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a relatively unknown 
Apostle      



Presented by Charles E.Dickson, Ph.D.

WHY 
HONOR

ST.BARTHOLOMEW? 



COLLECT FOR THE FEAST OF 

ST.BARTHOLOMEW

24 August

O Almighty and everlasting God, 

who didst give to thine apostle Bartholomew grace 

truly to believe and to preach thy Word: 

Grant, 

we beseech thee, 

unto thy Church 

to love what he believed 

and to preach what he taught; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen.



ST.BARTHOLOMEW, 
1606, 

by El Greco



ST.BARTHOLOMEW was one of Jesus’
twelve Apostles. Apart from being
mentioned in four of the Apostle lists (Mark
3:18, Matt. 10:3, Luke 6:14, and Acts 1:13),
nothing is really known about him from the
New Testament other than on each
occasion he is named as being in the
company of Philip.

He is not mentioned by the name
“BARTHOLOMEW” in the Fourth Gospel but
has been commonly identified as Nathanael
(Nathaniel) of Cana, who appears in
the Fourth Gospel when introduced to
Jesus by his friend Philip. Jesus immediately
characterizes him as “an Israelite in whom
is no deceit” (John 1:47). Some modern
commentators reject the identification of
Nathanael with Bartholomew.

WHO WAS ST.BARTHOLOMEW?



As one of the Apostles, ST.BARTHOLOMEW
personally witnessed most of Jesus’ miracles
and heard most of His teachings. He lived
with Jesus for about three years. When Jesus
sent out the Twelve Apostles, he was
possibly paired with the Apostle Philip and
was given the power to “heal the sick, raise
the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy,
drive out demons” (Matt. 10:8). After the
Crucifixion and Resurrection, he received the
power of the Holy Spirit along with the other
Apostles (Acts 2:1).

WHO WAS ST.BARTHOLOMEW?

ST.BARTHOLOMEW,
1st half of the 14th century,

by the Master of St.Anastasia
in a Verona church.



Essentially, all the Bible tells us about
ST.BARTHOLOMEW is his name.

Bartholomaios is a family name or
patronym meaning “son of [Hebrew: bar]
Tolomai (Ptolemy) or son of the furrows (perhaps
a ploughman),” so the Apostle may have had
another personal name.

That could have been Nathanael (Nathaniel).
“Nathanael” is a Greek version of the Hebrew
name, Netan’el, which means “God has given.”

According to Syrian tradition, Bartholomew's
original name was Jesus (Yeshua)—a common
name at that time, meaning Joshua—which
caused him to adopt another name.

WHO WAS ST.BARTHOLOMEW?

12th century mosaic
in the Cathedral of the Assumption, 

Monreale, Sicily



Nathanael (Nathaniel) was initially skeptical
of Jesus because he came from Nazareth,
famously saying, “Nazareth! Can anything
good come from there?” (John 1:46). But after
Jesus demonstrates his divinity, Nathanael is
the first to proclaim, “Rabbi, you are the Son
of God; you are the king of Israel” (John 1:49).

After the Risen Christ appeared to His
disciples, seven of them went out fishing—
and Nathanael (Nathaniel) was one of them
(John 21:1-3). The Gospels explicitly tell us
that several of the disciples—Peter, the sons
of Zebedee, and Peter’s brother Andrew (who
may or may not have been present)—were
fishermen. Thomas, Nathanael, and the two
unnamed disciples in the passage were either
fishermen as well, or else they were just
along for the ride and learning a new trade. Nathanael depicted in stained glass 

in the transept of St.John’s Anglican 
Church, Ashfield, New South Wales

WHO WAS ST.NATHANAEL?



WHERE DID ST.BARTHOLOMEW GO AFTER PENTECOST?

Traditionally, ST.BARTHOLOMEW served as a missionary to India,
Ethiopia, Mesopotamia, Parthia (in modern Iran), Lycaonia (in modern Turkey),
and Armenia.



Two ancient testimonies exist about ST.
BARTHOLOMEW’s mission in India. These are by
Eusebius of Caesarea (early 4th century) and by
St.Jerome (late 4th century).

Eusebius in his Ecclesiastical History relates that
when the 2nd-century teacher St.Pantaenus of
Alexandria made a visit to India, he found a
Hebrew copy of St.Matthew’s Gospel, which had
been left behind there by ST.BARTHOLOMEW.

Instead of the usual image with the flaying knife, this
Spanish sculpture focuses on ST.BARTHOLOMEW’s
victory over the demon Astaruth, whom he
supposedly put into chains of fire for besetting a city
in India. The saint's curly hair is a detail from the
Golden Legend. The book is a common item in images
of Apostles.

WHERE DID ST.BARTHOLOMEW GO AFTER PENTECOST?

ST.BARTHOLOMEW,
mid-16th century



Along with his fellow Apostle Jude (generally identified
with Thaddeus), ST.BARTHOLOMEW is reputed to have brought
Christianity to Armenia in the 1st century. It became the first
kingdom to embrace Christianity. Thus, both saints are considered
the patron saints of the Armenian Apostolic Church.

ST.BARTHOLOMEW is reputed to have been martyred for having
converted Polymius, the king of Armenia, to Christianity. Enraged by
the monarch's conversion, and fearing a Roman backlash, King
Polymius’ brother, Prince Astyages, ordered his torture and
execution, which Bartholomew endured. However, there are no
records of any Armenian king of the Arsacid (Arshakuni) dynasty of
Armenia with the name “Polymius.”

WHAT DID ST.BARTHOLOMEW DO IN ARMENIA?



Tradition has three stories about
ST.BARTHOLOMEW's death:

• one speaks of his being kidnapped,
beaten unconscious, and cast into the
sea to drown.

• another account states that he was
crucified upside down like St.Peter.

• another says that he was skinned alive
and beheaded in Albac or Albanopolis,
in Armenia, near Baskale, Turkey.

HOW DID ST.BARTHOLOMEW DIE? 

There are different accounts of the manner of
ST.BARTHOLOMEW’s death, but in portraits
the artists nearly always assume that he was
flayed.

In this example, he is presented standing
completely flayed and holding his skin.

Matteo di Giovanni
The Apostle Bartholomew, 

c.1480,
by Matteo di Giovanni



The flaying of ST.BARTHOLOMEW
1370-75,

in the Vatican, Rome



Mark Twain in Innocents Abroad,
Chapter 18, writes:

The figure was that of a man without
a skin; with every vein, artery, muscle,
every fiber and tendon and tissue of
the human frame represented in
minute detail. It looked natural,
because somehow it looked as if it
were in pain. A skinned man would be
likely to look that way unless his
attention was occupied with some
other matter.

It was a hideous thing, and yet there
was a fascination about it somehow. I
am very sorry I saw it, because I shall
always see it now. I shall dream of it
sometimes. I shall dream that it is
resting its corded arms on the bed’s
head and looking down on me with
its dead eyes; I shall dream that it is
stretched between the sheets with
me and touching me with its exposed
muscles and its stringy cold legs. It is
hard to forget repulsive things.

ST.BARTHOLOMEW Flayed, 
1562,

by Marco d'Agrate , 
In the Milan Duomo



ST.BARTHOLOMEW
displaying his flayed skin in

The Last Judgment,
between 1535 and 1541.

by Michelangelo

ST.BARTHOLOMEW,
1753-55,

by Joseph Proetzner
in a church 

in Munich, Germany.
ST.BARTHOLOMEW
has the flaying knife 

and holds up 
with his left hand 

the skin 
of his face and body.



Statue of ST.BARTHOLOMEW, c.1705-12, 
by Pierre Le Gros the Younger, in the Basilica of St.John Lateran, Rome



Largely due to the nature of ST.BARTHOLOMEW’s traditional 
martyrdom, the Apostle is the patron saint of:

• tanners, 
• plasterers, 
• tailors, 
• leather workers, 
• bookbinders, 
• farmers, 
• housepainters, 
• butchers 
• shoemakers,
• cheese merchants, 
• those with nervous tics,
• and glove makers.

Shield showing three flaying knives, 
ST.BARTHOLOMEW’s symbol,

at the Church of the Good Shepherd 
Rosemont, Pennsylvania 

WHO IS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED 
IN ST.BARTHOLOMEW?



The Golden Legend describes
ST.BARTHOLOMEW as having black curly hair,
large eyes, fair skin, and a long beard starting
to gray.

Of these features the only one followed
consistently in the images is the curly hair,
and that only in Western images after the
Legend was published in the 13th century.

Portraits usually show ST.BARTHOLOMEW
with a book and flaying knife.

Sometimes he is portrayed skinless or
standing with his book in hand and a black
demon chained (Astaruth) at his feet.

Orthodox images normally use a scroll rather
than a book.

HOW DO ARTISTS DEPICT ST.BARTHOLOMEW?



ST.BARTHOLOMEW’s Day first
appeared in Western
sacramentaries in the 9th century.

Like virtually all Christian festivals,
it had pagan Roman roots. What
became Bartlemas, 24 August,
had been the first day of the
Roman Feast Day of Mania,
named for the manes or ancestral
spirits, as well as Manea who was
an Etruscan/early Roman goddess
of the dead.

The first day of the feast was
celebrated by the opening the
Mundus Cereris, or the “Pit of
Ceres,” an underground vault in
the shape of an inverted sky.

HOW WAS BARTLEMAS CELEBRATED?



Feast days were often used as community reminders for important
activities. ST.BARTHOLOMEW’s Day, called Bartlemas from
‘Bartholomew Mass,’ was an important feast day in the Christian
calendar and a celebration day for workers of all kind.

The day was regarded as a signal for agricultural workers to sharpen
their tools for the harvest. Appropriate, since the Apostle was
supposedly flayed alive and is often shown holding his knife.

HOW WAS BARTLEMAS CELEBRATED?

ST.BARTHOLOMEW is the patron saint
of beekeepers and honey-
makers, and for this reason it was
traditional in England to gather
the honey crop on 24
August. Since honey is the
main ingredient in mead, an
old alcoholic drink that is still made in
some parts of England, the Blessing of
the Mead was also observed on
Bartlemas, and ST.BARTHOLOMEW
became the patron saint of mead.



Late August marked the shortening of the days and the need to light
candles for printers to work by. To aid them in their work during the
waning days, journeyman printers received a special payment for
candles that was traditionally spent (in part?) on roast goose. By the
late Victorian era this had somehow morphed into a day off to visit
the seaside, after a raucous party in the print shop.

Even today some printers still call the annual summer dinner or
outing held by a printing house for its employees a wayzgoose.
Although the origin of this term is uncertain, it may originally have
had nothing to do with geese.

Some bookbinders believe that wayzgoose is held on Bartlemas
because ST.BARTHOLOMEW is the patron saint of leather workers. It
was no coincidence that on 24 August 1456 the printing of the
Gutenberg Bible was completed, perhaps triggering the very first
wayzgoose party at Fust–Schöffer shop in Mainz.

It was more typically the custom to roast a pig on Bartlemas, but
perhaps the journeymen's candle fee was too small to afford that
luxury.

HOW WAS BARTLEMAS CELEBRATED?



ST.BARTHOLOMEW came to be associated with food through his
unsavory and gruesome death. The Apostle was adopted as patron
saint of butchers and in England his day was a harvest feast for
shepherds and farmers, celebrating their flocks. They held athletic
contests before feasting with England's favorite meat: grilled juicy
mutton.

Meat was also prescribed for ST.BARTHOLOMEW’s Day by Hannah
Woolley in her famous 1664 cookbook,The Cook’s Guide. Bartlemas
beef is lavishly spiced and wonderfully flavorsome.

ST.BARTHOLOMEW’s Day was traditionally celebrated in Italy and
Spain by eating watermelon, of which ST.BARTHOLOMEW became
the unofficial, and accidental, patron saint.

HOW WAS BARTLEMAS CELEBRATED?



Late August was a traditional time for markets and fairs. From 1113 to
1855 London hosted a famous Bartholomew’s Fair or 'Bartlemy Fair' in
Smithfield (which was incidentally also the site of the Worshipful
Company of Butchers, slaughterhouses, and public executions). It grew
into the country’s largest cloth fair and London’s biggest annual
jamboree. William Wordsworth described it as a “Parliament of
Monsters” filled with

Albinos, painted Indians, Dwarfs...the Horse of knowledge...the Invisible
Girl...and puppet shows, as well as musicians playing the hurdy-gurdy, the
fiddle, the kettledrum, and the trumpet.

The Fair in 1807

HOW WAS BARTLEMAS CELEBRATED?



In his famous 1614 play Bartholomew
Fair, Ben Jonson described
Bartholomew-pig roasting during the
fair honoring the Apostle. His play
was in part a satire of Puritanism,
which was an increasing force in
Jacobean England. His mockingly
named Puritan, ‘Zeal-of-the-land
Busy,’ declared that to eat the
Bartholomew-pig was idolatry,
because of ‘the very calling of it,’
presumably because the term implied
that the food was dedicated in a
Roman Catholic manner to a saint.
Yet, so as to refute an association
with Judaism in which pork is
forbidden, the hypocrite Busy then
ended up consuming two whole pigs,
declaring ‘I will eat exceedingly’!

HOW WAS BARTLEMAS CELEBRATED?



On ST.BARTHOLOMEW’s Day some people eat
spiced nuts and gingerbread, possibly because
the Apostle may have preached in India where
there are many spices. The gingerbread is
usually decorated with icing and sometimes
gold.

In Sandwich, Kent, England, there is a
St.Bartholomew's Bun Race.
St.Bartholomew’s Hospital was founded in
1190 and established under the saint’s name
in 1271. The Bartlemas Bun Race for children
takes place around the chapel of the hospital
on the Apostle’s feast day. Each participant
receives a currant bun, while the attendants
are each given a St.Bart's Biscuit, which has an
imprint of the hospital's ancient seal.

In Austria, people bring butter to church to be
blessed.

HOW WAS BARTLEMAS CELEBRATED?



ST.BARTHOLOMEW’s Day
appeared in weather lore,
such as:

At St. Bartholomew, there
comes cold dew
or
As Bartholomew’s Day, so
the whole autumn.

After this date, thunderstorms
were said to be more violent.

HOW WAS BARTLEMAS CELEBRATED?

ST.BARTHOLOMEW, 
19th century,

by English School



In 1672, thousands of Huguenots (Calvinists) were killed in the
ST.BARTHOLOMEW’s Day Massacre by Roman Catholic mob violence in
France.

Following Charles II’s restoration in England, a major revision of the Book of
Common Prayer was published in 1662 and a draconian and rigorous Act of
Uniformity was enacted along with it. This new Act made the Book of
Common Prayer the only legal form of worship throughout England and
adherence was mandatory for anyone who wished to hold a position in the
church or in the government.

The Act was met with hostility from a large group of ministers who
complained that they could not adhere to a revised, yet-to-be-printed, Book
of Common Prayer that they had not even seen.

A deadline to comply with the Act was placed on ST.BARTHOLOMEW’s Day,
so that what is now known as the Great Ejection took place on that day. This
date became known as 'Black Bartholomew's Day' among Dissenters. It is
estimated that about 2,000 to 2,500 Puritan ministers were cast out of not
only the Church of England, but also from social and academic life.

WHAT FAMOUS EVENTS HAPPENED 
ON ST.BARTHOLOMEW’S DAY?



Concerning the fate of the Apostle’s relics, the Roman Martyrology, the
official martyrology of the Roman Catholic Church, says:

His holy body was first taken to the island of Lipari (north of Sicily), then to
Benevento, and finally to Rome on an island in the Tiber where it is honored
by the faithful with pious devotion.

The supposed relics are housed in the Basilica of ST.BARTHOLOMEW-on-
the-Tiber, or San Bartolomeo all’Isola (ST.BARTHOLOMEW’s on the
Island).

WHAT MAY HAVE HAPPENED 
TO ST.BARTHOLOMEW’S RELICS?



ST.BARTHOLOMEW’s Episcopal Church, Park Avenue and 50th Street, 
in New York City was recently named a National Historic Landmark.






