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O God, 

the King of  saints, 

we praise and magnify thy holy Name 

for all thy servants who have finished their course 

in thy faith and fear; 

for the holy prophets, 

and for all other

righteous servants, 

known to us and unknown; 

and we beseech thee that, 

encouraged by their examples, 

aided by their prayers, 

and strengthened by their fellowship, 

we also may be partakers

of  the inheritance of  the saints in light;

through the merits of  thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE HOLY PROPHETS 

AND OTHER RIGHTEOUS SERVANTS



18th-century Russian icon
of the prophet AMOS, 

Iconostasis of
Transfiguration Church, 

Kizhi monastery,
Karelia, Russia



The name AMOS comes from a Hebrew word
for “burden.” It is apparently a shortened form
of Amasiah, meaning “the Lord carries.”

The Prophet AMOS was one of the Twelve
Minor Prophets who were responsible for a
collection of prophetic books written between
about the 8th and 4th centuries BC.

The designation “Minor Prophets” goes back
apparently to St.Augustine, who distinguished
the 12 shorter prophetic books as prophetae
minores from the four longer books of the
prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel.

The Prophet 
AMOS, 

c.1896-1902,
by James Tissot

WHO WAS THE PROPHET AMOS?



The first part of the book 
of Twelve Minor Prophets 

(the first book is the Book of Hosea) 
in the Codex Gigas, 

the world’s largest extant 
medieval manuscript, 
from the 13th century



One can put the Old Testament 
prophets into 4 groups:

• Prophets of the northern 
Kingdom of Israel

• Prophets of the 
Kingdom of Judah

• Prophets of the 
Captivity period

• Prophets of the 
Restoration period

The Prophet AMOS is one of
the prophets of the
northern Kingdom of Israel,
along with Hosea, Joel, and
Jonah.

HOW DO WE CLASSIFY THE PROPHETS?



The English word prophet is a transliteration of a
compound Greek word derived
from pro (“before/toward”) and phesein (“to
tell”); thus, it is someone who conveys messages
from the divine to humans, including occasionally
foretelling future events. In other words a prophet
is God’s interpreter and mouthpiece. In a
different interpretation, it means advocate or
speaker.

In Hebrew the word for spokesperson
traditionally, translated as prophet, comes from a
root meaning “to bubble forth, as from a
fountain,” hence “to utter,” as a spokesman,
speaker, or prophet. The root may imply speaking
enthusiastically, “to utter cries, and make more or
less wild gestures.”

In Samuel’s time another word meaning a “seer”
began to be used.

WHAT DOES THE WORD PROPHET MEAN?



The Hebrew prophet was not merely a person enlightened by God to
foretell events but also the interpreter and supernaturally
enlightened herald sent by Yahweh to communicate His will and
designs to Israel.

A prophet’s mission consisted in preaching as well as in foretelling.
He had to maintain and develop the knowledge of the Old Law
among the Chosen People, lead them back when they strayed, and
gradually prepare the way for the new kingdom of God, which the
messiah was to establish on earth.

Prophecy, in general, signifies a prophet’s supernatural message and
more especially, from custom, the predictive element of the
prophetic message.

In Christianity, a prophet or seer is one inspired by God through the
Holy Spirit to deliver a message. This includes the prophets of
ancient Israel as well as those who function as prophets in the
Church.

HOW DO WE DEFINE A PROPHET?



Biblical prophets were persons who claimed to
convey a message from God or teach the Word of
God. In addition, sometimes God gave them a
prophecy of the future to convey to the people of
their time. In some cases, God used them in a
miracle.

HOW DO WE DEFINE A PROPHET?

A true prophet proclaimed the message given to him as a seer beholding a 
vision of God. Amos 3:7 argues that God reveals His plans to the prophets:

Surely the Lord GOD does nothing without revealing his secret to his servants the 
prophets.

A true prophet was a spokesman for God; he spoke in God’s name and by His
authority. He is the mouth by which God spoke to men, and hence what the
prophet said was not of man but of God.

Deuteronomy 18:18-19 explains a prophet’s role this way:
I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put
my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I
command. Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in
my name, I myself will hold accountable.



Israel’s prophets regarded themselves as being in a unique
relationship with the Creator. They were intimately tied up with the
movements of the periods in which they lived. They interpreted
Israel and its relationship to God.

What characterizes the prophets, and it is still a bit of a shock to
the rest of us, is an immense self-confidence that they spoke for
God. They begin with “Thus says the Lord” and “Hear the word of
the Lord.”

It is the prophets’ initial transformative experience that governs
the rest of their insight. It is their initial theophany, their initial
parting of the veil, that seems to become the nature of how they
henceforth saw reality.

St.Paul argues that the only way this realignment would take place
was through an ego-stripping experience that tears away our false
and fabricated self and leads us to a new self. He knew that he was
still a mass of contradictions and inconsistencies but his absolute
confidence was not in his personal wholeness, but in Jesus.

WHAT IS THE PROPHETS’ AUTHORITY TO SPEAK?



The Prophet AMOS was an older contemporary of Hosea and
Isaiah.

The earthquake mentioned in the first chapter of the Book of
Amos places him between 760-55 BC.

This was during the rule of Jeroboam II (793-53 BC), the last of
Israel’s great kings, while Uzziah (792-40 BC) was king of Judah.

WHEN WAS THE PROPHET AMOS ACTIVE?



Under Jeroboam II the Kingdom of Israel reached the zenith of its
prosperity and enjoyed a substantial period of peace and security
marked by artistic and commercial development. Samaria, its
capital, boasted of beautiful and substantial buildings of hewn
stone and ivory decorations rather than brick. Abundance,
comfort and luxury abounded in the northern Kingdom.

However, the division between rich and poor increased, and social
corruption and the oppression of the poor and helpless were
common. In addition, although there was a great outward show
of religious observance, including sacrifices and offerings, the
priesthood had been defiled by appointment of non-Levites,
many new holidays were celebrated that had their origins in
pagan tradition, and even certain idols were kept in the places of
worship.

WHEN WAS THE PROPHET AMOS ACTIVE?



The Prophet AMOS felt that he was
called from his rural home in Judah
to remind the rich and powerful in
Israel of God's requirement for
justice (e.g. 2:6-16). He claimed that
religion that is not accompanied by
right action is anathema to God
(5:21ff.), and accurately foretold the
destruction of the northern kingdom
of Israel (although he did not specify
Assyria as the cause)(e.g. 5:1-2; 8:2).

The Prophet AMOS spoke against an
increased disparity between the very
wealthy and the very poor. His major
themes of justice, God's
omnipotence, and divine judgment
became staples of prophecy.

WHEN WAS THE PROPHET AMOS ACTIVE?



The Prophet AMOS was
from the southern
Kingdom of Judah but
preached in the northern
Kingdom of
Israel, particularly in the
cities of Samaria and
Bethel.

The Prophet AMOS was
not from the school of
prophets, which he
claimed would qualify him
as a true prophet. One of
AMOS' well known claims
is:

I am no prophet nor a
prophet’s son, but I am a
herdsman and a dresser
of sycamore trees. (7:14)

WHAT WAS THE PROPHET AMOS’ BACKGROUND?







While the Prophet AMOS’ claim that he was not a prophet was often
understood to mean that he was reluctant to prophesy or that he
was poor, scholars today see it as a claim to be financially
independent and not a part of the corrupt religious system of his day.

His agricultural holdings as a shepherd and a tender of trees were
seen in his day as a sign of means, which he used to point out that he
was not in the prophetic ministry for money, and that his efforts
were only in response to God's command.

He was most probably from a wealthy background, and thus the
owner of flocks of sheep, herds of cattle, and sycamore groves rather
than simply a herdsman or a farmhand. He probably would have
done a large amount of traveling to the wool and cattle markets of
Israel and Judah.

WHAT WAS THE PROPHET AMOS’ BACKGROUND?



The Prophet AMOS became
aware of the social, and
economic conditions and
practices of both the higher and
lower classes of society, yet
shaped by his rural experiences,
maintained a clear perspective of
the evils that he saw as he
traveled.

While the Israelites felt their
lifestyle was normal, the Prophet
perceived it as hateful to God.

WHAT WAS THE PROPHET AMOS’ BACKGROUND?



The Prophet AMOS was the first Hebrew prophet to have a Biblical book
named for him. In fact, he is the first of the prophets to write down the
messages he has received. No earlier instance of a literary prophet is
known; but the example he gave was followed by others in an almost
unbroken succession.

He has always been admired for the purity of his language, his beauty of
diction, and his poetic art. In all these respects he is Isaiah's spiritual
progenitor.

The literary qualities of the Book of Amos suggest a man of education
rather than a poor farmer. But in those days the sum of book-learning
was necessarily small, and proficiency in knowledge and oratory was
chiefly dependent not on a professional education, but on a shrewd
observation of men and things, a memory retentive of traditional lore,
and the faculty of original thought.

The book ends unexpectedly (9:8–15) with a promise of restoration for
Israel. Because these verses so radically differ from the threatening
nature of the rest of the book, many scholars believe them not to be the
Prophet AMOS’ words but to be a later addition.

WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT THE BOOK OF AMOS? 



The Prophet AMOS was forced to leave the
northern kingdom and to return to his native
country. As this prevented him from bringing
his message directly to those to whom he felt
he was sent, he wrote instead.

If they could not hear his messages, they could
read them, and if his contemporaries refused to
do so, following generations might still profit by
them.

His book is a collection of individual sayings and
reports of visions. Whether the Prophet AMOS
himself wrote down any of his sayings is not
certain; his words may have been recorded by a
scribe from his dictation or by a later writer
who knew the sayings from oral tradition. The
present arrangement of the sayings probably
reflects the work of someone other than the
Prophet.

WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT THE BOOK OF AMOS? 

Manuscript of Amos 2
c.A.D.550



The Book of Amos opens with a historical note about the prophet,
then a short oracle announcing God’s judgment (repeated in the
Book of Joel). The PROPHET denounces the crimes committed by
the gentile nations and tells Israel that even they have sinned and
are guilty of the same crimes. He reports five symbolic visions
prophesying the destruction of Israel. Among these visions, with no
apparent order, are an oracle on the nature of prophecy, snippets of
hymns, oracles of woe, a third-person prose narrative concerning
the prophet, and an oracle promising restoration of the House of
David, which had not yet fallen in the Prophet AMOS’ lifetime.

The writer emerges as a thoughtful, probably well-traveled man of
fierce integrity, who possessed a poet’s gift for homely but forceful
imagery and rhythmic language.

So distinctive is his style of expression that in many instances the
reader can distinguish those portions genuinely by the Prophet
AMOS from parts probably invented by others, such as the
concluding, optimistic section foretelling the restoration of the
Davidic kingdom.

WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT THE BOOK OF AMOS? 



The Prophet AMOS’ message is primarily one of doom. Although
Israel’s neighbors do not escape his attention, his threats are
directed primarily against Israel, which, he contends, has defected
from the worship of Yahweh to the worship of Canaanite gods.

This belief prompts his polemic against the feasts and solemn
assemblies observed by Israel.

He also pronounces judgment on the rich for self-indulgence and
oppression of the poor and on those who pervert justice.

He is the first prophet to use the term “the Day of the Lord,” on
which God will reveal His power, punish the wicked, and renew the
righteous. His phrase becomes important within future prophetic
and apocalyptic literature. For the people of Israel this would be the
day when God will fight against His and their enemies, and it will be
a day of victory for Israel. However, the Prophet AMOS and other
prophets warned that it will be a day of darkness for Israel because
of its defection from Yahweh.

WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT THE BOOK OF AMOS? 





AMOS Grieves over Israel,
1865-66,
by Gustave Doré



Israel’s prophets were oracles (a term for a person as well as a
place) for ways in which humans communicated with their gods. The
oracle was possessed by the deity and served as a vehicle for the
words.

Amos’ first chapter is a series of oracles by God against the cities
that were Israel’s neighbors. All these cities were guilty of idolatry
and oppressing the Israelites. However, God will also punish Judah’s
sins:

Thus says the LORD:
For three transgressions of Judah,

and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,
because they have rejected the instruction of the LORD

and have not kept his statutes,
but they have been led astray by the same lies

after which their ancestors walked.
So I will send a fire on Judah,

and it shall devour the strongholds of Jerusalem.(Amos 2:4-5)

WHAT WERE THE PROPHET AMOS’ MAIN TEACHINGS? 



Prayers and sacrifices do not make up for bad deeds. Practice of
religious acts is no insurance against God’s judgment and immunity
cannot be claimed simply because of past favor of God, irrespective
of deeds and the measure of faithful service.

The Prophet AMOS described God as ethical, in that He could not be
affected by anything except the righteousness of the believer. As a
God of justice, God demands right living and not rituals. YHWH, God
of justice, demands right living and not oblations:

I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them,

and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.

Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.

But let justice roll down like water
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

(Amos 5:21–24).

WHAT WERE THE PROPHET AMOS’ MAIN TEACHINGS? 



Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-68)
quoted this passage from Amos in
his 6 December 1955 Dexter
Avenue Baptist Church sermon
following Rosa Parks’ arrest for
refusing to sit in the back of a
public bus.

In his “I Have A Dream” Speech at
the 1963 “March on Washington,”
he also quoted Amos: “We will
not be satisfied until justice rolls
down like waters and
righteousness like a mighty
stream.”

The 2006 NAACP campaign for a living wage was entitled “Let Justice
Roll,” also an overt reference to Amos 5:24.

WHAT IS THE PROPHET AMOS’ MOST FAMOUS QUOTE?



To the Prophet AMOS, behaving
justly is much more important than
ritual (Amos 5:21–24). Ceremonial
worship has no intrinsic value; the
only genuine service of God consists
in justice and righteousness.

He believed that economic justice
was necessary to preserve the nation
(whereas his opponents asserted that
sacrifices and offerings were
preserving it). This conviction forced
him to conclude that a God who
wanted the nation preserved must
want justice and want it always, and
could never therefore want sacrifices,
which abetted and condoned
injustice.

WHAT WERE THE PROPHET AMOS’ MAIN TEACHINGS? 



The Prophet AMOS was an uncompromising monotheist. There is
not a verse in his writing that admits the existence of other deities.

Dependence on God is a requisite towards fulfillment. One will live 
if he seeks the Lord (Amos 5:4).

For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel:
Seek me and live,…

WHAT WERE THE PROPHET AMOS’ MAIN TEACHINGS? 

The relationship between the people of Israel and God is articulated
to be a moral contract. If the people of Israel fall below the moral
requirements of God, then their relationship will certainly be
dissolved.











THE END


