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WHAT IS CREATION?
Prepared by Charles E.DICKSON,Ph.D.



A PRAYER  FOR JOY IN GOD'S CREATION

O heavenly Father,

who hast filled the world with beauty:

Open our eyes to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works;

that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, 

we may learn to serve thee with gladness; 

for the sake of  him through whom all things were made,

thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



WHAT IS CREATION
TO A DICTIONARY WRITER?

Noah Webster (1758–1843), 
publisher of the American Dictionary of the English Language (1828)



Definition of creation

1: the act of creating especially: the act of bringing the world into 
ordered existence

2: the act of making, inventing, or producing: such as
a: the act of investing with a new rank or office
b: the first representation of a dramatic role

3: something that is created: such as
a: WORLD
b: creatures singly or in aggregate
c: an original work of art
d: a new, usually striking, article of clothing

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/creating
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/created
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/world
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/creatures


WHAT IS CREATION
TO A WRITER OF THE TORAH (c.6th century BC)?



Genesis 1:1-4 
When God began to create the heaven and the earth-the
earth being unformed and void, with darkness over the
surface of the deep and a wind from God sweeping over the
water-God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. God
saw that the light was good. . . .

King James Version (1611)
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

And the earth was without form, and void; 
and darkness was upon the face of the deep. 

And the Spirit of God moved upon 
the face of the waters.

And God said, Let there be light: 
and there was light.

And God saw the light, 
that it was good. . . .



Isaiah
The Old Testament 8th-century BC Israelite prophet

WHAT IS CREATION
TO A PROPHET?



Isaiah 44:24 

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer,
who formed you in the womb:

I am the LORD, who made all things,
who alone stretched out the heavens,
who by myself spread out the earth;



WHAT IS CREATION
TO THE PSALMIST?



Psalm 33:6 (c.1034)

By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,* 
by the breath of his mouth all the heavenly hosts. 

Christ Enthroned in His Creation by Christina DeMichele



WHAT IS CREATION
TO A FIRST-CENTURY CHRISTIAN?

Saint Paul the Apostle
(c.5-c.64/67)



Acts 17:24-26

The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served
by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all
mortals life and breath and all things.

From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where
they would live. . . .



WHAT IS CREATION
TO CONSTANTINE’S CHURCH?

The First Council of Nicaea (325)



The Nicene Creed

Credo in unum Deum,
Patrem omnipoténtem,
factórem cæli et terræ,
visibílium ómnium et invisibílium.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of  heaven and earth,

of  all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus

Christ. . .Through him all things 

were made. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the Giver of  life.



WHAT IS CREATION
TO AN ENGLISH REFORMER?

Richard Hooker (1554-1600), 
author of The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, with its strong emphasis on 

natural law eternally planted by God in creation.



God hath created nothing simply for itself: but each thing in all things,
and of every thing each part in other hath such interest, that in the
whole world nothing is found whereunto anything created can say, “I
need thee not.”. . .

What good the sun doth, by heat and light; the moon and stars, by
their secret influence; the air, and wind, and water, by every their
several qualities: what commodity the earth, receiving their services,
yieldeth again unto her inhabitants: how beneficial by nature the
operations of all things are; how far the use and profit of them is
extended; somewhat the greatness of the works of God, but much
more our own inadvertency and carelessness, doth disable us to
conceive. Only this, because we see, we cannot be ignorant of,
that whatsoever doth in dignity and pre-eminence of nature
most excel, by it other things receive most benefit and
commodity.

From A Learned Sermon of the Nature of Pride, printed in 1612.



WHAT IS CREATION
TO THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH?

The Episcopal Church (1789- )



Q

.
What do we learn about God as creator from the

revelation to Israel?

A

.

We learn that there is one God, the Father Almighty,

creator of  heaven and earth, of  all that is, seen and

unseen.

Q

.
What does this mean?

A

.

This means that the universe is good, that it is the work of

a single loving God who creates, sustains, and directs it.

Q

.
What does this mean about our place in the universe?

A

.

It means that the world belongs to its creator; and that

we are called to enjoy it and to care for it in accordance

with God's purposes.

An Outline of the Faith, commonly called the Catechism



Eucharistic Prayer C, BCP, p. 370

God of  all power, 

Ruler of  the Universe, 

you are worthy of  glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: 

the vast expanse of  interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their 

courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 



Eucharistic Prayer D, BCP, p. 373 

We acclaim you, 

holy Lord, 

glorious in power. 

Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. 

You formed us in your own image, 

giving the whole world into our care,

so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, 

we might rule and serve all your creatures. 



Prayers of the People, Form IV, BCP, p. 388 

Give us a reverence for the earth as your own creation,

that we may use its resources rightly in the service of  others 

and to your honor and glory.



WHAT IS CREATION
TO OUR RECTOR?

The Reverend Steve Keplinger



A Slot Canyon



In 1982 the Episcopal Church’s General Convention
passed a resolution

(a) to “affirm its belief in the glorious ability of God to create in any
manner,”

(b) to “reject the rigid dogmatism of the ‘Creationist’ movement”
and

(c) to affirm “our support of the scientists, educators, and
theologians in the search for truth in this creation that God has
given and entrusted to us.”

In 2005 the Committee on Science, Technology and Faith of the
Episcopal Church’s Executive Council prepared for study in
congregations A CATECHISM OF CREATION, an Episcopal
Understanding (2005) to “help Episcopalians become better
informed about fundamental elements of both Christian faith and
modern science. . . .”



A CATECHISM OF CREATION, 
an Episcopal Understanding (2005) 

A theology of creation presents the Church’s thinking about the relationship

between God and the world as it is informed by our understandings of Holy
Scripture and observations of nature. It seeks to express in human language
the mysteries of this relationship. It is not a theory about the universe but a
doctrine about the God who creates.

Throughout the history of Christian thought, in the tradition of “faith seeking
understanding,” our understanding of the doctrine of creation has been
informed by discoveries and theories in the natural sciences, but without the
doctrine itself being determined by any particular scientific theory or world
view.



The following are a few excepts:

Biblical Understanding: 

Christ came not just to save our souls, but for all of God’s creation:
Christ is the Word through whom all things were made (John 1:3) and
the one who holds all of creation together in himself (Col. 1:16-17).

The New Testament teaches that Christ came to redeem the whole of
creation and not merely human beings (Rom. 8:19-22; Eph. 1:10; Col.
1:20; 2 Cor. 5:19).



The Holy Bible on Care for God’s Creation 

Genesis 1:26-28 states that human beings are
created God’s “image and likeness” and given

dominion over all other creatures. “Dominion” does not mean “domination,”
but refers to the need for humans to exercise responsibility for the earth
as God’s representatives.

In Genesis 2, the human beings are given the garden to tend and serve,
symbolizing our obligation to care for creation.

Human beings do in fact exercise dominion over “this fragile earth, our island
home” (Book of Common Prayer, p. 370). God wills that we exercise it in
accordance with God’s desires and purposes.

God declared the whole of creation to be “very good” (Gen. 1:31): earth and
the life that dwells upon it have value in and of themselves.

As “the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it” (Ps. 24:1), we human beings
are called upon to tend, serve, and protect the earth as a sacred trust for
which we shall one day give an accounting.



WHAT IS CREATION
TO SOME CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGIANS?

According to Anglican priest and biologist Arthur
Peacocke, God acts as Creator “in, with and under” the
natural processes of chance and natural selection.

Theologian Elizabeth Johnson writes that God the
Creator uses random genetic mutations to ensure
variety, resilience, novelty and freedom in the world.
At the same time, the universe operates by certain
natural laws or “secondary causes” by which God, the
Primary Cause, ensures regularity and reliability in
nature.



John Charlton Polkinghorne, theoretical physicist, theologian,
and Anglican priest, states that God the Creator has given the
world a free process, just as God has given human beings free
choice. Divine Love (1 John 4:8) frees the universe and life to
develop as they are able to by using all of their divinely given
powers and capacities.

Because God’s Love is poured out within the creation,
theologian the late Denis Edwards, a Roman Catholic priest,
asserts that “the Trinitarian God is present to every creature
in its being and becoming.”

CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGIANS



WHAT IS CREATION
TO FREEMASONRY?

First Grand Lodge in London (formed in 1717)



Freemasons refer to God the Creator as “the Great Architect of the Universe”
(also Grand Architect of the Universe or Supreme Architect of the Universe).

Book of Constitutions (1723) by the Reverend James Anderson



WHAT IS CREATION
TO AMERICA’S FOUNDERS?
The Second Continental Congress, 1775-81



The Declaration of Independence (1776)

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 

that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.



WHAT IS CREATION
TO AN ASTRONOMER? 

Edwin Hubble (1889-1953)



Creation by the Big Bang

In the late 1920s Hubble made observations that he interpreted as showing
that distant stars and galaxies are receding from Earth in every direction. He
deduced from this that all the currently observed matter and energy in the
universe were initially condensed in a small and infinitely hot mass. The Big
Bang, a theory formulated by Belgian Roman Catholic priest Georges
Lemaître (1894-1966), then sent matter and energy expanding in all
directions.



Science and Religion 

A core doctrine of the Baháʼí Faith (established in 1863) is the essential
harmony of science and religion. They have a common reality. Both reveal
themselves progressively. The prophets and founders of the world’s Faiths all
complement and build on former revelations; and the great scientists and
their discoveries all proceed from the previous work of others. Both science
and religion, these primary aspects of the one body of truth, complement
and support one another.

Religion and science are inter-twined with each other and cannot be
separated. These are the two wings with which humanity must fly.



Physicist Howard J. Van Till has written that God
has creatively and generously given the creation all
of the powers and capacities “in the beginning”
that enable it to organize and transform itself into
the variety of atoms, molecules, chemical
elements, galaxies, stars, and planets in the
universe, and species of living things on this earth.

In this evolving universe, God the Creator does not
dictate the outcome of nature’s activities, but
allows the world to become what it is able to
become in all of its diversity: one could say that
God has a purpose rather than a fixed plan, a goal
rather than a blueprint.

God’s Purpose in Creating



WHAT IS CREATION
TO SOME OTHER SCIENTISTS? 

There was a time when scientists regarded the universe as the handiwork of
God the Creator. But many modern scientists operate on the assumption that
God is a myth, that the universe is an entity caused and ruled by chance.

Special creation or supernatural intervention is not subjectable to meaningful
tests, which require predicting plausible results and then checking these
results through observation and experimentation

For those who are studying the origin of life, the question is no longer
whether life could have originated by chemical processes involving no
biological components but which of many pathways might have been
followed to produce the first cells.



WHAT IS CREATION
TO A CHRISTIAN WRITER? 

Christin Ditchfield Lazo, Th.M., 
author, speaker, and radio host



Daily Devotional, 
a ministry of The Living Church, October 10, 2020

Take a break from the horrors in the headlines, all the trauma and drama on
social media. Search instead for the signature of God in all he has made.
Watch the sunrise or sunset or go for a walk. Look closely at the flowers and
trees in your own garden or neighborhood. Listen to the whisper of wind in
the trees, the roaring of the ocean, or the patter of the rain. Consider how
magnificent creation truly is and what it reveals about its Creator. Meditate
on it, reflect on it. Join with the psalmist and let your heart sing God’s
praise!



WHAT IS CREATION
TO A MUSICAL COMPOSER? 

[Franz] Joseph Haydn (1732-1809), 
composer of the oratorio The Creation (1797-98) 



Hymn 409 has Haydn’s tune Creation and words by Joseph Addison 
(1672-1719)

The spacious firmament on high,
with all the blue ethereal sky,
and spangled heavens, a shining frame,
their great Original proclaim.

The unwearied sun from day to day
does his Creator's power display,
and publishes to every land
the work of an almighty hand.



WHAT IS CREATION
TO A POET?

James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938), 
best known for the song "Lift Every Voice and Sing" 



The Creation (1927)

And God stepped out on space,
And he looked around and said:
I'm lonely—
I'll make me a world.
And far as the eye of God could see
Darkness covered everything,
Blacker than a hundred midnights
Down in a cypress swamp.
Then God smiled,
And the light broke,
And the darkness rolled up on one 
side,
And the light stood shining on the 
other,
And God said: That's good!

. . .



WHAT IS CREATION
TO A PAINTER?

Michelangelo [di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni] (1475-1564)



The Creation of Adam, 

a fresco painting forming part of the Sistine Chapel’s ceiling (c.1508-12)




