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‘
The spiritual challenge 
for us is to begin to see 
time as something to 
be received instead of 
managed, and to develop 
an attitude of Sabbath 
where life is a gift instead 
of a scarce resource.

There May Be Help  
We Don’t Know About

Eight hundred years before the birth of Jesus, the prophet Isaiah proclaimed, 
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Those who lived 
in a land of deep darkness, on them 
light has shined.”

This is our context for Advent, 
only the felt experience of darkness 
is in the present tense, not the past: 
“The people who walk in dark-
ness…” That’s us.

Perhaps the canaries in the 
mineshaft, so to speak, are our young 
people. Struggling with puberty, 
wanting to be adults but not yet 
knowing how, soaking up our values 
but not really wanting them, and 
believing there has to be a better way, 

teenagers often feel lost, describe their lives as chaos, and 
wonder whether they are making the right choices or what 
it’s all for, anyway. Chaos.

It makes me very sad to see that our young people 
are carrying the same burdens we adults carry: over-pro-
grammed, dis-spirited, and pushed to the breaking point 
under a regimen that is assumed will lead them to future 
“success.”

The unfolding of the Advent Art Project. 
See Page 5 for details.
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From 
the
Interim  
Rector
continued  
from page 1

Briefly Deadline
The next deadline for 

The Briefly is Tuesday, Jan. 
20, 2009, for the February 
issue. 

Please send elec‑
tronic articles to Martha 
P.L. Whitaker at: jartham@
cox.net. Either MS Word or 
WordPerfect format is ac‑
ceptable, or you may simply 
paste the article into the 
body of your e‑mail. 

If you do not have 
access to a computer, you 
may neatly hand write or 
type your article, and put it 
in Lynn Albright’s GSP mail‑
box no later than Monday, 
Jan. 19. 

Please send graphics 
and photos directly to John 
Banks  at jdbanks@gmail.
com.

Of course, the biggest area of struggle and 
brokenness in our lives is in relation to time. 
Spouses don’t have time for each other; parents 
don’t have time for children; teenagers don’t have 
time to breathe; nobody has time for anything. 
We’re all stressed out. How are we to live the life 
that God wants to live in us when we are dis-
spirited?

Anthropologists observe that in most indig-
enous cultures, a dis-spirited person would be 
asked four questions:

• Where in your life did you stop singing?
• Where in your life did you stop dancing?
• Where in your life did you stop telling 

stories?
• Where in your life did you stop listening to 

silence?
With the possible exception of dancing, 

which we should do more of, these are all activi-
ties in which our community of faith frequently 
engages. The spiritual challenge for us is to begin 
to see time as something to be received instead of 
managed, and to develop an attitude of Sabbath 
where life is a gift instead of a scarce resource.

I know… When a preacher suggests that the 
way to find more peace is to give more time to 

God, it is difficult to take him seriously. But that 
is exactly the sacrificial principle: Give God a 
portion of your day—every day, and God will 
bless the rest of your day. “The people who walk 
in darkness will see a great light…” There might 
be help we don’t know about.

The scriptural texts of Advent traffic in 
dreams, visions and imagination. They inspire 
us to trust the audacious promise of God, at the 
heart of all hope, the promise made to a young 
Mary, stunned by the announcement that she 
was to be the mother of God’s child: “Nothing 
will be impossible with God.” If we attempt to 
turn this into a gynecological riddle, we run into 
a dead end. The point of the story is remarkably 
clear but easy to miss if we insist on being literal-
ists: God can do what we cannot. There might be 
help we don’t know about.

The help we so desperately want to quiet 
the chaos in our lives may be impossible for us, 
but it is not impossible with God. It is there for 
the asking. Give God a little more time in this 
season and see what happens.

Fr. Harold+

Transition News
Search Committee Report

Your Search Committee met on Sunday, 
Nov. 16. We spent some time sharing ideas and 
thoughts since our last meeting and found 
that this transition period is more dif-
ficult than we had anticipated. We 
are especially interested in hearing 
from many parishioners about 
your thoughts and feelings or what 
your concerns and hopes are for GSP. There 
will be opportunities to do so within a structured 
setting in the Spring but feel free to talk with any 
of us at any time.

Members of the committee are Lynne Al-
bright & Ernie Galaz (Co-Chairs), Chris Eastoe, 

Linda Hutson, Beth Lee, Dick Miya, Catherine 
Penn, Tom Pitello, Terry Shreve, Roger Swett, 

and Virginia Zuelow.
We also looked at organizing 

information gathering in five areas: 
1) Demographics; 2) Programs; 3) 

History; 4) Financial; and 5) Perception/
Aspiration. Coordinators and resources 
were determined for each area. Ministry 
Leaders be aware that you may be con-

tacted by members of the Search Committee for 
information that you may have.

Our next meeting is Sunday, Dec. 7. We will 
have a retreat with our Consultant, Canon Frank 
Clark, on Jan. 2-3.
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From 
the  
Senior 
Warden

As a child, I loved the magic and promise of 
Christmas, even if in those days it was mostly 
the promise of presents from Santa. Today, my 
adult self knows that the promise was more 
than a stack of shiny packages. I grew up in the 
Episcopal Church and we observed Advent in a 
different way back then, eschewing Christmas 
decorations in our family’s home until the week 
before December 25, so that our preparation for 
the holiday was extended—no, excruciatingly 
protracted in the eyes and impatience of a child. 
However, holding the tension of all that antici-
pation made the arrival of Christmas Eve, with 
its midnight candlelit service and staying up later 
than usual, something worth waiting for. And I 
have to admit that even as a youngster, opening 
all those presents was a bit anti-climactic after 
participating in the ritual practices of our church 
community that led up to Christmas morning. I 
get it now: the anticipation and the waiting was 
the true gift.

It’s not unlike the gift we have been given as 
a parish as we hold the tension of what-will-be. 
Collectively, we anticipate unknown changes 
during this transition period. Individually, some 
of us are more or less aware of changes that are 
happening right now. Personally, I find myself 
swinging back and forth between excitement and 
hope for the future (remember all those presents 
under the tree?) and a sense of dread and fear 
about what’s to come (what if Santa didn’t get 
my list?). I have heard Christians described as an 
“Easter people.” Well, at GSP, for the foreseeable 
future, we are also an “Advent people,” living 
in anticipation of and with the mystery of the 
unseen that is not yet visible—both among us 
and within us.

What can Advent teach us about living 
through this protracted period of transition? 
How can we appreciate the waiting as a gift our 

parish has been given? How do we honor, in this 
moment, the still-to-be-discovered new vision 
and leadership that do not yet dwell among us?

Well, I think we miss the mark if our waiting 
is passive. For guidance, I go back to my child-
hood experience of church. We went to church 
every Sunday. We were engaged. We weren’t 
alone. We volunteered. We laughed together. 
And sometimes we disagreed with each other—
and then found new common ground. The rela-
tionships formed in those years were transform-
ing for me as a young person. The relationships 
I have at GSP now are transforming me today. 
Granted, my parents made some of those choices 
about church attendance and involvement for 
me when I was young. But that gift, too, is with 
me still.

I hope that your response to the gift of transi-
tion and change will be to allow yourself and 
your family to be as fully engaged in the life of 
this parish as possible. During Advent, attend as 
many Sunday and holiday services as you can to 
celebrate the incarnation of our Savior. Pledge 
an amount to GSP for 2009 that raises a lump 
in your throat. Listen for the call of ministry if 
it whispers in your heart. Sing for peace in the 
New Year. Yes, even attend (horrors!) the An-
nual Parish Meeting on January 25. I know this 
much for sure: we make the journey through this 
Advent of anticipation and hope together.

Peace,
Catherine Penn
Senior Warden

Get The Briefly by e-mail!
Are you currently 

receiving The Briefly on 
paper? Would you like to 
save paper? Would you like 
to help Grace St. Paul’s save 
paper? Then sign up for the 
e‑Briefly!

Just send an e‑mail to 
David Wachter at gsp1@
dakotacom.net, asking to 
receive The Briefly via 
e‑mail and specifying the 
address at which you’d like 
to receive it. That’s all it 
takes! You’ll receive future 
issues in Acrobat Reader 
(PDF) format. (If you need 
to install Acrobat Reader 
on your computer, you will 
find current versions of it at 
www.adobe.com.)
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Liturgy & Music
Notes 
from  

the 
Choir 
Stalls

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: I would my 
true love did so chance to see the legend of my play, 
to call my true love to the dance…the movement 
of God in our lives, the dance to which we are 
called, feels most pronounced to me at Christ-
mas. It starts with the music. Christmas music 
has the power to call forth powerful emotions—
nostalgia, love, sadness, and sometimes disap-
pointment. The season promises so much, but 
like everything else in life, provides only what we 

show up with ourselves. This is not to say 
that God in the Infant Jesus and his Mum 
and Dad and all the angels and shepherds 
and kings and sheep aren’t there, as well. 
They are if we let them be and don’t crowd 
them out of our hearts and minds.

This will be a different Christmas for 
many around the world. The trappings 
of consumerism are collapsed in a pile of 
tarnished tinsel and people don’t feel much 
like dancing. Presents from Costco are 

looking pretty good this year. Grace St. Paul’s 
will be having an Alternative Christmas Fair for 
those of you seeking gifts that are meaningful 
on levels other than the usual must-have stuff. I 
don’t know about you, though, but some of the 
folks on my gift list for whom I might have sent 
a goat to Africa now have needs of their own, or 
are living in fear that they might very soon, and 
could really use a practical present for themselves 
(as well as sending a goat to Africa). The feast of 
Christmas can taste like thin gruel. Blue Christ-
mas, on Sunday, Dec. 14, may be well attended. 
Harpist Carolyn Ancell has offered her talents 
for that service, and although the choir didn’t 
sing last year, we will be back this year.

It may seem counterintuitive to the fear-
ful, but now is the time to give even more. Not 
because there’s some giant scorecard in the sky 
that says if you give more, you’ll get bennies 
down the road, but because Charles Dickens had 
it right, which is why A Christmas Carol has been 
so popular since 1843. We keep a good Christ-
mas, with feasting and singing and dancing and 
generosity, because it enlarges our spirit and gives 
us an excuse for joy and for loving life, which is 
what God wants for us. This isn’t license to run 
up more charges on the plastic; if you ain’t got 

it, probably shouldn’t spend it. But ways can be 
found to rejoice.

My father is an atheist, and Christmas was 
always fraught—my mother desperately tried to 
keep up the traditions, with which Dad grudg-
ingly went along most years, but once he won 
the battle and we weren’t allowed to have a 
Christmas tree. I was determined to have one, 
though, so I went out to the alley and dragged in 
a large leafless branch pruned from a chinaberry 
tree. Its twigs were polished smooth and silver 
from the elements. I tied clumps of pyracantha 
berries on it with ribbon to fill it out and add 
some color and decorated it like a regular Christ-
mas tree. We had many trees over the years, 
but that’s the one I remember best. On another 
Christmas Day, I had laryngitis and couldn’t sing 
carols at the piano with mother, so I whistled 
instead (until she begged me to stop). You could 
either say that I had a relentless appetite for 
Christmas joy or that I was a control freak. Or 
as my husband would say, what do you mean 
“was”.

I am declaring this year to be Comfort Food 
Christmas regarding the music for the Christmas 
Eve services. In difficult times, we need those old 
traditional carols and family gathered around 
the piano (in this case, the organ), with faithful 
instrumentalists from the parish joining in. The 
choir will sing “Christmas Day” (a medley of 
traditional English carols) by Gustav Holst for 
the offertory, and the carol service will be joyful 
and there will be a new arrangement of Friendly 
Beasts for the children and we will join the Jesus 
in the dance to which we are constantly invited, 
on the night of His birth. Then on Christmas 
Day, some of us will stagger out of bed and 
dance on down to Grace St. Paul’s to provide 
music for the Christmas morning Eucharist. See 
you there!

Peace on earth and a truly happy and pros-
perous New Year to you all,

Christina Jarvis
Director of Music 

Holiday Services
Blue Christmas:

Sunday, Dec. 14, 6:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve: 
Wednesday, Dec. 24,  
6 p.m., Family Service 
10:30 p.m., Carols
11 p.m., Traditional  
“Midnight Mass”

Christmas Day:
Eucharist with Carols, 

Dec. 25, 10 a.m.
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Liturgy & Music
‘Painless Christmas Pageant’ 
at 6 p.m. on Christmas Eve

We all have witnessed (or endured) many 
time-intensive and stress-producing Christmas 
productions involving children. The “Painless 
Pageant” provides a happy alternative. There are 
no rehearsals, starting in mid-November; no 
lines to memorize; none of that. 

It works like this: Beginning on Sunday, Dec. 
14, children wishing to participate in the “Pain-
less Pageant” on Dec. 24 will be able to pick up 
their costumes. They will also be able to pick 
them up beginning at 4:45 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve. The service starts at 6 p.m.

During the service, a member of the clergy 
will tell or read the story of Jesus’ birth, while 
children dressed as angels, shepherds, animals, 
Mary and Joseph, and all the other familiar char-
acters, will form a tableau as the congregation 
sings favorite Christmas Carols.

It’s great! It works! It’s a lot of fun! And it’s 
painless (well, almost).

Of course, the painless pageant does not 
replace the traditional solemn “Midnight Mass” 
later that evening. Pease join your worshipping 
community for one of these liturgies on Christ-
mas Eve.

Singing for Peace on New Year’s Eve
An Evening of Chants and Meditation

Celebrate the close of the old year with 
hope for the new! We will gather on New 
Year’s Eve, Dec. 31, from 7-8:30 p.m. in the 
Chancel for an evening of meditation and 
singing for peace—peace in our hearts, in 
our communities and in the world. 

Using our voices, singing simple, easy-
to-learn chants, we will express our desire 
for the peace that passes understanding 
and for a world in which all beings may be 
happy and free from suffering. 

Kristopher Lindquist—composer, musi-
cian, philosopher and seeker—will be our 
leader for this event.

Advent Unfolding: The Advent Art Project
Hopefully, by the time you read 

this, you will have had a chance to 
experience the initial installation of 
the Advent Art Project. 

Members of our group worked 
with the Advent themes of anticipa-
tion and embracing the unknown 
and used a color palette of purple, 
violet, lavender and pink. The proj-
ect will be installed in stages, so that 
on each of the four Advent Sun-
days, a new component is revealed. 

As a group, our own Advent Art 
experience has mirrored the journey 
of incarnation we celebrate this 
season. We began by saying “yes” to 
the project without knowing what 
it would become, we sat in conver-
sation and in silence and listened 
for the voice of the Holy Spirit to 

speak and direct us, and, eventually, 
we did the actual work of making 
the unseen visible, giving the proj-
ect its final, physical form. We hope 
that our installation will enhance 
your Advent journey as well!

Contributors include Terri 
Franks, D.D. Hargadon, Wendy 
Pipentacos, Lu Pipentacos, Nanalee 
Raphael, Beth Banks, John Banks, 
Steve Williams, Julie Stewart, Jeffrey 
Stewart, Laura Pascoe, and Cath-
erine Penn. As usual, we could not 
have done our work without the 
ingenuity and assistance of James 
White, our able sexton.

If you are interested in par-
ticipating in future projects, please 
contact Catherine Penn at 327-
6857.

Feeling Blue at Christmas?
Do you feel more sadness than 

joy during the Christmas season? 
Have you lost someone or some-
thing important to you this year? 
Are you feeling lonely and de-
pressed by the holidays, especially 
during these tough economic times? 

If your answer is “yes,” please 
join us for the annual Blue Christ-
mas service that will be held on 
Sunday evening, Dec. 14, at 
6:30 p.m. 

This service is designed to help 
us acknowledge our “blue” feelings 
at Christmas time and then offer 
those feelings to God. This service is 
held just before the Winter Solstice 
on Dec. 21, the shortest and dark-
est day of the year, so part of the 

symbolism is the desire for light to 
fill the darkness—both the literal 
experience of light and dark and the 
spiritual “dark night.” The service 
includes singing appropriate to the 
Christmas season while acknowl-
edging that it isn’t a joyful occasion 
for everyone. 

Participants are invited to own 
their feelings of grief and loss and 
to admit to themselves that they 
feel sad, offering up those feelings 
in order to let them go. There is a 
specific grief process built into the 
service, including the laying on of 
hands and anointing with oil. The 
service concludes with a celebration 
of the Holy Eucharist. 

All are welcome.
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Children & Youth

Ministry Volunteers Needed
Children and Youth is a very important 

ministry here at Grace St. Paul’s. Please help us 
to keep it going and to provide a safe, fun, and 
enjoyable space of worship for members 17 and 
under. 

Contact Julie Stewart for more information 
on how you can help.

Thanks to everyone who donated supplies 
and copious TP tubes for our craft supply closet! 
Because of your generosity, we have more than 
enough supplies to keep us going for quite a 
while! No additional donations are necessary at 
this time.

Supplemental Income 
Opportunity

Grace St. Paul’s is looking for individuals to 
help us take care of our 2 year old and under 
members. The job offers two hours every Sun-
day morning, and sometimes-additional hours 
during the week and weekends for special events. 
Contact Julie Stewart if you are interested.

A special thanks to D.D. Hargadon, Wendy 
Pipentacos, and Holly Shinn for their contribu-
tions to the Children and Youth report in this 
Briefly.

With God’s peace,
Julie Stewart
Chairperson Children and Youth
justewartaz@yahoo.com
520-327-6857

This year, the Blessing of the Animals liturgy 
was combined with the Sunday liturgy, including 
communion, and held at 10 a.m. on Nov. 16. 

The children joined the rest of the con-
gregation for the entire outdoor service. They 
enthusiastically performed the song “If I Were 
a Butterfly” on the labyrinth, which was over-
flowing with people and pets. Before and after 
the service, the children tremendously enjoyed 
interacting with the dogs, cats, lizards and other 
creatures that were there to be blessed.

On Thanksgiving weekend, the Sunday 

School will be gathering with the youth to do a 
group project. We will be making turkeys that 
have “feathers of thanks” with supplies donated. 
Thank you, everyone, for all the materials we 
have received.

Advent is just around the corner and the 
Sunday School is preparing for the Christmas 
pageant. We’ll have angels, sheep, shepherds, 
wise men, Joseph, Mary, the angel Gabriel, and 
more characters retelling this blessed event. 
Please come and see us during the family mass at 
6 p.m. on Christmas evening.

Children

Children perform  
“If I Were a Butterfly” 

during the  
Blessing of the Animals 

service on Nov. 16.
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Children & Youth
The youth of GSP renamed themselves 

eYouth13 this year. They have been busy with a 
variety of projects, many of them aimed at in-
creasing the involvement of youth in community 
service activities.

Our first activity was a craft project to deco-
rate and personalize a “God Box.” The goal of 
the project is to offer a place for the kids to keep 
their hopes, prayers, and concerns present while 
maintaining their privacy. 

The first Sunday in October found us at 
Apple Annie’s in Wilcox. Many family members 
joined us and this made it even more fun. The 
youth picked Asian pears and purchased 40 
pounds of apples to donate to Joseph’s Pantry. 
They braved the enormous corn maze while 
many of the adults picked their own vegetables. 
The weather was perfect and we all had a great 
time.

The next few weeks were dedicated to the 
AIDS Walk. The youth set up a table outside 
McBride Hall during coffee hour and received 
pledges and donations from many members of 
our congregation. On October 16, an intrepid 
group of youth, mentors, and dogs embarked 

on the walk and were able to complete the 5K 
course. With the entrepreneurial spirit that 
makes us so proud of our kids, they visited 
booths at the end of the festivities and were 
able to collect two boxes of apples to donate to 
Joseph’s Pantry (thank you, Sunflower Market!) 
They did a heroic job of carrying those boxes 
from the UA mall to the GSP van (thank you, 
James White!). The youth donated a total of 
$647 to the Southern Arizona AIDS Founda-
tion.

There are many more activities planned for 
upcoming weeks. The youth plan to help prepare 
and serve a meal to the folks at Primavera. 
They will help the EMERGE Center Against 
Domestic Abuse set up and clean up their an-
nual Holiday House, a place where women and 
children from shelters can select gifts. They hope 
to lend their skills and talents to the GSP Advent 
art project.

Our youth are an active, artistic, and com-
mitted bunch. Please come in and visit us on 
Sunday mornings after the 10 a.m. service. Just 
make sure you leave your shoes outside the 
door—our room is a sacred space.

Youth

Social Justice & Outreach
Are we officially out of summer yet!? It was 

85 today, but the telltale signs are here. In partic-
ular, a big “Thank you” to those who volunteered 
with Joseph’s Pantry during their summer break: 
Lou Ann, Bob and Chris. We look forward to a 
time when you can join us again. 

We are grateful to welcome back those who 
have returned from their summer breaks and 
sojourns to cooler climes: Gretchen, Ray, Kay, 
Nanalee, Annette and Eleanor. 

Finally, thanks to all the volunteers who 
stayed put and helped us get through the sum-
mer: Roger, Priscilla, Betty, Joan and Steve.

The Pantry is currently extraordinarily busy. 
We are seeing an unprecedented volume of need. 

Fortunately, ongoing supplies of food are not in 
jeopardy and the needs of families and individu-
als are being met. 

Joseph’s Pantry recently received 70 food bags 
from Resurrection Lutheran Church in Oro Val-
ley. This tremendous act of support and outreach 
gives us the opportunity to revisit providing 
monthly bus passes, an aspect of the Pantry’s 
ministry that was discontinued in June due to a 
lack of funds. 

With your blessings and continued support, 
we can put this vital element of assistance back 
in place.

—Steve Williams, Joseph’s Pantry

Joseph’s Pantry 
Going Strong!
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Adult Spiritual Formation
Christ of the Celts through  
the Eyes of Philip Newell
Sundays, Nov. 30-Dec. 21 (4 consecutive Sundays)
9-9:45 a.m., Bloom Education Center

Philip Newell is a distinguished scholar of 
Celtic Christianity, and has written several books 
on the subject. He will be visiting Grace St. 
Paul’s the first weekend of December 2009. This 
course will serve as a preliminary study of his 
works in preparation for that event. Several of 
his works, which will be available at our Rector’s 
Bookshelf, will be read and discussed. Come to 
one or all of the classes!

Facilitated by Fred Masterman and Mary Dela-
ney, Priest Associates at Grace St. Paul’s.

EFM Connections
Dec. 6, 6:30-8:30 p.m. & first Friday of every 

month (tentative for 2009), Bloom Education 
Center
This is an open, inclusive get together for 

all who have a any connection with EFM, i.e., 
current or past participant, graduate, spouse of 
one who participated in EFM. We start with a 
potluck and have a general theological reflection. 
Come share in fellowship, your spiritual path, 
and good food!

Gospel of St. John
Sunday, Dec. 28
9-9:45 a.m., Bloom Education Center

You are invited to come discuss the Fourth 
Gospel, an early and articulated statement of 
Christ’s unique position in Christian theology as 
God and man.” Let’s discuss the transformative 
power of Christ as discovered through the Signs 
written in this Gospel.

Facilitated by Chris Ledyard, who is a 4th year 
EFM student and a member of the Third Order of 
Saint Francis.

Singing for Peace:  
An Evening of Chants and Meditation
Wednesday, Dec. 31
7-8:30 p.m., Chancel

Celebrate the close of the old year with hope 
for the new. Join us for an evening of meditation 
and singing for peace in our hearts, our commu-
nities, our world. We will use our voices, singing 
simple, easy-to-learn chants to express our desire 
for the peace that passes understanding and for a 
world in which all beings may be happy and free 
from suffering. These chants have been described 
by an Irish reviewer as contemporary, inclusive 
and ecumenical.”

Led by Kristopher Lindquist who is a com-
poser, musician, philosopher and seeker. The 
chants he has written represent steps on his own 
journey to create a bridge between our ancient 
heritage and new expressions for living today.

Understanding Our Aging Parents 
Sundays, Jan. 4 & 11
9-9:45 a.m., Bloom Education Center
Tuesday, Jan. 13
7-8:30 p.m., Weeks Room

As our parents age, a whole new set of chal-
lenges are set in place, along with a dose of 
denial. These two classes will discuss coping skills 
with aging issues of parents. Topics will include 
stress management, relaxation techniques, ef-
fective communication, coping with difficult 
emotions, and living with loss. The class is to end 
with an evening film and discussion on Tuesday 
evening. Come to all sessions or as many as pos-
sible.

Coordinated by Ann and Richard Bates, mem-
bers of Grace St. Paul’s, along with an associate of 
the Pima Health System Caregiver and Support 
Program from the Pima Health System.

Classes & Events
Advent, Christmas  
& January 2009

Come and enjoy our 
class offerings for the 
Advent and Christmas 
season, as well as for 
the month of January. 
Find new ways to Christ 
through Celtic eyes, 
reflect and discuss the 
Gospel of St. John, and 
bring in the new year 
with chants to lift and 
prepare your spirit for 
the new year. Plan to 
attend our special first 
time ever classes on the 
care for the aging—a 
tradition in religious 
communities and a jour‑
ney on our path! Here 
are the offerings for late 
November, December, 
and early January.
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Adult Spiritual Formation
*New* 
Daytime Bible Workbench Study Group
Thursdays, Dec. 4, 2008-April 2009, 1-3 p.m., 

St. Francis Room 
(No meeting on Thursday, Dec. 18, 25, or Jan. 1) 

Join us for this new daytime Bible study 
group! For more information, contact Gretchen 
Collins at 327-1629, or by e-mail gretcollmv@
hotmail.com.

Evening Bible Workbench Study Group
Wednesdays, 7 p.m., home of Gretchen & Walter 

Collins
(No meeting on Wednesday, Dec. 17, 24, 31) 

For more information, contact Gretchen 
Collins at 327-1629, or by e-mail gretcollmv@
hotmail.com.

Be sure to watch for 
your February to May 
class offerings booklet in 
mid‑January! 

Call us with your 
questions: Chris Ledyard, 
321‑4123; or Chris 
LaBour, 797‑0328.

Setting Our Hearts begins February 2!
• Are you seeking a safe place to explore what 

it means to be a Christian in the 21st century?
• Ever wondered what the heck Progressive 

Christianity means?
• Are you searching for a small group experi-

ence that allows you to get to know other people 
deeply?

Setting Our Hearts is an eight-week expe-
riential small group that invites participants to 
wrestle with what it means to live one’s faith in a 
complex world that doesn’t offer us easy answers 
to life’s questions. Setting Our Hearts grapples 
with participants’ desire for answers and cer-
tainty in an ambiguous and often unfair world. 
Ultimately, the class experience often leads 
people face-to-face into discussions about what 
matters most.

Setting Our Hearts offers a model of faith 
that is not an avoidance of reality, nor a denial 
of life’s complexity, but an “Amen” to reality as 
we know it and to the God who created us in 
the first place. It promotes confidence in the way 
taken by Jesus, who joined us in our chaos, who 
lost everything, and who taught us that by being 

open to the reality of the chaos around us, we 
can discover the power of God.

Any adult—newcomer, old-timer, yes, even 
a “cradle” Episcopalian—can benefit from the 
program with its strong emphasis on personal 
faith and the building of community. Setting 
Our Hearts is recommended for both singles and 
couples.

• The group will meet Mondays, Feb. 2, to 
March 23, 7-9 p.m., in the Bloom Education 
Center.

• There are two at-home retreat weekends 
(Friday p.m.-Sunday a.m.): Feb. 20-22 and 
March 27-29. Attendance at the retreats is 
required.

• Fee for the entire program is $75, to cover 
the cost for meals at the retreats. Partial schol-
arships are available. Advance registration is 
required as group size is limited!

• There is no homework or reading between 
meetings.

The class will be co-facilitated by Catherine 
Penn and Terry Shreve. For more information, 
please contact Catherine Penn by leaving a mes-
sage in the church office, 327-6857.

Save the Date:  
Marcus Borg in Sahuarita

Marcus Borg, biblical and Jesus scholar, 
and author of many books including The 
Heart of Christianity, will present a lecture 
series Jan. 30-31, 2009. The theme of his talks 
will be “The Conflict in American Christian-
ity: Being Christian in the 21st Century,” 

which will tie into the theological and political 
struggles we experience in the borderlands and 
around the globe.

The weekend event will be held at the 
Good Shepherd United Church of Christ, 
17750 S. La Canada Dr., in Sahuarita (625-
1375). Check our Sunday bulletins in January 
for more information, or the Good Shepherd 
website (thegoodshepherducc.com).
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Dear Parishioners of GSP,

“Hi and welcome to the first the first edition 
of Budget Sudoku, a Sudoku puzzle that when 
solved correctly will reveal this month’s budget 
figures of interest.”

Okay, we were originally thinking of present-
ing the financial wellness numbers as a Sudoku 
puzzle, but this would likely have Sudoku enthu-
siasts so enthralled they miss the GSP connec-
tion, and non-enthusiasts would pass right over 
it. So we’ll share our financial update with you in 
narrative and table form. If that fails to get the 
subject across, then we’ll release you to work on 
your favorite Sukodu.

Here are the numbers:
Financial Wellness—10 Months 2008
Total Income Received:  $421,297
Minus: Witkay Bequest  -47,250
Operating Income:  $374,047
Operating Expenses:  $396,962
Operating Expenses exceed
Operating Income by:  ($22,915)
What does it mean? The quickest answer is to 

look at the bottom line and see almost $23,000, 
surrounded by parenthesis, which means… it’s 
negative.

Let’s back up and talk about where this num-
ber came from. It’s also important to note this 
is for the first ten months of 2008, or January 
through October of this year.

The church received money—$421,297, to 
be exact. This came from your generous pledges 

and gifts, and from in-
vestment income. There 
was also a bequest (a gift 
promised to the church 
from the estate of Wen-
dell Witkay) of $47,250. 
The Vestry decided that 
we would reserve that 
bequest for future use, 
so we don’t count it as 
part of the income we 
have to pay expenses this 
year. Subtraction leaves 
us with $374,047 as our 
Operating Income. It’s 
income, and we will use 

it for the operating expenses of the church. It 
seems like a lot of money…

Or is it? Check out the next line: Expenses. 
We paid out $396,962 in the last ten months. If 
you want to know what we spent it on, you can 
go into McBride Hall and look at the financial 
statements that hang on the bulletin board. 
You’ll see everything from paying the staff and 
electricity bill to paying for this newsletter and 
part of our Sunday Hospitality buffet.

Now what? Let’s do another subtraction: the 
income minus the expenses and we get a total 
of $-22,915. This means we paid out almost 
$23,000 more than we took in. Where did we 
get this money to pay the expenses that exceeded 
our income? The Vestry authorized the use of a 
portion of the Emergency Reserve Fund to help 
us with our cash flow in August and September.

What does this all mean? Is it bad news? 
These are excellent questions! Here are some 
things to consider:

• By definition, negative numbers are not 
positive ones—they are negatives. It’s not good 
that we overspent our income. Twenty-three 
thousand dollars is a lot of money!

• Let’s step up our math with some division 
and multiplication. Take the amount we over-
spent ($22,915) and divide it by the amount we 
had available ($374,047) and multiple that by 
100 to get a percent, dropping off the digits to 
the right of the decimal and you get 6%. That’s 
less than our sales tax! In some ways, 6% is a 
rather small percent of the whole.

• Income and expenses don’t occur at the 
same time and for the same amount each month. 
The 10-month view should give you an idea of 
the trend, but there’s a chance that by the end 
of the year our income will cover our expenses. 
Your persistence in pledge and gift giving will get 
us there.

This is a brief summary of a very complicated 
budget. Please don’t hesitate to bring any ques-
tions or concerns you might have to a member 
of the Vestry.

—Gwennie Furr & Rebecca Ballenger, 
 Vestry ’09

Financial 
Wellness 
Sudoku
by ‘Peg E. Bank’
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‘I saw GSP at the movies!’

Or “I heard about the parish on the radio!” 
You might hear these 
exclamations because 
Grace St. Paul’s is 
promoting our services 
to Southern Arizona 
residents and visitors.

Our parish recently 
agreed to sponsor a se-
ries of pre-film slides at 
the nearby Loft Cinema. 
The slides (one of which 
is pictured here) empha-

size the hallmark openness of Grace St. Paul’s. 
The slides, in conjunction with a small ad in 

the Loft’s monthly Calendar, will run for three 
months.

Announcements about Grace St. Paul’s 
Christmas Eve service schedule will be aired on 
KUAT-FM in the radio station’s underwriting 
program during the week leading up to Christ-
mas.

The promotional efforts are part of the 
Congregational Development Covenant Group’s 
work to raise community awareness about our 
parish and draw people to our services. The slides 
and ad were designed by Advertising Ministry 
Chair Craig Garver. The messages were crafted 
by Chuck Dickson and Al Whitehurst.

—Al Whitehurst, Congregational 
Development Covenant Group

Consecration Sunday Creates 
a New Stewardship Model

I think if we start out right away with the 
monetary results, it would be all wrong! The re-
ally good news is that I truly believe we learned 
a lot about ourselves as a community on Nov. 9, 
and we celebrated that community in a power-
ful witness to our faith and relationship to God’s 
work among us and through us at GSP. 

Bless Clyde Kunz, our guest preacher, and 
bless the leaders who spent hours calling parish-
ioners to get reservations for the brunch. We 
learned that some of the names in our database 
are a bit stale, but still others returned after 
weeks or months of absence—and they were 
clearly moved! We had a good attendance week; 
new and old friends were there. It was pointed 
out that Veteran’s Day weekend may not have 
been the best choice and indeed a few people 
were missing. This means there was more work 
to be done in mailing the rest of the congrega-
tion with an opportunity to return pledge cards 
for 2009.

Now to the results: In one day, we had 130 
pledges—23 of them new! We also had 77 pledg-

es that were increased from the previous year. 
If you didn’t have the opportunity to commit 

to God’s work at Grace St. Paul’s on Nov. 9, be 
aware that you still have a chance. By now, you 
should have received a mailing with a pledge 
card. Please return this to the church by mail or 
drop it by the office. 

If you haven’t received a pledge card, please 
see Ann Bates or Bruce Anderson on Sundays, or 
contact the church office to request one: gspfront-
desk@grace-stpauls.org or 327-6857.

Thanks for participating in such a meaningful 
Stewardship Campaign!

—Bruce Anderson, Co-Chair, Stewardship

Clyde Kunz (right),  
Brian Arthur and Michael  
on Consecreation Sunday.
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GSP Fundraising Policy: 
A Reminder!

In the spring of 2008, the vestry 
approved a fundraising policy designed 
to help GSP ministries coordinate 
their fundraising efforts for maximum 
effectiveness and to prevent “donor 
burnout.” The administration of the 
policy and creation of an annual fund-
raising calendar for the parish is now 
the responsibility of the Stewardship 
Committee.

Effective May 1, 2008, all ministries, 
groups and/or individuals who desire 
to raise funds from parishioners are 
required to complete a Fundraising Ap-
plication and submit this to the Stew-
ardship Committee for consideration 
at their monthly meeting on the first 
Sunday of each month at 11:30 a.m. in 
the Wardall Room. Completed forms 
can be dropped off in the Stewardship 
mailbox in the church office at any 
time.

The stewardship committee then 
passes the application to the vestry for 
final approval at their monthly meeting 
on the third Tuesday of each month. 
Please allow 30-60 days of turnaround 
time for most fundraising requests. This 
also gives ministries time to advertise 
their efforts in the Briefly, bulletin, post-
ers and elsewhere.

Fundraising application forms are 
available in the church office. Please 
contact Stewardship Co-Chairs Bruce 
Anderson (azlizard@comcast.net) or 
Ann Bates (rabatestucson@msn.com) if 
you have specific questions. A copy of 
the fundraising policy is posted on the 
bulletin board in the McBride Hall next 
to the monthly vestry minutes.

—Bruce Anderson & Ann Bates, 
Co-Chairs, Stewardship

GSP HVAC Finance Committee Update

Figures though October 2008



13The Briefly • December 2008 / January 2009

Congregational Development
Save the Date! Annual 
Meeting on Jan. 25, 2009

Grace St. Paul’s will hold its Annual Meeting 
to conduct its business and elect new members 
of the Vestry and delegates to Diocesan Con-
vention on Sunday, Jan. 25 in McBride Hall, 
immediately following the 10 a.m. service.

The Annual Meeting is an opportunity to 
have a voice in important decisions that will have 
a significant impact on the direction of the par-

ish during this transition. 
In accordance with GSP by-laws and the can-

ons of the Episcopal Church, all Qualified Mem-
bers are welcome to vote in the upcoming parish 
election. Qualified Members are those who have 
received Holy Communion at least three times 
in the last year and who have been financial 
supporters of record for at least six months. We 
hope you will make every effort to be there. 

Lunch will be available for a small fee; no 
RSVP is necessary.

Calling All Organizations: Annual Report Deadline!
The Annual Meeting of Grace St. Paul’s 

is coming: Sunday, Jan. 25, after the 10 a.m. 
Eucharist. 

And that means it’s time for the Annual 
Report! We'd like to have reports from as many 
GSP organizations and ministries as possible. 

If you would like to include a photo of your 
group’s activity, that would be wonderful! Either 
prints or digital photos are fine; if you’re going to 
send digital photos, please send one taken at the 
highest resolution your camera provides, without 
any editing or resizing. Thank you! 

Please e-mail your reports to David Wachter, 
at gsp1@dakotacom.net, by Friday, Jan. 9, 2009.

Vestry Nominations for 2009
The Nominations Committee, composed 

of Dick Miya (chair), Roger Swett, Gwennie 
Furr, Linda Hutson and Kay Bigglestone, has 
been commissioned by the vestry to prayer-
fully discern a slate of nominees to the vestry 
for 2009. 

Nominees will be named to fill four three-
year terms, along with two unexpired terms of 
one year each. 

The committee will present the slate of 
nominees to the vestry on Dec. 16, and the 

names will be announced in the Sunday bul-
letin in the weeks to follow. 

Additional nominees will be accepted from 
the floor until Sunday, Jan. 4, to either the 
Rector or Senior Warden, who will ensure that 
they meet canonical requirements. 

Please contact the Fr. Harold or Catherine 
Penn if you have any questions.

Additionally, there will be a Q&A Forum 
with the Vestry nominees in McBride Hall at 
the 9 o’clock hour on Sunday, Jan. 18. Please 
come to meet them!
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Coffee Hour to  
Change in January

Since July we have been tracking coffee hour 
expenses. Over that time frame (four months) 
church purchases for coffee hour refreshments 
have outstripped donations by almost $500, or 
$1,500 annually. This is unsustainable, and not 
good stewardship of financial resources.

Actually many congregations have very 
successful and hospitable coffee hours with 
great, tasty and varied refreshments provided 
by members who enjoy offering their time and 
talent by bringing goods prepared themselves or 
purchased. Tricia Galvin has volunteered to co-
ordinate refreshments and hospitality for coffee 
hours for one year. She has not volunteered to 
provide the snacks herself; merely set up a system 

that invites and encourages those who can and 
will provide them from time to time to do so.

Therefore, beginning the first Sunday of Jan-
uary (01/04/09) there will be no more CostCo-
type goodies provided by the church. The church 
will continue to provide coffee, water and iced 
tea.  The rest is up to you. Coffee hour will still 
be the same great opportunity to provide refresh-
ment and hospitality to guests, newcomers and 
long-time members. It will be whatever we want 
it to be.

If you enjoy working with food and other 
people to create a warm, welcoming and inviting 
atmosphere, please contact Tricia Galvin. And 
Tricia, we are so grateful to you for your willing-
ness to provide leadership for this vital ministry 
of Grace St. Paul’s. 

Blessing  
of the  

Animals
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Alternative Christmas Fair 
this Sunday, Dec. 7

Nowhere than in the month of 
December is it more obvious how out of 
step the Christian proclamation is with 
the juggernaut known as “Christmas.” 
Tired of it? Would you like an alternative?

More and more Christian communi-
ties offer an alternative to the consumerist 
frenzy that sets upon us in early Novem-
ber. The Alternative Christmas Fair will 
be an experiment for Grace St. Paul’s. In 
format it will look a lot like the success-
ful Ministry Fairs with which GSP is 
familiar.

You will be offered the opportunity 

to buy mosquito nets from the Episco-
pal Relief and Development (formerly 
the Presiding Bishop’s Fund for World 
Relief) to help prevent malaria in Sub-
Saharan Africa… 

Or you can purchase a flock of chick-
ens for a family in South America from 
Heifer Project International… 

Or you can buy lovely handmade and 
unique crafts from African Team Minis-
tries… 

There will be several Aid agencies 
like these represented, where a portion 
of your purchase will help someone else 
somewhere in the world.

We also wish this to be an opportunity 

for those in the parish whose finances are 
under strain. If you or someone you 
know has taken to making fresh Ad-
vent wreaths, or home-baked goods or 
crèches or candles or other such items as 
a way of sharing your unique gifts and 
supplementing your income, you are also 
invited to apply to be an exhibitor. We 
would love to have a great variety from 
which to choose.

The Fair will happen after both 
liturgies on Dec. 7. If you would like to 
be an exhibitor or if you would like to 
help with the set up and execution of 
this event, please contact Lynne Albright 
through the parish office, 327-6857.

Eleanor Kohloss did a marvelous job 
repairing a statue of St. Francis. The statue, 
damaged by vandalism in early October, was 
rededicated on Sunday, Nov. 16. Thank you, 
Eleanor, for a job well done! 

New books  
by GSP authors

Two of the several authors who are 
members of Grace St. Paul’s, Dr. Her-
mon Price and the Rev. Fred Master-
man, announce the release of their 
second books.

Hermon Price, a sixty-year mem-
ber of Grace and Grace St. Paul’s, has 
just published his second humorous, 
self-illustrated “memoir,” entitled Better 
than Kinky (Unless my Memory Fails 
Me). It features short vignettes about 
his experiences as an infantry enlisted 
man during World War II, and also his 
experiences as a medical doctor, dealing 
with strange patients in Tucson, and 
quirky events growing up in Bisbee. In 
addition, the author includes interest-
ing stories related to him by friends and 
colleagues, such as the group of senior 
medical students who ventured forth to 
deliver babies in “the wilds of Chicago.” 
He observes with a mischievous smile 
that “other topics are just too embarrass-
ing to be mentioned here.”

Interestingly, Better than Kinky 
[ISBN 978-1-60494-183-8] has a 
foreword written by GSP’s Rev. Fred 
Masterman. Dr. Price’s first book, There’s 

Something Funny About That! [ISBN 
1587366312], published in 2006, is 
also a humorous memoir illustrated by 
the author. Both of Dr. Price’s books are 
available at the Rector’s Bookshelf.

Fred Masterman has been a mem-
ber of Grace St.Paul’s since he and his 
wife Becky moved to Tucson upon his 
retirement in 2005. His new release 
is The Jewels of Stonehenge, the second 
book of the action-adventure series “The 
PlanetCare Discoveries.” In the book, 
an archeological expedition to Norway 
is engulfed in theft, intrigue and murder 
when they encounter a fanatic society, 
which seeks to assemble a set of un-
earthly gems and gain the power which 
the crystals possess. Looming over all is 
the shrouded mystery of Stonehenge, 
whose origin and purpose are tied to the 
bizarre jewels, which when linked in a 
perfect replica of the ancient monument 
will create a weapon of infinite destruc-
tion. The Jewels of Stonehenge [ISBN 
978-1-59092-688-8] will be available 
at the Rector’s Bookshelf, as will Fr. 
Fred’s first book in the series, Season of 
the Plant [ISBN 978-1-59092-502-7], 
published in 2007.
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What’s Happening  
at GSP in December
1st  9:30 a.m., EfM Pilgrim’s Circle
 7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
3rd  7 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9 a.m., EfM morning group
 7 p.m., EfM evening group
4th  1-3 p.m., Bible Workbench Study 

Group
 5:30 p.m., Mass for the Third 

Millennium
5th  6 p.m., EfM Connections (EfM alumni 

gathering)
7th  Second Sunday of Advent
 8 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9-9:45 a.m., Christ of Celts through the 

Eyes of Philip Newell
 9 -10 a.m., Alternative Christmas Fair
 10 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 11:15 a.m.-12:45 p.m., Alternative 

Christmas Fair
8th  7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
9th  6:30 p.m., EfM Year 9 Group
10th  7 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9 a.m., EfM morning group
 7 p.m., EfM evening group
11th  1-3 p.m., Bible Workbench Study 

Group
 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
 5:30 p.m., Mass for the Third 

Millennium
14th  Third Sunday of Advent
 8 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9-9:45 a.m., Christ of Celts through the 

Eyes of Philip Newell
 10 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 6:30 p.m., Blue Christmas Service
15th  9:30 a.m., EfM Pilgrim’s Circle
 7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
17th  7 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9 a.m., EfM morning group
 7 p.m., EfM evening group
18th  3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
 5:30 p.m., Mass for the Third 

Millennium; 3rd Thurs. potluck follows
 6:30 p.m., Dharma Talk 4: Who Was the 

Buddha and Who Is He Now?

21st  Fourth Sunday of Advent
 8 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9-9:45 a.m., Christ of Celts through the 

Eyes of Philip Newell
 10 a.m., Holy Eucharist
22nd  7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
23rd  6:30 p.m., EfM Year 9 Group
24th  Christmas Eve
 7 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 6 p.m., Holy Eucharist Family Liturgy: 

Painless Pageant and Communion
 7:30 p.m., Christmas Eve Reception
 10:30 p.m., Christmas Eve Music
 11 p.m., Traditional “Midnight Mass” 

Christmas Eve Eucharist
25th  Christmas Day—Office & Joseph’s 

Pantry Closed
 12:30 a.m., Christmas Eve Reception
 10 Christmas Day Eucharist with 

Carols
26th  Office & Joseph’s Pantry Closed
28th  Food Ministries Sunday
 8 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9-9:45 a.m., Gospel of St. John
 10 a.m., Holy Eucharist
29th  7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
31st  7 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9 a.m., EfM morning group
 7 p.m., EfM evening group
 7-8:30 p.m., Singing for Peace: An 

Evening of Chants and Meditation

Looking ahead  
to January 2009
1st  New Year’s Day—Office & Joseph’s 

Pantry Closed
4th  8 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9-9:45 a.m., Understanding Our Aging 

Parents 
 10 a.m., Holy Eucharist
5th  7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
7th  7 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9 a.m., EfM morning group
 7 p.m., EfM evening group
8th  1-3 p.m., Bible Workbench Study 

Group
 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
 5:30 p.m., Mass for the Third 

Millennium
9th  6 p.m., EfM Connections (EfM alumni 

gathering- tentative)
11th  8 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9-9:45 a.m., Understanding Our Aging 

Parents 
 10 a.m., Holy Eucharist
12th  7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
13th  6:30 p.m., EfM Year 9 Group
 7-8:30 p.m., Understanding Our Aging 

Parents 
14th  7 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9 a.m., EfM morning group
 7 p.m., EfM evening group
15th  1-3 p.m., Bible Workbench Study 

Group
 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
 5:30 p.m., Mass for the Third 

Millennium; 3rd Thursday potluck 
follows

18th  8 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9 a.m., Q&A Forum with vestry 

nominees
 10 a.m., Holy Eucharist
19th  7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
21st  7 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9 a.m., EfM morning group
 7 p.m., EfM evening group
22nd  1-3 p.m., Bible Workbench Study 

Group
 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
 5:30 p.m., Mass for the Third 

Millennium
25th  Food Ministries Sunday
 8 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 10 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 11:30 a.m., GSP Annual Meeting
26th  7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
27th  6:30 p.m., EfM Year 9 Group
28th  7 a.m., Holy Eucharist
 9 a.m., EfM morning group
 7 p.m., EfM evening group
29th  1-3 p.m., Bible Workbench Study 

Group
 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
 5:30 p.m., Mass for the Third 

Millennium

Grace St. Paul’s: A Progressive Community—Loving God, Serving Others, Journeying Together


