders
of the revolutionary and early national period.

ANGLICANISM AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
Before the American Revolution, there were no
bishops in the colonies (partly because the British
government was reluctant to give the colonies the
kind of autonomy that this would have implied and
partly because many colonists were violently
opposed to their presence). Many colonists or their
ancestors left England due to religious persecution
at the hands of English bishops and remembered the
extensive civil powers that English bishops had, as
they represented the Crown as well as the Church.
John Adams later claimed that "the apprehension of
Episcopacy" contributed as much as any other cause
to the American Revolution, capturing the attention
not only of the inquiring mind, but of the
common people. . . .The objection was not
merely to the office of a bishop, though even
that was dreaded, but to the authority of
parliament, on which it must be founded.

ANGLICANISM DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
Though an Anglican cleric who was sworn to the king in his
ordination service, White, like many of his fellow Anglican clerics in
Philadelphia, sided with the American revolutionary cause.
Only about 27 percent of Anglican priests nationwide supported
independence. Of the approximately three hundred clergy in the
Church of England in America between 1776 and 1783, over 80
percent in New England, New York, and New Jersey were Loyalists.
This is in contrast to the less than 23 percent Loyalist clergy in the
four southern colonies.
In New England most ordained priests remained loyal to the British.
They tried to maintain ties with the English Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel (SPG), but Society support was cut off
after the war.

POST-INDEPENDENCE EPISCOPALIANS
At the conclusion of the American
Revolution there was grave concern that
Anglicanism might succumb as a
disastrous side effect of the war.
By 1790, in a nation of four million,
Anglicans were reduced to about 10
thousand.

When the Revolution began in 1775,
there were about 300 Church of England
congregations in the 13 colonies, but the
Church suffered persecution and a
decline in membership during the
Revolution. Anglican parishes were
shattered, stripped of most of their
financial support, weakened by the flight
of many clergy and thousands of
members, with a number of buildings
destroyed and property lost.

POST-INDEPENDENCE EPISCOPALIANS
White became one of the most tireless and effective workers for
creating an autonomous American Episcopal Church. He was one of
the leaders in developing new governance structures for the
Episcopal Church in the United States and was largely responsible
for the Constitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the
United States of America.
The priorities of the New England states and the middle/southern
states were exact opposites. Soon to be elected Connecticut’s
bishop, Samuel Seabury wanted to have bishops in place first, and
then questions of organization could be discussed, led by the
bishops in top-down fashion. White in Pennsylvania and the Rev. Dr.
William Smith in Maryland wanted to have an organization in place
first, and then questions of bishops and apostolic succession could
be addressed in bottom-up fashion.
It was far from clear that unity was at all possible without some
compromises of principles by one group or the other.

WHITE’S CASE OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCHES
In 1782 White responded to growing demands for a
united Church by publishing The Case of the
Episcopal Churches in the United States Considered.
One theme of his pamphlet was to find a way of
keeping the Church united in the changed
circumstances; the other was to deal with apostolic
succession.
Because the region’s religious diversity had forced
Anglicans to compromise with competitors and
operate without state support and limited oversight,
Pennsylvania Anglicans were uniquely equipped to
operate independent of Great Britain and lead efforts
to sever ties with the Church of England.
Although the Church of England was still the
established church in a few states, White anticipated
that Episcopal churches would ultimately be
completely separate from the civil government.

WHITE’S CASE OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCHES
In his pamphlet White noted that before the Revolution Americans
had to go to England for ordination, and he suggested that, if the
American Church could not obtain bishops from England, it would
have to establish its own episcopate.
Church leaders were split on the position that organization of the
American Church could proceed without bishops in apostolic
succession. He suggested that clergy and laity in each state elect
bishops and not bother about apostolic succession yet. Although he
favored a continuation of the Church of England’s spiritual legacy, he
preferred to sever jurisdictional connections with it and the crown.
He proposed that the American Episcopal Church’s structure should
be organized around conventions of elected lay representatives and
clergy, which would both exercise the primary legislative
responsibility of the Church and elect the bishops.
His ideas provided the framework around which discussions of the
Episcopal Church’s organization and governance were held for much
of the 1780s.

WHITE’S CASE OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCHES
White made a strong case for having democratic elected
bishops with apostolic succession:
The power of electing a superior order of ministers ought to be
in the clergy and laity together. . . .The primitive churches were
generally supplied by popular elections. . . .there having been an
episcopal power originally lodged by Jesus Christ with his
apostles, and by them generally exercised in person, but
sometimes by delegation (as in the instances of Timothy and
,
Titus) the same was conveyed by them before their decease to
one pastor in each church, which generally comprehended all
the Christians in a city and a convenient surrounding district.
Thus were created the apostolic successors, who on account of
their settled residence are called bishops by restraint; whereas
the apostles themselves were bishops at large, exercising
episcopal power over all the churches, . . . .That the apostles
were thus succeeded by an order of ministers superior to pastors
in general, Episcopalians think they prove by the testimonies of
the ancient fathers, and from the improbability that so great an
innovation (as some conceive it) could have found general and
peaceable possession in the 2nd or 3rd century, when episcopacy
is on both sides acknowledged to have been prevalent.

WHITE’S CASE OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCHES
White helped chart a middle path between the LowChurch South, which wanted lay control and no
bishops, and vocal New England clergy, who catered to
ex-loyalists and wanted clerical control and strong
bishops.
He argued for a “superior order” of bishops but realized
the idea would be unpopular with much of the laity. As
he put it, “there cannot be produced an instance of a
layman in America, unless in the very infancy of the
settlement, soliciting the introduction of a bishop.” He
argued for the creation of bishops who were devoid of
any civil authority, elected by the clergy and laity, and
who could be removed from office, or deprived, by
those who elected them. One of his guiding principles
was that those who empower the bishop could also
remove the bishop.
Slowly, a general consensus emerged that the new
Church should have such bishops.

POST-INDEPENDENCE EPISCOPALIANS
In the early 1780s conventions of clergy and laity lay claim to
property formerly claimed by the Church of England and planned for
a new Church.
Interstate conventions in 1784 and 1785 began drafting a
constitution and a prayer book. The 1786 convention proposed a
revised American Book of Common Prayer that included the 1764
Scottish Communion Service and in many other ways deviated from
the standard English 1662 Prayer Book. Priests were now called
ministers. There was no sign of the cross in the Baptism service. The
Nicene Creed was eliminated.
Largely the work of White and the Rev. Dr. William Smith of
Maryland, it was approved for use on a state-by-state basis.

WHITE’S WORK ON ORGANIZING THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
White was unanimously elected president of the First General
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church which met in Christ
Church in Philadelphia in late September and early October of 1785.
The meeting was convened because Seabury had left the country in
order to be consecrated as America’s first bishop.
At the convention White helped author a constitution for the
emerging American Church.

The clergy and lay representatives from Delaware, New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, and Virginia also authorized the
preparation of an American Prayer Book.
They named their newly organized body the Protestant Episcopal
Church in the United States of America.
In 1787 the Second General Convention adopted basically the
present Episcopal Church structure and adopted the proposed Book
of Common Prayer.

SEABURY CONSECRATED AS THE FIRST BISHOP
In 1783 ten Connecticut clergymen elected Samuel
Seabury (1729-96) as their bishop. Seabury
traveled to England, but, as English canon law
prevented the consecration of any clergyman who
would not take the oath of allegiance to the
English crown, he sought consecration from the
Scottish Episcopal Church, where he was ordained
in late 1784 in Aberdeen.
When Seabury became the new Episcopal
Church’s first bishop, he was not recognized in
some quarters for various reasons, including his
pro-English stance during the Revolutionary War
(he served part of the time as a Royal Army chaplain and even after
the war received a small stipend from the English government), his
Scottish consecration (the Scottish bishops had left the Church of
England during the non-juring schism resulting from the Glorious
Revolution of 1688), and the fact that he favored a “strong
episcopacy” model, where lay persons had no role in governance.

WHITE CONSECRATED AS BISHOP
In 1786 Parliament, perhaps worried that
Jacobite ideas would spread in the American
Church if more bishops were consecrated in
Scotland (Bonnie Prince Charlie had met his final
defeat
at
Culloden
only
40
years
earlier), removed legal obstacles by passing the
Consecration of Bishops Abroad Act.
William White, in his late thirties, now became
the second American bishop, the first in the
English line. He was chosen unanimously as
Pennsylvania’s first bishop in 1786. Samuel
Provoost was elected bishop for the new diocese
of New York.
In 1787 they sailed to England and were
consecrated bishops on 14 February in Lambeth
Chapel, London by the Archbishop of Canterbury,
the Archbishop of York, the Bishop of Bath and
Wells, and the Bishop of Peterborough.

The Most Rev. and Rt. Honorable
John Moore (1730-1805),
88th Archbishop of Canterbury

Bishop William White,
1788,
by Charles Willson Peale.
Peale knew Bishop White
from attendance at church.
Both were members of the
American Philosophical Society.

In 1785, the newly formed Episcopal Diocese of
Pennsylvania included Philadelphia’s three churches and
six rural churches. There are now five Episcopal dioceses
in the Commonwealth with the diocese around
Philadelphia retaining the Pennsylvania name.

White remained Bishop of Pennsylvania until his
death in 1836. The Rt.Rev. Henry U. Onderdonk
assisted him as bishop coadjutor beginning in 1827
and was the diocesan bishop until rumors of
alcoholism led to his suspension from the exercise
of his episcopal office in 1844.

BISHOP WHITE’S HOME

BISHOP WHITE’S HOME
Bishop White lived in this house
at 309 Walnut Street in
Philadelphia from the time it was
built in 1787 until his death in
1836.
The
prominent
physician
Benjamin Rush, his brother-inlaw, lived next door.
Today it is part of the
Independence National Historical
Park. Tourists are fascinated that
it was one of the first houses to
have an indoor "necessary," at a
time when most privies were built
outside of houses.

BISHOP WHITE AT THE THIRD GENERAL CONVENTION
The Third General Convention met during the summer and early
autumn of 1789 in Christ Church, Philadelphia, with Bishop White as
president, to unify all Episcopalians in the United States into a single
national Church.
After agreeing on the validity of Seabury’s episcopal orders, the
members adopted a constitution along with a set of canon laws.
The constitution incorporated many of Bishop White’s ideas. The
members created a bi-cameral form of governance with a House of
Bishops and House of Lay and Clerical Deputies. He modeled this on
the United States Congress with two houses meeting separately, one
a large gathering of elected deputies of both clergy and lay people
and the other all the American Church’s bishops.
Diocesan bishops would be elected by the conventions of the states
making up the diocese. (There were only three American dioceses in
the late 18th century.)

BISHOP WHITE AT THE THIRD GENERAL CONVENTION
The new constitution provided for annual diocesan conventions with the
bishop of the diocese as presiding officer. Episcopal parishes in each state
would elect delegates to a state convention, which would also include all the
clergy resident in the state. These state conventions would then elect both
clerical and lay delegates to the General Convention. The conventions, both
state and General, would be the primary authority in the Episcopal Church,
approving budgets and writing and amending the constitutions and canons.
The transfer of authority in ecclesiastical affairs from king, parliament, and
hierarchy to clerical and lay delegates designated by their fellow
parishioners to represent them, as Bishop White suggested, was not only a
return to primitive Church practice but also an ecclesiastical revolution.
For the first time since early medieval Europe, the Episcopal Church in the
United States became a Church in the Western Christian tradition organized
along episcopal lines where the choice of bishops was by election, separated
from either the authority of the state or a central Church hierarchy.

BISHOP WHITE AT THE THIRD GENERAL CONVENTION
The Third General Convention revised
the English Book of Common
Prayer (principally in removing the
prayer for the English monarch). This
first official American Book of
Common Prayer was based mostly on
the 1662 English Book of Common
Prayer. Its consecration prayer was
based on the Scottish Book of
Common Prayer of 1764. The book
served the Church for over 100 years,
until the revision of 1892.

Bishop Seabury and his High-Church
New England colleagues deemed the
revisions in the proposed 1786 book
unacceptable and so that proposed
book was not adopted.

Thanks in large part to
Bishop White’s efforts the
Protestant Episcopal Church
in the United States of
America was up and running
with its own bishops, a new
constitution,
and
an
American Book of Common
Prayer.

BISHOP WHITE
White’s gifts of statesmanship
and
reconciling
moderation
steered the American Church
through the first decades of its
independent life.
He was a quiet and scholarly man
and an intimate friend of some of
the prominent leaders of both
America and England.
Among his protégés, in whose
formation he had a large hand,
were such leaders of a new
generation as John Henry Hobart,
Jackson Kemper, and William
Augustus Muhlenberg.

BISHOP WHITE’S TRIP TO THE WEST
Bishop White did not travel extensively through
his diocese, but he did support missionary
priests, including Simon Wilmer (who traveled
through Pennsylvania and New Jersey and
ultimately settled down in what became the
Maryland suburbs of Washington D.C.) and
William Meade (who traveled extensively
throughout Virginia and ultimately became its
bishop, Bishop White participating in his
consecration).
In 1812 while Jackson Kemper was still a
deacon, he convinced Bishop White, now in his
sixties, to leave civilized Philadelphia to visit the
western portion of his diocese and then
accompanied him on this journey.
They founded what became St. Matthew's
Episcopal Church in Wheeling, in what is now
West Virginia,

Bishop William White,
c.1830,
by William Birch
William Birch based his
portrait on John
Sartain's 1830 or 1831
engraving of Thomas
Sully's portrait.

The elderly
Bishop William White
in an 1834 engraving

Bishop William White
in vestments,
1839,
by C.E.Wagstaff
after another portrait
by Henry Inman

BISHOP WHITE’S DEATH
In 1836 Bishop White
died at his home after a
lingering illness, retaining
his full mental faculties
until the end. He was
buried in the family vault
at Christ Church Burial
Ground, next to his
brother-in-law,
Robert
Morris.
In late 1870 his remains
were re-interred in Christ
Church’s chancel.

BISHOP WHITE’S OBITUARY
A lengthy obituary in the National
Gazette and Literary Register described
White thus:

Bishop William White
1830,
by Albert Newsam

. . .[T]he duties of the several important
relations in which he stood to society
were performed with undeviating
correctness and suavity; he possessed
the rare merit of winning the respect
and love of an entire community to
which he was an ornament and a
blessing. His piety was deep and
unfeigned; his walking humble yet
dignified; his acquirements profound; in
his mind the welfare of the Christian
church was always the prominent
consideration. . . .He was one of those
examples of steady virtue sent upon
earth by Divine Providence, as if to prove
how near the great pattern of perfection
it is permitted to approach.

BISHOP WHITE’S LIFE
1748 Born in Philadelphia
1765 Received his B.A. from the College of Philadelphia
1770 Ordained deacon in England
1772 Ordained priest in England,
1772 Became assistant at United Churches of Christ Church and St.Peter’s
1773 Married Mary Harrison
1774 Became a trustee of the Academy and College of Philadelphia and
then its successors
1777 Became a Chaplain of the Second Continental Congress
1779 Became the rector of the United Churches of Christ Church and
St.Peter’s
1782 Published The Case of the Episcopal Churches in the United States
Considered
1785 Was unanimously elected president of the First General Convention
of PECUSA in Christ Church, meeting without Bishop Seabury
1786 Became president of the Philadelphia Dispensary for the Medical
Relief of the Poor
1787 Consecrated as bishop for Pennsylvania in England
1787 Became president of the Philadelphia Society for Alleviating the
Miseries of Public Prisons

BISHOP WHITE’S LIFE
1787 Served as unofficial chaplain at the U.S. Constitutional Convention
1787 Attended with the other two bishops the Second General Convention
in Christ Church and in Delaware
1787 Took up residence at what is now called Bishop White’s House
1789 Presided at the Third General Convention of PECUSA in Christ Church
as the first Presiding Bishop, until Bishop Seabury’s arrival
1790 Became second Chaplain of the U.S.Senate
1790 Helped consecrate Thomas Claggett as bishop for New York, the first
such consecration in the U.S.
1793 Ministered to those infected with yellow fever
1795 Became Presiding Bishop for the rest of his life
1797 Suffered the death of his wife
1800 Helped found the Magdalen Society of Philadelphia
1802 Ordained Absalom Jones, America’s first Black priest
1812 Began major trip to the West
1820 Became president of the Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf and
Dumb
1836 Died in Philadelphia

Bishop William White,
c.1834,
by Jacob Eichholtz

