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Rector’s Letter
The Grand Summer Liturgical Experiment

In most churches, summer is a holding pattern. It is a time to be staid and 
and settled. There are no major feast days and no change in liturgical 
seasons. Things stay relatively the same. The church reinforces this 

time of non-change by actually referring to this season as “Ordinary time”. 
Ordinary in this sense does not mean regular or boring, but refers to ordered 
or numbered time.

Ordinary time, however, also represents a great opportunity. This period 
of regular church rhythm is the perfect 
time to try new worship ideas. Without 
other movements occurring within 
the liturgy, we can make a much better 
judgement about whether a change is 
beneficial to our worship experience. We 
can more clearly see whether something 
is more or less helpful in connecting us 
with God’s presence.

With that in mind, we began three interesting worship experiments last 
month. The first was a redirection of our 8 a.m. Sunday service to one that is 
totally Prayer Book based. The second was a change of order and movement 
at the beginning of our 10 a.m. Sunday service in an attempt to create a more 
meditative and reflective worship experience. The third was a change in the 
layout of our worship bulletin to include all the hymns of the service within 
the body of the bulletin.

We are still early in these experiments, but I thought it would be helpful 
for all of you to know about the responses we have had thus far to these 

changes. The movement of the 8 a.m. service to a traditional Rite 
II Prayer Book version was immediately met with a 

number of positive comments. Statements 
like “it is comforting to hear the old words 
again” and “it is like smelling bread freshly 

taken from the oven” are representative of 
the warm and nostalgic comments about 

the liturgy. Other attenders of the 8 a.m. 

Animal crackers and grape juice served as Eucharistic elements in a Spirit 
Now celebration led by children. See Page 9 for more about this exciting and 
experimental Thursday evening worship service.

‘ Ordinary time is a great 
opportunity to see whether 
something is more or less 
helpful in connecting with 
God’s presence....
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service were less enthusiastic about the change, 
preferring that the worship continue to be more 
contemporary in language use. One person in 
that camp however, also made this statement; 
“The older language is not helpful to us in our 
worship experience, but we understand the 
need to offer this for others who are moved by 
it.” More recently, suggestions have been made 
that we continue the Prayer Book service, but 
occasionally offer a more contemporary rite at 
8 a.m. for balance.

At this juncture, the second experiment, 
the change to create a more meditative worship 
space, has been met by almost all positive 
comments. The increase in quiet entering 
into the service has been very obvious and 
appreciated by nearly all people who have 
commented thus far. Many of you have also 
offered your thoughts about the quiet reflection 
time after the readings and after the homily. 
While the 45 seconds of quiet initially caused 
some angst for some as they wondered if 
someone was forgetting to do something, many 
have now seen the benefit in building real quiet 
time in the body of the service. 

The new bulletin layout including all 
the hymns has also been met with almost 
universal approval at this point. One comment 
of a parishioner who felt sure she would not 
like the change, captures the spirit of most 
of the comments. “I hate to say it, but I liked 

having everything in the Sunday bulletin... 
I admit it makes it so much easier.” Another 
regular attendee expressed the fact that not 
only was this more friendly for visitors, but it 
had improved their own worship experience. 
“When I have to find the correct book and the 
place in the hymnal for the song, it takes my 
mind away from the service and puts me back 
into a hunt and search mode.”

Finally, these changes have also sparked 
much conversation about our 10 a.m liturgy. 
Many of those comments have centered around 
just how important the contemporary, inclusive 
language is to you, as well as the prayers that 
focus on the theme of that particular Sunday. 
Other comments include, “Using different 
creeds and statements of faith help me to 
keep my focus on the world at large.” “The 
Confession of Sin for today’s service truly 
reflects where I am in my spiritual journey.” 

Thanks to all of you who have taken the 
time to comment already. I look forward to 
hearing from even more of you over the rest 
of the summer. Your thoughts and ideas are 
just what we need as we continue to work 
on making our liturgy even more beautiful, 
moving, thought provoking, experiential and 
centered in God.

Steve+

A Note from  
the New Editor
By Elizabeth “Lizzy” Gooden

I’m delighted to be the 
new editor of The Briefly. I 
always enjoy reading The 
Briefly, finding it interesting 
and informative as well as 
thought-provoking and 
inspiring. I consider it a 
healthy organism, and I 
trust that will continue 
under my editorship.

Thanks again to Lynda 
Canfield for her excellent 
work as she steps aside as 
editor.

That said, a new editor 
will bring a change or 
two, right? Since my 
background is in arts 
and education, I’m 
introducing a little more 
of both. This issue includes 
two articles written 
by students, artwork 
from a student, and an 
original poem (from a 
grown-up). A student 
reporter plans to conduct 
interviews in coming 
issues. I think readers 
will enjoy the variety of 
voices and visuals as The 
Briefly provides a space 
for developing talent in 
new—and sometimes 
young—contributors.

Submissions will find 
me at BrieflyEditor@
grace-stpauls.org. 
Calendar items will 
continue to go to 
Wendy Pipentacos at 
wendypipe@yahoo.
com, and John Banks 
receives photos, charts, 
and graphics at jdbanks@
gmail.com.

The deadline for the 
August issue is Monday, 
July 16.

Transplant Help Needed 
James Alier Chol, our Sudanese church 

member who needs a kidney transplant, 
has had several donors rejected for medical 
reasons. A year after he came to GSP for 
help, he still needs people to help him find a 
donor. He recently had several setbacks, and 
his need for the transplant is urgent. 

Please keep James in your prayers, and 

help him find people who will volunteer to 
test for donorship. Blood types A and O.

 For transplant information, visit www.
kidney.org.

If you are interested in testing, please call 
Celeste, transplant co-ordinator at UMC, at 
694-6637.

You can also reach James at 304-8614.
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Prayers of  
the People

One of the most malleable forms 
of prayer in the Episcopal 
tradition are Prayers of the 

People. In the 1979 Prayer Book, 
we are given six forms. The idea 
behind the forms was to provide 
examples of different ways that a 
local congregation might go about 
participating in intercessory 
prayer. It was never the 
intention of the Prayer Book 
editors that those forms be 
used verbatim. After all, they are 
called Prayers of the People because 
they are supposed to be... the prayers 
of the local community. 

Unfortunately, most Episcopalians 
are so tied to the written word and pre-
crafted prayers that the even the idea 
of having extemporaneous intercessory 
prayers sends chills up our spines. 
In addition, crafting beautiful new 
prayers each week is hard work. That 
is why in most Episcopal churches, 
the Prayers of the People are read out 

of the Prayer Book. Someone chooses 
Form I through VI, and there we 
go, using those 35-year-old generic 
prayers, even though they have 
nothing to do with what we should be 
praying for right now in the midst of 

our present day world.
Here at GSP, we try to have 

our Prayers of the People be 
ones that are meaningful and 
important to our life situation. 

We pray for what is happening 
in our lives, our church and 
our world. Our other goal is to 
write prayers that speak to us 

in each of our liturgical seasons. 
The goal is to create continuity in our 
prayer by season, while at the same 
time being flexible enough to pray for 
what is happening in our lives now. 

We also believe that it is important 
for the Prayers of the People to come 
from the People. That is why we urge 
anyone in the congregation who feels 
called, to read a particular prayer. We 
are aware that sometimes it is more 
difficult to hear the prayers without 
amplification, but we believe this 
concern is offset by having our prayers 

truly coming from you. I know that 
I am often so moved in a Sunday 
worship when I hear one of you 
praying that I start crying. It can be a 
powerfully emotional experience.

Now that we have had some 
time under our belts with doing 
and praying our own Prayers of the 
People, we would like to open the 
process of producing them to the 
entire congregation. If you are skilled 
in word crafting and/or developing 
spoken prayer, we would like you to 
consider participating in a Prayers 
of the People writing committee. 
The goal of the group would be to 
develop and write our own GSP 
Prayers for each liturgical season. 
The committee would set its own 
meeting times and gatherings, but I 
would expect that each member might 
spend approximately four to five 
hours working on this for each of our 
eight liturgical seasons. If this sounds 
like something to which you might 
be called, please contact me or Beth 
Miksa.

Steve+

Liturgical Discussion of the Month

Free Wireless Internet at GSP:  
Acceptable Use
by Kitt Cordero

Did you know Grace St. 
Paul’s provides free wireless 
Internet? This service brings 

vast, diverse, and unique resources to 
administrative staff, parishioners, and 
visitors, too. It also keeps us in the 
forefront to advances in technology. 

This service is available to 
everyone, and is used heavily in our 
ministries and administrative daily 
work. If you wish to access it while 
you’re on the GSP campus, just ask for 
the password at the office.

Recently there have been a few 
incidents that have resulted in Grace 
St. Paul’s being contacted due to 

illegal activities originating from this 
service. While there is no way to list 
all situations you might encounter 
while using this resource, here are a 
few reminders and general principles 
for acceptable and safe use of this 
service.

 Users of GSP’s wireless internet 
resources must comply with federal 
and state laws, GSP Policies, contract 
terms, copyright and software license 
rules. We need to make certain 
that users don’t do anything illegal, 
like downloading copyrighted 
material or viewing illegal content. 
The responsibility to use the access 
responsibly falls on the individual 
user.

 GSP has safeguards in place to 
keep this service protected from 

illegal sites and viruses, but as hackers 
and viruses change their attacks 
quickly, these safeguards are not 
perfect. Please let us know if this does 
not work as expected, and be sure 
to monitor your children’s access as 
needed. 

 Wireless connections are “public 
places” and not secure. Information 
you access can be viewed by others. 
You should avoid transmitting credit 
card or other sensitive personal 
information through wireless 
connections.

 This service is a gateway to many 
resources and is available for everyone 
to use, so please use it safely for 
yourself and others at Grace St Paul’s. 
If you have any questions, please 
contact the office.



4 Grace St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Liturgy & Music

I want to begin my screed (that would be 
“lengthy discourse” not “rant”) with a plug 
for the Bi-national Arts Institute benefit 

concert by Música sin Fronteras at Grace St. 
Paul’s on July 14th at 7 p.m. Concert repertoire 
includes works spanning the Americas, from 
Argentina to Canada, and from the Spanish 
colonial era to the 20th century.

Dr. Lori Keyne, former choir director 
at Grace St. Paul’s and wife of Fr. Seth 
Polley, received a Fulbright Border 
Award to celebrate and strengthen 
cultural relationships between the states 
of Arizona and Sonora, Mexico. She has 
been doing this through the non-profit 
Institute and her bi-national choir, Música 
sin Fronteras (Music without Borders). 

The Episcopal Bishop of Cuba has 
invited Música sin Fronteras to participate 
in the Episcopal Festival de Música 2012 

in Havana in August. The group will travel 
to Panama to rehearse with folks there and 
together go on to Cuba. Wes Hunter (Spencer 
and Lynn’s son) and I are part of the ensemble. 
I’m paying full freight, but the group needs 
about $7,000 to cover everyone. The suggested 
donation for concert admission is $10, but 
larger amounts are cheerfully accepted and are 
tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. 

Now, on to other musical matters. On June 
17, I gave my annual music class, this time on 
Anglican hymnody, which morphed into a 
discussion of The Hymnal Revision Feasibility 
Study report to the Standing Commission on 
Liturgy and Music. I read it so the rest of you 
didn’t have to. There was much to consider. 
For example, should we even have another 
published book when so much is on-line 
these days? The bottom line, though, was that 
although a plurality of clergy, music directors, 
and seminarians are in favor of revision, 
especially the women, congregants oppose 
revision by 2:1. 

Hymnal 1982 represents the musical harvest 
of centuries. The problem with it from the 
Grace St. Paul’s perspective is that many here 
espouse creation-centered liberation theology 
rather than blood atonement, and we don’t 
assume that everyone has northern European 

roots. Supplements to the hymnal have tackled 
the diversity issue, but there’s still that pesky 
word problem. At the Bishop’s recent workshop 
on music in liturgy, I asked Dr. David Hurd 
what a progressive congregation should do 
with blood-atonement, hierarchical, male-
centric texts, and he said we should just live 
with them and think of them as metaphor. 
Okay, that’s tricky.

Hymns are intended to praise God and 
teach us what to believe. Music is a powerful 
adhesive. People with Alzheimer’s may forget 
a spouse but some can still sing songs they 
learned in childhood. To the people who wrote 
those old hymn texts, Satan was another word 
for sex, kings ruled and women didn’t (even 
if they were rulers), God’s creation was for 
consumption but not protection, and empire 
was a good thing. We think differently these 
days. We want to get the words right, but 
contemporary hymn texts can sound a bit silly; 
they lack the sonorous beauty of John Donne 
or George Herbert, or the inventiveness of 
W.H. Auden, or the emotional impact of John 
Newton.

Do we resign ourselves and say that 
although this music and this thinking aren’t 
part of our daily lives, we can accept them 
because they connect us to the 2,000 years 
of our history? A lot of folks say yes. Fun 
factoid: people under 30 and over 70 were 
most resistant to revising Hymnal 1982. Young 
people don’t always want the music they hear 
in church to be like what they hear every day. 
Traditional hymns, classical music, and sung 
psalms still top the charts in many Episcopal 
parishes, at least in the continental U.S. Praise 
music and Catholic folk-mass elements are 
least favored. Gospel and world music is in the 
middle.

Not all the hymn texts are outside our 
comfort zone. Some are quite good. Then 
I play through the hymn. Whoa! The 
accompaniment is astringently dissonant. 
Great for tightening pores, perhaps not so good 
for connecting to hearts. For connecting to the 
heart and energizing the soul, you can’t beat 
gospel and spirituals, but we’re back to blood 
atonement theology. It helps to know that in 

Notes 
from the  

Choir 
Stalls
By Christina Jarvis, 

Director of Music
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Parish Administration
spirituals, “sinner” is 
shorthand for “slave 
owner.” Now we 
could say it’s short for 
“banker”; that would 
totally work.

I’ll mention 
other results from 
the survey in future 
Briefly columns; 
there is a lot to digest 
and discuss. Now, 
however, I want to 
thank the musicians 
sharing their time 
and talents with the 
parish by playing 
or singing at the 
10 o’clock service. 
Coming up (and 
subject to last-minute 
change), we have 
Wesley Hunter, 
Cathy Wolfson’s 
quartet, Clyde Kunz, 
Jim Neeley, Maddie 
Knutson, Richard 
Cameron, Meg 
Villanueva and Ann 
Stephens. Bless you!

Peace,

Christina
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Children & Youth

The GSP Summer Art Camp in June was 
a blast for all of us. I personally, as a 
volunteer, enjoyed the kids’ company on 

these five hot summer days.  They were happy 
to be there and anxious to get to projects. Our 
art project was making paper mache puppets 
of desert animals for their play. The kids all 
worked really hard on their puppets, starting 
only with newspaper and working until they 
had a colorful animal that would fit over 
their tiny, sticky hand. I saw animals from 
Hummingbirds to Bighorn Sheep to Koalas! 
The kids loved their puppets and even clothed 
them with wonderful fabric donated and sewn 
by our volunteers. Another fun thing the 
kids got to do was learn Karate from our own 
Father Breckenridge. He taught them things 
from self-defense all the way to respect and 
discipline. The kids loved letting their energy 

out through games and Karate moves (that we 
know are never for starting fights :) ) and they 
all thought that they had a great instructor. It 
looked so fun, I even joined in a bit! But after 
so much physical activity, the kids (and I) 
needed some refueling. That is why we were so 
excited to have Sue and our other volunteers 
in the kitchen. Every lunch they had a new, 
exciting and delicious meal waiting for us. 
These were only some of the activities, and I 
know I enjoyed them all. I grew in my faith 
while growing closer to the kids AND having 
fun!
By Kelsea Cordero

GSP 
Summer 
Arts 
Camp 
2012
Reported by two high 
school volunteers
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Although all the other activities were 
far enough fun for all the kids, the 
children who went to GSP’s art camp 

also got to play fun instruments, sing songs, 
and participate in the Gifts of God in the 
Bloom Room. As we traveled through time 
from when God created Earth, the kids were 
able to learn about all the gifts God has given 
us. From the tiniest seed to the largest rock, 
the children enjoyed unwrapping the gifts 
and discovering what amazing new thing God 
had created next. (As Ms. Harriet explained, 
the story tells us who created and science 
tells us how.) And after unwrapping all these 
marvelous gifts, the children headed down the 
hall where each group practiced and learned a 
different song. All the kids loved singing their 
hearts out as they prepared their piece to be 
sung in front of their parents on Friday. Finally, 

no one could forget the fun they had rockin’ 
out on the array of instruments owned by GSP. 
Everyone got a shot at their favorite instrument 
and an instrument they may have never played 
before. As we finished up with the instruments, 
we were able to paint the backdrops for our 
plays. Everyone let their imagination flow 
as they thought of different things to add to 
their desert scene. As they were painting and 
imagining, they wrote scripts for their plays 
that would feature their puppets. Each person 
contributed and helped write each wonderful 
story.

Special thanks to: Ms. Harriet, Ms. Joan, 
Ms. Linda, Ms. Sue, Ms. Joanzie, Ms. Elizabeth, 
and, of course, Ms. Rosalind!!!!
By Kayla Cordero

more photos, Page 8 ...
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GSP Children & Youth Enjoy Summer

Summer Sunday School meets in 
the St. Jude Room at 10 a.m. with 
Jean Keplinger and friends, where 

all ages are welcome. Childcare is 
available at 10 a.m. on Sundays in the 
Nursery.

During summer, Youth Groups 
meet together in the youth room 
following the 10 o’clock service. 
Several youth group members will 
be participating on a mission trip to 
South L.A., July 22-30. (This was fully 
described in last month’s Briefly.)

Student Artwork

Who is the 
budding 
artist in 

your family? We 
would like to receive 
black and white 
artwork from GSP 
young people to 
feature in The Briefly. 
Send a scanned copy 
to Elizabeth Gooden, 
BrieflyEditor@grace-
stpauls.org.

This linoleum 
block print of a cross 
is by 16-year-old 
Gideon Van Rhoads.
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Parish Life

We are one body
Because we all share in the one bread
Though the bread may be manifold
In the way it comes to us

The bitter bread of suffering
Or the tender loaves of passion
The rough and ruddy bread of toil
Or sweetened cakes of joy
The bread dipped in the fatness of prosperity
And bread soaked with the wine of tears

Our bread is both here on this altar
And in our hearts
It is both on our lips
And before our eyes
Both in our hands
And under our feet

We are the body
We are the bread to the hungry

You and I are salt and light
The sweet fragrance of Christ
Unto the world
And the ones through whom God loves
And gathers

You and I are Christ to the nations
The dispensers of His glory
The oracles of wisdom and words that heal
Love letters scripted by the Holy Spirit
Delivered in and among and through humanity

We are the ones who stand in the gap
When no one else is found

We are the evidence of God's love
The prophets of our age
And the world's healing balm
As we create the kingdom come
And God's will being done
On earth
As it is in heaven.

We are the daily bread
Given this day
And every day we live in Christ

Rise up, beloved!
Take on your mantle
And walk as the body of Christ
Risen
Glorious

And strong
Humble and meek
Loving and kind
Full of miracles
And challenges
Creating abundance with simple loaves and scraps of food
Creating communities with zealots and tax collectors
Prostitutes and priests
Creating hope
In a world writhing in despair

That's you!
You do not have to be Moses
To free a people enslaved
Or Joseph to feed the hungry
In times of lack
You do not have to be Elijah
To stand up to oppressive rulers
Or Paul to take the Gospel
To those abandoned by the church
You do not have to be Mary
To bring Christ incarnate to the world
You just have to be the one that God calls you to be
Part of one body
As we all share in one bread

The very bread of heaven
Rises in you, in us together,
And so Christ
Rises again and again
Moment by moment
With each step you and I take
With every word we share
With every touch we give
With every meal we serve
With every breath we pray

Therefore let us keep the feast
And make the feast
And share it
Share it with each other
Share it with the world
So in turn,
The world may come to Him
Who is the source of all joy
The spring of all hope
And the power at work within us
In ways we cannot even yet imagine
Beyond what we can even ask

When together we become the body
When together we become the bread

We Are One Body
By Eric K. Carr
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Kinship Corner: 
Food for Thought
By Peggy Scott

Does money buy you happiness? Pause 
for a moment and consider. What is 
your answer? Most of us will say no, 

but Harvard Business School professor Michael 
Norton says yes—you’re just not spending it 
correctly. I recently listened to him speak on 
this subject in a short, ten-minute clip on the 
TED: Ideas Worth Spreading website. More 
about that later.

Norton shared the highlights of research 
done in Canada among university students, 
and then in Uganda. People were asked if they 
wanted to participate in a research project, 
and then they were given envelopes containing 
small amounts of money. Inside the envelope 
the researchers also included instructions. 
Some were told to spend the money on 
themselves, while others received instructions 

to spend the money on someone else. 
Participants were asked beforehand how happy 
they were and then they were contacted at the 
end of the day to confirm how they had spent 
the money, and also how happy they were. For 
those who had spent the money on themselves, 
there was no difference in their happiness. 
However, there was a significant increase in 
happiness across the board among the group 
who had spent the money on other people. 
Then Norton shared the results of a Gallup poll 
on this subject carried out in 136 countries. 
The results were similar around the world.

The conclusion? Norton says, “The specific 
way that you spend on other people isn’t nearly 
as important as the fact that you spend on 
other people.”

The ten-minute clip is highly entertaining 
and has descriptions of additional interesting 
experiments. For all kinds of ideas worth 
spreading, you might find it worthwhile to go 
to www.ted.com. I certainly did.

Setting Our Hearts
By Chris LsBour

Are you seeking a safe place to explore 
what it means to be a Christian in the 
21st century?

Have you wondered what the term 
Progressive Christianity means?

Are you searching for a small group 
experience that allows you to get to know other 
people deeply?

Setting Our Hearts is a ten-week experiential 
small group that invites you to wrestle with 
what it means to live one’s faith in this complex 
world that doesn’t offer easy answers to life’s 
questions. The course acknowledges the 
complexity of real life and helps participants 
make meaning of life as they live it. We grapple 
with our desire for “answers” and certainty 
in an ambiguous and often unfair world. The 
course offers a model of faith that is an “Amen” 
to reality as we know it and to the God who 

created us. It promotes confidence in the way 
taken by Jesus, who joined us in our chaos, 
who lost everything, and who taught us that by 
being open to the reality of the chaos around 
us, we can discover the power of God.

The course is recommended for any adult—
newcomer, old-timer, “cradle” Episcopalians, 
singles, couples and those who have previously 
taken the course.

The course consists of ten weekly 
meetings—Mondays, Sept. 17, to Nov. 26 (no 
class Nov. 19), from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Bloom 
Education Center, plus two at-home retreats—
Oct. 12-14 and Nov. 9-11. 

Cost is $75, which covers meals for both 
retreats. Partial scholarships are available. 

Registration is through the church office 
at 327-6857. Facilitators are Brian Arthur, 
Catherine Penn Williams and Chris LaBour. 

For more information contact Chris 
LaBour, 270-1766 or celabour@aol.com.

Community Garden
By Angel Wang

Squash anyone? This 
month the zucchini are 

poised to be the prime 
producers, at least until 
the monsoon rains give 
temperature relief to the 
tomatoes. The bell peppers 
are gladly being shaded 
by the sprawling zucchini 
plants as their first modest 
fruits were sun-scorched. 
About a dozen tomato 
plants are ready to switch 
over from leafy growth to 
fruit production once the 
cooler monsoon weather 
comes—tomatoes 
do not set fruit when 
temperatures are 100 
degrees and above. In 
the meantime, we will be 
experimenting with shade 
cloth sun cover for our 
plants.
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Changes in Prayer Team

After 10 years of serving as the head 
of GSP’s intercessory prayer team 
(IPT), Linda Brown is stepping 

down. However, we are delighted that 
she will continue to participate as a team 
member. There are over 40 GSP members 
who are members of the IPT, and Linda 
describes them as a powerful group. When 
asked what motivated her to serve as long 

as she has, Linda said it was witnessing 
the extraordinary effect that prayer has in 
people’s lives.

 Linda is pleased to welcome Toni Sue 
Brooks as the new head and is excited about 
the new dimension that she will bring to 
the role. Linda will work with Toni Sue over 
the next few weeks to make the transition as 
smooth as possible. We are grateful to both 
women for their service!

New Directions  
in Spirit Now
By Eric K. Carr

This year Spirit Now has been exploring 
new territory under the new leadership 
of Eric Carr, Kitt Cordero, and Rev. 

Debbie Royals. We’ve had some gorgeous 
services with lots of variety while also trying 
to hold true to the core values that make Spirit 
Now what it is.

Utilizing the beautiful cultural gifts Debbie 
brings with her Pascua Yaqui heritage, we are 
halfway through an experimental year-long 
journey through the traditional seasons and 
directions. This journey has included amazing 
offerings from an extraordinary number of 
diverse cultures. We’ve had everything from a 
traditional Navajo healing ritual and Shaker-
style spontaneous worship to a service put 
together almost entirely by children, which 
featured animal crackers and grape juice as the 
Eucharistic elements.

We are now embarking on the summer 
portion of our services and will be exploring 
themes of fire, heat, passion, and related 
concepts while honoring the direction of the 
south. With summer we have also moved the 
service into the chancel, where we will have a 
variety of unique, engaging, often experimental 
services.

One upcoming event for July will focus on 

a service based on the Twelve Steps of recovery 
programs, and the idea of being reduced 
to ash in the fires of hitting bottom and 
powerlessness, and the opportunity that opens 
to spiritual awakening. We plan on inviting 
the larger Tucson community of Twelve Step 
recovery participants, and even have a Twelve 
Step Eucharist, specially written for the event.

Spirit Now continues to be a Lay-led service, 
and we encourage everyone to participate in 
whatever way they feel comfortable. For some, 
that means coming up with the entire service 
from start to finish, and for others it means 
simply coming up with readings or even just 
attending sporadically.

Many of the more progressive elements of 
our 10:00 services on Sunday originally came 
from Spirit Now (back when it was called 
M3M), and we are back to experimenting with 
new ideas, themes, concepts, and liturgies. 
With any exploration, there are bound to be 
hits and misses, times of discomfort and times 
of bliss, but thankfully our journey so far has 
been mostly fantastic. We invite everyone in 
the GSP community to check it out and see 
what we’ve got going on.

Spirit Now services are usually from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Thursdays. Check the 
Sunday bulletin or online calendar for more 
information on specific services, and if you’d 
like to participate on a deeper level or even 
plan an entire service, contact Eric Carr, Kitt 
Cordero, or Rev. Debbie Royals. 

Solar Energy 
Committee
By Angel Wang

Harnessing the 
abundant power of 

the Arizona sunshine for 
electricity and providing 
blessed shade on our 
church grounds is coming 
nearer! The study phase 
of the Solar Energy 
committee has concluded 
with selection of a single 
Tucson solar company. 

We are particularly 
grateful for the energy of 
Sonya Norman and Henry 
Dirtadian in pursuing the 
technical and financial of-
ferings of Tucson solar com-
panies. Winifred Williams 
diligently kept pace and 
asked probing questions as 
needed. Early on, Don and 
Lil Donovan held a minority 
position in favor of wind 
power, and John Keller 
represented other solar 
interests. Spencer Hunter 
and Chris Ledyard were 
our vestry representatives, 
now joined by Holly Shinn, 
as were Linda Hutson and 
Lynda Canfield earlier. 

A detailed solar energy 
proposal will be formally 
presented in a joint meet-
ing of solar representa-
tives, vestry, Buildings and 
Grounds and Long Range 
Planning in early July. We 
are excited at the prospect 
of becoming a Greener 
Church, fulfilling GSP’s 
electricity needs from a sus-
tainable energy source, the 
abundant Arizona sunshine 
with which we are blessed. 
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Grace St. Paul’s continues to lead the 
Episcopal Church in our online 
presence, with an astonishing reach 

of over 100,000 people a year. I’ve been taking 
General Theological Seminary’s online course 
for the Episcopal Church and Social Media. 
Surprisingly, one of the main things I’ve 
learned in all the classes has nothing to do with 
our curriculum, but that the Arizona Diocese 
is known for its online presence, and that GSP 
has earned an international reputation for 
being ahead of the curve.

We have been working to post interactive 
and meaningful content to our Facebook 
account weekly and our reach has grown 
exponentially. To put things into perspective, 
the Diocese of Southern Ohio put out an 
official how-to guide for reaching people 
online, yet a single album on our Facebook 
page reached thousands of more people than 
all of the combined content they mentioned in 
their article. On average we reach sixteen times 
more people a week than other comparable 
churches in Arizona. We are now clearly 
outpacing those who were considered to be the 
leaders of the online movement.

Of course, that doesn’t really mean 
anything in and of itself. This is certainly not 
a competition, and we celebrate any outreach 

churches do, but I think sometimes people see 
social media as meaningless, superficial, or 
even harmful. The truth, however, is that we 
are reaching people all over the world in dozens 
of languages. I only make the comparisons 
to illustrate the effectiveness of our approach 
and to make a case for our continued use 
of the Internet as a powerful outreach tool. 
Sometimes new technology in church can seem 
invasive, but all the cameras and iPads and 
online media really do mean something, and 
we need to continue pressing forward with new 
media and technology in church if we want to 
remain as valid as we are.

During the Naco Border Procession this 
year I was met on the Mexican side by a lady 
who recognized me from the GSP Facebook 
page and knew all about our mission and 
theology because of our Facebook content. 
Then there are all of my classmates in the GTS 
online classes, the other clergy all over the 
world who watch what we do and then emulate 
it in their own churches, the people who can’t 
make it to services but feel like they get to 
attend vicariously through photos...our online 
presence really makes a difference! Technology 
at GSP has become a primary source of both 
evangelism and accessibility, opening virtual 
doors to those who may never get the chance to 
attend GSP in person, and setting an example 
for the church at large.

I’ve been featuring GSP on my Pinterest 
account as well, which is being followed by 
several churches, as well as a hugely popular 
alternative health “Pinner.” I know that 
probably makes no sense to many of you 
reading this, but what it means is that lots and 
lots of people are paying attention to us and 
finding out about us through lots of different 
social media outreaches, like Youtube and 
Meetup. This isn’t just marketing and helping 
our church to grow, but is also getting our 
message of social justice and progressive 
theology to over a hundred thousand people 
a year. It’s a very powerful form of evangelism 
indeed. 

Thank you all for your continued support 
as we lead exploration into this exciting new 
territory.

GSP 
Emerges 
as a 
Leader 
in Social 
Media
By Eric K. Carr

The number of unique people who saw a story 
published by a friend about your Page from 3/11/12 
to 4/7/12. Use the drop-down to see data for a specific 
story type. Each point represents the number of unique 
people reached in the 7-day period ending with thdat 
day.

3,512 People
4/6/12 - 4/12/12
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Community of Hope is a group of 
13± trained lay persons who visit 
parishioners at home or in the hospital, 

rehabilitation center, or other facility as well as 
through other GSP ministries. Since January, 
they compiled 631 visits to 1,034 folks (and 
three dogs) during 1,074 volunteer hours. Ann 
Schlumberger attended the COH national 

conference in Texas 
in June with funds 
from our GSP 
budget (thank you) 
and shared much 
information at 
the COH meeting 
on June 15. Kay 
Bigglestone, Pat 

Dickson, Ann Schlumberger and Lynne 
Albright are the leaders.

Healing Touch is an energy therapy 
offered by trained and certified volunteer 
practitioners that uses gentle touch to assist 
the body’s natural healing process by relieving 
stress, promoting relaxation, increasing vitality 
and helping with pain management, surgery 
recovery, and anxiety or depression.

From January to June 2012, the Monday 
Healing Touch clinic at GSP served 334 clients 
and received $1,395 in donations. Clinics are 
held in the Weeks Room on Monday evenings 
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. and Thursday afternoons 
from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Certified practitioners 
are Miriam Huber, Anagrace Misenhimer, 
Pat Dickson and Carol Forshey. Several HT 
students assist with offering Healing Touch 
in the clinics. They are Pat Williams, Judith 
Toone, Kim Lauger, Dan Horner, Toni Sue 
Brooks, and Linda Cooley. Healing Touch 
is also provided on request to parishioners 
who are home bound, in care facilities, or in 
hospitals. More than 40 people have received 
these visits so far this year. Several of our 
practitioners also offer HT to cancer patients 
after their chemo treatments at TMC. 

Grace St. Paul’s hosted a Level #1 HT class 
on Dec. 10 & 11, 2011. Eight students took the 
class, including 4 GSP members. Submitted by 
Pat Dickson.

Intercessory Prayer Team (IPT) receives 

requests for private prayer for members of the 
GSP community and others outside of this 
community. Linda Brown is stepping down 
after 10 years as leader while Toni Sue Brooks 
is stepping up.

Lay Eucharistic Ministers are sent out 
usually from Sunday services, to parishioners 
in homes, hospitals, and rehab centers who 
are unable to come to church whether from 
disability, illness, or chronic conditions. Kay 
Bigglestone, Leader.

Prayer Shawl Ministry provides hand-
made prayer shawls for those who need 
comfort during times of transition. Lynn Marie 
Hunter and Joyce Henderson, Leaders.

Grief Ministry is undergoing a leadership 
change. They had hoped to offer a program in 
the fall but this may be postponed.

Creation Spirituality is the umbrella for 
Animals and Spirituality and the Green Church 
(sometimes listed under Social Justice and 
Outreach). Creation spirituality focuses on 
affirming the goodness of God’s creation and 
our role of being responsible caretakers of 
our planet Earth and all of its creatures. The 
Mission of the Creation Spirituality ministry is 
to educate, encourage, and facilitate spiritual 
awareness of our call to care for all of God’s 
creation. Rev. Nadine Martin and Chris 
Ledyard, Leaders.

Quilting Ministry members make quilts for 
St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic in Nogales, shut-
ins, residents of nursing homes, and for every 
child baptized at Grace St Paul’s. We quilt every 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m in McBride 
Hall. Submitted by Judith Turner.

 Pastoral Care Team members include 
clergy as well as representatives of Community 
of Hope and Healing Touch, healthcare and 
mental healthcare professionals. They meet 
monthly to review a changing list of about 
50 parishioners who are receiving some type 
of Pastoral Care and update via email as 
needed. The goal is to see that all are receiving 
the services that are most beneficial. Some 
members of this group also monitor the 
emergency phone after hours and weekends. 
Lynne Albright, Leader.

Health & 
Healing 
Ministries
Report to Vestry,  
June 26, 2012
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Spirit Players: A Play Reading Experience
Fridays, July 6 & Aug. 3
6:30 p.m., Bloom Education Center

Everyone is invited to participate in the wonder of 
play reading… no theater experience required. Non-
readers can be the audience, too. Play readings are 
followed by discussions that examine family, class and 
cultural conflict in America. Plays to be read include 
You Can’t Take It With You, Fires in the Mirror, and The 
Search for Intelligent Life in the Universe. Readings are 
open to the public.

 Led by Nanalee Rafael and Halsy Taylor. Both are 
employed in professional theatre and love to introduce 
others to a variety of scripts.

Readers Group
Mondays, July 2 & July 30, 
3 p.m., Bloom Education Center

A gathering of people interested in forming a 
monthly or quarterly reading group to read and discuss 
books, chosen by the group, for ongoing growth in 
our personal/spiritual life. Books could be fiction or 
nonfiction, but with a goal to bring topics that stretch us 
as Christians and human beings in the world in which 
we live. Participation is open to everyone.

Facilitated by Linda Hutson, long time EfM mentor 
and avid book reader.

Film & Fellowship Festival
Fridays, July 20 & Aug. 17
6:30 p.m., Bloom Education Center

The Potluck starts at 6:30 followed by the evening’s 
excellent film at 7 o’clock. It’s a great time for discussion 
and sharing on themes ranging from social justice to 
romance. The group selects each month’s film, so think 
of your favorite! 

 Led by Kit Cordero and Eric Carr, active GSP 
members and film facilitators.

The Emerging Church
Mondays, July 9 & Aug. 13 
7 p.m., Bloom Education Center

What will the church of the future look like? And, 
how can we now best prepare for the inevitable changes 
that are coming? Join this discussion group to explore 
the latest information, research and observations about 
the coming changes in American and world religious 
culture. 

Led by Catherin Penn Williams, GSP member.

Seven Spiritual Themes:  
A Video Presentation by Fr. Richard Rohr
Saturday, July 21 
9:30 a.m, Bloom Education Center

In this video series, renowned author and spiritual 
leader Richard Rohr outlines seven underlying spiritual 
themes that inform and guide his spiritual journey 
and his approach to spiritual formation. These themes 
provide the basis of the curriculum for The Rohr 
Institute, a living school for action and contemplation. 
This presentation is part of Fr. Rohr’s 2012 Webcast 
Series.

‘Falling Upward: A Spirituality for  
the Two Halves of Life’ by Richard Rohr
Sundays, July 8, 15 & 22
9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

This book discussion will consider Rohr’s idea that 
everyone experiences life in two halves, one that is 
absolutely necessary to establish personal identity—
climbing, achieving, and performing—and the second 
half that is more concerned with letting go of assumed 
certainties and integrating life with wisdom experiences. 
The first half of life builds the container, the second half 
fills it. Highly recommended that attendees read the 
book before sessions begin.

 Led by Roger Pierce, GSP member and ordained 
clergy.

Summer 
2012, 
July and 
August

The few, the proud, the acolytes!
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Revelations: Visions, Prophecy  
& Politics in the Book of Revelation
Sundays, July 8 & 15
11:45 a.m., Bloom Education Center

As one of the world’s foremost religion scholars, 
Elaine Pagels has been a pioneer in interpreting the 
Gnostic gospels and illuminating their place in the 
early history of Christianity. Her new book, however, 
tackles a text that is firmly, dramatically within the New 
Testament canon: The Book of Revelation, the surreal 
apocalyptic vision of the end of the world . . . or is it? 
In this startling and timely book, Pagels returns The 
Book of Revelation to its historical origin, written as its 
author John of Patmos took aim at the Roman Empire 
after what is now known as “the Jewish War,” in 66 CE. 
Militant Jews in Jerusalem, fired with religious fervor, 
waged an all-out war against Rome’s occupation of Judea 
and their defeat resulted in the desecration of Jerusalem 
and its Great Temple. Pagels persuasively interprets 
Revelation as a scathing attack on the decadence 
of Rome. Soon after, however, a new sect known as 
“Christians” seized on John’s text as a weapon against 
heresy and infidels of all kinds—Jews, even Christians 
who dissented from their increasingly rigid doctrines 
and hierarchies. In a time when global religious violence 
surges, Revelations explores how often those in power 
throughout history have sought to force “God’s enemies” 
to submit or be killed. This book study is for those who 
want to understand the roots of dissent, violence, and 
division in the world’s religions, and to appreciate the 
lasting appeal of this extraordinary text.

Facilitated by Brian Arthur, member of GSP, avid 
reader and student of Gnostic literature.

Adult Spiritual Formation  
& Education Planning Meeting
Thursday, July 19
7 p.m., Weeks Room

Have you ever wondered about a special topic 
in your spiritual life? Alternatively, have you read a 
book that you think would help others grow in their 
spirituality? Ever wanted to facilitate a class or small 
group? 

If so, come to the Adult Education planning meeting. 
Topics and class facilitators for the Winter 2012 Schedule 
are wanted and needed. The more the merrier! 

If you need a class proposal form, or have any 
immediate questions, contact the church office at 520-
327-6857

‘Jesus Through the Ages’, ‘Who Was Jesus?’  
& ‘What Can We Know About Jesus (and How)?’
Sundays, July 29 & Aug. 5 & 12
9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

Ever feel like Jesus has been kidnapped by the 
Christian Right and discarded by the Secular Left? 
This version of Living the Questions’ popular “Saving 
Jesus” series starts with 3 DVD sessions featuring 
leading religious voices of our day. Join in dialogue with 
respected theologians and scholars around the relevance 
of Jesus for today.

 Facilitated by Peggy Scott, former EfM mentor and 
member of GSP.

Courage & Renewal Retreat
Friday, Aug. 24, 7 p.m., & Saturday, Aug. 25, 9 a.m.
Bloom Education Center

This two-session Courage and Renewal Retreat is 
based on the work of Parker Palmer and the Center 
for Courage and Renewal. It is designed to help us 
understand how we hold the paradox of Abundance/
Scarcity in our lives, and how we may live more 
authentically within this paradox. Friday evening and all 
day Saturday; lunch included. $35 registration; limited to 
20 participants.

 Led by Brian Arthur and Jaimie Leopold, Courage 
and Renewal facilitators.

Social Justice & Banking
Sunday, Aug. 26
9 & 11:45 a.m., McBride Hall

Discussion regarding the MoveYourMoney.org 
movement and issues related to GSP and personal 
parishioner finances. Presented in conjunction with the 
Episcopal Federal Credit Union.

Facilitated by Joan Zatorski and Janet Kaiser.

Sneak, Sneak Preview
GSP is the local partner site for the 42nd 

Trinity Institute to be held Nov. 9-11. In a 
conference entitled Radical Christian Life: 
Equipping Ourselves for Social Change, Joan 
Chittister, OSB will be the primary speaker 
at a webcast conference that will offer tools 
for making the vital connection between 
contemplation and social action. 

For more information check the 
website www.trinitywallstreet.org/faith/
institute/2012/.

Look for GSP site registration forms 
beginning Aug. 1.
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Grace St. Paul’s: A Progressive Community—Loving God, Serving Others, Journeying Together
What’s Happening in July
WEEkLy SErvICES
Tuesdays
 6 p.m., Evening Prayer & 

Communion
 7 p.m., Interfaith Meditation
Wednesdays
 7 a.m., Holy Communion
Thursdays
 6 p.m., Spirit Now
Sundays
 8 a.m., Holy Communion
 8 a.m., Coffee & Conversation
 9:45 a.m., Child Care
 10 a.m., Holy Communion
 10 a.m., Summer Sunday School
 11:15 a.m., Coffee Hour
 11:30 a.m., GSP’s GPS (11th & 12th 

grades)
 11:30 a.m., J2A Youth Group (9th & 

10th grades)
 11:30 a.m., Rite 13 (7th & 8th grades)
1st 9 a.m., Independence Day Ice Cream 

Social!
 11:45 a.m., Building & Grounds 

Committee meeting
 11:45 a.m., Independence Day Ice 

Cream Social!
2nd 11:30 a.m., Spiritual Direction
 12:30 p.m., GSP Communications 

Group meeting
 3 p.m., GSP Reading Group

 7 p.m., Joseph’s Pantry meeting
 7 p.m., Green Church Committee 

meeting
 7:30 p.m., AA Southside Group
 7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
4th INDEPENDENCE DAY—Office & 

Joseph’s Pantry Closed
 7 a.m., Holy Communion
5th 9 a.m., French Class
 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
 6 p.m., Tucson Adoption Reunion 

Support
6th 6:30 p.m., Spirit Players: A Play 

Reading Experience
 8 p.m., AA Goodlife Group Meeting
7th 8:30 a.m., Altar Guild
 11 a.m., Memorial Service for Roger 

Archer
8th 9 a.m., Falling Upward: A Spirituality 

for the Two Halves of Life
 11:45 a.m., Revelations: Visions, 

Prophecy, & Politics in the Book of 
Revelation

9th 11:30 a.m., Spiritual Direction
 7 p.m., Ancient-Future: the Emerging 

Church Movement
 7:30 p.m., AA Southside Group
 7:30 p.m.,  Healing Touch Clinic
10th 6:30 p.m., Long Range Planning 

Committee meeting
11th 10 a.m., Quilting Ministry
 1:30 p.m., Liturgy Planning Meeting

 7 p.m., Gospel-Based Discipleship
12th 9 a.m., French Class
 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
13th 8 p.m., AA Goodlife Group Meeting
14th 8:30 a.m., Social Outreach Ministries 

Planning meeting
 8:30 a.m., Altar Guild
15th 9 a.m., Falling Upward: A Spirituality 

for the Two Halves of Life
 11:45 a.m., Revelations: Visions, 

Prophecy & Politics in the Book of 
Revelation

 2 p.m., St. Andrew’s Bach Society 
Concert

16th 11:30 a.m., Spiritual Direction
 3 p.m., GSP Reading Group
 6 p.m., Primavera Meals—Third 

Monday Group
 7:30 p.m., AA Southside Group
 7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
18th 10 a.m., Quilting Ministry
 10 a.m., Spiritual Directors Peer 

Group meeting
 12 p.m., Prayer Shawl Ministry
 1:30 p.m., Liturgy Planning Meeting
 7 p.m., Gospel-Based Discipleship
19th 9 a.m., French Class
 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
 7 p.m., Adult Spiritual Formation & 

Education Planning meeting
20th 6:30 p.m., Film & Fellowship series
 8 p.m., AA Goodlife Group Meeting

21st 8:30 a.m., Altar Guild
 10 a.m., Rohr Webcast
22nd 9 a.m., Falling Upward: A Spirituality 

for the Two Halves of Life
 1 p.m., Mother’s Kitchen (Primavera 

cooking team)
23rd 9 a.m., Pastoral Care Meeting
 11:30 a.m., Spiritual Direction
 7:30 p.m., AA Southside Group
 7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
24th 9 a.m., Primavera Cooks! Fourth 

Tuesday Primavera Meals Group
 6:30 p.m., Vestry Meeting
25th 10 a.m., Quilting Ministry
 1 p.m., TiHAN Volunteer Orientation
 1:30 p.m., Liturgy Planning Meeting
 7 p.m., Gospel-Based Discipleship
 7 p.m., Old Pueblo Community 

Services
26th 9 a.m., French Class
 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
27th 8 p.m., AA Goodlife Group Meeting
28th 8:30 a.m., Altar Guild
29th 9 a.m., Who was Jesus? What can 

we know about him? The world into 
which he was born...

30th 11:30 a.m., Spiritual Direction
 3 p.m., GSP Reading Group
 7:30 p.m., AA Southside Group
 7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic


