
The monthly newsletter for the community of
Grace St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
2331 E. Adams • Tucson, AZ 85719
520-327-6857 • www.gsptucson.org

The Briefly December 2012/
January 2013

Continued on Page 2

‘What does it say that the 
most important ritual of the 
season leading to Christmas 
is a shopping frenzy?

Rector’s Letter
Why are we still waiting?
By the Rev. Steve Keplinger

At our staff meeting during the week leading up to the liturgical end of 
the year, all of us had a very similar reaction when we shared the news 
that this year, the consumer event known as Black Friday, was actually 

going to start the day before, on Thanksgiving Day. We groaned in unison. 
What does it say about us as a people when we force our employees to work 
on a national holiday, just so we can feed our burning desire to knock each 
other over in a department store to be the 
first to get a bargain? What does it say 
about us that the most important ritual of 
the season leading to Christmas is going 
on a shopping frenzy?  

Ideally, religion is not something we 
do at certain times of the week, but rather 
a way of living every moment. Sometimes, however, the disparity between 
culture and religion is so extreme, we cannot help but feel the tension. Such is 
the case during Advent, where the differences create not just a tension in our 
lives, but downright contradictions.

While the natural cycle of the earth suggests to our bodies that we need to 
slow down and do less, to take time for reflection, the world around us is in 
hyper-acceleration. While it spins out of control in a total frenzy, the liturgical 
season of Advent encourages us to do the opposite, to watch and to wait. I 
suspect that a portion of the media will go on again this year about culture 
battles and the war against Christmas. Being sensitive to the religious beliefs 
of another, however, is not a war on Christmas. It is what Christmas teaches 
us to be, compassionate. I am personally much more concerned that all of 
us have lost the real meaning of Christmas,  that we have accommodated 
our religion to the culture. We have let go of the liturgical season of Advent, 
because we are just too busy to live it. And without observing this season of 
waiting and hoping, the reality of Christmas will be impossible for any of us to 
experience.

To be a true Christian in Advent means that we really must be counter-
cultural. Each of us needs to come up with creative ways to not be sucked into 

A happy participant enjoys her pie on Giving 
and Receiving Sunday. See more on Page 12.
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the whirlwind. Each of us needs to have a non-
anxious presence while the world scurries. We 
must be quiet enough that we can hear the still, 
small voice of God.

This is also one of the great gifts that we 
have to offer society. If someone wants to be 
upset about the damage the culture has done 
to Christmas, how about pondering the fact 
that our constant activity surrounding this 
holiday has made it impossible for anyone to 
experience God with us? Most of us are so 
tired by the time we get to Christmas Day, we 
wouldn’t know God was with us if God hit us 
with a lightning bolt.

There is no question that we have much to 
teach the world about how we can find God 
in our lives again. There is no question that 
having a season of Advent is also emotionally 
beneficial to all of us and makes sense based on 
the cycles of the earth.  

Just because something is good for 
us, however, does not necessarily make it 
theologically relevant. We need to also ask as 
thinking Christians: “For whom or what are we 
waiting?” Is Advent really supposed to be about 
some sort of suspension of belief so that we 
can experience the birth of Jesus as something 
totally new? Another understanding, heard in 
some of our hymns and prayers, suggests that 
what we are really waiting for at this time of 
year is the second coming of Christ. But this 
imagery is not very helpful for those of us who 

believe that Christ’s incarnation was not just a 
one-time event. Christ is here and present with 
us right now, and if that is true, does a liturgical 
season of waiting still make any sense for us?

My response is that yes, Christ is already 
present with us, but that presence is akin to the 
way Jesus described the realm of God. He told 
the disciples that the realm was already here 
and in their midst. But he also said that it was 
not yet here.  

That is why I believe Advent remains for us 
not only a critical counter-cultural corrective, 
but also a theologically profound season of the 
year. We wait for the emergence of that realm 
in new and exciting ways. We wait for Christ’s 
presence in an even more transparent way than 
we have experienced in the past. We know that 
God is already here. But we wait for an even 
greater unveiling of that God in our lives and 
the lives of those around us.

So let us wait together in fervent hope 
that the realm of God will arrive... again and 
again. Let us wait together for Immanuel, for 
God with us again. Let us wait in hope for the 
real Christmas, a Christmas that brings the 
presence of Christ’s love to all of the world, if 
we can only take the time to look and listen.

Happy waiting, 

Steve + 

Vestry Nominations for 2013
By Martha P.L. Whitaker

It is anticipated that a Vestry Nominating 
Committee will be named by the Rector 
and approved by the Vestry at the Nov. 27 

Vestry Meeting. The committee will be 
comprised of no fewer than five persons 
including two retiring Vestry members. 

This committee shall report to the 
congregation six weeks before the annual 
meeting, which is currently scheduled for 
11:30 a.m., Sunday, Jan. 27, 2013. 

Our Bylaws state that “Additional 
nominations may be made to the nominating 
committee or the Rector up to three weeks 
before the annual meeting, unless the 
nominating committee finds it necessary 
to extend the nomination period. No 
nominations from the floor will be accepted.” 

Sunday, Jan. 20, 2013 has been designated 
as a day to “Meet the Vestry Candidates.” 
All candidates will be available to answer 
questions after the 8 and 10 a.m. Sunday 
services.
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I know. I know. Everyone tells me that the 
battle is over and I need to just give up 
the ghost. But it is not going to happen as 

long as I am breathing. Our culture has stolen 
Advent from us and I want it back. I believe 
we are called as Christians to not just stand up 
against over-consumption, but to also return 
Christmas to its rightful place as the season 
that begins on Dec. 25 and ends on Epiphany, 
Jan. 6. 

That is why our Advent liturgies will have 
no trace of Christmas in them. They will all be 
about anticipation and the art of waiting and 
they will be full of beautiful music and images 
to assist us in being reflective while the world is 
most certainly not. 

By staying in this place during the Advent 
season, our Christmas services will explode 
with the joy and wonder that we experienced 
as children. That joy will continue all the way 
through the arrival of those visitors from the 
East. 

You will notice this significant change in 
rhythm as we begin the season of Advent on 
Dec. 2. Our Sunday liturgies will be reflective 
and anticipatory. Advent is also the perfect 
time to try our Evening Prayer service every 
Tuesday evening at 6 p.m. Evening Prayer 
occurs in the Julian Chapel. Also on Tuesday 
evenings, the spirit of Advent is captured in 
our meditation experience at 7 p.m. in the 
Julian Chapel. Another wonderful discipline 
in Advent would be our Wednesday morning 
Communion service in the chapel. It begins at 
7 a.m. 

On Advent Two, Dec. 9, our reflective 
liturgy will include a visit from St. Nicholas, the 
Bishop of Myra. The differences between him 
and the character who became Santa Claus are 
about as wide as the disparity between Black 
Friday and Epiphany. Don’t miss this service, 
specially designed for kids of all ages. 

Grace St. Paul’s is also well known for our 
annual Blue Christmas service. This service 
was created to respond to the deep need of 
those who find this season so emotionally 
difficult. If you struggle at this time of year, 
or you have friends or relatives who do, this is 
the healing service that just might carry you or 

them through this time of year. This year it is 
Dec. 16 at 6:30 p.m.

The Winter Solstice and the longest night 
of the year arrives on Dec. 20. That evening 
at 5:30 p.m., we will gather for a meditative 
candle service in the church, marking the 
turning point of the season and connecting 
us to God through this important night. That 
service will also include a beautiful night walk 
on the labyrinth.

On the Eve of the Nativity, our informal 
service for people of all ages will be at 6 p.m. 
Our children are the stars of that service. Later 
that evening, we will have what many consider 
our most beautiful service of the year. Thirty 
minutes of Christmas carols will precede the 
candlelight service that you will not want to 
miss. It all begins at 10:30 p.m.

Last year, our Christmas Day service 
also proved to be a very memorable one, 
highlighted with dancing and drums by 
members of our Sudanese community. Come 
join that wonderful celebration at 10 a.m. It all 
continues with our First Sunday of Christmas 
service, on Dec. 30, at our regular 8 and 10 
a.m. times. 

At press time, we were also planning an 
alternative New Year’s sing along and musical 
performance. That will close with a feast in 
McBride Hall for all. Join us for that fun event 
on Dec. 31 at 7 p.m. 

But wait, there’s more. It does not end until 
The Three Kings arrive on Epiphany. This year 
Epiphany falls on a Sunday, so we will celebrate 
it in grand fashion on Jan. 6 at both 8 and 10 
a.m.

Advent & 
Christmas 
Services
By The Rev. Steve 
Keplinger

Advent Sundays,  
Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23;  

8 & 10 a.m.

Blue Christmas,  
Dec. 16, 6:30 p.m.

Winter Solstice,  
Dec. 20, 5:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve 
Intergenerational 

Service,  
Dec. 24, 6 p.m.

Christmas Eve Carols, 
Dec. 24, 10:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve Eucharist, 
Dec. 24, 11 p.m.

Christmas Day,  
Dec. 25, 10 a.m.

1st Sunday in 
Christmas,  

Dec. 30, 8 & 10 a.m.

New Year’s  
Eve Sing-Along & Feast, 

Dec. 31, 7 p.m.

Epiphany, Jan. 6,  
8 & 10 a.m.
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Notes 

from the  

Choir 
Stalls
By Christina Jarvis, 

Director of Music

My head is stuffed full of Christmas 
music. It’s an occupational hazard. 
Fortunately, there are far worse 

problems to have. I hope you all are having a 
patient and prayerful Advent. Advent always 
reminds me of the bumper sticker: “Jesus is 
coming—look busy.” It would be hard not to be 
busy this time of year, in fact, which is why we 
need Advent, to remind ourselves to slow the 

heck down. Does that work for you? Me 
neither, but we can live in hope.

It’s never hard to find music for 
Advent, Christmas, or Epiphany. The 
tough part is selecting among all the 
options. This year, I decided to hit our 
own choral library instead of ordering out. 
For the first Sunday in Advent, we will do 
selections from the Bach Cantata BWV 
61: “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland;” 
Clyde Kunz will sing the tenor solos. We’ll 

dust off the little 16th century anthem books 
and sing “Rejoice in the Lord alway” (that is 
not a typo, much as the miserable spell-check 
feature wants to tell me it is). I always feel 
virtuous when we do something from that 
book, because it isn’t being wasted. We bought 
and paid for those little suckers, and they need 
to be used. Despite all the variety out there, it’s 
hard not to fall back on old standards, like the 
Paul Manz “E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come.” 
It’s such a simple and beautiful piece. Other 
composers for the season include Bruckner and 
Charpentier. On the same Sunday. How’s that 
for a stylistic grab bag?

This year, the last Sunday in Advent is 
the day before Christmas Eve, which falls 
on a Monday. The choir will have a busy 
time, especially those stalwarts who sing on 
Christmas Day, as well. At least Christmas Eve 
isn’t quite the heavy lift and vocal strain it used 
to be for the adult choir, now that the St. Zeno’s 
Zombie Choir and the St. Cecelia’s Children’s 
Choir sing for the 6 p.m. service. The adults 
only sing for the 10:30 carol service and 
11 p.m. Festival Eucharist. This system worked 
extremely well last year, so we won’t mess with 
success.

For the Christmas music, I’m relying on 
our old friends, the Carols for Choirs books. It 

would take many Christmases to get through 
all the works they contain. This year will be 
shepherd-heavy. We get them coming and 
going. The late service offertory anthem is 
John Rutter’s “Shepherd’s Pipe Carol,” about 
a shepherd boy on his way to Bethlehem, and 
the communion anthem is “The Shepherds’ 
Farewell,” by Hector Berlioz, in which the 
shepherds take their leave of the Holy Family.

For the 10:30 carol service, we are singing 
anthems not from the carol books—Victoria’s 
“O magnum mysterium,” “In the bleak 
midwinter” by Harold Darke, and a cool piece 
by Michael Praetorius for double choir—“Sing, 
beloved Christians, sing.” Wesley Hunter (aka 
Young Jedi) will be playing his viola for us. 
I also found a lovely song by Peter Warlock 
called “The First Mercy,” about three creatures 
also in the stable with the ox and the ass—a 
swallow, a moth, and a mouse. When they 
creep close to the sleeping Baby Jesus, someone 
tries to frighten them away, but Jesus awakens 
and lovingly calls them to his company.

After Christmas, the choir has a short break. 
The first Sunday in Christmas, the superb 
violinist Toru Tagawa will provide music in lieu 
of the choir. The following Sunday is Jan. 6, 
which is Epiphany. It is rare that Epiphany 
actually falls on a Sunday. One of my favorite 
anthems for that day is “A un niño llorando” 
by Francisco Guerrero—“to adore a squalling 
baby came three kings.” If we get a running 
jump at it before Christmas, you will hear it on 
Epiphany.

And then we are launched into a new year 
and a new church season. May it bring you 
much joy and interesting work and many 
friends. Until then, blessings to you all for a 
wonderful holiday.

Peace,

Christina
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In last month’s Briefly, I noted that most 
Christian churches, particularly mainline 
Protestant churches, have experienced 

a sharp decline in attendance among young 
adults for years. Interestingly and more 
recently, Evangelical churches are also 
experiencing a distinct drop off in involvement 
by young adults.

David Kinnaman, the 38-year-old president 
of the Barna Group, an evangelical research 
firm, alerts fellow Evangelicals to the trend in 
his book, You Lost Me: Why Young Christians 
Are Leaving Church and Rethinking Faith. 
Kinnaman argues that 18- to 29-year-olds have 
left the Evangelical church in large numbers, 
despite decades old efforts to offer teens fun 
and vibrant programs. He goes on to say that 
there is a 43 percent drop in Christian church 
attendance between the teen and early adult 
years.

The question then is, can we reverse the 
trends that we’re experiencing? I believe 
one aspect of answering that question is 
determining what attracts 21st century young 
people to church. The answer is surprising. 
Phyllis Tickle, a national commentator on 
religion and spirituality, argues that young 
people “want to go to a spirituality that 
is rooted in tradition.” That suggests that 
liturgical churches like the Episcopal Church 
are poised to attract young adults. Mark 
Yaconelli, a long time youth minister and 
author of the excellent Contemplative Youth 
Ministry: Practicing the Presence of Jesus, 
contends that:

the contemplative tradition of the Christian 
faith comes to us as a precious gift in an 
age when no one has time to sit still. It 
comes as a medicine to a church culture 
obsessed with trends, efficiency, techniques, 
and bullet point results. It comes to us 
just as Jesus approached his disciples…. 
Contemplative youth ministry is about 
trusting unashamedly that unless we find rest 
in God, we will continue to live lives among 
youth that are harried, depleting, and in 
direct contrast with the life we seek to share.  

Baby boomers, many of whom sought 
churches that offered “contemporary worship” 
services with a casual, relaxed feel and often 

accompanied musically by a guy or gal with a 
guitar playing folk music or even featuring a 
rock band, may be surprised that their children 
seek to find the formality, mystery, and 
reverence found in liturgical churches. They 
like the “bells and smells”; the quiet, often hard 
to find in their lives, and the connection to the 
past that may elude them in their own often 
complicated family situations.

This does not mean that young people 
are looking for traditional theology in 
unprecedented numbers. Looking at the 
last two presidential elections tells us that 
American youth have very modern ideas 
about society, sex, marriage, and family. Just 
looking at statistics about the support for gay 
marriage from those born in 1981 or later, 
which currently stands at 63 percent, tells us 
we are looking at new ideas on a large scale. 
Even among young Evangelicals, a survey 
from the Pew Forum on Religion and Public 
Life recently released the results that show 
the generation gap between young Christians 
and their elders is large, with 44 percent of 
white evangelicals aged 18-29 in support of 
marriage equality and 70 percent saying that 
the Evangelical church spends too much time 
worrying about the issues of gay rights and 
marriage. 

Many young people, looking for spiritual 
truth in their lives, are not embracing 
seemingly traditional Christian teachings. 
Instead, these young adults do not look for a 
theology that focuses overly on sexual behavior. 
They desire to utilize ancient liturgical 
tradition in meaningful ways. They need to feel 
connected to the past and to each other. Phyllis 
Tickle said, in reference to the popularity 
of traditional devotions and early church 
spirituality among the young, “It’s a need to go 
back to the mystery.” The Episcopal Church 
offers much of what many young people seek. 
Now is our time.

In Part Three of “The Great Omission,” I will 
discuss how parents and the Church can keep 
young people involved in their faith.

The 
Great 

Omission
Part Two 

By Rosalind Garcia
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Come See 
St. Nicholas 
at the GSP 

St. Nicholas 
Service,

Sunday, Dec. 9 
at 10 a.m.
Leave your 

shoes by the 
doors and see if 
St. Nick visits.
See you there!

On Saturday, Oct. 13, GSP newcomers 
Carrie and Andy Kube hosted our first 
Parish Family Fun Night in McBride 

Hall. This was an informal time for people to 
get together, play games, relax, share a potluck 
meal, and, as Carrie said, “Show up in your 
yoga pants and just have fun with friends.”

Lots of people showed up with great food 
and fun games. Carrie and Andy would like 
this to become a regular event, and even 
organize family-oriented service events a 
couple times a year.

The next Parish Fun Night Potluck is 

Saturday, Dec. 1, from 4 to 7 p.m., in McBride 
Hall. Join us for a casual, come-as-you-are 
evening filled with food and games. 

Please bring food based on the first letter of 
your last name:

A-J—dessert to share with 10 or more 
people.

K-S—side dish to share with 10 or more 
people.

T-Z—main dish to share with 10 or more 
people.

Please contact GSP member Carrie Kube 
with any questions.

Photo, keft: Kayla Cordero shows a group of kids how to play an interactive 
Disney game on Eric Carr's iPad. Photo above: Ethan, Carrie, and Richard 
enjoy a game of Apples to Apples.

GSP’s First  
Family  
Fun Night
By Eric Carr

Grace St. Paul’s youth and friends celebrated Halloween on Friday, Oct. 26, in McBride Hall with a 
scary movie, popcorn, candy, decorations and fun! 
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A Youth-To-Youth 
Interview with 

Bianca
By Andrew

Q: How old are you? 
A: 13. I’m in eighth grade.
Q: Do you have a favorite subject at school? 
A: Science. I think it’s interesting.
Q: What is one of the best things about 

middle school? 
A: The field trips. The eighth grade gets to 

take an end of the year trip to L.A. Last year we 
went to see a play.

Q: What is the worst thing about middle 
school? 

A: Homework. I don’t mind most 
homework actually. The type of homework that 
bothers me is essays.

Q: Do you play a musical instrument? 
A: I play three: piano, clarinet, and bass 

clarinet. I’m in two bands at school, wind 
ensemble and jazz band.

Q: You recently went to Disneyland with your 
family. What was the best ride there? 

A: The Tower of Terror. First they show you 
a video that is an introduction to a Twilight 
Zone episode that the ride is based on. Then 
there was this elevator thing you went in, and 
sat in a chair. Then they lift you up and drop 
you a little, then they lift you up and drop you 
some more and start dropping you faster and 
faster. 

Q: What’s your favorite thing to do? 
A: Play video games. I like games in the 

fighting genre like Super Smash Bros Brawl. 
They’re games where you basically fight people. 
Also, I recently read The Hunger Games, and as 
always, the books are better than the movies. I 
liked the second one the best, Catching Fire.

Q: Do you have any pets?
A: Two dogs. One is named Lucky and she’s 

a Jack Russell Terrier, and Simka, she’s a Poodle 

Bichon. I take them for walks, and we go to the 
dog park. Lucky broke a squeaky toy by biting 
into it so hard, she bit it all the way through. 
She’s had, like, three squeaky toys.

Q: What do you like about Grace St. Paul’s? 
A: It’s a good place. The people are pretty 

nice. I like the sermons. It depends on what 
they’re talking about though. Some things 
aren’t as interesting.

Q: Do you have a favorite dessert? 
A: Chocolate. I love chocolate. Anything 

chocolate, ice cream, cakes, anything.
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Bring a Friend 
to Church: 
Some Practical 
Suggestions
By Bruce Anderson

Inviting our friends to join us at church 
doesn’t need to be scary. And it’s surprising 
how often the response is positive. GSP’s 

Congregational Development Committee 
invites you to invite (at least) one person to 
church one time between Advent I (Dec. 2) 
through the end of Epiphany (Feb. 2). 
Ideas for inviting friends to church:

• Post the link to the weekly sermon on 
your Facebook page and tell how it touched 
you—or mention the music in a post (or send 
individual messages, when a sermon is “right”).

• Talk about a sermon with a friend and 
tell them how you appreciate your parish’s 
approach. You can even give them a link to 
historical sermons: gsptucson.org/parish/
sermons/ 

• Ask friends to special services (Advent I, 
Christmas, Blue Christmas, New Year’s Eve, 
Epiphany—whatever you think will touch 
them). The full schedule of services will be 
available early December here: gpstucson.org 

• Invite your friends to attend a class or 
event with you. You can find the schedule in 

this month’s Briefly: http://gsptucson.org/
parish/newsletter.html 

• Discuss our wide array of ministries: food 
ministries, children and youth, music and arts, 
social justice, prayer and healing; be personal 
about what attracts you.

• Consider the friend’s individual needs 
and style: 8 or10 o’clock, Spirit Now, Labyrinth 
Walks all have a different feel, appropriate for 
different individuals:

• If your friend has recently experienced 
loss, they may be interested in a Blue 
Christmas.

• If they say they’re spiritual, but not 
religious, they may not like the trappings 
of a traditional service; perhaps Spirit Now 
may be more to their liking.

• If they miss church, but left years ago, 
due to the intransigent dogma of their 
church, any of GSP’s services may surprise 
them, pleasantly.

• Children or grandchildren often are 
an impetus to consider going to church 
once again; this may be an opportunity to 
help friends who want their children to go 
to church and have good influences, but 
don’t want (again) all the dogma.

• Education opportunities are often 
attractive to people who love to learn. 

Give inviting a friend a try! e-Mails, 
Facebook or phone calls are the place to start, 
and now is the time.

Newcomers Go To Dinner
by Eric Carr

If you are new to Grace St. Paul’s, we 
would like to welcome you with an 
invitation to dinner. You can be included 

in a newcomer’s dinner at the home of a 
member where you will meet other people 
who are new, as well as some people who 
have been around awhile, including the 
rector, Steve Keplinger, and Jean, his wife. It’s 

a great chance to feel more a part of GSP and 
get familiar with a few more faces. 

If you are interested in joining in a 
dinner, you can sign up at the Welcome Table 
during coffee hour on Sundays in McBride 
Hall, or phone Parish Administrator KiKi 
Fenik in the church office at 327-6857. 

We are also looking for more people 
willing to host a dinner in their home, 
so speak up if you wish to extend your 
hospitality.

Calling All Ministry 
Leaders: Annual 
Report Deadline!

The Annual Meeting 
of Grace St. Paul’s is 

coming: Sunday, Jan. 27, 
2013, after the 10 a.m. 
Eucharist. And that means 
it’s time for the Annual 
Report!

Let us know your 
ministry’s people, 
accomplishments, 
milestones, dreams. We’d 
like to have reports from 
as many GSP ministries as 
possible.

If you’d like to share 
photos of your ministry’s 
activity, that would be 
wonderful! Either prints 
or digital photos are fine; 
if you’re going to send 
digital photos, please 
send photos taken at the 
highest resolution your 
camera provides, without 
any editing or resizing, in 
JPEG format.

Please e-mail your 
reports (in Word or 
WordPerfect format) 
to David Wachter, 
at annualreport@
gracestpauls.org, no 
later than Monday, Jan. 
7, 2013. Again, that 
address is annualreport@
gracestpauls.org. Please 
do not send them to 
gsp1@dakotcom.net; this 
will help make sure that 
nothing goes astray!

Thank you!
David Wachter,  
Annual Report Editor
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In 2001, Grace St. Paul’s sponsored a group 
of 30 Sudanese Lost Boys from Kakuma 
Refugee Camp in Kenya, where they had 

lived for 10 years with thousands of other boys 
who had walked from Sudan to escape the war. 

The sponsoring committee, headed by 
Anagrace and Dan Misenhimer, helped the 
boys adjust to their new life with furniture, 
food and friendship. Mother Elaine 

Breckenridge made 
sure there were 
much-needed driving 
lessons. Anagrace 
and Dan arranged for 
individual sponsors 
to help them navigate 
Tucson life, from 
bicycles and cooking 
to feeling safe for 
the first time in their 
life-long ordeal. There 
were holiday feasts 
and birthday parties, 
and always a shoulder 
to cry on. 

For me, what began 
with tutoring ended 
up with three high 
school-aged kids living 
with my husband Mike 
and me!

 Eleven years after 
arriving in Tucson, 
many of those Lost 
Boys still call GSP 
their spiritual home. 
Solomon Machar 
Kuch regularly reads 
the Gospel in Dinka. 
Some of the Sudanese 
faces in our Sunday 

10 o’clock service are the wives and children 
of those Lost Boys, a fairy tale ending for 
youngsters who had lost their families and 
spent too much of their young lives in hunger, 
terror and longing.

James Alier Chol is one of those Lost Boys 
who arrived in Tucson in September 2001. Like 
many of the other stars, he put himself through 
school, graduating first from Pima, then the 
Univervsity of Arizona in Molecular and 
Cellular Biology (with honors) and a Master’s 
degree in Pathology! At this point he was 
planning on med school, but Alier got kidney 
disease instead. 

On Father’s Day a year and a half ago, he 
spoke to our congregation about his need for a 
kidney donor. Three people have volunteered 
but there was not a suitable match. Now he 
has a first cousin in Sudan whose blood type 
matches and who wants to donate. Alier’s 
condition has deteriorated quickly and so the 
transplant department at UMC has agreed to 
work with this international situation. UMC 
requires transplant recipients have a savings 
account of $3,000 to pay for post-transplant 
meds that can run more than $100 a day in 
out-of-pocket costs, but Alier has only a pile of 
student loans! With dialysis he is able to work 
only part-time—two 12-hour shifts at TMC. 
Consequently, he needs help to raise money to 
both bring his cousin to Tucson and to build a 
savings account for the post-op medicine! 

On Dec. 16, Alier’s Sudanese friends will 
host a luncheon in McBride Hall after the 
10 a.m. service—with wonderful Sudanese 
food and Christmas songs sung by the GSP 
Sudanese choir. 

We hope that you will plan to join us 
for delicious food, wonderful fellowship 
and contribute to a healthy future for this 
deserving, exceptional young man. 

Tickets will be $10 for adults, $5 for 
children, and donations above that amount will 
be gratefully accepted!

A Taste of  
Sudanese Food & Music!

Holiday Luncheon to Help  
James Alier Chol Get a Kidney Transplant

By Jane Conlin
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Continued on Page 11

The year was 1992. Parishioner Priscilla 
Walker was volunteering in GSP’s 
“Cherub Bin” gift shop, which was 

located in what is now Rosalind Garcia’s office. 
One afternoon, The Rev. Elaine Breckenridge 
came in and asked Priscilla how sales were 
going, and Priscilla told her the truth: women’s 
costume jewelry and greeting cards were for 
sale, but only a few cards were purchased 
every so often. Although the chronology is a 
bit blurry, the Cherub Bin eventually closed, 
Joseph’s Pantry moved into the former Gift 
Shop space, and thrived as a GSP ministry 
under the leadership of Priscilla and Ralph 
Walker, who served as co-leaders for thirteen 
years, from 1992-2005.

Many people have wondered where Joseph’s 
Pantry got its name. Both Elaine Breckenridge+ 
and parishioner Chris Cole tell me the 
namesake is Joseph the Patriarch of the Hebrew 
Bible. The name harkens back to the story 

of when God revealed to Joseph that one of 
Pharaoh’s dreams was a foretelling of the next 
fourteen years. The kingdom was to experience 
seven plentiful harvest years, followed by seven 
years of famine. Joseph advised Pharaoh to 
store grain from the abundant harvests to be 
used during the subsequent years of famine. 
Joseph’s Pantry therefore represents the 
storehouse of plentiful harvests to be shared 
during less optimal times.

 Joseph’s Pantry was originally a ministry 
at St. Paul’s, prior to the merger with Grace 
Church. When The Rev. Elaine Breckenridge 
did her field education at St. Paul’s in 1984, 
there used to be a box on wheels: “Weekly 
donations were wheeled up the aisle for Fr. 
Gordon McBride+ to bless at the offertory,” 
Breckenridge recalls. GSP Parishioner and 
church historian Kay Bigglestone noted that 
Joseph’s Pantry was operated out of St. Paul’s 
parish office, primarily by volunteers.

It is unclear what happened to Joseph’s 
Pantry following the merger of St. Paul’s 
with Grace Church in 1991, but it seems that 
it existed at least informally at GSP during 
this time of transition. The Rev. Elaine 
Breckenridge, Chris Cole, and David Wachter 
remember food being stored in the parish 
office cupboards, and folks came to the office 
to go “shopping.” 

Once the Cherub Bin was vacated, Joseph’s 
Pantry moved in and quickly became known 
as the life-changing ministry it is today. In 
Pilgrim Souls, Kay Bigglestone’s book about 
Grace Church and St. Paul’s merger, we learn 
that during Joseph’s Pantry’s first week in 
the old gift shop location, “food, bus passes 
and gas vouchers had been distributed to 73 
individuals.” 

Both Priscilla Walker and Chris Cole 
remember that it didn’t take long for word 
to spread, and soon there were regular lines 
leading out the office door and winding 
around the front of the church. The lines and 
crowding in front of the church eventually 
created logistical challenges, which were largely 
resolved when Fr. McBride was able to secure 
a Tuff Shed, donated from the manufacturer. 

Joseph’s Pantry at GSP
20 years of Worship in Action
By Martha P.L. Whitaker, Senior Warden

Above: Priscilla & Ralph Walker in 
the Pantry’s original location.
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Priscilla remembers the day 
that her husband Ralph and 
Gordon+ picked up the shed, 
and sexton James White 
assembled it in the parking lot 
where it still stands today. 

None of this could have 
happened without the 
dedicated leadership of Priscilla 
and Ralph Walker, who helped 
get Joseph’s Pantry started 
at GSP, and provided strong 
leadership for its first thirteen 
years. Chris Cole volunteered 
at the Pantry every Monday for 
over ten years, 1995-2005. He 
says “Joseph’s Pantry is worship 
in action,” which is likely why 
people love to volunteer for this 
ministry. 

In recent years, Joan 
Cooney and Holly Shin 
provided excellent leadership 
for the Pantry. Today it is 
co-led by Brooke Bedrick and 
Andrew Gardner, who welcome 
volunteers. Please contact 
the parish office if you would 
like to be part of this life-
transforming ministry.

During this season of 
thanksgiving and giving, 
please consider sharing your 
abundance with Joseph’s Pantry, 
which now serves more than 
200 clients per week. They are 
always in need of peanut butter, 
tuna fish, soups, macaroni and 
cheese, and welcome you to 
place your boxed and canned 
food donations in the basket 
and/or shopping cart in the 
narthex, right across from 
where Sunday Bulletins are 
distributed. 

Pantry’s  
20 Years
Continued from Page 10
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Kinship Corner
By Peggy Scott

Giving and Receiving Sunday on Nov. 18 
was a fantastic kick-off to supporting 
our ministries in 2013, don’t you agree? 

Pie and pizza (intentionally in that order) were 
abundant, symbolizing our confident, joyful, 
and hope-filled expression of the Giving and 
Receiving ministry. 

As Henry J. Nouwen, a wise theologian 
said, “In ministering to each other, each from 
the riches that he or she possesses, we work 
together for the full coming of God’s kingdom.”

I don’t know about you, but I often pass 

by things without noticing them. (I need to 
work on living in the present and being aware 
of God’s riches around me.) So if you haven’t 
noticed Moses, the mountain, the Red Sea 
B&B, snakes, and manna in the entrance to the 
church, you’re probably a little like me. At any 
rate, I encourage you to come together with us 
and watch as Moses scales the mountain. 

As more of us join in relationship at Grace 
St. Paul’s by showing God’s abundance out 
of what we have been given, Moses will go 
higher and higher on the mountain, eventually 
reaching the clouds. 

Blessings to all out of our collective 
abundance!

Media Library: 
New DVDs 
By Lynne Albright

The following have 
been added to the 

Media carousel in the 
Library: 

“Love Wins—Fourth 
Annual Multi-Faith Pride 
Service” and “Summer 
Arts Camp: Gifts of God.” 

The disks are on 
the shelf of Grace St. 
Paul’s services. Cards are 
inside the case. Just sign 
and leave the card.
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Christmas Gifts  
To Transform Lives 
By Martha P.L. Whitaker, Senior Warden

How would you like to give a Christmas 
gift that transforms lives? This year 
on every Sunday of Advent, you’ll 

have the opportunity to do just that in a couple 
of different ways. NetsForLife and Joseph’s 
Pantry will each have a table set up in McBride 
Hall, with information about their Christmas 
campaigns.

NetsForLife
At the NetsForLife table, you can purchase 

a mosquito net for $12 and have the potential 
to save three children’s lives in sub-Saharan 
Africa. This is a wonderful gift opportunity for 
people on your list who do not need or want 
anything for themselves: you can purchase a 
net in honor of your friends, and then send 
them a NetsForLife greeting card telling them 
about your gift. The Rev. Nancy Meister, who 
will be staffing the table, will provide you with 
a NetsForLife greeting card when you purchase 
a mosquito net.

 NetsForLife, since its inception in 2006, 
has distributed 8.5 million insecticide-treated 
mosquito nets in order to fight malaria. 
Every 45 seconds a child dies from malaria in 
sub-Saharan Africa. NetsForLife has trained 
community agents to deliver the life-saving 
nets and educate community members about 
proper net use. Malaria deaths have decreased 

by one third due to net distribution. There are 
not very many places where only $12 can make 
a life or death difference. What a wonderful, 
life-saving, life-transforming Christmas gift 
idea! Even though the Episcopal Church’s 
official NetsForLife campaign was originally 
scheduled to run only through December 31, 
you will be able to purchase mosquito nets 
through Epiphany on Jan. 6, 2013.

Joseph’s Pantry’s Christmas Tree
At this table you will find information 

about Joseph’s Pantry and how your food 
donations make a difference to those in need, 
not just at Christmastime, but year round. In 
addition to this information table, there will 
also be a Christmas tree (even though it will 
still be Advent. Humor me and keep reading 
to see what a cool idea this is!) The tree will 
be decorated with ornaments that have food 
names written on them. You take an ornament, 
buy the food that is indicated (such as a case 
of corn or 24 Cup O’ Soups), and bring the 
food back to the tree with the ornament 
attached. Or you can put the food where the 
other food donations to the Pantry usually 
go on Sunday mornings. This food collection 
benefits everyone who comes to the Pantry and 
is especially appreciated during the holidays. 
Your Christmas gift makes a real difference 
to those who are hungry and need to feed not 
only themselves, but also their families. It’s 
another life-transforming GSP Christmas gift 
idea.

Acolytes Prepare for Advent
By James Gooden, Assistant Verger

The ministry of acolyte 
is a serving ministry of 
the church that comes 

from ancient times. 
From those days until now, 

acolytes have been faithful 
and conscientious. We had a 
training session recently and 
added some new recruits. 

With Advent upon us, we 
look forward to sharing our 

spirit of reverent hearts and 
steady hands with the faithful 
of GSP. 

With God’s help, the 
acolyte corps at Grace St. 
Paul’s will continue to be 
among the finest and most 
dedicated in the church, 
setting an example for all to 
follow.
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With the new year, Grace St. Paul’s will 
join the company of other Tucson 
houses of worship that obtain their 

electricity from renewable solar energy. 
As the construction unfolds, tree trimming 

or removal will commence; steel beam 
supports for the parking lot ramadas will be 
sunk securely, some 8-12 feet deep into the 
ground. New geometric patterns of light and 
shade will replace leafy shadows as the modules 
are installed, and looking up we will see 
sunlight filtered between rounded rectangular 
photovoltaic wafers that convert photons 
into electricity. Trenches will be dug into the 
parking lot to carry cables from the solar 
modules to the main electric meters. More 
activity will take place on the rooftops above 
the parish offices as a second group of solar 
modules are positioned there. 

Throughout the construction, some 

congregants will need to park on the street or 
in the Medical Center overflow parking area. 

By the end of February, Grace St. Paul’s will 
be able to draw electricity not from TEP’s coal-
burning utility, but rather from our 93-million-
miles-distant star. Day-by-day and hour-by-
hour we will be able to track the renewable 
energy incoming through the arc of the day, 
less under the shadow of passing clouds or 
weather. 

And as Earth Day 2013 rolls around, 
our congregation will be able to celebrate 
our wonderfully greener status, visibly and 
demonstrably linked with Brother Sun in the 
web of Creation.

Solar 
Energy

Coming Soon 
to a Church 

Near You!
By Angel Wang
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Liking Us  
is Not Enough!
By Bruce Anderson

For those of us who use Facebook to keep 
(very) current with friends, parishioners, 
and the parish, you should know 

something:
Facebook is keeping us from you.
In May, Facebook changed its method of 

determining what 
you see on your 
news wall (aka 
“Home” on the 
upper right of the 
screen). Think 
about it: have 
you noticed that 
sometimes now 
you miss updates 
from friends, even 
though you have been looking? Facebook 
now shows you only posts from people and 
organizations with whom you have had recent 
interactions—either you commenting on their 

posts, or them commenting on yours. Granted, 
this rule isn’t hard and fast, but it’s clear that 
interaction is essential. Whole articles and 
formulae have been written on the subject. This 
method opened up a Facebook feature called 
“Promote” for page holders like GSP. And guess 
what? There’s a charge for it, and we don’t think 
we should need to pay that.

So how do you get more GSP posts? Can’t 
you just click “Like”?

Unfortunately, clicking “Like” isn’t enough. 
In fact, it doesn’t 
even count as 
interaction in 
Facebook’s formula. 
In order to get 
more posts from 
GSP showing up on 
your wall, put any 
comment in the 
comment box every 

time you see a post from us. You can even type 
the word “like” or “yes.” 

So, to see more posts from GSP, type a 
comment. It could be the start of an interesting 
conversation!

Mark your Calendars 
for RDF Sundays
By Martha P.L. Whitaker, 
Senior Warden

Earlier this fall, the Vestry 
voted to designate 

the second Sunday of 
every liturgical season 
as collection days for the 
Rector’s Discretionary 
Fund. Loose plate offerings 
and checks with “RDF” 
in the memo line will  
help support this fund, 
which supports the Social 
Services Minstry at GSP. 

Dec. 9 (St. Nicholas 
Sunday) is the second 
Sunday in Advent, and 
Jan. 13 is the second 
Sunday of Epiphany. Please 
mark your calendars and 
share your abundance on 
RDF Sundays.

Here Come Girl Scout Cookies!
By Martha P.L. Whitaker, Senior Warden

Who loves Thin Mints?! Starting 
Sunday, Jan. 20, 2013, and 
continuing almost every Sunday 

through March 3, the Girl Scouts at GSP will 

have Girl Scout Cookies for sale in McBride 
Hall after the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. services. 

The price is still $4 per box. 
There will be no sales on Jan. 27, due to 

the Annual Meeting. 
Remember, you can always donate boxes 

of cookies to Joseph’s Pantry or to U.S. 
soldiers serving overseas! 

When you purchase Girl Scout Cookies, 
you are doing so much more than acquiring 
a box of delicious cookies; you are also 
supporting America’s leading business 
and financial literacy program, where girls 
develop valuable life skills. 

This will be my fifth year of helping with 
cookie sales, and I have seen originally shy, 
nervous girls develop self-confidence and 
skills in goal setting, decision making, people 
skills, business ethics, and time and money 
management. 

Thank you so much for supporting the 
Girl Scouts!
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As we enter the holiday season, during 
which we’re focusing on turkey and 
gift giving, the influenza (flu) virus is 

quietly circulating, looking for a host to infect. 
But what is influenza, other than a source of 
misery to the one who’s infected?
What is influenza and how does it affect you?

Influenza is caused by a virus that is 
either current or one that has not circulated 
recently and widely in the human population, 
thus creating a high potential for infection. 
Although not all people become infected, 
nearly all people are susceptible to infection. 
How contagious the virus is can be viewed 
by tracking the number of people falling ill 
and needing care within a short time frame 
in a given geographical area. On the positive 
side, not all parts of the world, or all parts of a 
country, are affected at the same time.

One of the major determinants of the 
severity of the flu virus is the number of cases 
of severe illness and deaths that occur, which 
indicates the inherent disease potential of 
the virus. However, other factors may also 
influence the overall severity of disease impact. 
A distinctive feature of the flu virus is that 
mutations occur frequently and unpredictably, 
so the emergence of an inherently more 
virulent virus during the course of an epidemic 
can never be ruled out. 

Influenza epidemics occur in waves, 
which influence the severity of disease in 
subsequent waves. The first wave of the flu 
may be caused by a different strain of the 
virus, whereas the following waves may result 
from mutations of the virus or perhaps a new 
strain. Also, different patterns of the spread 
of the flu virus influence the severity of the 
disease in subsequent waves. For example, if 
schoolchildren are mainly affected in the first 
wave, the elderly might bear the brunt of illness 
during the second wave, with higher mortality 

seen because of the greater susceptibility of 
elderly people who have compromised immune 
systems, which are part of the aging process. 
During an epidemic, the flu virus that initially 
causes mild symptoms in otherwise healthy 
people can be disruptive, especially under 
the conditions of today’s highly mobile and 
closely interdependent societies. For example, 
the same virus that causes mild illness in one 
country can result in much higher illness and 
death in another. Also, the inherent virulence 
of the virus can change over time as it goes 
through subsequent waves of national and 
international spread.

Seasonal outbreaks of influenza usually 
have a concentrated adverse impact in specific 
age groups. Illnesses and deaths that are 
concentrated among a young, economically 
productive age group will be more disruptive 
to societies and economies than when the very 
young or very old are most severely affected. 
The overall vulnerability of the population 
can play a major role. For example, people 
with underlying chronic conditions (such as 
cardiovascular disease, hypertension, asthma, 
diabetes, etc.) are more likely to experience 
severe or lethal infections. The prevalence of 
these conditions, combined with other factors, 
such as nutritional status, can significantly 
influence the severity of an epidemic.

The quality of health services influences the 
impact of any pandemic. The same virus that 
causes only mild symptoms in countries with 
strong health systems can be devastating in 
other countries where health systems are weak, 
supplies of medicines, including antibiotics, 
are limited or frequently interrupted, and 
hospitals are crowded, poorly equipped, and 
understaffed.
Current Situation in the United States & Arizona

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) for the week 
ending Nov. 10, 2012, influenza activity 
increased in the United States. Sporadic 
activity in Arizona continues to be reported, 
and no local transmission has been confirmed 
for the season. Please note that only a small 

The Martins are co-
chairs of the Diocesan 
Emergency Preparedness 
Committee. Bill (a deacon 
at St. Matthews in Tucson) 
is a medical microbiologist 
and retired from the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Nadine (a deacon at 
GSP) is a retired science 
writer/editor and was also 
affiliated with the CDC.

Influenza 101
Adapted from the CDC  
& the World Health Organization
By the Rev. Dr. William (Bill) Martin 
& the Rev. Nadine Martin

Continued on Page 17
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proportion of the actual number of cases of 
influenza is reported because many people do 
not visit the doctor when ill; if they do, doctors 
usually do not run tests unless a complication, 
such as pneumonia, is suspected. However, if 
a person suspects that he/she might be having 
complications, he/she should visit their doctor. 
Note: antibiotics do not cure viral infections. 
However, they may be prescribed along with 
other drugs for certain complications resulting 
from the flu.
What are the symptoms of the flu?

Initially, symptoms may be mild and 
may resemble the common cold. Symptoms 
include high fever, body aches, headaches, 
and coughing. Remember that when a person 
with the flu sneezes, the virus is expelled 
via respiratory droplets, and this is the most 
common way for someone to become infected.
How can you protect yourself from the flu?

Without question, the best way to prevent 
yourself from getting the flu, is to get your 
annual flu vaccine—that’s the best way to 
protect yourself. The vaccine is recommended 
for most individuals, ages six months and older. 
However, older people should get vaccinated a 
couple of weeks earlier because they are more 
likely to get the worst form of the disease. 
Although you may acquire the flu, it’s usually 
a milder form. The vaccine is considered 
safe. But if you’re unsure, see your doctor to 
determine if it’s safe for you to be vaccinated.
Myths regarding the flu vaccine

I’m afraid I’ll get the flu if I take the vaccine. 
This isn’t possible because the virus in the 

vaccine is inactivated. You may have mild side 
effects, such as soreness at the injection site and 
some low-grade fever, but rarely does someone 
have severe allergic reactions.

The shot might weaken my immune system. 
The vaccine “teaches” your immune system 

to combat the flu virus.
I might get Alzheimer’s disease or my child 

might get autism. 
This is not true.

I don’t like shots. 
Few people do, but it’s worth the tiny needle 

prick. 
There are other ways to avoid getting the flu and 
passing it to others:

Wash your hands often with soap and • 
water;
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and • 
mouth;
Avoid close contact with sick people;• 
Practice good health such as getting • 
adequate sleep, exercise, eat healthy, and 
drink plenty of fluids;
Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue • 
when you cough or sneeze;
If you have the flu, stay at home for • 
at least 24 hours after your fever has 
returned to normal without the use of 
fever-reducing medications.

What do we know to date about the flu?
To date, the following observations can be 

made about the flu virus and more generally 
about the vulnerability of this country’s 
population. Observations specific to any strain 
of the flu virus are preliminary, based on 
limited data in only a few countries. The H3N2 
virus strain causing the current outbreaks is 
a new virus that has not been seen previously 
in either humans or animals. Although firm 
conclusions cannot be reached at present, 
scientists anticipate that immunity to the virus 
will be either low or nonexistent, or largely 
confined to older population groups.

During this holiday season, each of us will 
be in close contact with more people than 
usual, thus, the risks of infection are greater. 
By following the previous simple suggestions 
on how to avoid being infected, you’ll help not 
only yourself, but others as well. Have a happy 
and healthy holiday season!

Influenza 101
Continued from Page 16



18 Grace St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Adult Spiritual Formation

Trinity Institute 
Postponed
By Lynne Albright

Trinity Institute had 
to postpone the 

conference due to damage 
caused by Hurricane 
Sandy. They will be 
holding the conference in 
December, but the time is 
not appropriate for us. 

Grace St. Paul’s 
will present the main 
addresses and work 
sessions on Saturday, Jan. 
12. The Sunday sermon 
will be shown at the 9 a.m. 
Education hour on Sunday, 
Jan.13. 

If you registered and 
paid before, there is no 
need to do anything. If you 
did not register before and 
wish to attend, look for 
forms in the office or at the 
Welcome Desk around the 
beginning of December.

Sea Psalms: Poetry & Praise
Sunday, Dec. 2 
9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

These spiritual lessons from the sea are set in the 
moving poetry of John Jay Hughes and shared with 
beautiful video scenes of the ocean. The power of the 
word… the power of the sea; both reflect the grandeur 
of God and offer us a chance to hear and experience that 
greatness. 

Led by Roger Pierce, GSP member, ordained minister, 
and closet poet.

Reading Group
Mondays, Dec. 3, 17 & 31
3 p.m., Bloom Education Center

A lively and thoughtful discussion of a wide variety 
of books … each one chosen by participants with a focus 
on spiritual and personal growth. You will enjoy the 
conversations and meet some new people, too. Everyone 
is invited … come and explore this wonderful experience 
of fellowship and new insight.

Linda Hutson is convener and coordinator for the 
group.

Spirit Players: A Play Reading Experience
Fridays, Dec. 7 & Jan. 4
6:30 p.m., Bloom Education Center

Love the theatre? Curious about stageplays? Want to 
assume a new identity for an hour or two? Then join us 
as a reader or an observer as we give voice to comedies, 
dramas, social commentaries, and more. Scripts are 
available to all at these unrehearsed readings scheduled 
the first Friday of each month. Lively discussions may 
follow when time allows. Warning: May be addictive 
causing increased patronage of live performance. 

Readings coordinated by Nanalee Raphael and Halsy 
Taylor, career professionals in theatre design, direction, 
and performance.

Setting Our Hearts 
returns in January 2013!
By Catherine Penn Williams

Setting Our Hearts (SOH) is a 10-week 
experiential small group that invites 
participants to wrestle with what it means 

to live one’s faith in a complex world that 
doesn’t offer us easy answers to life’s questions. 
The course acknowledges the complexity 
of real life and helps participants make 
meaning of life as they live it. SOH challenges 
participants to grapple with their desire 
for answers and certainty in an ambiguous 
and often unfair world. Ultimately, the class 
experience leads people face-to-face into 
discussions about what matters most.

SOH offers a model of faith that is an 
“Amen” to reality as we know it and to the God 
who created us in the first place. It promotes 
confidence in the way taken by Jesus, who 
joined us in our chaos, who lost everything, 
and who taught us that by being open to the 
reality of the chaos around us, we can discover 

the power and grace of God.
There are 10 weekly meetings, plus two at-

home retreat weekends. The cost for the entire 
program is $75, which covers meals for both 
retreats. Partial scholarships are available.

Class size will be limited. Registration 
deadline is Monday, Jan. 14. Please register 
by contacting KiKi Fenik at 327-6857. Please 
contact Catherine Penn Williams at 275-8478 if 
you have any questions about the class.

Dates: 10 Mondays, Jan. 21-April 1, from 
7-9 p.m. in the Bloom Education Center. 
Retreat dates are Feb. 8-10 and March 15-17. 
Attendance at all class meetings and retreats is 
strongly encouraged to receive full benefits of 
the course.

Facilitators: Catherine Penn Williams has 
facilitated Setting Our Hearts classes at GSP 
since 2001. She is currently a postulant for the 
priesthood in the Diocese of Arizona. Tricia 
Galvin is an alumna of the 2008 Setting Our 
Hearts class. She has served in many ministries 
at GSP, including the Vestry, Stewardship, 
Ushers and Hospitality.
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Rev. Richard Rohr Webcast
Saturday, Dec. 8
10 a.m., Bloom Education Center

Richard Rohr is a highly acclaimed speaker, 
conference leader and spiritual guide. Founder of the 
Center for Action and Contemplation in New Mexico, 
Fr. Rohr, a Franciscan, has produced some of the most 
exciting books in recent decades about developing the 
spiritual life after the patterns of Jesus’ teachings. He is 
an excellent and captivating speaker as you will discover 
in this second Webcast. He will speak about The True 
Self and the Risen Christ. Sessions typically last 1.5 to 2 
hours. 

Peggy Scott and Brian Arthur will facilitate the 
sessions and lead discussion.

Advice for Difficult Times
Sundays, Dec. 9 & 16
9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

Pema Chodron is an internationally known Buddhist 
Abbess whose book “When Things Fall Apart: Heart 
Advice for Difficult Times” parallels much of the 
Christian Gospel’s insights on dealing with life’s tough 
situations. The similarities between Christian and 
Buddhist practices are striking and these sessions will 
explore those relationships with practical applications. 
The sessions will be led by Anna Ortiz, GSP member and 
ordained Interfaith Minister.

Film & Fellowship
Fridays, Dec. 21 & Jan. 18
6:30 p.m., Bloom Education Center

How can you beat a Potluck meal and a great 
movie!? Take part in the wonderful fellowship and 
the stimulating discussion of the evening’s movie 
with old friends and new friends, too. Discussion and 
movie themes range from social justice to romance…
something for everyone. The group selects each month’s 
film, so what’s your favorite? 

Led by Kitt Cordero and Eric Carr, GSP members and 
film aficionados.

Amen: What Prayer Can Mean  
in a World Beyond Belief
Sunday, Dec. 23
9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

Writer Gretta Vosper challenges people of faith to 
reconsider the practice of prayer in light of the wide 
variety of approaches to this essential religious practice. 
Join us for new thoughts about prayer and stimulating 
discussion. 

Led by Peggy Scott, Co-Chair Adult Ed and long-time 
GSP member.

Water on the Border: A Discussion on the 
Interconnectedness between Water, Ecosystems, 
Chemistry, Physics, People, Health & the Sacred in 
US-Mexico Borderlands
Sunday, Jan. 6
9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

Life is interconnected, and nowhere is that better 
illustrated than in this important topic of water in the 
Southwest region of the US. Take part in this discussion 
that combines science and the Sacred as we search for 
ways to honor that special interconnected relationship. 

Facilitated by Dr. James Callegary, whose background 
includes both the Christian Episcopal tradition and Zen 
Buddhism. James is a member of GSP and a Hydrologist 
at the U.S. Geological Survey.

Stewardship of Water in an Arid Region:  
Caring for Tucson’s Water Supply
Sunday, Jan. 20
9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

The Colorado River is a life source for Tucson and 
the Southwest, but is there enough water to carry us 
into the future? These sessions will help us understand 
how the Colorado basin “works” as an aquifer, where the 
water comes from and how long it takes to accumulate, 
how pumping has affected it, and the viability of the 
Colorado River as a long-term source of water supply. 

Dr. Chris Eastoe will lead the conversation. Chris is 
a former Senior Warden at GSP and Staff Scientist at the 
UA with research interests in isotope geochemistry.

Pema Chodron
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What’s Happening  
in December 2012
Weekly ServiceS & AcTiviTieS
Sundays
 8 a.m., Holy Communion
 8 a.m., Coffee & Conversation
 9:45 a.m., Child Care
 10 a.m., Holy Communion
 10 a.m., Sunday School
 11:15 a.m., Coffee Hour
 11:30 a.m., Youth Groups
 12:30 p.m., Youth Ensemble Choir
Mondays
 11:30 a.m., Spiritual Direction
 4 p.m., Spirit Dojo Karate
 7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
Tuesdays
 6 p.m., Evening Prayer & 

Communion
 7 p.m., Interfaith Meditation
Wednesdays
 7 a.m., Holy Communion
 10 a.m., Quilting Ministry
 5 p.m., Spirit Dojo Karate
Thursdays
 5:30 p.m., Spirit Now—An 

Interactive, Inclusive 
Communion Celebration

Saturdays
 9 a.m., Altar Guild
1st 11 a.m., Memorial Service & 

Reception for Jerry Keyack

 4 p.m., Parish Fun Night Potluck
 8 p.m., Reveille Men’s Chorus 

Concert
2nd FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
 NETS FOR LIFE SUNDAY
 9 a.m., Sea Psalms: Poetry & 

Praise
 3 p.m., Reveille Men’s Chorus 

Concert
3rd 3 p.m., GSP Reading Group
 7 p.m., Joseph’s Pantry Meeting
 7 p.m., Green Church Committee
 7 p.m., PRCA Choral Concert
5th 12 noon, Prayer Shawl Ministry
6th 12 noon, Prayer Shawl Ministry
7th Joseph’s Pantry Christmas Party
 6:30 p.m., Spirit Players: A Play-

Reading Experience
8th 10 a.m., Richard Rohr Webcast
9th SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
 9 a.m., Advice for Difficult Times
 10 a.m., Saint Nicholas Service
11th 6:30 p.m., Vestry Meeting
16th THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
 9 a.m., Advice for Difficult Times
 11:45 a.m., Sudanese Luncheon
 3 p.m., Musica Sonora
 6:30 p.m., Blue Christmas Service 
17th 3 p.m., GSP Reading Group
 6 p.m., Primavera Meals
19th 12 noon, Prayer Shawl Ministry
20th 12 noon, Prayer Shawl Ministry

 5:30 p.m., Winter Solstice Service
21st 6:30 p.m., Film & Fellowship
23rd FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
 9 a.m., Amen: What Prayer Can 

Mean in a World Beyond Belief
 1 p.m., Mother’s Kitchen 
24th CHRISTMAS EVE
 Church Office Closed
 6 p.m., Intergenerational Service
 7:30 p.m., Reception
 10:30 p.m., Christmas Carols
 11 p.m., Festival Candlelight 

Service
25th CHRISTMAS DAY
 Church Office Closed
 10 a.m., Eucharist with Carols
26th Church Office Closed
27th 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
29th 9 a.m., Native American Ministry 

Program
 2 p.m., Tucson Repertory 

Orchestra
30th FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
31st NEW YEAR’S EVE
 3 p.m., GSP Reading Group
 7 p.m., Sing-Along & Feast
Looking Ahead to January 2013
1st NEW YEAR’S DAY
 Church Office Closed
2nd 12 p.m., Prayer Shawl Ministry
3rd 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic

4th 6:30 p.m., Spirit Players: A Play-
Reading Experience

6th EPIPHANY
 9 a.m., Stewardship of Water
 3 p.m., Tucson Chamber Artists 

Concert
7th 3 p.m., GSP Reading Group
 7 p.m., Joseph’s Pantry Meeting
 7 p.m., Green Church Committee
 7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
10th 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
14th 7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
16th 12 p.m., Prayer Shawl Ministry
17th 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
18th 6:30 p.m., Film & Fellowship
20th 9 a.m., Water on the Border
21st 3 p.m., Reading Group
 6 p.m., Primavera Meals
 7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
22nd 9 a.m., Primavera Cooks!
 6 p.m., AZ Repertory Singers
 6:30 p.m., Vestry Meeting
24th 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
25th 12 p.m., Opera Guild of So. Ariz.
27th 11:30 a.m., Annual Meeting
 1 p.m., Mother’s Kitchen 

(Primavera)
28th 7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
29th 6 p.m., AZ Repertory Singers
31st 3 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic


